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[DEAN LETTERHEAD]

May 7, 2007

Dear Fellow Dean Foods Shareholder:

The Board of Directors is asking shareholders to approve our 2007 Equity Incentive Plan at our annual shareholders
meeting on May 18, 2007. We strongly believe that the Plan is essential to our continuing efforts to build shareholder
value.

As you will see from the presentation:

Our equity awards foster an ownership culture and are a critical tool for driving shareholder value and for
recruiting, retaining and motivating employees.

The terms of our annual equity awards are designed to align the interests of our employees with the interests of
our shareholders.

If our shareholders do not approve the Plan, we will be unable to use equity as part of our compensation
program, compromising our ability to continue to build the New Dean Foods and enhance shareholder value.
Please support our efforts to build shareholder value by voting FOR approval of the Plan, as well as by following the
Board s voting recommendations on the other agenda items. Thank you.

Sincerely,

/s/Gregg L. Engles

Gregg L. Engles

Chairman of the Board and

Chief Executive Officer
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