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Item 8.01.  Other Events

On August 11, 2010, Columbia Banking System, Inc., a Washington corporation (the Company ), announced by press release that it has
redeemed all of its 76,898 outstanding shares of Fixed Rate Cumulative Perpetual Preferred Stock, Series A, originally issued to the U.S.
Department of the Treasury for a total redemption price of $77.8 million, consisting of $76.9 million in principal and $918,504 in accrued and
unpaid dividends. A copy of the press release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

(d) Exhibits.

99.1 Press Release of Columbia Banking System, Inc. dated August 11, 2010
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: August 12, 2010 COLUMBIA BANKING SYSTEM, INC.

By: /s/ Melanie J. Dressel
Melanie J. Dressel
President and Chief Executive Officer
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