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         Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public:    As soon as practicable after the effective date of this registration
statement.

         If any of the Securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the
Securities Act, check the following box: o

         If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

         If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the
Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

         If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the
Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. o

         If delivery of the prospectus is expected to be made pursuant to Rule 434, check the following box. o

         Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting
company. See the definitions of "large accelerated filer," "accelerated filer" and "smaller reporting company" in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange
Act. (Check One):

Large accelerated filer o Accelerated filer o Non-accelerated filer ý
(Do not check if a smaller

reporting company)

Smaller Reporting Company o

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date
until the Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become
effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or until the Registration Statement shall become
effective on such date as the Securities and Exchange Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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The information in this preliminary prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is declared effective. This preliminary prospectus is not an
offer to sell these securities and we are not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not
permitted.

Subject to Completion,
Preliminary Prospectus dated October 6, 2009

PROSPECTUS

                  Shares

Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation
Common Stock

          Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation is a newly-organized Delaware corporation focused on investing in, financing and managing primarily
residential mortgage-backed securities that are not issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation. We will also seek to
invest in residential mortgage-backed securities for which a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation guarantees payments of principal and
interest on the securities, as well as commercial mortgage-backed securities and other asset-backed securities. We will be externally managed and advised by
Western Asset Management Company, or our Manager, an investment advisor registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission and a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Legg Mason, Inc. (NYSE: LM).

          On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, was selected as one
of nine pre-qualified asset managers under the U.S. Government's Public-Private Investment Program. As a designated pre-qualified asset manager, this joint
venture will raise capital for investment in a portfolio of commercial mortgage-backed securities and residential mortgage-backed securities that are not issued or
guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a real estate investment trust and
exemption from registration under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering
and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in this program.

          This is our initial public offering and no public market currently exists for our common stock. We are offering                  shares of our common stock, par
value $0.01 per share, as described in this prospectus. We expect the initial public offering price of our common stock to be $        per share. Our common stock
has been approved for listing on the New York Stock Exchange, subject to official notice of issuance, under the symbol "WMC."

          Concurrently with the completion of this offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell shares of our common stock to our Manager
and certain executive officers of our Manager, at the initial public offering price per share, for an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in
this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option. No underwriting discount will be paid with respect to these shares.

          We intend to elect and qualify to be taxed as a real estate investment trust for U.S. federal income tax purposes, commencing with our initial taxable year
ending December 31, 2009. To assist us in qualifying as a real estate investment trust, stockholders are generally restricted from owning more than 9.8% by value
or number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of our outstanding shares of common or capital stock. Our certificate of incorporation contains various other
restrictions on the ownership and transfer of our common stock. See "Description of Capital Stock�Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer of our Capital Stock."

Investing in our common stock involves risks. See "Risk Factors" beginning on page 24 of this prospectus for a discussion of the
following and other risks:

�
We have no operating history and may not be able to successfully operate our business or generate sufficient revenue to make or sustain

distributions to our stockholders.

�
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We may change our strategies, policies or procedures without stockholder consent.

�
We have not yet identified any specific investments in our target assets and may allocate the net proceeds from this offering and the

concurrent private placement to investments with which you may not agree.

�
We may pay distributions from offering proceeds, borrowings or the sale of assets to the extent that distributions exceed earnings or cash

flow from our operations.

�

We are dependent on our Manager and its key personnel for our success.

�
There are various conflicts of interest in our relationship with our Manager that could result in decisions that are not in the best interests of

our stockholders.

�
If we do not qualify as a real estate investment trust or if we fail to remain qualified as a real estate investment trust, we will be subject to
tax as a regular corporation and could face a substantial tax liability, which would reduce the amount of cash available for distribution to our

stockholders.

�
Maintenance of our exemption from registration under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended, and our qualification as a real
estate investment trust impose limits on our operations.

Per Share Total
Public offering price $ $
Underwriting discount(1) $ $
Proceeds, before expenses, to us $ $

(1)
The underwriters will be entitled to receive $            per share from us at closing. In addition, our Manager will pay to the underwriters
$            per share for shares sold in the offering at closing and the underwriters will forego the receipt of payment of $            per share,
subject to the following. We will agree to reimburse the $            per share to our Manager and pay the $            per share to the underwriters
if during any period of four consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the consummation of this offering our
Core Earnings (as described herein) for any such four-quarter period exceeds an 8% performance hurdle rate (as described herein). If this
requirement is not satisfied, the aggregate underwriting discount paid by us, consisting of $            per share (or            % of the public
offering price), and by our Manager, consisting of $            per share (or            % of the public offering price), would be $            . See
"Underwriting."

          The underwriters may also purchase up to an additional                  shares of our common stock from us at the initial public offering price, less the
underwriting discount, within 30 days after the date of this prospectus solely to cover overallotments, if any.

          Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or determined if this
prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

          The shares will be ready for delivery on or about                        , 2009.

BofA Merrill Lynch Deutsche Bank Securities Citi

The date of this prospectus is                        , 2009.
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You should rely only on the information contained in this prospectus or in any free writing prospectus. We have not, and the
underwriters have not, authorized any other person to provide you with different or additional information. If anyone provides you
with different or additional information, you should not rely on it. We are not, and the underwriters are not, making an offer to sell
these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should assume that the information appearing in this
prospectus and any free writing prospectus prepared by us is accurate only as of their respective dates or on the date or dates which are
specified in these documents. Our business, financial condition, liquidity, results of operations and prospects may have changed since
those dates.

The U.S. Department of the Treasury has not participated in the preparation of this prospectus or made any representation
regarding, and expressly disclaims any liability or responsibility to any investor in Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation for, the
accuracy, completeness or correctness of any of the materials contained herein. Without limitation of the foregoing, the
U.S. Department of the Treasury does not approve or disapprove of any tax disclosure or advice set forth herein.

Until                        , 2009 (25 days after the date of this prospectus), all dealers that effect transactions in these securities, whether
or not participating in this offering, may be required to deliver a prospectus. This is in addition to the dealers' obligation to deliver a
prospectus when acting as underwriters and with respect to their unsold allotments or subscriptions.

i
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 SUMMARY

This summary highlights some of the information in this prospectus. It does not contain all of the information that you should consider
before investing in our common stock. You should read carefully the more detailed information set forth under "Risk Factors" and the other
information included in this prospectus. Except where the context suggests otherwise, the terms "company," "we," "us," and "our" refer to
Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation, a Delaware corporation, together with its consolidated subsidiaries; and "our Manager" refers to
Western Asset Management Company, a California corporation, our external manager. Unless indicated otherwise, the information in this
prospectus assumes (1) the common stock to be sold in this offering is sold at $        per share, (2) the sale in a concurrent private placement to
our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager of shares of our common stock, at the initial public offering price per share, for an
aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option, and (3) no
exercise by the underwriters of their overallotment option to purchase up to an additional                shares of our common stock.

Our Company

        We are a newly-organized Delaware corporation focused on investing in, financing and managing primarily residential mortgage-backed
securities, or RMBS, that are not issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation, or non-Agency RMBS.
We will also seek to invest in RMBS for which a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation guarantees payments of principal
and interest on the securities, or Agency RMBS, as well as commercial mortgage-backed securities, or CMBS, and other asset-backed securities,
or ABS. We refer to the non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS that we expect to acquire as our target assets. We may finance
investments in our target assets with financings that may become available to us under recently established U.S. Government programs and
through private funding sources, including repurchase agreements and asset resecuritizations.

        Our objective is to provide attractive risk-adjusted returns to our investors over the long term, primarily through dividends and secondarily
through capital appreciation. We intend to achieve this objective by selectively acquiring a diversified investment portfolio of assets designed to
produce attractive returns across a variety of market conditions and economic cycles. We intend to construct a diversified investment portfolio
by focusing on the relative value of securities within various sectors of the mortgage markets and security selection, with an emphasis on
undervalued distressed assets.

        We will be externally managed and advised by our Manager, an investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, or the SEC, and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Legg Mason, Inc., or Legg Mason (NYSE: LM). Our Manager will be responsible
for administering our business activities and day-to-day operations, subject to the supervision and oversight of our board of directors. On July 8,
2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, was selected as
one of nine pre-qualified asset managers under the U.S. Government's Public-Private Investment Program. As a designated pre-qualified asset
manager, this joint venture will raise capital for investment in a portfolio of non-Agency RMBS and CMBS. Subject to maintaining our
qualification as a real estate investment trust, or REIT, and exemption from registration under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as
amended, or the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our
Manager for investment in this program.

        We have not made any investments in our target assets as of the date of this filing. We will not commence significant operations until we
have completed this offering and the concurrent private placement. We intend to elect and qualify to be taxed as a REIT for U.S. federal income
tax purposes, commencing with our initial taxable year ending December 31, 2009. We generally will not be subject to

1
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U.S. federal income taxes on our taxable income to the extent that we annually distribute all of our net taxable income to stockholders and
maintain our intended qualification as a REIT. We also intend to operate our business in a manner that will permit us to maintain our exemption
from registration under the 1940 Act.

Current Market Opportunities

        In recent years, adverse changes in financial market conditions have required a deleveraging of the entire global financial system and
caused the forced sale of large quantities of mortgage-related and other financial assets, resulting in a significant contraction in market liquidity
for mortgages and mortgage-related assets. This illiquidity has negatively affected both the terms and availability of financing for most
mortgage-related assets, including non-Agency RMBS and CMBS, and has generally resulted in mortgage-related assets trading at significantly
lower prices compared to prior periods. The recent period has also been characterized by an almost across the board downward movement in
non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS valuations and correspondingly higher yields to compensate investors for the higher risks associated with
owning these assets.

        We believe that the current distressed conditions in the financial markets present attractive investment opportunities for us and that we are
particularly well positioned to capitalize on such opportunities. We believe that our Manager's and its supervised affiliates' in-depth
understanding of mortgage-backed securities, or MBS, and market fundamentals, as well as their ability to analyze and value the underlying
mortgages that collateralize non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and Agency RMBS will enable our Manager to selectively acquire assets with the
potential for attractive risk-adjusted returns and capital appreciation. In addition, we believe that recent U.S. Government and central bank
actions designed to stabilize and restore credit flows in the financial sector and to the broader economy, including the establishment of the
Public-Private Investment Program's Legacy Securities Program and the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility, could positively impact
our business, potentially providing us with access to financing as well as opportunities to acquire assets at attractive prices. There can be no
assurance, however, that we will be able to successfully capitalize on these opportunities.

Our Manager

        We will be externally managed and advised by Western Asset Management Company. Established in 1971 and acquired by Legg Mason in
1986, our Manager is an investment advisor headquartered in Pasadena, California, that specializes in fixed-income asset management. From
offices in Pasadena, Hong Kong, London, Melbourne, New York, São Paulo, Singapore and Tokyo, our Manager's 916 employees provide
investment services for a wide variety of global clients, including mutual funds, corporate, public, insurance, health care, union organizations
and charitable foundations. Client portfolios range across an equally wide variety of mandates, from money markets to emerging markets. As of
June 30, 2009, our Manager had 619 clients, representing 44 countries and 1,217 accounts. By devoting all of its resources to fixed-income, our
Manager is able to fully commit to serving clients of all types within the fixed-income sector.

        As of June 30, 2009, our Manager and its investment advisory affiliates over which our Manager has operational responsibility, or its
supervised affiliates, had approximately $485.0 billion in assets under management. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager had a total of
$66.1 billion in assets under management in the asset classes corresponding to our target assets, of which $18.5 billion was invested in
non-Agency RMBS, $42.2 billion in Agency RMBS, $3.5 billion in CMBS and $1.9 billion in ABS. Our Manager manages these assets using a
range of specific strategies and investment vehicles, including collateralized debt obligations, mutual and private funds, private commingled
vehicles and separately managed accounts. Our Manager's investment professionals and other staff have extensive

2
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experience in managing fixed-income assets, including non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS, ABS, collateralized mortgage obligations
and other such instruments.

        On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies,
was selected as one of nine pre-qualified asset managers under the U.S. Government's Public-Private Investment Program. The joint venture will
serve as general partner of the public-private investment fund that is expected to be established in connection with its participation in the
Public-Private Investment Program, or the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, and will be responsible for the administrative affairs of
the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, but will not make any of the investment decisions. Our Manager will serve as the investment
manager of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and will be solely responsible for investment decisions. The RLJ Companies,
founded by Robert L. Johnson, owner of the NBA Charlotte Bobcats and founder of Black Entertainment Television, is a diverse portfolio of
companies in the financial services, asset management, real estate, hospitality, professional sports, film production and gaming industries.
Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, The RLJ Companies also has operations in Charlotte, North Carolina; Los Angeles, California; Orlando,
Florida; Little Rock, Arkansas; and San Juan, Puerto Rico. See "Business�Recent Regulatory Developments�The Public-Private Investment
Program" for additional information relating to our intended investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Our chief investment officer, Ronald D. Mass, who also serves as the head of our Manager's structured products team, will, along with the
structured products team, be primarily responsible for overseeing the management of our assets. The structured products team is comprised of
Mr. Mass and 12 additional investment professionals who will focus on our target assets. The structured products team is also able to call on the
experience of 15 other professionals, not specifically dedicated to managing our target assets, but with expertise that covers certain aspects of
our target assets. The collective team operates under the purview of our Manager's U.S. broad markets committee, which sets overall sector
allocations for broad market accounts. The structured products team is further supported by a broader market team through which our Manager
seeks to unite groups of specialists dedicated to different market sectors. The daily interaction among the different teams is designed to develop
a consensus approach that draws on the expertise of all team members. Our Manager's overall investment management team consists of 129
investment professionals with an average industry experience of 17 years.

Our Investment Strategy

        We will rely on our Manager's expertise in asset allocation and identifying attractive assets within our target assets. Our Manager has
extensive experience analyzing the relative value of securities within various sectors of the mortgage markets, including undervalued distressed
assets. We expect our Manager to maximize returns on our investments in distressed assets that fall within our target assets by evaluating market
opportunities based on the condition of the various sectors of the mortgage markets, the relative value of the specific asset within such markets
and an internal risk/return analysis. In making investment decisions on our behalf, our Manager will incorporate its views on the economic
environment and the outlook for the mortgage markets, including relative valuation, supply and demand trends, the level of interest rates, the
shape of the yield curve, prepayment rates, financing and liquidity, commercial and residential real estate prices, delinquencies, default rates,
recovery of various segments of the economy and vintage of collateral, subject to maintaining our REIT qualification and our exemption from
registration under the 1940 Act.

3
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Our Target Assets

        Our target asset classes and the target assets we expect to acquire in each asset class are as follows:

Asset Classes Target Assets
Non-Agency RMBS RMBS that are not issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered

corporation, with an emphasis on securities that when originally issued were rated in the
highest rating category by one or more of the nationally recognized statistical rating
organizations.
The mortgage loan collateral for non-Agency RMBS consists of residential mortgage loans
that do not generally conform to underwriting guidelines issued by a federally chartered
corporation, such as the Federal National Mortgage Association, or Fannie Mae, or the
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, or Freddie Mac, or an agency of the U.S.
Government, such as the Government National Mortgage Association, or Ginnie Mae, due to
certain factors, including mortgage balances in excess of agency underwriting guidelines,
borrower characteristics, loan characteristics and level of documentation, and therefore are
not issued or guaranteed by an agency. The mortgage loan collateral may be classified as
subprime, Alternative-A or prime depending on the borrower's credit rating.

Agency RMBS RMBS that are issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered
corporation. While not a primary focus of our investment strategy, Agency RMBS are
considered qualifying assets for certain of our subsidiaries that intend to qualify for an
exemption from registration under the 1940 Act pursuant to Section 3(c)(5)(C). See
"Business�Operating and Regulatory Structure�1940 Act Exemption."

CMBS Fixed and floating rate CMBS, with an emphasis on securities that when originally issued
were rated in the highest rating category by one or more of the nationally recognized
statistical rating organizations. We have not established a minimum current rating
requirement.

ABS Debt and equity tranches of securitizations backed by various asset classes including, but not
limited to, small balance commercial mortgages, aircrafts, automobiles, credit cards,
equipment, manufactured housing, franchises, recreational vehicles and student loans.
Investments in ABS generally are not qualifying assets for purposes of the 75% asset test
applicable to REITs and generally do not generate qualifying income for purposes of the 75%
income test applicable to REITs. As a result, we may be limited in our ability to invest in such
assets. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of Western Asset
Mortgage Capital Corporation."

4
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        The non-Agency and Agency RMBS we acquire could be secured by fixed-rate mortgages, adjustable-rate mortgages or hybrid
adjustable-rate mortgages. Fixed-rate mortgages have interest rates that are fixed for the term of the loan and do not adjust. The interest rates on
adjustable-rate mortgages generally adjust annually (although some may adjust more frequently) to an increment over a specified interest rate
index. Hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages have interest rates that are fixed for a specified period of time (typically three, five, seven or ten years)
and, thereafter, adjust to an increment over a specified interest rate index. Adjustable-rate mortgages and hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages
generally have periodic and lifetime constraints on how much the loan interest rate can change on any predetermined interest rate reset date.

        In addition to our target assets described in the table above, we may also invest in residential and commercial whole loans and, subject to
maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, in other fixed-income sectors.

        Subject to prevailing market conditions at the time of purchase, we currently expect the capital we deploy in our subsidiaries will be used
by them to purchase our target assets in the following ranges: approximately 65-95% non-Agency RMBS, approximately 5-20% Agency RMBS,
approximately 0-15% CMBS and approximately 0-15% ABS. Our investments through which stockholders will participate in the Public-Private
Investment Program will be allocated pro rata among the assets indirectly owned by us through the Public-Private Investment Program, and as a
result, the classification of our investments through which stockholders will participate in the Public-Private Investment Program will depend
upon the composition of assets indirectly owned by us through the Public-Private Investment Program. However, there is no assurance that,
upon the completion of this offering, we will not allocate the proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement in a different
manner among our target assets. Our decisions will depend on prevailing market conditions and may change over time in response to
opportunities available in different interest rate, economic and credit environments.

Our Competitive Advantages

        We believe that our competitive advantages include the following:

Significant Experience of Our Manager

        Our Manager has been an active investor in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS for over 20 years through several housing and credit
cycles and has utilized Agency RMBS as a vital component within its investment strategy since its inception in 1971. Our Manager has
extensive experience managing structured products portfolios, including nine collateralized debt obligations since August 1991, totaling
$5.75 billion of original issuance of mortgage- and asset-backed securities. We will have access to a structured products team comprised of 13
investment professionals who will focus on our target assets. The structured products team will also be able to call on the experience of 15 other
professionals, not specifically dedicated to managing our target assets, but with expertise in our target assets. In addition, we believe that our
Manager's senior management team, which has a long track record and broad experience in managing mortgage-related assets through a variety
of credit and interest rate environments, has demonstrated the ability to generate attractive risk-adjusted returns under different market
conditions and cycles and will provide us with a competitive advantage. For more information regarding our Manager's structured products
team, please see "Business�Our Manager."

Selection of our Manager as a Pre-qualified Public-Private Investment Program Asset Manager and Potential Access to Favorable
Non-Recourse Government Term Borrowing Facilities

        We believe the establishment of the Legacy Securities Program by the U.S. Department of the Treasury under the Public-Private
Investment Program, the selection of our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, as a pre-qualified Legacy Securities Program
asset manager, and the

5
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expansion of the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility to cover CMBS will provide us with an opportunity to access assets that will offer
potentially favorable risk-adjusted returns, in part due to financing that will be provided by the U.S. Department of the Treasury under the
Public-Private Investment Program, as well as access to favorable non-recourse term borrowing facilities.

Extensive Strategic Relationships

        Our Manager and its supervised affiliates maintain extensive long-term relationships with other financial intermediaries, including primary
dealers, leading investment banks, brokerage firms, leading mortgage originators and commercial banks. As one of the largest fixed-income
investment managers in the world, our Manager has access to deal flow and secondary trading opportunities to which smaller firms do not have
access. Additionally, our Manager's size and broad market access are valuable in developing and implementing our investment strategy. We
believe these relationships will enhance our ability to source, finance and hedge investment opportunities and, thus, enable us to grow in various
credit and interest rate environments. In addition, we believe the contacts our Manager and its supervised affiliates have with numerous
investment grade derivative and lending counterparties will assist us in implementing our financing and hedging strategies.

Experience Investing in Distressed Assets

        Our Manager was a significant investor in the Resolution Trust Corporation programs to securitize loans acquired from failed financial
institutions. From 1991 to 1995, our Manager invested in RMBS and CMBS issued by the Resolution Trust Corporation and backed by both
performing and non-performing loans. Additionally, our Manager has experience investing in both new issue and secondary securities backed by
distressed collateral. These investments include prime, Alternative-A and subprime residential and commercial loan backed securities. Our
Manager has also made new issue and secondary market purchases of ABS backed by distressed collateral, including credit cards, autos,
equipment, aircraft and manufactured housing. We believe that we will benefit from our Manager's knowledge of, and experience with, these
distressed assets, particularly in our target asset classes.

Disciplined Investment Approach

        We will seek to maximize our risk-adjusted returns through our Manager's disciplined investment approach, which relies on rigorous
quantitative and qualitative analysis. Our Manager's investment decision making process for non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS includes a
credit risk analysis, which involves due diligence on the issuer, the collateral, the servicer and the transaction structure. Investment holdings are
then monitored regularly as part of our Manager's surveillance process to identify securities where underlying credit quality is improving or
deteriorating. We believe that our Manager's rigorous approach will provide us with a competitive advantage when operating in a variety of
market conditions.

Access to Our Manager's Sophisticated Analytical Tools and Infrastructure

        We expect our Manager to use its analytical and portfolio management modeling tools and processes to seek to generate positive net
interest margins for our target assets by evaluating, among other things, home price levels, default models and loss severity.

        Our Manager's investment process for RMBS involves (i) analyzing home price modeling at the state, metropolitan statistical area, county
and zip code level; (ii) applying our Manager's default rate models to project residential loan defaults; (iii) applying our Manager's prepayment
models that are used to calculate the ability and incentive to refinance based on prevailing mortgage rates and underwriting guidelines; and
(iv) applying our Manager's models that are used to calculate loss severity to project the costs of foreclosing and liquidating loans, the
loan-to-value ratio of the loan and the
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cumulative amount of home price appreciation or depreciation since the loan was originated. Our Manager's investment process for CMBS
involves evaluating the potential for losses based on (i) the structure of the security or loan; (ii) the potential for defaults and ultimate recoveries
based on the cash flows and values of the underlying properties; and (iii) the market and metropolitan statistical area dynamics and other
potential severities. Our Manager's investment process for ABS involves evaluating collateral characteristics, the timing of cash flows, the
strength of the issuer and the servicer, structural features, principal and interest waterfalls, as well as the various types of credit enhancement
available to protect a given class of bonds.

        In conjunction with its individual security level credit analysis, our Manager will analyze macroeconomic factors to determine the
appropriate sector mix and strategy for us that will best capitalize on the market knowledge, experience and relationships within our Manager's
existing platform. We intend to capitalize on the market knowledge and ready access to data across our target markets that our Manager obtains
through these tools and processes and believe that our Manager's sophisticated analysis of both macro and micro economic factors will enable us
to manage cash flows from our target assets and make distributions to our stockholders while preserving capital. We will also benefit from our
Manager's comprehensive finance and administrative infrastructure, including its risk management and financial reporting operations, as well as
its business development, legal and compliance teams.

Alignment of Our Manager's Interests

        We have taken steps to structure our relationship with our Manager so that our interests and those of our Manager are closely aligned. Our
Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager have agreed to purchase shares of our common stock in a concurrent private placement,
at the initial public offering price per share, for an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the
underwriters' overallotment option. Upon completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, our Manager and such executive
officers of our Manager will beneficially own    % of our outstanding common stock (or            % if the underwriters fully exercise their option
to purchase additional shares). Our Manager and such executive officers of our Manager have also agreed to a two-year lock-up with the
underwriters with respect to the shares of our common stock that they purchase in the concurrent private placement. We believe that the
significant investment in us by our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager will align our Manager's interests with our interests
and will create an incentive to maximize returns for our stockholders.

Investment Guidelines

        Our board of directors will adopt a set of investment guidelines that sets forth our target assets and other criteria to be used by our Manager
to evaluate specific assets as well as our overall portfolio composition. Our Manager will make determinations as to the percentage of our assets
that will be invested in each of our target asset classes, consistent with the investment guidelines adopted by our board of directors. We expect
our Manager's investment decisions will depend on prevailing market conditions and may change over time in response to opportunities
available in different interest rate, economic and credit environments. As a result, we cannot predict the percentage of our assets that will be
invested in any of our target asset classes at any given time. We believe that the diversification of our portfolio of assets, our Manager's
extensive experience in investing in our target assets and the flexibility of our strategy, combined with our Manager's and its supervised
affiliates' general investment and advisory expertise and comprehensive finance and administrative infrastructure, will enable us to achieve
attractive risk-adjusted returns under a variety of market conditions and economic cycles.
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Our Financing Strategy

        We will fund the acquisition of our target assets through the use of leverage with respect to a number of financing sources, subject to
maintaining our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes. To the extent available to us, we may finance investments in our
target assets through private funding sources, including borrowings structured as repurchase agreements and asset resecuritizations. Merrill
Lynch International, an affiliate of one of our underwriters, has agreed to provide us with a financing commitment with respect to a repurchase
facility, or the Merrill Repurchase Facility, that we expect will be available to us immediately following the consummation of this offering. We
expect that the Merrill Repurchase Facility will give us access to financing for investments in our target assets in an amount up to the lesser of
(i) the sum of 50% of the gross cash proceeds raised, prior to the payment of any fees or expenses, in this offering and 60% of the gross cash
proceeds raised, prior to the payment of any fees or expenses, in any subsequent equity offerings by us and (ii) $250,000,000. The Merrill
Repurchase Facility is expected to have an initial duration of three years, provided that the facility is not terminated earlier by an event of
default. The Merrill Repurchase Facility may be extended by us for another two years, subject to certain conditions. See "Business�Our Financing
Strategy�Merrill Repurchase Facility." To the extent available to us, we may also finance non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS through programs
established by the U.S. Government, such as the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility and the Public-Private Investment Program.
Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate being able to benefit from
the financing available under the Public-Private Investment Program primarily by allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering
and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the Public-Private Investment Fund expected to be created in connection
with its participation in the Public-Private Investment Program, or the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

The Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility

        In response to the severe dislocation in the credit markets, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve jointly announced
the establishment of the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility on November 25, 2008. Under the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan
Facility, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York provides non-recourse loans to borrowers to help fund their purchase of eligible assets. Initially,
eligible assets included certain ABS but not RMBS or CMBS. On March 23, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury announced preliminary
plans to expand the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility to include non-Agency RMBS and CMBS. As of July 2009, the Federal
Reserve had expanded the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility to include CMBS created on or after January 1, 2009, and certain
high-quality CMBS issued before January 1, 2009, or legacy CMBS. On August 17, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal
Reserve announced that they do not currently anticipate any further additions to the types of collateral eligible for the Term Asset-Backed
Securities Loan Facility, but are prepared to reconsider this decision if financial and economic developments warrant such reconsideration.

        We believe that the expansion of the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility to include CMBS may provide us with attractively priced
non-recourse term borrowings to purchase eligible CMBS. However, on the first four funding subscription dates for newly-issued CMBS that
were held on June 16, July 16, August 20 and September 17, 2009, no requests were submitted for Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility
loans for newly-issued CMBS. On the initial subscription date for legacy CMBS that was held on July 16, 2009, borrowers subscribed for
$669 million in Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility loans for legacy CMBS, on the second subscription date for legacy CMBS that was
held on August 20, 2009, borrowers subscribed for $2.28 billion in Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility loans for legacy CMBS, and on
the third subscription date for legacy CMBS that was held on September 17, 2009, borrowers subscribed for $1.4 billion in Term Asset-Backed
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Securities Loan Facility loans for legacy CMBS. As many legacy CMBS have had their ratings downgraded and as at least one rating agency,
Standard & Poor's, has announced that further downgrades are likely in the future as property values have declined, these downgrades may
significantly reduce the quantity of legacy CMBS that are eligible for the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility. If in the future the U.S.
Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve decide to expand the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility to include non-Agency
RMBS, it may provide us with attractively priced non-recourse term borrowing facilities to purchase non-Agency RMBS. There can be no
assurance that the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility will be expanded to include non-Agency RMBS and, if so expanded, that we will
be able to utilize it successfully or at all.

The Public-Private Investment Program

        On March 23, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury, in conjunction with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Federal
Reserve, announced the creation of the Public-Private Investment Program. The Public-Private Investment Program is intended to encourage the
transfer of certain illiquid legacy real estate-related assets off of the balance sheets of financial institutions, restarting the market for these assets
and supporting the flow of credit and other capital into the broader economy. Using $75 billion to $100 billion in capital from the Troubled
Asset Relief Program and capital from investors, the Public-Private Investment Program is expected to generate $500 billion in purchasing
power to buy legacy assets, with the potential to expand to $1 trillion over time, and has two primary components: the Legacy Securities
Program and the Legacy Loans Program. Under the Legacy Securities Program, Public-Private Investment Funds will be established to purchase
from financial institutions certain non-Agency RMBS and CMBS that were originally rated in the highest rating category by two or more of the
nationally recognized statistical rating organizations eligible under the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility. Under the Legacy Securities
Program, the U.S. Department of the Treasury has announced that it will invest up to $30 billion of equity and debt in Legacy Securities
Public-Private Investment Funds and expects to provide up to 50% of the equity capital of the Legacy Securities Public-Private Investment
Fund, with the remainder provided by investors, and is expected to provide attractively priced secured limited recourse loans in an aggregate
amount of up to 100% of the Public-Private Investment Fund's total equity capital so long as the Public-Private Investment Fund's investors do
not have voluntary withdrawal rights and, subject to further restrictions on asset level leverage, redemption rights, disposition priorities and other
factors. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate being able to
benefit from the financing available under the Public-Private Investment Program, primarily by allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from
this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. There can
be no assurance, however, that we will be eligible to participate in these programs or, if we are eligible, that we will be able to utilize them
successfully or at all.

Leverage

        There are no limits on the maximum amount of leverage that we may use, and we are not required to maintain any particular debt-to-equity
leverage. We expect under current market conditions to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, approximately one and a half to five times leverage on
our non-Agency RMBS through private funding sources and through U.S. Government programs, such as the Term Asset-Backed Securities
Loan Facility and the Public-Private Investment Program, and to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, up to six to eight times leverage on our
Agency RMBS assets using private funding sources. The amount of leverage that we will deploy for particular investments in our target assets
will depend upon our Manager's assessment of a variety of factors, which may include: the anticipated liquidity and price volatility of the assets
in our investment portfolio; the potential for losses and extension risk in our investment portfolio; the gap between the duration of our assets and
liabilities, including any hedges; the availability and cost of financing the assets; our Manager's opinion
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of the creditworthiness of our financing counterparties; the health of the U.S. economy and the residential and commercial mortgage-related
markets; our Manager's outlook for the level, slope and volatility of interest rates; the collateral underlying our non-Agency RMBS,
Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS; and our Manager's outlook for asset spreads relative to the London Interbank Offered Rate curve.

Risk Management

        As part of our risk management strategy, our Manager will actively manage the financing, interest rate, credit, prepayment and convexity
(the measure of the sensitivity of the duration of a bond to changes in interest rates) risks associated with holding a portfolio of our target assets.
We will rely on our Manager's expertise to manage these risks on our behalf and our Manager may incorporate various hedging, asset/liability
risk management and credit risk mitigation techniques in order to facilitate our risk management. We may engage in a variety of interest rate
management techniques that seek on one hand to mitigate the influence of interest rate changes on the values of some of our assets, and on the
other hand help us achieve our risk management objectives. We may utilize derivative financial instruments, including, among others, puts and
calls on securities or indices of securities, interest rate swaps, interest rate caps, interest rate swaptions, exchange-traded derivatives, U.S.
Department of the Treasury securities and options on U.S. Department of the Treasury securities and interest rate floors to hedge all or a portion
of the interest rate risk associated with the financing of our investment portfolio.

        In utilizing leverage and interest rate hedges, our objectives will be to improve risk-adjusted returns and, where possible, to lock in, on a
long-term basis, a favorable spread between the yield on our assets and the cost of our financing. However, through the employment of financial
leverage in funding our portfolio, mismatches in the maturities of our assets and liabilities can create the risk that we will need to continually
renew or otherwise refinance our liabilities. We also retain the risk of potential credit losses on the loans underlying the non-Agency RMBS,
CMBS and ABS we hold. We may seek to manage this risk through our pre-acquisition due diligence process, through the use of non-recourse
financing that limits our credit loss exposure to the specific assets that are subject to the non-recourse financing and through the use of derivative
financial instruments.

        Our Manager expects to actively employ portfolio-wide and security-specific risk measurement and management processes in our daily
operations through tools which will include software and services licensed or purchased from third parties, in addition to proprietary systems and
analytical methods developed internally. There can be no assurance, however, that these tools and the other risk management techniques
described above will protect us from these risks.

Summary Risk Factors

        An investment in shares of our common stock involves various risks. You should consider carefully the risks discussed below and under the
heading "Risk Factors" beginning on page 24 of this prospectus before purchasing our common stock. If any of the following risks occurs, our
business, financial condition or results of operations could be materially and adversely affected. In that case, the trading price of our common
stock could decline and you may lose some or all of your investment.

�
We have no operating history and may not be able to successfully operate our business or generate sufficient revenue to
make or sustain distributions to our stockholders.

�
We are dependent on our Manager and its key personnel for our success.

�
There are conflicts of interest in our relationship with our Manager that could result in decisions that are not in the best
interests of our stockholders.

�
Our Manager's base management fee is payable regardless of our performance.
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�
We may change any of our strategies, policies or procedures without stockholder consent.

�
We have not yet identified any specific investments in our target assets.

�
We may allocate the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to investments with which you
may not agree.

�
We may pay distributions from offering proceeds, borrowings or the sale of assets to the extent that distributions exceed
earnings or cash flow from our operations.

�
There can be no assurance that the actions of the U.S. Government, the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Department of the
Treasury and other governmental and regulatory bodies for the purpose of stabilizing the financial markets, including the
establishment of the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility and the Public-Private Investment Program, or market
response to those actions, will achieve the intended effect, and our business may not benefit from these actions and further
government or market developments could adversely impact us.

�
There is no assurance that the selection of our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, as a pre-qualified asset
manager under the Public-Private Investment Program will lead to establishment of the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund, or that the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, if established, will be on terms acceptable for us
as an investor.

�
We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities and competition may limit our ability to acquire
desirable investments in our target assets and could also affect the pricing of these securities.

�
Our investments may be concentrated and will be subject to risk of default.

�
The lack of liquidity in our investments may adversely affect our business.

�
Difficult conditions in the mortgage, residential and commercial real estate markets may cause us to experience market
losses related to our holdings, and there is no assurance that these conditions will improve in the near future.

�
We may acquire non-Agency RMBS collateralized by subprime mortgage loans, which are subject to increased risks.

�
The mortgage loans underlying the RMBS and the CMBS we intend to acquire will be subject to defaults, foreclosure,
timeline extension, fraud and residential/commercial price depreciation and unfavorable modification of loan principal
amount, interest rate and amortization of principal, which could result in losses to us.

�
We may experience a decline in the market value of our assets.

�
Some of our portfolio investments will be recorded at fair value and, as a result, there will be uncertainty as to the value of
these investments.

�
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An increase in interest rates may cause a decrease in the volume of certain of our target assets, which could adversely affect
our ability to acquire target assets that satisfy our investment objectives and to generate income and make distributions.

�
Prepayment rates may adversely affect the value of our investment portfolio.

�
Maintenance of our 1940 Act exemption imposes limits on our operations.

�
We expect to use leverage in executing our business strategy, which may adversely affect the return on our assets and may
reduce cash available for distribution to our stockholders, as well as increase losses when economic conditions are
unfavorable.
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�
There can be no assurance that the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility will be expanded to include non-Agency
RMBS or that we will be able to successfully utilize U.S. Government equity and debt financing to acquire non-Agency
RMBS, CMBS and ABS.

�
We intend to use repurchase agreement financing to acquire our target assets, and our inability to access this funding could
have a material adverse effect on our results of operations, financial condition and business.

�
The current dislocations in the residential and commercial mortgage sector could cause one or more of our potential lenders
to be unwilling or unable to provide us with financing for our target assets on attractive terms or at all.

�
An increase in our borrowing costs relative to the interest we receive on our target assets may adversely affect our
profitability and cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

�
Hedging against interest rate exposure may adversely affect our earnings, which could reduce our cash available for
distribution to our stockholders.

�
Our Manager does not have any experience operating a REIT and we cannot assure you that our Manager's past experience
will be sufficient to successfully manage our business as a REIT.

�
Our board of directors will approve very broad investment guidelines for our Manager and will not approve each investment
and financing decision made by our Manager.

�
The management agreement with our Manager was not negotiated on an arm's-length basis and may not be as favorable to us
as if it had been negotiated with an unaffiliated third party and may be costly and difficult to terminate.

�
If we do not qualify as a REIT or if we fail to remain qualified as a REIT, we will be subject to tax as a regular corporation
and could face a substantial tax liability, which would reduce the amount of cash available for distribution to our
stockholders.

�
Complying with REIT requirements may cause us to forgo otherwise attractive opportunities.
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Our Structure

        We were organized as a Delaware corporation on June 3, 2009. We will be externally managed by our Manager, which is our promoter with
respect to this offering. As our Manager's parent company, Legg Mason is also our promoter with respect to this offering. The following chart
shows our structure after giving effect to this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager:

(1)
Includes (i) 100 shares of our common stock issued to Legg Mason in connection with our initial capitalization on June 8, 2009, (ii) an
aggregate of                  shares of our common stock to be sold to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager upon the
completion of this offering in a concurrent private placement and (iii) an aggregate of                  shares of our restricted common stock
to be granted to our Manager or employees of our Manager pursuant to our Manager Equity Plan described in "Management�Equity
Incentive Plans�Manager Equity Plan" upon the completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement. With respect to the
grants of our restricted common stock to our Manager or employees of our Manager, one-third will vest on October 31, 2010 and
one-third will vest on each October 31 of the two consecutive years thereafter, subject, in the case of grants to employees of our
Manager, to continued employment with our Manager as of the applicable vesting date. This percentage assumes that the equity
awards vested concurrently with the completion of this offering.

(2)
Excludes (i) an aggregate of            shares of our restricted common stock to be granted to our three director nominees and            
shares of our restricted common stock to be granted to our chief financial officer, in each case pursuant to our Equity Plan described in
"Management�Equity Incentive Plans�Equity Plan" upon the completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, (ii) an
aggregate of            shares of our common stock reserved for future issuance under our equity incentive plans and (iii) up
to            shares of our common stock that
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may be issued by us upon exercise of the underwriters' overallotment option. With respect to the grants of our restricted common stock
to our director nominees, each grant will vest in full on the first anniversary of the grant date, provided that such director continues to
serve on our board of directors as of the applicable vesting date. With respect to the grant of our restricted common stock to our chief
financial officer, one-third will vest on October 31, 2010 and one-third will vest on each October 31 of the two consecutive years
thereafter, provided that he continues to serve as our chief financial officer as of the applicable vesting date.

Management Agreement

        We will be externally managed and advised by our Manager. We expect to benefit from the personnel, infrastructure, relationships and
experience of our Manager to enhance the growth of our business. All of our officers, other than our chief financial officer, and two of our
directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. We do not expect to have any employees other than our
chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff. Our Manager does not serve us exclusively and is not obligated to dedicate
any of its personnel to us, nor is our Manager or its personnel obligated to dedicate any specific portion of its or their time to our business.

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will enter into a management agreement with our Manager. Pursuant to the management
agreement, our Manager will implement our business strategy and perform certain services for us, subject to oversight by our board of directors.
Our Manager will be responsible for, among other duties, (1) performing all of our day-to-day functions, (2) determining investment criteria in
conjunction with our board of directors, (3) sourcing, analyzing and executing investments, asset sales and financings, (4) performing asset
management duties and (5) performing financial and accounting management.

        The initial term of the management agreement will end three years after the closing of this offering, with automatic one-year renewal terms
that end on the anniversary of the closing of this offering. Our independent directors will review our Manager's performance annually and,
following the initial three-year term, the management agreement may be terminated annually upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of
our independent directors based upon: (1) our Manager's unsatisfactory performance that is materially detrimental to us or (2) our determination
that any fees payable to our Manager are not fair, subject to our Manager's right to prevent termination based on unfair fees by accepting a
reduction of management fees agreed to by at least two-thirds of our independent directors. We will provide our Manager with 180 days prior
notice of such termination. Upon such a termination, we will pay our Manager a termination fee as described in the table below. We may also
terminate the management agreement at any time, including during the initial term, with 30 days prior notice from our board of directors,
without payment of a termination fee, for cause, as defined in the management agreement. Our Manager may terminate the management
agreement if we become required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, with such termination deemed to occur immediately
before such event, in which case we would not be required to pay a termination fee. Our Manager may also decline to renew the management
agreement by providing us with 180 days written notice, in which case we would not be required to pay a termination fee.
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        The following table summarizes the fees and expense reimbursements that we will pay to our Manager:

Type Description Payment
Base management fee Our Manager will be entitled to a base management fee equal to 1.25%

per annum, calculated and payable quarterly in arrears, of our
stockholders' equity. For purposes of calculating the base management
fee, our "stockholders' equity" means the sum of the net proceeds from
any issuances of our equity securities since inception (allocated on a pro
rata daily basis for such issuances during the fiscal quarter of any such
issuance), plus our retained earnings, calculated in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States, or GAAP,
at the end of the most recently completed fiscal quarter (without taking
into account any non-cash equity compensation expense incurred in
current or prior periods), less any amount that we pay for repurchases of
our shares of common stock, excluding any unrealized gains, losses or
other non-cash items that have impacted stockholders' equity as reported
in our financial statements prepared in accordance with GAAP,
regardless of whether such items are included in other comprehensive
income or loss, or in net income, and excluding one-time events pursuant
to changes in GAAP and certain other non-cash charges after discussions
between our Manager and our independent directors and after approval
by a majority of our independent directors.

Quarterly in cash.

Expense reimbursement Reimbursement of operating expenses related to us incurred by our
Manager, including legal, accounting, due diligence and other services.
We will not reimburse our Manager or its affiliates for the salaries and
other compensation of their personnel.

Monthly in cash.

Fee reduction Our Manager has agreed to reduce the base management fee set forth in
the management agreement by the amount of any separate fees payable
to our Manager or its affiliates by the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity investments in the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. Any amount of such
separate fees in excess of the current quarter's fees will be applied against
and reduce the fees payable to our Manager in subsequent quarters until
we have received full credit for the fees paid to our Manager or its
affiliates by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are
attributable to our equity investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund. Fees payable by the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund to The RLJ Companies will not be set off against fees
payable to our Manager. This fee netting arrangement is designed to
ensure that total fees payable by us to our Manager will only be 1.25% of
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Type Description Payment
our stockholders' equity per annum. It is, however, possible that the
actual fees earned by our Manager in certain periods may be higher than
1.25% per annum. See "Business�Recent Regulatory Developments�The
Public-Private Investment Program" and "Our Manager and the
Management Agreement�Base Management Fee, Expense
Reimbursements and Refund of the Underwriting Discount�Fee Reduction
for Investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund."

Termination fee Termination fee equal to three times the average annual base
management fee earned by our Manager during the prior 24-month
period prior to such termination, calculated as of the end of the most
recently completed fiscal quarter prior to such termination. See "Our
Manager and the Management Agreement�Management Agreement�Term
and Termination."

Upon termination
of the
management
agreement by us
without cause or
by our Manager if
we materially
breach the
management
agreement.

Refund of Manager's partial
payment of initial
underwriting discount

Pursuant to the underwriting agreement among the underwriters, our
Manager and us, our Manager will agree to pay the underwriters $    per
share with respect to each share sold in this offering, representing a
portion of the initial underwriting discount. Pursuant to the management
agreement, we have agreed to refund our Manager for its partial payment
of the initial underwriting discount if during any four consecutive
calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the
consummation of this offering our Core Earnings (see description below)
for any such four-quarter period exceeds the product of (x) the weighted
average of the issue price per share of all public offerings of our common
stock, multiplied by the weighted average number of shares of our
common stock outstanding (including any restricted shares of our
common stock and any other shares of our common stock underlying
awards granted under our equity incentive plans) in such four-quarter
period and (y) 8%. In addition, if the management agreement is
terminated and we are required to pay our Manager the termination fee
described above, we would also be required to refund our Manager for its
partial payment of the initial underwriting discount irrespective of
whether we have met the hurdle described above.

Upon meeting the
performance
hurdle.

Core Earnings is a non-GAAP measure and is defined as GAAP net
income (loss) as adjusted, excluding:
� non-cash equity compensation expense;
� any unrealized gains, losses or other non-cash items, regardless of

whether such items are included in other comprehensive income or
loss, or in net income;
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Type Description Payment
� one-time events pursuant to changes in GAAP and certain other

non-cash charges after discussions between our Manager and our
independent directors and after approval by a majority of our
independent directors; and

� depreciation and amortization (to the extent that we foreclose on any
properties underlying our target assets).

Incentive plans Our equity incentive plans include provisions for grants of restricted
common stock and other equity based awards to our Manager and
employees of our Manager and to our directors or officers. Upon the
completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, we will
grant an aggregate of                  shares of our restricted common stock to
our Manager or employees of our Manager pursuant to our Manager
Equity Plan, equal to 2.5% of the number of shares of common stock
issued to the public in this offering (without giving effect to any exercise
by the underwriters of their overallotment option), an aggregate
of                  shares of our restricted common stock to our three director
nominees and                  shares of our restricted common stock to our
chief financial officer. See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans."

Administered by
the compensation
committee of our
board of directors.

Conflicts of Interest

        We are dependent on our Manager for our day-to-day management. All of our officers, other than our chief financial officer, and two of our
directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. We do not expect to have any employees other than our
chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff. Our Manager does not serve us exclusively and is not obligated to dedicate
any of its personnel to us. Because our Manager serves other clients in addition to us, it is difficult to estimate the amount of time our Manager
or its personnel will allocate to our business. The obligations of our Manager and its officers and personnel to engage in other business activities
may reduce the time our Manager and its officers and personnel spend managing us. Our management agreement with our Manager was
negotiated between related parties and its terms, including fees and other amounts payable, may not be as favorable to us as if it had been
negotiated at arm's length with an unaffiliated third party.

        We will compete for investment opportunities directly with other client portfolios managed by our Manager. A substantial number of client
accounts managed by our Manager have exposure to our target assets and may have similar investment mandates and objectives. In addition, our
Manager may have additional clients that compete directly with us for investment opportunities in the future. Our Manager will be subject to
contractual arrangements with respect to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are separate and distinct from the arrangements
that our Manager has with respect to its management of us. At any given time, our Manager may be expected to have interests with respect to
managing the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are actually or potentially in conflict with our interests. Our Manager has agreed
to reduce the base management fee set forth in the management agreement by the amount of any separate fees payable to our Manager or its
affiliates (which does not include The RLJ Companies) by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity
investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. Our Manager may nevertheless have a conflict of interest in recommending our
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participation in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund for the fees payable to it by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund
may be greater than the fees payable to it by us under the management agreement.

        Our Manager has an investment allocation policy in place that is designed to treat all of its client accounts fairly and equitably with the goal
of providing all clients with the best execution under the circumstances for transactions in fixed-income securities. Our Manager's investment
allocation policy provides that no single client is intentionally favored over another and the procedures associated with this policy require our
Manager's investment management department to allocate trades in a fair and equitable manner. When possible, in order to minimize transaction
costs and seek best execution for all client accounts, transactions may be bunched or blocked together, with securities generally allocated to
client accounts on a pro rata basis. According to our Manager's investment allocation policy, investments may be allocated by taking into
account factors, including but not limited to investment goals or guidelines, available cash, liquidity requirements, odd lot positions, minimum
allocations, existing portfolio holdings compared to target weightings, regulatory and legal restrictions and the tax implications of an investment.
Our Manager's investment allocation policy requires that these bunched or blocked trades be allocated on the same day they are executed and
requires that all clients receive the same average cost for the transaction.

        Our Manager periodically reviews its client accounts to identify situations where a potential conflict may exist, and when appropriate, may
design specific procedures to address these situations. The investment allocation policy may be amended by our Manager at any time without
our consent. To the extent that our Manager's or our business changes in such a way as to give rise to conflicts not currently addressed by our
Manager's investment allocation policy, our Manager may need to refine its investment allocation policy to address such situation. Our
independent directors will review our Manager's compliance with its investment allocation policy and the conflicts or potential conflicts of
interest surrounding our Manager. In addition, to avoid any actual or perceived conflicts of interest with our Manager, prior to an acquisition of
any security structured or issued by an entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, the purchase or sale of any asset from or to an
entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, other than the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, or any co-investment with
an entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, such transaction must be approved by our board of directors, including a majority of
our independent directors.

        We have agreed to pay our Manager a base management fee that is not tied to our performance. The base management fee may not
sufficiently incentivize our Manager to generate attractive risk-adjusted returns for us. This could hurt both our ability to make distributions to
our stockholders and the market price of our common stock.

        We do not have a policy that expressly prohibits our directors, officers, security holders or affiliates from engaging for their own account in
business activities of the types conducted by us. However, subject to our Manager's investment allocation policy, our code of conduct contains a
conflicts of interest policy that prohibits our directors, officers and personnel, as well as employees of our Manager who provide services to us,
from engaging in any transaction that involves an actual conflict of interest with us.

REIT Qualification

        We intend to elect and qualify as a REIT commencing with our initial taxable year ending on December 31, 2009. Our qualification as a
REIT depends upon our ability to meet on a continuing basis, through actual investment and operating results, various complex requirements
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the Internal Revenue Code, relating to, among other things, the sources of our gross
income, the composition and values of our assets, our distribution levels and the diversity of ownership of our shares. We believe that we have
been organized in conformity with
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the requirements for qualification and taxation as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code and that our intended manner of operation will enable
us to meet the requirements for qualification and taxation as a REIT.

        So long as we qualify as a REIT, we generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income tax on our REIT taxable income we distribute
currently to our stockholders. If we fail to qualify as a REIT in any taxable year and do not qualify for certain statutory relief provisions, we will
be subject to U.S. federal income tax at regular corporate rates and may be precluded from qualifying as a REIT for the subsequent four taxable
years following the year during which we lost our REIT qualification. Even if we qualify for taxation as a REIT, we may be subject to certain
federal, state and local taxes on our income or property.

1940 Act Exemption

        We intend to conduct our operations so that neither we nor any of our subsidiaries are required to register as an investment company under
the 1940 Act. Section 3(a)(1)(A) of the 1940 Act defines an investment company as any issuer that is or holds itself out as being engaged
primarily in the business of investing, reinvesting or trading in securities. Section 3(a)(1)(C) of the 1940 Act defines an investment company as
any issuer that is engaged or proposes to engage in the business of investing, reinvesting, owning, holding or trading in securities and owns or
proposes to acquire investment securities having a value exceeding 40% of the value of the issuer's total assets (exclusive of U.S. Government
securities and cash items) on an unconsolidated basis, which is referred to herein as the 40% test. Excluded from the term "investment
securities," among other things, are U.S. Government securities and securities issued by majority-owned subsidiaries that are not themselves
investment companies and are not relying on the exception from the definition of investment company for private funds set forth in
Section 3(c)(1) or Section 3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act.

        We are organized as a holding company that conducts its businesses primarily through wholly-owned subsidiaries. We intend to conduct
our operations so that we do not come within the definition of an investment company because less than 40% of the value of our adjusted total
assets on an unconsolidated basis will consist of "investment securities." The securities issued by any wholly-owned or majority-owned
subsidiaries that we may form in the future that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" based on Section 3(c)(1) or 3(c)(7) of
the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we may own, may not have a value in excess of 40% of the value of our adjusted
total assets on an unconsolidated basis. We will monitor our holdings to ensure continuing and ongoing compliance with this test. In addition,
we believe that we will not be considered an investment company under Section 3(a)(1)(A) of the 1940 Act because we will not engage
primarily or hold ourselves out as being engaged primarily in the business of investing, reinvesting or trading in securities. Rather, through our
wholly-owned subsidiaries, we will be primarily engaged in the non-investment company businesses of these subsidiaries.

        If the value of securities issued by our subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" by Section 3(c)(1) or
3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we own, exceeds 40% of our adjusted total assets on an unconsolidated
basis, or if one or more of such subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception or exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be
required either (a) to substantially change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment
company or (b) to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, either of which could have an adverse effect on us and the market
price of our securities. If we were required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, we would become subject to substantial
regulation with respect to our capital structure (including our ability to use leverage), management, operations, transactions with affiliated
persons (as defined in the 1940 Act), portfolio composition, including restrictions with respect to diversification and industry concentration, and
other matters.
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        We expect certain of our subsidiaries to qualify for an exemption from registration under the 1940 Act as an investment company pursuant
to Section 3(c)(5)(C) of the 1940 Act, which is available for entities "primarily engaged in the business of purchasing or otherwise acquiring
mortgages and other liens on and interests in real estate." This exemption generally requires that at least 55% of such subsidiaries' assets must be
comprised of qualifying real estate assets and at least 80% of each of their portfolios must be comprised of qualifying real estate assets and real
estate-related assets under the 1940 Act. We expect each of our subsidiaries relying on Section 3(c)(5)(C) to rely on guidance published by the
SEC staff or on our analyses of guidance published with respect to other types of assets to determine which assets are qualifying real estate
assets and real estate-related assets. To the extent that the SEC staff publishes new or different guidance with respect to these matters, we may be
required to adjust our strategy accordingly. In addition, we may be limited in our ability to make certain investments and these limitations could
result in the subsidiary holding assets we might wish to sell or selling assets we might wish to hold.

        Certain of our subsidiaries may rely on the exemption provided by Section 3(c)(6) to the extent that they hold mortgage assets through
majority owned subsidiaries that rely on Section 3(c)(5)(C). The SEC staff has issued little interpretive guidance with respect to Section 3(c)(6)
and any guidance published by the staff could require us to adjust our strategy accordingly. Although the SEC staff has issued little interpretive
guidance with respect to Section 3(c)(6), we believe that our subsidiaries may rely on Section 3(c)(6) if, among other things, 55% of the assets of
such subsidiaries consist of, and at least 55% of the income of such subsidiaries are derived from, qualifying real estate investment assets owned
by wholly owned or majority-owned subsidiaries of such subsidiaries.

        We may in the future organize special purpose subsidiaries that will borrow under the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility. We
currently expect that these Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiaries will rely on Section 3(c)(7) for their 1940 Act exemption
and, therefore, our interest in each of these Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiaries would constitute an "investment security"
for purposes of determining whether we pass the 40% test.

        We may in the future, however, organize one or more Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiaries or other subsidiaries that
seek to rely on the 1940 Act exemption provided to certain structured financing vehicles by Rule 3a-7. To the extent that we organize
subsidiaries that rely on Rule 3a-7 for an exemption from the 1940 Act, these subsidiaries will also need to comply with the restrictions
described in "Business�Operating and Regulatory Structure�1940 Act Exemption." Any Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiary
also would need to be structured to comply with any guidance that may be issued by the Division of Investment Management of the SEC on how
the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiary must be organized to comply with the restrictions contained in Rule 3a-7.

        Compliance with Rule 3a-7 may require that the indenture governing the subsidiary include additional limitations on the types of assets the
subsidiary may sell or acquire out of the proceeds of assets that mature, are refinanced or otherwise sold, on the period of time during which
such transactions may occur, and on the level of transactions that may occur. In light of the requirements of Rule 3a-7, our ability to manage
assets held in a special purpose subsidiary that complies with Rule 3a-7 will be limited and we may not be able to purchase or sell assets owned
by that subsidiary when we would otherwise desire to do so, which could lead to losses. We expect that the aggregate value of our interests in
our Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility subsidiaries and other subsidiaries that may in the future seek to rely on Rule 3a-7, if any, will
comprise less than 20% of our total assets on an unconsolidated basis.

        To the extent that the SEC staff provides more specific guidance regarding any of the matters bearing upon the exceptions we and our
subsidiaries rely on from the 1940 Act, we may be required to
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adjust our strategy accordingly. Any additional guidance from the SEC staff could provide additional flexibility to us, or it could further inhibit
our ability to pursue the strategies we have chosen.

        See "Business�Operating and Regulatory Structure�1940 Act Exemption" for a further discussion of the specific exemptions from registration
under the 1940 Act that our subsidiaries are expected to rely on and the treatment of certain of our targeted asset classes for purposes of such
exemptions.

        Qualification for exemption from registration under the 1940 Act will limit our ability to make certain investments. See "Risk Factors�Risks
Related to Our Business�Maintenance of our 1940 Act exemption imposes limits on our operations."

Restrictions on Ownership of Our Common Stock

        To assist us in complying with the limitations on the concentration of ownership of a REIT imposed by the Internal Revenue Code, among
other purposes, our certificate of incorporation prohibits, with certain exceptions, any stockholder from beneficially or constructively owning,
applying certain attribution rules under the Internal Revenue Code, more than 9.8% by value or number of shares, whichever is more restrictive,
of our outstanding shares of common stock, or 9.8% by value or number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of our outstanding capital
stock. Our board of directors may, in its sole discretion, waive the 9.8% ownership limit with respect to a particular stockholder; provided,
however, that our board of directors may only waive the 9.8% ownership limit after it is presented with evidence satisfactory to it that such
ownership will not then or in the future jeopardize our qualification as a REIT.

        Our certificate of incorporation also prohibits any person from, among other things:

�
beneficially or constructively owning shares of our capital stock that would result in our being "closely held" under
Section 856(h) of the Internal Revenue Code, or otherwise cause us to fail to qualify as a REIT; and

�
transferring shares of our capital stock if such transfer would result in our capital stock being owned by fewer than
100 persons.

        In addition, our certificate of incorporation provides that any ownership or purported transfer of our capital stock in violation of the
foregoing restrictions will result in the shares so owned or transferred being automatically transferred to a charitable trust for the benefit of a
charitable beneficiary and the purported owner or transferee acquiring no rights in such shares. If a transfer to a charitable trust would be
ineffective for any reason to prevent a violation of the restriction, the transfer resulting in such violation will be void from the time of such
purported transfer.

        Our board of directors may impose additional terms of ownership and ownership restrictions on our stock in order to comply with U.S.
Government financing requirements, including, but not limited to:

�
ownership restrictions limiting control of us by a government other than the United States to the level permitted under the
Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility; and

�
periodic disclosure to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury regarding each stockholder that holds 10% or
more of our equity interests.

Our Corporate Information

        Our principal executive offices are located at 385 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California 91101. Our telephone number is
(626) 844-9400. Our website is www.westernassetmcc.com. The contents of our website are not a part of this prospectus. The information on our
website is not intended to form a part of or be incorporated by reference into this prospectus.
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 THE OFFERING

Common stock offered by us                 shares (plus up to an additional                shares of our common stock that
we may issue and sell upon the exercise of the underwriters' overallotment option).

Common stock to be outstanding
after this offering                         shares.(1)

Use of proceeds We intend to invest the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private
placement of common stock to our Manager in our subsidiaries, which in turn will use
such proceeds to purchase our target assets. As a result of the selection of our
Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, by the U.S. Department of the
Treasury as a designated pre-qualified asset manager under the Legacy Securities
Program, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and
the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, subject to maintaining our qualification
as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act. Until appropriate
investments can be identified or until we receive capital calls from the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, our Manager may invest these proceeds
in interest-bearing short-term investments, including money market accounts and/or
funds, that are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT and maintain
exemption from registration under the 1940 Act. These initial investments, if any, are
expected to provide a lower net return than we will seek to achieve from investments
in our target assets. We anticipate that we will be able to identify a sufficient amount
of investments in our target assets within approximately one to three months after the
closing of this offering and the concurrent private placement. However, depending on
the availability of appropriate investment opportunities and subject to prevailing
market conditions, there can be no assurance that we will be able to identify a
sufficient amount of investments within this timeframe. See "Use of Proceeds."

(1)
Includes (i) 100 shares of our common stock we previously issued to Legg Mason, Inc., (ii)                 shares of our common stock to be issued to our
Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager in a concurrent private placement (which will represent an aggregate investment equal to 5% of
the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option), (iii)             shares of our restricted common stock to be
granted to our Manager or employees of our Manager upon completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement under the Manager Equity
Plan (which will represent an amount equal to 2.5% of the number of shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering, excluding the
underwriters' overallotment option), and (iv)               shares of our restricted common stock to be granted to our chief financial officer and our three
director nominees upon completion of this offering under the Equity Plan. Does not include (i) an aggregate of              additional shares of our
common stock available for future grants under our equity incentive plans or (ii)                shares of our common stock that we may issue and sell upon
the exercise of the underwriters' overallotment option.
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Distribution policy We intend to make regular quarterly distributions to holders of our common stock.
U.S. federal income tax law generally requires that a REIT distribute annually at least
90% of its REIT taxable income, without regard to the deduction for dividends paid
and excluding net capital gains, and that it pay tax at regular corporate rates to the
extent that it annually distributes less than 100% of its net taxable income. We
generally intend over time to pay quarterly dividends in an amount equal to our net
taxable income. We plan to pay our first distribution in respect of the period from the
closing of this offering through December 31, 2009, which may be prior to the time
that we have fully invested the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent
private placement in investments in our target assets.
We cannot assure you that we will make any distributions to our stockholders. Any
distributions that we make will be at the discretion of our board of directors and will
depend upon, among other things, our actual results of operations. These results and
our ability to pay distributions will be affected by various factors, including the net
interest and other income from our portfolio, our operating expenses and any other
expenditures. For more information, see "Distribution Policy."

New York Stock Exchange
symbol "WMC."
Ownership and transfer
restrictions

To assist us in complying with limitations on the concentration of ownership of a
REIT imposed by the Internal Revenue Code, among other purposes, our certificate of
incorporation generally prohibits, among other prohibitions, any stockholder from
beneficially or constructively owning more than 9.8% by value or number of shares,
whichever is more restrictive, of our outstanding shares of common stock, or 9.8% by
value or number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of our outstanding capital
stock. See "Description of Capital Stock�Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer of our
Capital Stock."

Risk factors Investing in our common stock involves a high degree of risk. You should carefully
read and consider the information set forth under the heading "Risk Factors" beginning
on page 24 of this prospectus and all other information in this prospectus before
investing in our common stock.
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 RISK FACTORS

Investing in our common stock involves a high degree of risk. You should carefully consider the following risk factors and all other
information contained in this prospectus before purchasing our common stock. If any of the following risks occur, our business, financial
condition or results of operations could be materially and adversely affected. In that case, the trading price of our common stock could decline,
and you may lose some or all of your investment.

Risks Related to Our Business

We have no operating history and may not be able to successfully operate our business or generate sufficient revenue to make or sustain
distributions to our stockholders.

        We were organized in June 2009 and have no operating history. We have no assets and will commence operations only upon completion of
this offering and the concurrent private placement. We cannot assure you that we will be able to operate our business successfully or implement
our operating policies and strategies as described in this prospectus. The results of our operations depend on several factors, including the
availability of opportunities for the acquisition of assets, the level and volatility of interest rates, the availability of adequate short and long-term
financing, conditions in the financial markets and economic conditions.

We may change any of our strategies, policies or procedures without stockholder consent.

        We may change any of our strategies, policies or procedures with respect to investments, acquisitions, growth, operations, indebtedness,
capitalization and distributions at any time without the consent of our stockholders, which could result in an investment portfolio with a different
risk profile. A change in our investment strategy may increase our exposure to interest rate risk, default risk and real estate market fluctuations.
Furthermore, a change in our asset allocation could result in our making investments in asset categories different from those described in this
prospectus. These changes could adversely affect our financial condition, results of operations, the market price of our common stock and our
ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

We have not yet identified any specific investments in our target assets.

        We have not yet identified any specific investments in our target assets and as a result, you will not be able to evaluate any proposed
investments before purchasing shares of our common stock. Additionally, our investments will be selected by our Manager and our stockholders
will not have input into such investment decisions. Both of these factors will increase the uncertainty, and thus the risk, of investing in shares of
our common stock.

        Until appropriate investments can be identified or until we receive capital calls from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, our
Manager may invest the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement in interest-bearing short-term investments, including
money market accounts and/or funds, that are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT. These initial investments, if any, are expected
to provide a lower net return than we will seek to achieve from investments in our target assets. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a
REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the
concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. We anticipate that we will be
able to identify a sufficient amount of investments in our target assets within approximately one to three months after the closing of this offering
and the concurrent private placement. However, depending on the availability of appropriate investment opportunities and subject to prevailing
market conditions, there can be no assurance that we will be able to identify a sufficient amount of investments within this timeframe. See "Use
of Proceeds." Our Manager intends to conduct due diligence with respect to each investment and suitable investment opportunities may not be
immediately available. Even if opportunities are available, there
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can be no assurance that our Manager's due diligence processes will uncover all relevant facts or that any investment will be successful.

We may allocate the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to investments with which you may not agree.

        You will be unable to evaluate the manner in which the net proceeds of these offerings will be invested or the economic merit of our
expected investments and, as a result, we may use the net proceeds from these offerings to make investments with which you may not agree. The
failure of our management to apply these proceeds effectively or find investments that meet our investment criteria in sufficient time or on
acceptable terms could result in unfavorable returns, could cause a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition, liquidity, results
of operations and ability to make distributions to our stockholders, and could cause the value of our common stock to decline.

There can be no assurance that the actions of the U.S. Government, the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and other
governmental and regulatory bodies for the purpose of stabilizing the financial markets, including the establishment of the Term
Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility and the Public-Private Investment Program, or market response to those actions, will achieve the
intended effect, and our business may not benefit from these actions and further government or market developments could adversely impact
us.

        There can be no assurance that the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008, the
Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility, or the TALF, the Public-Private Investment Program, or the PPIP, or other recent
U.S. Government, Federal Reserve, U.S. Department of the Treasury and other governmental and regulatory actions will have a beneficial
impact on the financial markets, including on current extreme levels of volatility. To the extent the market does not respond favorably to these
initiatives or these initiatives do not function as intended, our business may not receive the anticipated positive impact from the legislation.
There can also be no assurance that we will be eligible to participate in any programs established by the U.S. Government such as the TALF or
the PPIP or, if we are eligible, that we will be able to utilize them successfully or at all. In addition, because the programs are designed, in part,
to restart the market for certain of our target assets, the establishment of these programs may result in increased competition for attractive
opportunities in our target assets. It is also possible that our competitors may utilize the programs which would provide them with attractive debt
and equity capital funding from the U.S. Government. In addition, the U.S. Government, the Federal Reserve, the U.S. Department of the
Treasury and other governmental and regulatory bodies have taken or are considering taking other actions to address the financial crisis. We
cannot predict whether or when such actions may occur, and such actions could have a dramatic impact on our business, results of operations
and financial condition.

Mortgage loan modification programs and future legislative action may adversely affect the value of, and the returns on, the target assets in
which we intend to invest.

        The U.S. Government, through the Federal Reserve, the Federal Housing Authority, or the FHA, and the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, or the FDIC, commenced implementation of programs designed to provide homeowners with assistance in avoiding residential or
commercial mortgage loan foreclosures. The programs may involve, among other things, the modification of mortgage loans to reduce the
principal amount of the loans or the rate of interest payable on the loans, or to extend the payment terms of the loans.

        A significant number of loan modifications could result in a significant reduction in cash flows to the holders of the mortgage securities on
an ongoing basis. These loan modification programs, as well as future legislative or regulatory actions, including amendments to the bankruptcy
laws, that result in the modification of outstanding mortgage loans may adversely affect the value of, and the returns on, the target assets in
which we intend to invest.
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        The Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009, which was enacted on May 20, 2009, provides a safe harbor for servicers entering
into "qualified loss mitigation plans" with respect to residential mortgages originated before the act was enacted. By protecting servicers from
certain liabilities, this safe harbor may encourage loan modifications and reduce the likelihood that investors in securitizations will be paid on a
timely basis or will be paid in full.

We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities and competition may limit our ability to acquire desirable
investments in our target assets and could also affect the pricing of these securities.

        We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities. Our profitability depends, in large part, on our ability to acquire
our target assets at attractive prices. In acquiring our target assets, we will compete with a variety of institutional investors, including other
REITs, specialty finance companies, public and private funds (including other funds managed by our Manager), commercial and investment
banks, commercial finance and insurance companies and other financial institutions. Many of our competitors are substantially larger and have
considerably greater financial, technical, marketing and other resources than we do. Several other REITs have recently raised, or are expected to
raise, significant amounts of capital, and may have investment objectives that overlap with ours, which may create additional competition for
investment opportunities. Some competitors may have a lower cost of funds and access to funding sources that may not be available to us, such
as funding from the U.S. Government, if we are not eligible to participate in programs established by the U.S. Government. Many of our
competitors are not subject to the operating constraints associated with REIT tax compliance or maintenance of an exemption from the 1940 Act.
In addition, some of our competitors may have higher risk tolerances or different risk assessments, which could allow them to consider a wider
variety of investments and establish more relationships than us. Furthermore, competition for investments in our target assets may lead to the
price of such assets increasing, which may further limit our ability to generate desired returns. We cannot assure you that the competitive
pressures we face will not have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition and results of operations. Also, as a result of this
competition, desirable investments in our target assets may be limited in the future and we may not be able to take advantage of attractive
investment opportunities from time to time, as we can provide no assurance that we will be able to identify and make investments that are
consistent with our investment objectives. In addition, the Federal Reserve's program to purchase Agency RMBS, has caused a narrowing in the
yield differential between Agency RMBS and U.S. Treasuries. If this narrowing continues, our net interest margin with respect to Agency
RMBS we expect to purchase could be negatively impacted.

Our investments may be concentrated and will be subject to risk of default.

        While we intend to diversify our portfolio of investments in the manner described in this prospectus, we are not required to observe specific
diversification criteria, except as may be set forth in the investment guidelines adopted by our board of directors. Therefore, our investments in
our target assets may at times be concentrated in certain property types that are subject to higher risk of foreclosure, or secured by properties
concentrated in a limited number of geographic locations. To the extent that our portfolio is concentrated in any one region or type of security,
downturns relating generally to such region or type of security may result in defaults on a number of our investments within a short time period,
which may reduce our net income and the value of our common stock and accordingly reduce our ability to make distributions to our
stockholders.

The lack of liquidity in our investments may adversely affect our business.

        We expect that the assets that we will acquire will not be publicly traded. A lack of liquidity may result from the absence of a willing buyer
or an established market for these assets, as well as legal or contractual restrictions on resale or the unavailability of financing for these assets. In
addition, mortgage-related assets generally experience periods of illiquidity, including the recent period of
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delinquencies and defaults with respect to residential and commercial mortgage loans. The illiquidity of our investments may make it difficult
for us to sell such investments if the need or desire arises. In addition, if we are required to liquidate all or a portion of our portfolio quickly, we
may realize significantly less than the value at which we have previously recorded our investments. Further, we may face other restrictions on
our ability to liquidate an investment in a business entity to the extent that we or our Manager has or could be attributed with material,
non-public information regarding such business entity. As a result, our ability to vary our portfolio in response to changes in economic and other
conditions may be relatively limited, which could adversely affect our results of operations and financial condition.

Difficult conditions in the mortgage, residential and commercial real estate markets may cause us to experience market losses related to our
holdings, and there is no assurance that these conditions will improve in the near future.

        Our results of operations are materially affected by conditions in the mortgage market, the residential and commercial real estate markets,
the financial markets and the economy generally. The mortgage market has been severely affected by changes in the lending landscape and there
is no assurance that these conditions have stabilized or that they will not worsen. Disruption in the mortgage market negatively impacts new
demand for homes and home price performance. There is a strong correlation between home price growth rates and mortgage loan
delinquencies. The further deterioration of the RMBS market may cause us to experience losses related to our assets and to sell assets at a loss.
Declines in the market values of our investments may adversely affect our results of operations and credit availability, which may reduce
earnings and, in turn, cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

        Dramatic declines in the residential and commercial real estate markets, with falling home prices and increasing foreclosures and
unemployment, have resulted in significant asset write-downs by financial institutions, which have caused many financial institutions to seek
additional capital, to merge with other institutions and, in some cases, to fail. Institutions from which we may seek to obtain financing may have
owned or financed residential or commercial mortgage loans, real estate-related securities and real estate loans, which have declined in value and
caused them to suffer losses as a result of the recent downturn in the residential and commercial mortgage markets. Many lenders and
institutional investors have reduced and, in some cases, ceased to provide funding to borrowers, including other financial institutions. If these
conditions persist, these institutions may become insolvent or tighten their lending standards, which could make it more difficult for us to obtain
financing on favorable terms or at all. Our profitability may be adversely affected if we are unable to obtain cost-effective financing for our
assets.

Our investments in MBS are generally subject to losses.

        We intend to acquire MBS. In general, losses on a mortgaged property securing a mortgage loan included in a securitization will be borne
first by the equity holder of the property, then by a cash reserve fund or letter of credit, if any, then by the holder of a mezzanine loan or B-Note,
if any, then by the "first loss" subordinated security holder (generally, the "B-Piece" buyer) and then by the holder of a higher-rated security. In
the event of default and the exhaustion of any equity support, reserve fund, letter of credit, mezzanine loans or B-Notes, and any classes of
securities junior to those in which we invest, we will not be able to recover all of our investment in the securities we purchase. In addition, if the
underlying mortgage portfolio has been overvalued by the originator, or if the values subsequently decline and, as a result, less collateral is
available to satisfy interest and principal payments due on the related MBS. The prices of lower credit quality securities are generally less
sensitive to interest rate changes than more highly rated investments, but more sensitive to adverse economic downturns or individual issuer
developments.
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We may acquire non-Agency RMBS collateralized by subprime mortgage loans, which are subject to increased risks.

        We may acquire non-Agency RMBS backed by collateral pools of mortgage loans that have been originated using underwriting standards
that are less restrictive than those used in underwriting "prime mortgage loans" and "Alternative-A mortgage loans." These lower standards
include mortgage loans made to borrowers having imperfect or impaired credit histories, mortgage loans where the amount of the loan at
origination is 80% or more of the value of the mortgage property, mortgage loans made to borrowers with low credit scores, mortgage loans
made to borrowers who have other debt that represents a large portion of their income and mortgage loans made to borrowers whose income is
not required to be disclosed or verified. Due to economic conditions, including increased interest rates and lower home prices, as well as
aggressive lending practices, subprime mortgage loans have in recent periods experienced increased rates of delinquency, foreclosure,
bankruptcy and loss, and they are likely to continue to experience delinquency, foreclosure, bankruptcy and loss rates that are higher, and that
may be substantially higher, than those experienced by mortgage loans underwritten in a more traditional manner. Thus, because of the higher
delinquency rates and losses associated with subprime mortgage loans, the performance of non-Agency RMBS backed by subprime mortgage
loans that we may acquire could be correspondingly adversely affected, which could adversely impact our results of operations, financial
condition and business.

The mortgage loans underlying the RMBS that we intend to acquire will be subject to defaults, foreclosure timeline extension, fraud and
residential price depreciation and unfavorable modification of loan principal amount, interest rate and amortization of principal, which
could result in losses to us.

        Our investments in RMBS will be subject to the risks of defaults, foreclosure timeline extension, fraud and home price depreciation and
unfavorable modification of loan principal amount, interest rate and amortization of principal, accompanying the underlying residential
mortgage loans. The ability of a borrower to repay a mortgage loan secured by a residential property is dependent upon the income or assets of
the borrower. A number of factors may impair borrowers' abilities to repay their loans, including:

�
adverse changes in national and local economic and market conditions;

�
changes in governmental laws and regulations, fiscal policies and zoning ordinances and the related costs of compliance with
laws and regulations, fiscal policies and ordinances;

�
costs of remediation and liabilities associated with environmental conditions such as indoor mold;

�
the potential for uninsured or under-insured property losses;

�
acts of God, including earthquakes, floods and other natural disasters, which may result in uninsured losses; and

�
acts of war or terrorism, including the consequences of terrorist attacks, such as those that occurred on September 11, 2001.

        In the event of defaults on the residential mortgage loans that underlie our investments in RMBS and the exhaustion of any underlying or
any additional credit support, we may not realize our anticipated return on our investments and we may incur a loss on these investments. In
addition, our investments in non-Agency RMBS will be backed by residential real property but, in contrast to Agency RMBS, their principal and
interest will not be guaranteed by federally chartered entities such as Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and, in the case of Ginnie Mae, the U.S.
Government. The ability of a borrower to repay these loans or other financial assets is dependent upon the income or assets of these borrowers.
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The commercial mortgage loans underlying the CMBS we intend to acquire will be subject to defaults, foreclosure timeline extension, fraud
and commercial price depreciation and unfavorable modification of loan principal amount, interest rate and amortization of principal,
which could result in losses to us.

        CMBS are secured by a single commercial mortgage loan or a pool of commercial mortgage loans. Commercial mortgage loans are secured
by multifamily or commercial property and are subject to risks of delinquency and foreclosure, and risks of loss that may be greater than similar
risks associated with loans made on the security of single-family residential property. The ability of a borrower to repay a loan secured by an
income-producing property typically is dependent primarily upon the successful operation of such property rather than upon the existence of
independent income or assets of the borrower. If the net operating income of the property is reduced, the borrower's ability to repay the loan may
be impaired. Net operating income of an income-producing property can be affected by, among other things,

�
tenant mix;

�
success of tenant businesses;

�
property management decisions;

�
property location and condition;

�
competition from comparable types of properties;

�
changes in laws that increase operating expenses or limit rents that may be charged;

�
any need to address environmental contamination at the property or the occurrence of any uninsured casualty at the property;

�
changes in national, regional or local economic conditions and/or specific industry segments;

�
declines in regional or local real estate values;

�
declines in regional or local rental or occupancy rates;

�
increases in interest rates;

�
real estate tax rates and other operating expenses;

�
changes in governmental rules, regulations and fiscal policies, including environmental legislation; and

�
acts of God, terrorist attacks, social unrest and civil disturbances.

If our Manager overestimates the loss-adjusted yields of our CMBS investments, we may experience losses.
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        Our Manager will value our potential CMBS investments based on loss-adjusted yields, taking into account estimated future losses on the
mortgage loans included in the securitization's pool of loans, and the estimated impact of these losses on expected future cash flows. Our
Manager's loss estimates may not prove accurate, as actual results may vary from estimates. In the event that our Manager overestimates the
pool level losses relative to the price we pay for a particular CMBS investment, we may experience losses with respect to such investment.

We may not control the special servicing of the mortgage loans included in the CMBS in which we invest and, in such cases, the special
servicer may take actions that could adversely affect our interests.

        With respect to CMBS in which we invest, overall control over the special servicing of the related underlying mortgage loans will be held
by a "directing certificateholder" or a "controlling class representative," which is appointed by the holders of the most subordinate class of
CMBS in such
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series (except in the case of CMBS financed by the TALF, where TALF rules prohibit control by investors in a subordinate class once the
principal balance of that class is reduced to less than 25% of its initial principal balance as a result of both actual realized losses and "appraisal
reduction amounts"). We may not have the right to appoint the directing certificateholder. In connection with the servicing of the specially
serviced mortgage loans, the related special servicer may, at the direction of the directing certificateholder, take actions with respect to the
specially serviced mortgage loans that could adversely affect our interests.

The receivables underlying the ABS we may acquire are subject to credit exposure, which could result in losses to us.

        ABS are securities backed by various asset classes including auto loans, student loans, credit card loans, equipment loans, floor plan loans
and small business loans fully guaranteed as to principal and interest by the U.S. Small Business Administration, or the SBA. ABS remain
subject to the credit exposure of the underlying receivables. In the event of increased rates of delinquency with respect to any receivables
underlying our ABS, we may not realize our anticipated return on these investments.

We may experience a decline in the market value of our assets.

        A decline in the market value of our assets may require us to recognize an "other-than-temporary" impairment against such assets under
GAAP if we were to determine that, with respect to any assets in unrealized loss positions, we do not have the ability and intent to hold such
assets to maturity or for a period of time sufficient to allow for recovery to the amortized cost of such assets. If such a determination were to be
made, we would recognize unrealized losses through earnings and write down the amortized cost of such assets to a new cost basis, based on the
fair market value of such assets on the date they are considered to be other-than-temporarily impaired. Such impairment charges reflect non-cash
losses at the time of recognition; subsequent disposition or sale of such assets could further affect our future losses or gains, as they are based on
the difference between the sale price received and adjusted amortized cost of such assets at the time of sale.

Some of our portfolio investments will be recorded at fair value and, as a result, there will be uncertainty as to the value of these investments.

        Some of our portfolio investments will be in the form of securities that are not publicly traded. The fair value of securities and other
investments that are not publicly traded may not be readily determinable. We will value these investments quarterly at fair value, as determined
in accordance with Statement of Financial Accounting Standards, or SFAS, No. 157, "Fair Value Measurements," or SFAS 157, which may
include unobservable inputs. Because such valuations are subjective, the fair value of certain of our assets may fluctuate over short periods of
time and our determinations of fair value may differ materially from the values that would have been used if a ready market for these securities
existed. The value of our common stock could be adversely affected if our determinations regarding the fair value of these investments were
materially higher than the values that we ultimately realize upon their disposal.

Because we intend to acquire fixed-rate securities, an increase in interest rates on our borrowings may adversely affect our book value.

        Increases in interest rates may negatively affect the market value of our assets. Any fixed-rate securities that we invest in generally will be
more negatively affected by these increases than adjustable-rate securities. In accordance with accounting rules, we will be required to reduce
our book value by the amount of any decrease in the market value of our assets that are classified for accounting purposes as available-for-sale.
We will be required to evaluate our assets on a quarterly basis to determine their fair value by using third party bid price indications provided by
dealers who make
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markets in these securities or by third-party pricing services. If the fair value of a security is not available from a dealer or third-party pricing
service, we will estimate the fair value of the security using a variety of models and analyses, taking into consideration aggregate characteristics
including, but not limited to, type of collateral, index, margin, periodic interest rate caps, lifetime interest rate caps, underwriting standards, age
and delinquency experience. However, the fair value reflects estimates and may not be indicative of the amounts we would receive in a current
market exchange. If we determine that an agency security is other-than-temporarily impaired, we would be required to reduce the value of such
agency security on our balance sheet by recording an impairment charge in our income statement and our stockholders' equity would be
correspondingly reduced. Reductions in stockholders' equity decrease the amounts that we may borrow to purchase additional target assets,
which could restrict our ability to increase our net income.

An increase in interest rates may cause a decrease in the volume of certain of our target assets, which could adversely affect our ability to
acquire target assets that satisfy our investment objectives and to generate income and make distributions.

        Rising interest rates generally reduce the demand for mortgage loans due to the higher cost of borrowing. A reduction in the volume of
mortgage loans originated may affect the volume of our target assets available to us, which could adversely affect our ability to acquire assets
that satisfy our investment objectives. Rising interest rates may also cause our target assets that were issued prior to an interest rate increase to
provide yields that are below prevailing market interest rates. If rising interest rates cause us to be unable to acquire a sufficient volume of our
target assets with a yield that is above our borrowing cost, our ability to satisfy our investment objectives and to generate income and make
distributions may be materially and adversely affected.

        The relationship between short-term and longer-term interest rates is often referred to as the "yield curve." Ordinarily, short-term interest
rates are lower than longer-term interest rates. If short-term interest rates rise disproportionately relative to longer-term interest rates (a flattening
of the yield curve), our borrowing costs may increase more rapidly than the interest income earned on our assets. Because we expect our
investments, on average, generally will bear interest based on longer-term rates than our borrowings, a flattening of the yield curve would tend
to decrease our net income and the market value of our net assets. Additionally, to the extent cash flows from investments that return scheduled
and unscheduled principal are reinvested, the spread between the yields on the new investments and available borrowing rates may decline,
which would likely decrease our net income. It is also possible that short-term interest rates may exceed longer-term interest rates (a yield curve
inversion), in which event our borrowing costs may exceed our interest income and we could incur operating losses.

Increases in interest rates could adversely affect the value of our investments and cause our interest expense to increase, which could result
in reduced earnings or losses and negatively affect our profitability as well as the cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

        We will seek to invest in non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS. In a normal yield curve environment, an investment in
such assets will generally decline in value if long-term interest rates increase. Declines in market value may ultimately reduce earnings or result
in losses to us, which may negatively affect cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

        A significant risk associated with our target assets is the risk that both long-term and short-term interest rates will increase significantly. If
long-term rates increased significantly, the market value of these investments would decline, and the duration and weighted average life of the
investments would increase. We could realize a loss if the securities were sold. At the same time, an increase in short-term interest rates would
increase the amount of interest owed on any repurchase agreements we may enter into.
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        Market values of our investments may decline without any general increase in interest rates for a number of reasons, such as increases or
expected increases in defaults, or increases or expected increases in voluntary prepayments for those investments that are subject to prepayment
risk or widening of credit spreads.

        In addition, in a period of rising interest rates, our operating results will depend in large part on the difference between the income from our
assets and our financing costs. We anticipate that, in most cases, the income from such assets will respond more slowly to interest rate
fluctuations than the cost of our borrowings. Consequently, changes in interest rates, particularly short-term interest rates, may significantly
influence our net income. Increases in these rates will tend to decrease our net income and market value of our assets.

Interest rate mismatches between our RMBS backed by adjustable-rate mortgages or hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages and our borrowings
used to fund our purchases of these assets may cause us to suffer losses.

        We may fund our RMBS with borrowings that have interest rates that adjust more frequently than the interest rate indices and repricing
terms of RMBS backed by adjustable-rate mortgages, or ARMs, or hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages, or hybrid ARMs. Accordingly, if
short-term interest rates increase, our borrowing costs may increase faster than the interest rates on RMBS backed by ARMs or hybrid ARMs
adjust. As a result, in a period of rising interest rates, we could experience a decrease in net income or a net loss.

        In most cases, the interest rate indices and repricing terms of RMBS backed by ARMs or hybrid ARMs and our borrowings will not be
identical, thereby potentially creating an interest rate mismatch between our investments and our borrowings. While the historical spread
between relevant short-term interest rate indices has been relatively stable, there have been periods when the spread between these indices was
volatile. During periods of changing interest rates, these interest rate index mismatches could reduce our net income or produce a net loss, and
adversely affect the level of our dividends and the market price of our common stock.

        In addition, RMBS backed by ARMs or hybrid ARMs will typically be subject to lifetime interest rate caps that limit the amount an interest
rate can increase through the maturity of the RMBS. However, our borrowings under repurchase agreements typically will not be subject to
similar restrictions. Accordingly, in a period of rapidly increasing interest rates, the interest rates paid on our borrowings could increase without
limitation while caps could limit the interest rates on these types of RMBS. This problem is magnified for RMBS backed by ARMs or hybrid
ARMs that are not fully indexed. Further, some RMBS backed by ARMs or hybrid ARMs may be subject to periodic payment caps that result in
a portion of the interest being deferred and added to the principal outstanding. As a result, we may receive less cash income on these types of
RMBS than we need to pay interest on our related borrowings. These factors could reduce our net interest income and cause us to suffer a loss
during periods of rising interest rates.

Interest rate fluctuations may adversely affect the level of our net income and the value of our assets and common stock.

        Interest rates are highly sensitive to many factors, including governmental monetary and tax policies, domestic and international economic
and political considerations and other factors beyond our control. Interest rate fluctuations present a variety of risks, including the risk of a
narrowing of the difference between asset yields and borrowing rates, flattening or inversion of the yield curve and fluctuating prepayment rates,
and may adversely affect our income and the value of our assets and common stock.
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Prepayment rates may adversely affect the value of our investment portfolio.

        Pools of residential mortgage loans underlie the RMBS that we will acquire. In the case of residential mortgage loans, there are seldom any
restrictions on borrowers' abilities to prepay their loans. We will generally receive payments from principal payments that are made on these
underlying mortgage loans. When borrowers prepay their mortgage loans faster than expected, this results in prepayments that are faster than
expected on the RMBS. Faster than expected prepayments could adversely affect our profitability, including in the following ways:

�
We may purchase RMBS that have a higher interest rate than the market interest rate at the time. In exchange for this higher
interest rate, we may pay a premium over the par value to acquire the security. In accordance with GAAP, we may amortize
this premium over the estimated term of the RMBS. If the RMBS is prepaid in whole or in part prior to its maturity date,
however, we may be required to expense the premium that was prepaid at the time of the prepayment.

�
We anticipate that a substantial portion of our adjustable-rate RMBS may bear interest rates that are lower than their fully
indexed rates, which are equivalent to the applicable index rate plus a margin. If an adjustable-rate RMBS is prepaid prior to
or soon after the time of adjustment to a fully-indexed rate, we will have held that RMBS while it was least profitable and
lost the opportunity to receive interest at the fully indexed rate over the remainder of its expected life.

�
If we are unable to acquire new RMBS similar to the prepaid RMBS, our financial condition, results of operation and cash
flow would suffer. Prepayment rates generally increase when interest rates fall and decrease when interest rates rise, but
changes in prepayment rates are difficult to predict. Prepayment rates also may be affected by conditions in the housing and
financial markets, general economic conditions and the relative interest rates on fixed-rate mortgages, or FRMs, and ARMs.

        While we will seek to minimize prepayment risk to the extent practical, in selecting investments we must balance prepayment risk against
other risks and the potential returns of each investment. No strategy can completely insulate us from prepayment risk.

Recent market conditions may upset the historical relationship between interest rate changes and prepayment trends, which would make it
more difficult for us to analyze our investment portfolio.

        Our success depends on our ability to analyze the relationship of changing interest rates on prepayments of the mortgage loans that underlie
our RMBS. Changes in interest rates and prepayments affect the market price of the target assets that we intend to purchase and any target assets
that we hold at a given time. As part of our overall portfolio risk management, we will analyze interest rate changes and prepayment trends
separately and collectively to assess their effects on our investment portfolio. In conducting our analysis, we will depend on certain assumptions
based upon historical trends with respect to the relationship between interest rates and prepayments under normal market conditions. If the
recent dislocations in the mortgage market or other developments change the way that prepayment trends have historically responded to interest
rate changes, our ability to (1) assess the market value of our investment portfolio, (2) implement any hedging strategies and (3) implement
techniques to reduce our prepayment rate volatility would be significantly affected, which could materially adversely affect our financial
position and results of operations.
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We are highly dependent on information systems and systems failures could significantly disrupt our business, which may, in turn,
negatively affect the market price of our common stock and our ability to make distributions to all stockholders.

        Our business is highly dependent on communications and information systems of our Manager. Any failure or interruption of our
Manager's systems could cause delays or other problems in our securities trading activities, which could have a material adverse effect on our
operating results and negatively affect the market price of our common stock and our ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

Maintenance of our 1940 Act exemption imposes limits on our operations.

        We intend to conduct our operations so that neither we nor our subsidiaries are required to register as an investment company under the
1940 Act. Because we are a holding company that will conduct our businesses through our wholly-owned or majority-owned subsidiaries, the
securities issued by these subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" under Section 3(c)(1) or Section 3(c)(7) of
the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities owned by us, may not have a combined value in excess of 40% of the value of our
adjusted total assets on an unconsolidated basis (the "40% test"). This requirement limits the types of businesses in which we may engage
through our subsidiaries. In addition, the assets we and our subsidiaries may acquire are limited by the provisions of the 1940 Act and the rules
and regulations promulgated under the 1940 Act, which may adversely affect our performance.

        If the value of securities issued by our subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" by Section 3(c)(1) or
3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we own, exceeds 40% of our adjusted total assets on an unconsolidated
basis, or if one or more of such subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception or exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be
required either (a) to substantially change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment
company or (b) to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, either of which could have an adverse effect on us and the market
price of our securities. If we were required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, we would become subject to substantial
regulation with respect to our capital structure (including our ability to use leverage), management, operations, transactions with affiliated
persons (as defined in the 1940 Act), portfolio composition, including restrictions with respect to diversification and industry concentration, and
other matters.

        Certain of our subsidiaries may rely upon the exemption from registration as an investment company under the 1940 Act pursuant to
Section 3(c)(5)(C) of the 1940 Act, which is available for entities "primarily engaged in the business of purchasing or otherwise acquiring
mortgages and other liens on and interests in real estate." This exemption generally requires that at least 55% of each of their assets be
comprised of qualifying real estate assets and at least 80% of each of their assets be comprised of qualifying real estate assets and real
estate-related assets under the 1940 Act. We expect each of our subsidiaries relying on Section 3(c)(5)(C) to rely on guidance published by the
SEC staff or on our analyses of guidance published with respect to other types of assets to determine which assets are qualifying real estate
assets and real estate-related assets. To the extent that the SEC staff publishes new or different guidance with respect to these matters, we may be
required to adjust our strategy accordingly. In addition, we may be limited in our ability to make certain investments and these limitations could
result in the subsidiary holding assets we might wish to sell or selling assets we might wish to hold.

        Certain of our subsidiaries may rely on the exemption provided by Section 3(c)(6) to the extent that they hold mortgage assets through
majority owned subsidiaries that rely on Section 3(c)(5)(C). The SEC staff has issued little interpretive guidance with respect to Section 3(c)(6)
and any guidance
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published by the staff could require us to adjust our strategy accordingly. Although the SEC staff has issued little interpretive guidance with
respect to Section 3(c)(6), we believe that our subsidiaries may rely on Section 3(c)(6) if, among other things, 55% of the assets of such
subsidiaries consist of, and at least 55% of the income of such subsidiaries are derived from, qualifying real estate investment assets owned by
wholly owned or majority-owned subsidiaries of such subsidiaries.

        In addition, if we organize special purpose subsidiaries in the future that will borrow under the TALF, we currently expect that these TALF
subsidiaries will rely on Section 3(c)(7) for their 1940 Act exemption and, therefore our interest in each of these TALF subsidiaries would
constitute an "investment security" for purposes of determining whether we pass the 40% test.

        We may in the future, however, organize one or more TALF subsidiaries or other subsidiaries that seek to rely on the 1940 Act exemption
provided to certain structured financing vehicles by Rule 3a-7. To the extent that we organize subsidiaries that rely on Rule 3a-7 for an
exemption from the 1940 Act, these subsidiaries will also need to comply with the restrictions described in "Business�Operating and Regulatory
Structure�1940 Act Exemption." In general, Rule 3a-7 exempts from the 1940 Act issuers that limit their activities as follows:

�
the issuer issues securities the payment of which depends primarily on the cash flow from "eligible assets," which include
many of the types of assets that we expect to acquire in our TALF fundings, that by their terms convert into cash within a
finite time period;

�
any securities sold to the public are fixed income securities rated investment grade by at least one rating agency (fixed
income securities which are unrated or rated below investment grade may be sold to institutional accredited investors and
any securities may be sold to "qualified institutional buyers" and to persons involved in the organization or operation of the
issuer);

�
the issuer acquires and disposes of eligible assets (1) only in accordance with the agreements pursuant to which the securities
are issued, (2) so that the acquisition or disposition does not result in a downgrading of the issuer's fixed income securities
and (3) the eligible assets are not acquired or disposed of for the primary purpose of recognizing gains or decreasing losses
resulting from market value changes; and

�
unless the issuer is issuing only commercial paper, the issuer appoints an independent trustee, takes reasonable steps to
transfer to the trustee an ownership or perfected security interest in the eligible assets, and meets rating agency requirements
for commingling of cash flows.

        Any TALF subsidiary also would need to be structured to comply with any guidance that may be issued by the Division of Investment
Management of the SEC on how the TALF subsidiary must be organized to comply with the restrictions contained in Rule 3a-7. Compliance
with Rule 3a-7 may require that the indenture governing the subsidiary include additional limitations on the types of assets the subsidiary may
sell or acquire out of the proceeds of assets that mature, are refinanced or otherwise sold, on the period of time during which such transactions
may occur, and on the level of transactions that may occur. In light of the requirements of Rule 3a-7, our ability to manage assets held in a
special purpose subsidiary that complies with Rule 3a-7 will be limited and we may not be able to purchase or sell assets owned by that
subsidiary when we would otherwise desire to do so, which could lead to losses. We expect that the aggregate value of our interests in our TALF
subsidiaries and other subsidiaries that may in the future seek to rely on Rule 3a-7, if any, will comprise less than 20% of our total assets on an
unconsolidated basis.

        The determination of whether an entity is a majority-owned subsidiary of ours is made by us. The 1940 Act defines a majority-owned
subsidiary of a person as a company 50% or more of the outstanding voting securities of which are owned by such person, or by another
company which is a majority-owned subsidiary of such person. The 1940 Act further defines voting securities as any security presently entitling
the owner or holder thereof to vote for the election of directors of a company. We
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treat companies in which we own at least a majority of the outstanding voting securities as majority-owned subsidiaries for purposes of the 40%
test. We have not requested the SEC to approve our treatment of any company as a majority-owned subsidiary and the SEC has not done so. If
the SEC were to disagree with our treatment of one or more companies as majority-owned subsidiaries, we would need to adjust our strategy and
our assets in order to continue to pass the 40% test. Any such adjustment in our strategy could have a material adverse effect on us.

        There can be no assurance that the laws and regulations governing the 1940 Act status of REITs, including the Division of Investment
Management of the SEC providing more specific or different guidance regarding these exemptions, will not change in a manner that adversely
affects our operations. If we or our subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception or exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be
required either to (a) change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment company,
(b) effect sales of our assets in a manner that, or at a time when, we would not otherwise choose to do so, or (c) register as an investment
company, any of which could negatively affect the value of our common stock, the sustainability of our business model, and our ability to make
distributions which could have an adverse effect on our business and the market price for our shares of common stock. The loss of our 1940 Act
exemption would also permit our Manager to terminate the management agreement, which could result in material adverse effect on our
business and results of operations.

Risks Related to Financing and Hedging

We expect to use leverage in executing our business strategy, which may adversely affect the return on our assets and may reduce cash
available for distribution to our stockholders, as well as increase losses when economic conditions are unfavorable.

        We expect to use leverage to finance our assets through borrowings under programs established by the U.S. Government such as the TALF
and the PPIP (to the extent available to us), borrowings from repurchase agreements, including the Merrill Repurchase Facility that we expect
will be available to us immediately following the consummation of this offering, and other secured and unsecured forms of borrowing. There are
no limits on the maximum amount of leverage that we may use, and we are not required to maintain any particular debt-to-equity leverage. The
amount of leverage we may deploy for particular assets will depend upon our Manager's assessment of the credit and other risks of those assets.
We expect under current market conditions to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, approximately one and a half to five times leverage on our
non-Agency RMBS through private funding sources and through programs established by the U.S. Government, such as the TALF and the PPIP,
and to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, up to six to eight times leverage on our Agency RMBS assets using private funding sources.

        The capital and credit markets have experienced extreme volatility and disruption since July 2007. In a large number of cases, the markets
have exerted downward pressure on stock prices and credit capacity for issuers. Our access to capital depends upon a number of factors over
which we have little or no control, including:

�
general market conditions;

�
the market's view of the quality of our assets;

�
the market's perception of our growth potential;

�
our eligibility to participate in and access capital from programs established by the U.S. Government;

�
our current and potential future earnings and cash distributions; and

�
the market price of the shares of our capital stock.
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        The current weakness in the financial markets, the residential and commercial mortgage markets and the economy could adversely affect
one or more of our potential lenders and could cause one or more of our potential lenders to be unwilling or unable to provide us with financing
or to increase the costs of that financing. Current market conditions have affected different types of financing for mortgage-related assets to
varying degrees, with some sources generally being unavailable, others being available but at a higher cost, while others are largely unaffected.
For example, in the repurchase agreement market, non-Agency RMBS have been more difficult to finance than Agency RMBS. Repurchase
agreement counterparties have generally increased haircuts, which are the percentages that represent how much the amount of the loan is less
than the value of the collateral securing the loan. Repurchase agreement counterparties have taken these steps in order to compensate themselves
for a perceived increased risk due to the illiquidity of the underlying collateral. In some cases, margin calls have forced borrowers to liquidate
collateral in order to meet the capital requirements of these margin calls, resulting in losses.

        The return on our assets and cash available for distribution to our stockholders may be reduced to the extent that market conditions prevent
us from leveraging our assets or cause the cost of our financing to increase relative to the income that can be derived from the assets acquired.
Our financing costs will reduce cash available for distributions to stockholders. We may not be able to meet our financing obligations and, to the
extent that we cannot, we risk the loss of some or all of our assets to liquidation or sale to satisfy the obligations under our repurchase
agreements. A decrease in the value of these assets may lead to margin calls which we will have to satisfy. We may not have the funds available
to satisfy any such margin calls and may be forced to sell assets at significantly depressed prices due to market conditions or otherwise, which
may result in losses. The satisfaction of such margin calls may reduce cash flow available for distribution to our stockholders. Any reduction in
distributions to our stockholders may cause the value of our common stock to decline.

There can be no assurance that our Manager will be able to prevent mismatches in the maturities of our assets and liabilities.

        Because we will employ financial leverage in funding our portfolio, mismatches in the maturities of our assets and liabilities can create risk
in the need to continually renew or otherwise refinance our liabilities. Our net interest margins will be dependent upon a positive spread between
the returns on our asset portfolio and our overall cost of funding. Our Manager expects to actively employ portfolio-wide and security-specific
risk measurement and management processes in our daily operations. Our Manager's risk management tools will include software and services
licensed or purchased from third parties, in addition to proprietary systems and analytical methods developed internally. There can be no
assurance that these tools and the other risk management techniques described above will protect us from asset/liability risks.

There can be no assurance that the TALF will be expanded to include non-Agency RMBS or that we will be able to successfully utilize
U.S. Government equity and debt financing to acquire non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS.

        We may acquire CMBS and ABS primarily with financings under the TALF. On August 17, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and
the Federal Reserve announced that they do not currently anticipate any further additions to the types of collateral eligible for the TALF, but are
prepared to reconsider this decision if financial and economic developments warrant such reconsideration. As a result, there can be no assurance
that the TALF will be expanded to include non-Agency RMBS or that we will be able to utilize successfully U.S. Government equity and debt
financing to purchase non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and/or ABS.

        Our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, has been selected as a pre-qualified asset manager under the PPIP. We anticipate
being able to benefit from the financing available under
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the PPIP, primarily by allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for
investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. There can be no assurance, however, that we will be eligible to participate in
this program or, if we are eligible, that we will be able to utilize it successfully or at all. In addition, the terms of our investment in the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and the U.S. Government financing that may be available to it, as described herein, have not been
finalized. As a result, there can be no assurance that the final terms of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be as favorable to us
as those described herein. See "Business�Recent Regulatory Developments�The Public-Private Investment Program."

If a counterparty to our repurchase transactions defaults on its obligation to resell the underlying security back to us at the end of the
transaction term, or if the value of the underlying security has declined as of the end of that term, or if we default on our obligations under
the repurchase agreement, we will lose money on our repurchase transactions.

        When we engage in repurchase transactions, we will generally sell securities to lenders (repurchase agreement counterparties) and receive
cash from these lenders. The lenders will be obligated to resell the same securities back to us at the end of the term of the transaction. Because
the cash we receive from the lender when we initially sell the securities to the lender will be less than the value of those securities (this
difference is the haircut), if the lender defaults on its obligation to resell the same securities back to us we may incur a loss on the transaction
equal to the amount of the haircut (assuming there was no change in the value of the securities). We would also lose money on a repurchase
transaction if the value of the underlying securities has declined as of the end of the transaction term, as we would have to repurchase the
securities for their initial value but would receive securities worth less than that amount. Further, if we default on one of our obligations under a
repurchase transaction, the lender can terminate the transaction and cease entering into any other repurchase transactions with us. We expect our
repurchase agreements will contain cross-default provisions, so that if a default occurs under any one agreement, the lenders under our other
agreements could also declare a default. Any losses we incur on our repurchase transactions could adversely affect our earnings and thus our
cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

Our use of repurchase agreements to finance our target assets may give our lenders greater rights in the event that either we or a lender files
for bankruptcy.

        Our borrowings under repurchase agreements for our target assets may qualify for special treatment under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code,
giving our lenders the ability to avoid the automatic stay provisions of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and to take possession of and liquidate the
assets that we have pledged under their repurchase agreements without delay in the event that we file for bankruptcy. Furthermore, the special
treatment of repurchase agreements under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code may make it difficult for us to recover our pledged assets in the event that a
lender party to such agreement files for bankruptcy. Therefore, our use of repurchase agreements to finance our investments, including the use of
the Merrill Repurchase Facility that we expect will be available to us immediately following the consummation of this offering, exposes our
pledged assets to risk in the event of a bankruptcy filing by either a lender or us.

We intend to use repurchase agreement financing to acquire our target assets, and our inability to access this funding could have a material
adverse effect on our results of operations, financial condition and business.

        We intend to use repurchase agreement financing as a strategy to increase the return on our assets. However, we may not be able to achieve
our desired leverage ratio for a number of reasons, including if the following events occur:

�
our lenders do not make repurchase agreement financing available to us at acceptable rates;
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�
certain of our lenders exit the repurchase market;

�
our lenders require that we pledge additional collateral to cover our borrowings, which we may be unable to do; or

�
we determine that the leverage would expose us to excessive risk.

        Our ability to fund our target assets may be impacted by our ability to secure repurchase agreement financing on acceptable terms. We can
provide no assurance that lenders will be willing or able to provide us with sufficient financing. In addition, because repurchase agreements are
short term commitments of capital, lenders may respond to market conditions making it more difficult for us to secure continued financing.
During certain periods of the credit cycle, lenders may curtail their willingness to provide financing.

        If major market participants continue to exit the repurchase agreement financing business, the value of our target assets could be negatively
impacted, thus reducing net stockholder equity, or book value. Furthermore, if many of our potential lenders are unwilling or unable to provide
us with repurchase agreement financing, we could be forced to sell our target assets at an inopportune time when prices are depressed. In
addition, if the regulatory capital requirements imposed on our lenders change, they may be required to significantly increase the cost of the
financing that they provide to us. Our lenders also may revise their eligibility requirements for the types of assets they are willing to finance or
the terms of such financings, based on, among other factors, the regulatory environment and their management of perceived risk, particularly
with respect to assignee liability. Moreover, the amount of financing we will receive under our repurchase agreements will be directly related to
the lenders' valuation of the assets that secure the outstanding borrowings. Typically, repurchase agreements grant the respective lender the
absolute right to reevaluate the market value of the assets that secure outstanding borrowings at any time. If a lender determines in its sole
discretion that the value of the assets has decreased, it has the right to initiate a margin call. A margin call would require us to transfer additional
assets to such lender without any advance of funds from the lender for such transfer or to repay a portion of the outstanding borrowings. Any
such margin call could have a material adverse effect on our results of operations, financial condition, business, liquidity and ability to make
distributions to our stockholders, and could cause the value of our common stock to decline. We may be forced to sell assets at significantly
depressed prices to meet such margin calls and to maintain adequate liquidity, which could cause us to incur losses. Moreover, to the extent we
are forced to sell assets at such time, given market conditions, we may be selling at the same time as others facing similar pressures, which could
exacerbate a difficult market environment and which could result in our incurring significantly greater losses on our sale of such assets. In an
extreme case of market duress, a market may not even be present for certain of our assets at any price.

        Our liquidity may also be adversely affected by margin calls under repurchase agreements for our target assets because we will be
dependent in part on the lenders' valuation of the collateral securing the financing. Any such margin call could harm our liquidity, results of
operation, and financial condition. Additionally, in order to obtain cash to satisfy a margin call, we may be required to liquidate assets at a
disadvantageous time, which could cause us to incur further losses and adversely affect our results of operations and financial condition.

The current dislocations in the residential and commercial mortgage sector could cause one or more of our potential lenders to be unwilling
or unable to provide us with financing for our target assets on attractive terms or at all.

        Dramatic declines in the residential and commercial real estate markets, with decreasing home prices and increasing foreclosures and
unemployment, have resulted in significant asset write-downs by financial institutions, which have caused many financial institutions to seek
additional capital, tighten their lending standards, reduce their lending capacity, to merge with other institutions and, in some
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cases, to fail. This has resulted in a fewer number of potential repurchase agreement counterparties operating in the market. In addition, many
commercial banks, investment banks and insurance companies have announced extensive losses from exposure to the residential and commercial
mortgage markets. These losses have reduced financial industry capital, leading to reduced liquidity for some institutions. Many of these
institutions may have owned or financed assets that have declined in value and caused them to suffer losses, enter bankruptcy proceedings,
further tighten their lending standards or increase the amount of equity capital or haircut required to obtain financing. Further contraction among
lenders, insolvency of lenders or other general market disruptions could adversely affect one or more of our potential lenders and could cause
one or more of our potential lenders to be unwilling or unable to provide us with financing on attractive terms or at all. This could increase our
financing costs and reduce our access to liquidity. If one or more major market participants fails or otherwise experiences a major liquidity
crisis, as was the case for Bear Stearns & Co. in March 2008 and Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc. in September 2008, it could negatively impact
the marketability of all fixed-income securities, including our target assets, and this could negatively impact the value of the assets that we
acquire, thus reducing our net book value. Furthermore, if many of our potential lenders are unwilling or unable to provide us with financing, we
could be forced to sell our assets at an inopportune time when prices are depressed.

The repurchase agreements that we intend to use to finance our investments may require us to provide additional collateral and may restrict
us from leveraging our assets as fully as desired.

        We intend to use repurchase agreements, including the Merrill Repurchase Facility, to finance acquisitions of our target assets. If the
market value of the target asset pledged or sold by us to a financing institution pursuant to a repurchase agreement declines, we may be required
by the financing institution to provide additional collateral or pay down a portion of the funds advanced, but we may not have the funds
available to do so, which could result in defaults. Posting additional collateral to support our credit will reduce our liquidity and limit our ability
to leverage our assets, which could adversely affect our business. In the event we do not have sufficient liquidity to meet such requirements,
financing institutions can accelerate repayment of our indebtedness, increase interest rates, liquidate our collateral or terminate our ability to
borrow. Such a situation would likely result in a rapid deterioration of our financial condition and possibly necessitate a filing for bankruptcy
protection.

        Further, financial institutions providing the repurchase facilities may require us to maintain a certain amount of cash uninvested or to set
aside non-levered assets sufficient to maintain a specified liquidity position which would allow us to satisfy our collateral obligations. As a
result, we may not be able to leverage our assets as fully as we would choose, which could reduce our return on equity. If we are unable to meet
these collateral obligations, our financial condition could deteriorate rapidly.

Lenders may require us to enter into restrictive covenants relating to our operations.

        When we obtain financing, lenders could impose restrictions on us that would affect our ability to incur additional debt, our capability to
make distributions to stockholders and our flexibility to determine our operating policies. Loan documents we execute may contain negative
covenants that limit, among other things, our ability to repurchase stock, distribute more than a certain amount of our funds from operations, and
employ leverage beyond certain amounts.

An increase in our borrowing costs relative to the interest that we receive on investments in our target assets may adversely affect our
profitability and cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

        As our financings mature, we will be required either to enter into new borrowings or to sell certain of our investments. An increase in
short-term interest rates at the time that we seek to enter into new borrowings would reduce the spread between our returns on our assets and the
cost of our borrowings.
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This would adversely affect our returns on our assets, which might reduce earnings and, in turn, cash available for distribution to our
stockholders.

We may enter into hedging transactions that could expose us to contingent liabilities in the future.

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, part of our investment strategy may
involve entering into hedging transactions that could require us to fund cash payments in certain circumstances (such as the early termination of
the hedging instrument caused by an event of default or other early termination event, or the decision by a counterparty to request margin
securities it is contractually owed under the terms of the hedging instrument). The amount due would be equal to the unrealized loss of the open
swap positions with the respective counterparty and could also include other fees and charges. These economic losses will be reflected in our
results of operations, and our ability to fund these obligations will depend on the liquidity of our assets and access to capital at the time, and the
need to fund these obligations could adversely impact our financial condition.

Hedging against interest rate exposure may adversely affect our earnings, which could reduce our cash available for distribution to our
stockholders.

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we may pursue various hedging
strategies to seek to reduce our exposure to adverse changes in interest rates. Our hedging activity would vary in scope based on the level and
volatility of interest rates, the type of assets held and other changing market conditions. Interest rate hedging may fail to protect or could
adversely affect us because, among other things:

�
interest rate hedging can be expensive, particularly during periods of rising and volatile interest rates;

�
available interest rate hedges may not correspond directly with the interest rate risk for which protection is sought;

�
due to a credit loss, the duration of the hedge may not match the duration of the related liability;

�
the amount of income that a REIT may earn from hedging transactions (other than hedging transactions that satisfy certain
requirements of the Internal Revenue Code or that are done through a taxable REIT subsidiary, or TRS) to offset interest rate
losses is limited by federal tax provisions governing REITs;

�
the credit quality of the hedging counterparty owing money on the hedge may be downgraded to such an extent that it
impairs our ability to sell or assign our side of the hedging transaction; and

�
the hedging counterparty owing money in the hedging transaction may default on its obligation to pay.

        Our hedging transactions, which would be intended to limit losses, may actually adversely affect our earnings, which could reduce our cash
available for distribution to our stockholders.

        In addition, hedging instruments involve risk since they often are not traded on regulated exchanges, guaranteed by an exchange or its
clearing house, or regulated by any U.S. or foreign governmental authorities. Consequently, there are no requirements with respect to record
keeping, financial responsibility or segregation of customer funds and positions. Furthermore, the enforceability of agreements underlying
hedging transactions may depend on compliance with applicable statutory and commodity and other regulatory requirements and, depending on
the identity of the counterparty, applicable international requirements. The business failure of a hedging counterparty with whom we
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enter into a hedging transaction would most likely result in its default. Default by a party with whom we enter into a hedging transaction may
result in the loss of unrealized profits and force us to cover our commitments, if any, at the then current market price. Although generally we
would seek to reserve the right to terminate our hedging positions, it may not always be possible to dispose of or close out a hedging position
without the consent of the hedging counterparty and we may not be able to enter into an offsetting contract in order to cover our risk. We cannot
assure you that a liquid secondary market will exist for any hedging instruments purchased or sold, and we may be required to maintain a
position until exercise or expiration, which could result in losses.

Changes in accounting treatment may adversely affect our reported profitability.

        In February 2008, the Financial Accounting Standards Board, or the FASB, issued final guidance regarding the accounting and financial
statement presentation for transactions that involve the acquisition of an asset, including our target assets, from a counterparty and the
subsequent financing of that asset through a repurchase agreement with the same counterparty. We will evaluate our position based on the final
guidance issued by FASB. If we do not meet the criteria under the final guidance to account for these transactions on a gross basis, our
accounting treatment would not affect the economics of these transactions, but would affect how these transactions are reported on our financial
statements. If we are not able to comply with the criteria under this final guidance for same party transactions, we would be precluded from
presenting those assets and their related financings, as well as the related interest income and interest expense, on a gross basis on our financial
statements. Instead, we would be required to account for the purchase commitment and related repurchase agreement on a net basis and record a
forward commitment to purchase those assets as a derivative instrument. Such forward commitments would be recorded at fair value with
subsequent changes in fair value recognized in earnings. Additionally, we would record the cash portion of our investment in those assets that
are MBS as a mortgage related receivable from the counterparty on our balance sheet. Although we would not expect this change in presentation
to have a material impact on our net income, it could have an adverse impact on our operations. It could have an impact on our ability to include
certain MBS purchased and simultaneously financed from the same counterparty as qualifying real estate interests or real estate-related assets
used to qualify under the exemption to not have to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act. It could also limit our investment
opportunities as we may need to limit our purchases of MBS that are simultaneously financed with the same counterparty.

We may fail to qualify for hedge accounting treatment.

        We intend to record any derivative and hedging transactions in accordance with Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 133,
Accounting for Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities, or SFAS 133. Under these standards, we may fail to qualify for hedge
accounting treatment for a number of reasons, including if we use instruments that do not meet the SFAS 133 definition of a derivative (such as
short sales), we fail to satisfy SFAS 133 hedge documentation and hedge effectiveness assessment requirements or our instruments are not
highly effective. If we fail to qualify for hedge accounting treatment, our operating results may suffer because losses on the derivatives that we
enter into may not be offset by a change in the fair value of the related hedged transaction.

We have limited experience in making critical accounting estimates, and our financial statements may be materially affected if our estimates
prove to be inaccurate.

        Financial statements prepared in accordance with GAAP require the use of estimates, judgments and assumptions that affect the reported
amounts. Different estimates, judgments and assumptions reasonably could be used that would have a material effect on the financial statements,
and changes in these estimates, judgments and assumptions are likely to occur from period to period in the future.
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Significant areas of accounting requiring the application of management's judgment include, but are not limited to (1) assessing the adequacy of
the allowance for loan losses and (2) determining the fair value of investment securities. These estimates, judgments and assumptions are
inherently uncertain, and, if they prove to be wrong, then we face the risk that charges to income will be required. In addition, because we have
limited operating history in some of these areas and limited experience in making these estimates, judgments and assumptions, the risk of future
charges to income may be greater than if we had more experience in these areas. Any such charges could significantly harm our business,
financial condition, results of operations and the price of our securities. See "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and
Results of Operations�Critical Accounting Policies" for a discussion of the accounting estimates, judgments and assumptions that we believe are
the most critical to an understanding of our business, financial condition and results of operations.

Risks Related to the TALF and the PPIP

There is no assurance that the selection of our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, as a pre-qualified asset manager under
the PPIP will lead to establishment of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, or that the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund, if established, will be on terms acceptable for us as an investor.

        Our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, has been selected by the U.S. Department of the Treasury as a pre-qualified
PPIP asset manager. It is contemplated that this joint venture will establish the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, which will be
funded by the U.S. Department of the Treasury and investors and will be managed by the joint venture. Subject to maintaining our qualification
as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the
concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. The establishment of the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, however, is subject to a number of conditions, including (i) the joint venture raising at least
$500 million of capital from investors; (ii) negotiation of definitive documentation; and (iii) completion of due diligence and other matters. The
preliminary understandings between the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the joint venture are by their terms not legally binding. No
assurance can be made that the conditions to establishment of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be fulfilled or that the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be established as envisioned at the present time or at all. There can be no assurance as to how
the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will operate once it is formed. Further, the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund may
not be established. If for some reason the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund is not established or ceases to operate, we expect to
deploy our capital to other assets within our targeted asset classes.

        In addition, under the terms of the Legacy Securities Program, the U.S. Department of the Treasury has the right, in its sole discretion, to
cease the funding of committed but undrawn equity capital and debt financing to a specific fund participating in the Legacy Securities Program,
such as the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund after one year of operations. If this were to occur with respect to the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, we would likely be unable to obtain capital and debt financing on similar terms and such actions
may adversely affect our ability to purchase eligible assets and may otherwise affect expected returns on our portfolio assets.

The RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, if established, will operate independently of us and outside of our control and may have
interests that conflict with our interests.

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40%
of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund. The RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be funded, operated and managed under arrangements
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that are separate from us and outside of our control. As a result, the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund may have higher risk
tolerances or different risk assessments than what we or our stockholders might determine is reasonable.

        While we currently expect to purchase a significant interest in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, the terms of our ownership
interest are expected to provide that our interest is non-voting for so long as we are affiliated with the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund through our relationship with our Manager. As a result, we will not be able to influence any decisions made by the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. Decisions made by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund may be adverse to us and
our stockholders. For example, we expect to have no influence over the timing of capital calls by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund. To the extent that the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund does not deploy capital within the timeframes we expect, we may not
be able to receive the returns on our capital as quickly as we would like, but we nevertheless will need to maintain sufficient capital available to
satisfy our capital call obligation to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Our Manager will be subject to contractual arrangements with respect to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are separate
and distinct from the arrangements that our Manager has with respect to its management of us. At any given time, our Manager may be expected
to have interests with respect to managing the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are actually or potentially in conflict with our
interests. For example, even though our Manager has agreed to reduce the base management fee set forth in the management agreement by the
amount of any separate fees payable to our Manager or its affiliates (which does not include The RLJ Companies) by the RLJ/Western
Public-Private Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, our Manager
may nevertheless have a conflict of interest in recommending our participation in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund because the
fees payable by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund may be greater than the fees payable by us under the management agreement.

We will not be able to withdraw our funds from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund may not make distributions to its holders, including us, when we expect, if at all, which may materially adversely affect our
liquidity position and ability to make or sustain dividends to our stockholders.

        In order to take advantage of certain aspects of the Legacy Securities Program, including certain financing opportunities available from the
U.S. Department of the Treasury, public-private investment funds, or PPIFs, do not give investors, such as us, voluntary withdrawal rights. If we
have a need for additional liquidity or we otherwise determine to decrease our exposure to the assets held by the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund, we will not be able to withdraw funds from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and may be forced to sell other
assets at significantly depressed prices to maintain adequate liquidity or to adjust our asset allocations across our target asset classes, which
could cause us to incur losses. In addition, since we will not be able to withdraw funds from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund,
we will be dependent on distributions from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and our other assets for liquidity.

        The liquidity needs of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be different than ours, and the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund may not be in a position to make distributions to its holders, including us, when we expect or when we have a need for
additional liquidity. We will not have any control over the timing and amount of distributions, if any, that the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund makes to its holders, including us. If the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund does not make distributions, or the
distributions it does make are not consistent with our expectations, it could cause a material adverse effect on our results of operations, financial
condition, business, liquidity and ability to make distributions to our stockholders. In addition, we may
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be forced to sell other assets at significantly depressed prices to maintain adequate liquidity if the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund
is unable or unwilling to make distributions, which could cause us to incur losses.

        The RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund may require us to commit a certain amount of capital before allowing us to acquire
interests. We may not have to provide such capital immediately to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, but the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund would have the right to call our capital at any time it deems appropriate. As a result, we may need
to keep a certain amount of funds available for capital calls that could otherwise be used to acquire assets or we may be forced to sell assets at
significantly depressed prices to fund our capital commitment. To the extent we were unable to meet a capital call commitment of the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, we could suffer adverse consequences. This could have a material adverse effect on our results of
operations and ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

The terms and conditions of the TALF may change, which could adversely affect our investments.

        The terms and conditions of the TALF, including asset and borrower eligibility, could be changed at any time. Any such modifications may
adversely affect the market value of any of our assets financed through the TALF and otherwise or our ability to obtain additional TALF
financing. If the TALF is prematurely discontinued or reduced while our assets financed through the TALF are still outstanding, there may be no
market for these assets and the market value of these assets would be adversely affected.

There is no assurance that we will be able to obtain any TALF loans.

        The TALF is operated by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, or the FRBNY. The FRBNY has complete discretion regarding the
extension of credit under the TALF and is under no obligation to make any loans to us even if we meet all of the applicable criteria. Requests for
TALF loans may surpass the amount of funding authorized by the Federal Reserve and the U.S. Department of the Treasury, resulting in an early
termination of the TALF. Depending on the demand for TALF loans and the general state of the credit markets, the Federal Reserve and the
U.S. Department of the Treasury may decide to modify the terms and conditions of the TALF. The Federal Reserve has received no requests for
loans to buy new CMBS under TALF as of the first monthly deadline, and there may be a lack of assets that are eligible for financing under the
program. TALF loans are expected to be available only on one or two specified days per month. Such actions may adversely affect our ability to
obtain TALF loans and use the loan leverage to enhance returns, and may otherwise affect expected returns on our investments. On August 17,
2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve announced that the investment period for TALF loans will be extended from
the original December 31, 2009 termination date to March 31, 2010 for newly-issued ABS and legacy CMBS and to June 30, 2010 for
newly-issued CMBS, unless otherwise extended.

It may be difficult to acquire sufficient amounts of eligible assets to qualify to participate in the TALF or the PPIP consistent with our
investment strategy.

        Assets to be used as collateral for TALF and PPIP loans must meet strict eligibility criteria with respect to characteristics such as issuance
date, maturity, and credit rating and with respect to the origination date of the underlying collateral. These restrictions may limit the availability
of eligible assets, and it may be difficult to acquire sufficient amounts of assets to obtain financing under the TALF and the PPIP consistent with
our investment strategy.
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Downgrades of legacy CMBS and/or changes in the rating methodology and assumptions for future CMBS issuances may decrease the
availability of the TALF to finance CMBS.

        On May 26, 2009, Standard & Poor's, or S&P, which rates a substantial majority of CMBS issuances, issued a request for comment
regarding its proposed changes to its methodology and assumptions for rating CMBS, and in so doing indicated that the proposed changes would
result in downgrades of a considerable amount of CMBS (including super-senior tranches). Specifically, S&P indicated that "it is likely that the
proposed changes, which represent a significant change to the criteria for rating high investment-grade classes, will prompt a considerable
amount of downgrades in recently issued (2005-2008 vintage) CMBS." S&P noted that its preliminary findings indicate that approximately 25%,
60% and 90% of the most senior tranches (by count) within the 2005, 2006, and 2007 vintages, respectively, may be downgraded. The current
TALF guidelines issued by the FRBNY indicate that in order to be eligible for the TALF, legacy CMBS must not have a rating below the
highest investment-grade rating category from any TALF CMBS-eligible rating agency, which includes S&P, and must not have been placed on
review or watch for downgrade by any TALF CMBS-eligible rating agency. Other rating agencies may take similar actions with regard to their
ratings of CMBS. As a result, downgrades of legacy CMBS may substantially limit the availability of the TALF for legacy CMBS. Further,
changes to the methodology and assumptions utilized by rating agencies to rate CMBS, including S&P's proposed changes, may decrease the
amount or availability of new issue CMBS rated in the highest investment-grade rating category.

It may be difficult to transfer any assets purchased using TALF.

        Any assets purchased using funding will be pledged to the FRBNY as collateral for the TALF loans. Transfer or sale of any of these assets
requires repayment of the related TALF loan or the consent of the FRBNY to assign obligations under the related TALF loan to the applicable
assignee. The FRBNY in its discretion may restrict or prevent assignment of loan obligations to a third party, including a third party that meets
the criteria of an eligible borrower. In addition, the FRBNY will not consent to any assignments after the termination dates for making new
loans, which is March 31, 2010 for newly-issued ABS and legacy CMBS and June 30, 2010 for newly-issued CMBS, unless such dates are
extended by the Federal Reserve and the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

        These restrictions may limit our ability to trade or otherwise dispose of our investments, and may adversely affect our ability to take
advantage of favorable market conditions and make distributions to stockholders.

We could lose our eligibility as a TALF borrower, which would adversely affect our ability to fulfill our investment objectives.

        Any U.S. company is permitted to participate in the TALF, provided that it maintains an account relationship with a TALF agent, which
could be a primary dealer or another dealer specifically designated by the FRBNY for this role in support of TALF, and enters into a
TALF-specific customer agreement with such TALF agent. A U.S. company excludes certain entities that are controlled by a non-U.S.
government or that are managed by an investment manager controlled by a non-U.S. government. For these purposes, an entity controls a
company if, among other things, the entity owns, controls, or holds with power to vote 25% or more of a class of voting securities of, or the total
equity of, the company. The application of these rules under the TALF is not clear. For instance, it is uncertain how a change of control
subsequent to a stockholders' purchase of shares of common stock which results in such shareholder being owned or controlled by a
non-U.S. government will be treated for purposes of the 25% limitation. If for any reason we are deemed not to be eligible to participate in the
TALF, all of our outstanding TALF loans will become immediately due and payable, the FRBNY will have full recourse against us for
repayment of our TALF loans, and we will not be eligible to obtain future TALF loans.

46

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

55



Table of Contents

We may need to surrender eligible TALF assets to repay TALF loans at maturity.

        Each TALF loan must be repaid within three or five years, depending on its terms. We may invest in CMBS that do not mature within the
term of the TALF loan. If we do not have sufficient funds to repay interest and principal on the related TALF loan at maturity and if these assets
cannot be sold for an amount equal to or greater than the amount owed on such loan, we must surrender the assets to the FRBNY in lieu of
repayment. If we are forced to sell any assets to repay a TALF loan, we may not be able to obtain a favorable price. If we default on our
obligation to pay a TALF loan and the FRBNY elects to liquidate the assets used as collateral to secure such TALF loan, the proceeds from that
sale will be applied, first, to any enforcement costs, second, to unpaid principal and, finally, to unpaid interest. Under the terms of the TALF, if
assets are surrendered to the FRBNY in lieu of repayment, all assets that collateralize that loan must be surrendered. In these situations, we
would forfeit any equity that we held in these assets.

Under the TALF, FRBNY consent is required to exercise our voting rights on the collateral.

        As a requirement of the TALF, we must agree not to exercise or refrain from exercising any voting, consent or waiver rights under any
collateral pledged to support a TALF loan without the consent of the FRBNY, which may adversely affect our ability to exercise our voting
rights and significantly diminish the value of the collateral.

We will be dependent on the activities of our TALF agents.

        To obtain TALF loans, we must execute a customer agreement with at least one TALF agent which will act on our behalf under the
agreement with the FRBNY. The TALF agent will submit aggregate loan request amounts on behalf of its customers in the form and manner
specified by the FRBNY. Each TALF agent is required to apply its internal customer identification program and due diligence procedures to
each borrower and represent that each borrower is an eligible borrower for purposes of the TALF, and to provide the FRBNY with information
sufficient to describe the dealer's customer risk assessment methodology. These customer agreements may impose additional requirements that
could affect our ability to obtain TALF loans. Each TALF agent is expected to have relationships with other TALF borrowers, and a TALF
agent may allocate more resources toward assisting other borrowers with whom it has other business dealings. TALF agents are also responsible
for distributing principal and interest after receipt thereof from The Bank of New York Mellon, as custodian for the TALF. Once funds or
collateral are transferred to a TALF agent or at the direction of a TALF agent, neither the custodian nor the FRBNY has any obligation to
account for whether the funds or collateral are transferred to the borrower. We will therefore be exposed to bankruptcy risk of our TALF agents.

Under certain conditions, we may be required to provide full recourse for TALF loans or to make indemnification payments.

        To participate in the TALF, we must execute a customer agreement with a TALF agent authorizing it, among other things, to act as our
agent under TALF and to act on our behalf under the agreement with the FRBNY and with The Bank of New York Mellon as administrator and
as the FRBNY's custodian of the collateral. Under such agreements, we will be required to represent to the TALF agent and to the FRBNY that,
among other things, we are an eligible borrower and that the collateral that we pledge meets the TALF eligibility criteria. The FRBNY will have
full recourse to us for repayment of the loan for any breach of these representations. Further, the FRBNY may have full recourse to us for
repayment of a TALF loan if the eligibility criteria for collateral under the TALF are considered continuing requirements and the pledged
collateral no longer satisfies such criteria. In addition, we will be required to pay to our TALF agents fees under the customer agreements and to
indemnify our TALF agents for certain breaches under the customer agreements and to indemnify the FRBNY and its custodian for certain
breaches under the agreement with the FRBNY. Payments made to satisfy such
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full recourse requirements and indemnities could have a material adverse effect on our net income and our distributions to our stockholders,
including any proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement that we have not yet invested in target assets or distributed to our
stockholders.

Termination of a customer agreement may adversely affect our related TALF borrowings.

        In certain circumstances, a TALF agent may have the right to terminate its customer agreement with respect to any TALF loans made
through such TALF agent and force us to find another TALF agent with respect to such loans, transfer the loan to another eligible borrower
under the TALF, or to repay the loan or surrender the collateral to the FRBNY. In such circumstances, we may not realize our anticipated return
on the assets used as collateral for such TALF loans.

We will be subject to interest rate risk, which can adversely affect our net income.

        We expect that interest rates on fixed-rate TALF loans will be set at a premium over the then current one-year, two-year, three-year and
five-year London Interbank Offered Rate, or LIBOR, swap rates and that interest rates for floating-rate TALF loans will be set at a premium to
one-month LIBOR. As a result, we may be exposed to (1) timing risk between the dates on which payments are received on assets financed
through the TALF and the dates on which interest payments are due on the TALF loans and (2) asset/liability repricing risk, due to differences in
the dates and indices on which floating rates on the financed assets and on the related TALF loans are reset.

Our ability to receive the interest earnings may be limited.

        Interest payments that are received from the assets that are used as collateral for a TALF loan must be applied to pay interest on the related
TALF loan before any interest payments can be distributed to us. To the extent there are interest payments from the collateral in excess of the
required interest payment on the related TALF loan, the amount of such excess interest that will be distributed to us will be limited. For
example, for a five-year TALF loan, the excess of interest distributions from the collateral over the TALF loan interest payable will be remitted
to us only until such excess equals 25% per annum of the haircut amount in the first three loan years, 10% in the fourth loan year, and 5% in the
fifth loan year, and the remainder of such excess will be applied to the related TALF loan principal. Further, if certain events of default, credit
support depletion events or early amortization events occur with respect to the collateral, all interest and principal received from such collateral
will be applied to repay the TALF loan before any amounts are distributed to us. In such cases, we may recognize taxable income in excess of
the amount of interest that we receive from the collateral, which could require us to liquidate other assets in order to comply with certain REIT
distribution requirements. If we are required to liquidate all or a portion of our portfolio quickly, we may realize significantly less than the value
at which we have previously recorded our investments.

        We may be required to use our earnings to keep the TALF loans current. If the interest on the collateral pledged to support a TALF loan is
not sufficient to cover the interest payment on such loan, we will have a grace period of 30 days to make the interest payment. If the loan
remains delinquent after the grace period, the FRBNY will enforce its rights to the collateral.

        To the extent that proceeds from our TALF assets are received by the custodian prior to the monthly date on which they are distributed to
us, such proceeds will be held by the custodian and all interest earned on such proceeds will be retained by the FRBNY. If such proceeds were
immediately distributed to us, we would be able to invest such proceeds in short-term investments and the income from such investments would
be available to distribute to our stockholders.
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Risks Associated with Our Relationship With Our Manager

Our Manager does not have any experience operating a REIT and we cannot assure you that our Manager's past experience will be
sufficient to successfully manage our business as a REIT.

        Our Manager has never operated a REIT. The REIT provisions of the Internal Revenue Code are complex, and any failure to comply with
those provisions in a timely manner could prevent us from qualifying as a REIT or force us to pay unexpected taxes and penalties. In such event,
our net income would be reduced and we could incur a loss.

Our board of directors will approve very broad investment guidelines for our Manager and will not approve each investment and financing
decision made by our Manager.

        Our Manager will be authorized to follow very broad investment guidelines. Our board of directors will periodically review our investment
guidelines and our investment portfolio but will not, and will not be required to, review all of our proposed investments, except that an
investment in a security structured or issued by another entity managed by our Manager, other than the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund, must be approved by a majority of our independent directors prior to such investment. In addition, in conducting periodic reviews, our
board of directors may rely primarily on information provided to them by our Manager. Furthermore, our Manager may use complex strategies,
and transactions entered into by our Manager may be costly, difficult or impossible to unwind by the time they are reviewed by our board of
directors. Our Manager will have great latitude within the broad parameters of our investment guidelines in determining the types and amounts
of non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS investments it may decide are attractive investments for us, which could result in
investment returns that are substantially below expectations or that result in losses, which would materially and adversely affect our business
operations and results. Further, decisions made and investments and financing arrangements entered into by our Manager may not fully reflect
the best interests of our stockholders.

There are conflicts of interest in our relationship with our Manager that could result in decisions that are not in the best interests of our
stockholders.

        We are subject to conflicts of interest arising out of our relationship with our Manager. All of our officers, other than our chief financial
officer, and two of our directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. We do not expect to have any
employees other than our chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff. Our management agreement with our Manager
was negotiated between related parties and its terms, including fees and other amounts payable, may not be as favorable to us as if it had been
negotiated at arm's length with an unaffiliated third party. In addition, the obligations of our Manager and its officers and personnel to engage in
other business activities may reduce the time our Manager and its officers and personnel spend managing us. Our Manager will be subject to
contractual arrangements with respect to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are separate and distinct from the arrangements
that our Manager has with respect to its management of us. At any given time, our Manager may be expected to have interests with respect to
managing the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are actually or potentially in conflict with our interests.

        We will compete for investment opportunities directly with other client portfolios managed by our Manager. Clients of our Manager may
have investment mandates and objectives that target the same assets as our company. A substantial number of client accounts managed by our
Manager have exposure to our target assets and may have similar investment mandates and objectives. In addition, our Manager may have
additional clients that compete directly with us for investment opportunities in the future. Our Manager has an investment allocation policy in
place that is intended to ensure that no single client is intentionally favored over another and that trades are allocated in a fair and equitable
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manner. We may compete with our Manager or its other clients for investment or financing opportunities sourced by our Manager; however, we
may either not be presented with the opportunity or have to compete with our Manager to acquire these investments or have access to these
sources of financing. Our Manager and our executive officers may choose to allocate favorable investments to itself or to its or other clients
instead of to us. Further, at times when there are turbulent conditions in the mortgage markets or distress in the credit markets or other times
when we will need focused support and assistance from our Manager, our Manager's other clients will likewise require greater focus and
attention, placing our Manager's resources in high demand. In such situations, we may not receive the level of support and assistance that we
may receive if we were internally managed or if our Manager did not act as a manager for other entities. There is no assurance that our
Manager's allocation policies that address some of the conflicts relating to our access to investment and financing sources, which are described
under "Management�Conflicts of Interest," will be adequate to address all of the conflicts that may arise.

        We have agreed to pay our Manager a base management fee that is not tied to our performance. The base management fee may not
sufficiently incentivize our Manager to generate attractive risk-adjusted returns for us. This could hurt both our ability to make distributions to
our stockholders and the market price of our common stock.

        Concurrently with the completion of this offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell shares of our common stock
to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager, at the initial public offering price per share, for an aggregate investment equal to
5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option. Our Manager and such executive officers of
our Manager have agreed to a two-year lock-up with the underwriters with respect to the shares of common stock that they purchase in the
concurrent private placement. Our Manager and such executive officers of our Manager may sell any of these securities at any time following
the expiration of this two-year lock-up period. To the extent our Manager or certain executive officers of our Manager sell some of these
securities, our Manager's interests may be less aligned with our interests.

We are dependent on our Manager and its key personnel for our success.

        We have no separate facilities and are completely reliant on our Manager. We do not expect to have any employees other than our chief
financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff. All of our other executive officers and two of our directors are employees of our
Manager. Our Manager has significant discretion as to the implementation of our investment and operating policies and strategies. Accordingly,
we believe that our success will depend to a significant extent upon the efforts, experience, diligence, skill and network of business contacts of
the executive officers and key personnel of our Manager. The executive officers and key personnel of our Manager will evaluate, negotiate,
close and monitor our investments; therefore, our success will depend on their continued service. The departure of any of the executive officers
or key personnel of our Manager could have a material adverse effect on our performance. In addition, we offer no assurance that our Manager
will remain our investment manager or that we will continue to have access to our Manager's principals and professionals. The initial term of our
management agreement with our Manager only extends until the third anniversary of the closing of this offering, with automatic one-year
renewals thereafter. If the management agreement is terminated and no suitable replacement is found to manage us, we may not be able to
execute our business plan. Moreover, our Manager is not obligated to dedicate any of its personnel exclusively to us nor is it obligated to
dedicate any specific portion of its time to our business, and none of our Manager's personnel are contractually dedicated to us under our
management agreement with our Manager.
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The management agreement with our Manager was not negotiated on an arm's-length basis and may not be as favorable to us as if it had
been negotiated with an unaffiliated third party and may be costly and difficult to terminate.

        Our executive officers, other than our chief financial officer, and two of our directors are employees of our Manager. Our management
agreement with our Manager was negotiated between related parties and its terms, including fees payable, may not be as favorable to us as if it
had been negotiated with an unaffiliated third party.

        Termination of the management agreement with our Manager without cause is difficult and costly. Our independent directors will review
our Manager's performance and any fees payable to our Manager annually and, following the initial three-year term, the management agreement
may be terminated annually upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of our independent directors based upon: (1) our Manager's
unsatisfactory performance that is materially detrimental to us, or (2) our determination that any fees payable to our Manager are not fair, subject
to our Manager's right to prevent termination based on unfair fees by accepting a reduction of management fees agreed to by at least two-thirds
of our independent directors. We will provide our Manager 180 days prior notice of any such termination. Unless terminated for cause, we will
pay our Manager a termination fee equal to three times the average annual base management fee earned by our Manager during the prior
24-month period immediately preceding such termination, calculated as of the end of the most recently completed fiscal quarter before the date
of termination. In addition, we would also be required to refund our Manager for its partial payment of the initial underwriting discount
irrespective of whether or not during any period of four consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the
consummation of this offering our Core Earnings for any such four-quarter period exceeds the product of (x) the weighted average of the issue
price per share of all public offerings of our common stock, multiplied by the weighted average number of shares of our common stock
outstanding (including any restricted shares of our common stock and any other shares of our common stock underlying awards granted under
our equity incentive plans) in such four-quarter period and (y) 8%. These provisions increase the effective cost to us of electing not to renew, or
defaulting in our obligations under, the management agreement, thereby adversely affecting our inclination to end our relationship with our
Manager, even if we believe our Manager's performance is not satisfactory.

        Our Manager is only contractually committed to serve us until the third anniversary of the closing of this offering. Thereafter, the
management agreement is automatically renewable for one-year terms; provided, however, that our Manager may terminate the management
agreement annually upon 180 days prior notice. If the management agreement is terminated and no suitable replacement is found to manage us,
we may not be able to execute our business plan.

        Pursuant to the management agreement, our Manager will not assume any responsibility other than to render the services called for
thereunder and will not be responsible for any action of our board of directors in following or declining to follow its advice or recommendations.
Our Manager maintains a contractual as opposed to a fiduciary relationship with us. Under the terms of the management agreement, our
Manager, its officers, stockholders, members, managers, directors, personnel, any person controlling or controlled by our Manager and any
person providing sub-advisory services to our Manager will not be liable to us, any subsidiary of ours, our directors, our stockholders or any
subsidiary's stockholders or partners for acts or omissions performed in accordance with and pursuant to the management agreement, except
because of acts constituting bad faith, willful misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless disregard of their duties under the management
agreement. In addition, we have agreed to indemnify our Manager, its officers, stockholders, members, managers, directors, personnel, any
person controlling or controlled by our Manager and any person providing sub-advisory services to our Manager with respect to all expenses,
losses, damages, liabilities, demands, charges and claims arising from acts of our Manager not constituting bad faith, willful misconduct,
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gross negligence, or reckless disregard of duties, performed in good faith in accordance with and pursuant to the management agreement.

Our Manager's base management fee is payable regardless of our performance.

        We will pay our Manager a base management fee regardless of the performance of our portfolio. Our Manager's entitlement to
nonperformance-based compensation might reduce its incentive to devote its time and effort to seeking assets that provide attractive
risk-adjusted returns for our portfolio. This in turn could hurt both our ability to make distributions to our stockholders and the market price of
our common stock.

Risks Related to Our Common Stock

There is no public market for our common stock and a market may never develop, which could result in holders of our common stock being
unable to monetize their investment.

        Our shares of common stock are newly-issued securities for which there is no established trading market. Our common stock has been
approved for listing on the New York Stock Exchange, or the NYSE, subject to official notice of issuance, under the trading symbol "WMC,"
but there can be no assurance that an active trading market for our common stock will develop. Accordingly, no assurance can be given as to the
ability of our stockholders to sell their common stock or the price that our stockholders may obtain for their common stock.

        Some of the factors that could negatively affect the market price of our common stock include:

�
our actual or anticipated variations in our quarterly operating results;

�
changes in our earnings estimates or publication of research reports about us or the real estate industry;

�
changes in market valuations of similar companies;

�
adverse market reaction to any increased indebtedness we incur in the future;

�
additions to or departures of our Manager's key personnel;

�
actions by our stockholders; and

�
speculation in the press or investment community.

        Market factors unrelated to our performance could also negatively impact the market price of our common stock. One of the factors that
investors may consider in deciding whether to buy or sell our common stock is our distribution rate as a percentage of our stock price relative to
market interest rates. If market interest rates increase, prospective investors may demand a higher distribution rate or seek alternative
investments paying higher dividends or interest. As a result, interest rate fluctuations and conditions in the capital markets can affect the market
value of our common stock. For instance, if interest rates rise, it is likely that the market price of our common stock will decrease as market rates
on interest-bearing securities increase.

Investing in our common stock may involve a high degree of risk.

        The investments that we make in accordance with our investment objectives may result in a high amount of risk when compared to
alternative investment options and volatility or loss of principal. Our investments may be highly speculative and aggressive, and therefore an
investment in our common stock may not be suitable for someone with lower risk tolerance.
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Common stock eligible for future sale may have adverse effects on our share price.

        We are offering                  shares of our common stock as described in this prospectus. In addition, concurrently with the completion of this
offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell an aggregate of                   shares of our common stock to our Manager and
certain executive officers of our Manager, at the initial public offering price per share (which will represent an aggregate investment equal to 5%
of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option). Our equity incentive plans provide for grants of
restricted common stock and other equity-based awards to our Manager or employees of our Manager and to our directors and officers up to an
aggregate of 5% of the number of shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering (without giving effect to any exercise by the
underwriters of their overallotment option). See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans."

        Our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager have agreed with the underwriters to a lock-up period relating to the shares of
common stock purchased by them in the concurrent private placement that will expire at the date which is two years following the date of this
prospectus. In addition, we and our Manager have, and each of our executive officers and directors and each executive officer of our Manager
has, agreed with the underwriters to a 180-day lock-up period (subject to extension in certain circumstances), meaning that, until the end of the
180-day lock-up period, we and our Manager, and each of our executive officers and directors and each executive officer of our Manager, will
not, subject to certain exceptions, sell or transfer any shares of common stock without the prior consent of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner &
Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. and Citigroup Global Markets Inc., the representatives of the underwriters. The
representatives of the underwriters may, in their sole discretion, at any time from time to time and without notice, waive the terms and conditions
of the lock-up agreements to which they are a party. Assuming no exercise of the underwriters' overallotment option to purchase additional
shares, approximately        % of our shares of common stock will be subject to lock-up agreements. When the lock-up periods expire, these
shares of common stock will become eligible for sale, in some cases subject to the requirements of Rule 144 under the Securities Act of 1933, as
amended, or the Securities Act, which are described under "Shares Eligible For Future Sale."

        We cannot predict the effect, if any, of future sales of our common stock, or the availability of shares for future sales, on the market price of
our common stock. The market price of our common stock may decline significantly when the restrictions on resale (or lock up agreements) by
certain of our stockholders lapse. Sales of substantial amounts of common stock or the perception that such sales could occur may adversely
affect the prevailing market price for our common stock.

        Also, we may issue additional shares in subsequent public offerings or private placements to make new investments or for other purposes.
We are not required to offer any such shares to existing stockholders on a preemptive basis. Therefore, it may not be possible for existing
stockholders to participate in such future share issuances, which may dilute the existing stockholders' interests in us.

We have not established a minimum distribution payment level and we cannot assure you of our ability to pay distributions in the future.

        We intend to pay quarterly distributions and to make distributions to our stockholders in an amount such that we distribute all or
substantially all of our REIT taxable income in each year, subject to certain adjustments. We have not established a minimum distribution
payment level and our ability to pay distributions may be adversely affected by a number of factors, including the risk factors described in this
prospectus. All distributions will be made at the discretion of our board of directors and will depend on our earnings, our financial condition,
debt covenants, maintenance of our REIT qualification and other factors as our board of directors may deem relevant from time to time. We
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believe that a change in any one of the following factors could adversely affect our results of operations and impair our ability to pay
distributions to our stockholders:

�
the profitability of the investment of the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement;

�
our ability to make profitable investments;

�
margin calls or other expenses that reduce our cash flow;

�
defaults in our asset portfolio or decreases in the value of our portfolio; and

�
the fact that anticipated operating expense levels may not prove accurate, as actual results may vary from estimates.

        We cannot assure you that we will achieve investment results that will allow us to make a specified level of cash distributions or
year-to-year increases in cash distributions in the future. In addition, some of our distributions may include a return in capital.

Future offerings of debt or equity securities, which would rank senior to our common stock, may adversely affect the market price of our
common stock.

        If we decide to issue debt or equity securities in the future, which would rank senior to our common stock, it is likely that they will be
governed by an indenture or other instrument containing covenants restricting our operating flexibility. Additionally, any convertible or
exchangeable securities that we issue in the future may have rights, preferences and privileges more favorable than those of our common stock
and may result in dilution to owners of our common stock. We and, indirectly, our stockholders, will bear the cost of issuing and servicing such
securities. Because our decision to issue debt or equity securities in any future offering will depend on market conditions and other factors
beyond our control, we cannot predict or estimate the amount, timing or nature of our future offerings. Thus holders of our common stock will
bear the risk of our future offerings reducing the market price of our common stock and diluting the value of their stock holdings in us.

Risks Related to Our Organization and Structure

Our authorized but unissued shares of common and preferred stock may prevent a change in our control.

        Our certificate of incorporation authorizes us to issue additional authorized but unissued shares of common or preferred stock. In addition,
our board of directors may, without stockholder approval, amend our certificate of incorporation to increase the aggregate number of our shares
of stock or the number of shares of stock of any class or series that we have authority to issue and classify or reclassify any unissued shares of
common or preferred stock and set the preferences, rights and other terms of the classified or reclassified shares. As a result, our board of
directors may establish a series of shares of common or preferred stock that could delay or prevent a transaction or a change in control that might
involve a premium price for our shares of common stock or otherwise be in the best interest of our stockholders.

Ownership limitations may restrict change of control or business combination opportunities in which our stockholders might receive a
premium for their shares.

        In order for us to qualify as a REIT for each taxable year after 2009, no more than 50% in value of our outstanding capital stock may be
owned, directly or indirectly, by five or fewer individuals during the last half of any calendar year. "Individuals" for this purpose include natural
persons, private foundations, some employee benefit plans and trusts, and some charitable trusts. To preserve our REIT qualification, our
certificate of incorporation generally prohibits any person from directly or indirectly owning more than 9.8% in value or in number of shares,
whichever is more restrictive, of the
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outstanding shares of our capital stock or more than 9.8% in value or in number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of the outstanding
shares of our common stock. This ownership limitation could have the effect of discouraging a takeover or other transaction in which holders of
our common stock might receive a premium for their shares over the then prevailing market price or which holders might believe to be otherwise
in their best interests.

Provisions in our certificate of incorporation, our bylaws and Delaware law may have the effect of preventing or hindering a change in
control and adversely affecting the market price of our common stock.

        Provisions in our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws and applicable provisions of the Delaware General Corporation Law may
make it more difficult and expensive for a third party to acquire control of us even if a change of control would be beneficial to the interests of
our stockholders. These provisions could discourage potential takeover attempts and could adversely affect the market price our common stock.

We may pay distributions from offering proceeds, borrowings or the sale of assets to the extent that distributions exceed earnings or cash
flow from our operations.

        We may pay distributions from offering proceeds, borrowings or the sale of assets to the extent that distributions exceed earnings or cash
flow from our operations. Such distributions would reduce the amount of cash we have available for investing and other purposes and could be
dilutive to our financial results. In addition, funding our distributions from our net proceeds may constitute a return of capital to our investors,
which would have the effect of reducing each stockholder's basis in its shares of common stock.

Tax Risks

Your investment has various U.S. federal income tax risks.

        This summary of certain tax risks is limited to the federal tax risks addressed below. Additional risks or issues may exist that are not
addressed in this prospectus and that could affect the U.S. federal income tax treatment of us or our stockholders.

        We strongly urge you to review carefully the discussion under "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations" and to seek advice based
on your particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor concerning the effects of federal, state and local income tax law on an
investment in our common stock and on your individual tax situation.

If we do not qualify as a REIT or if we fail to remain qualified as a REIT, we will be subject to tax as a regular corporation and could face a
substantial tax liability, which would reduce the amount of cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

        We intend to operate in a manner that will allow us to qualify as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Although we do not intend to
request a ruling from the Internal Revenue Service, or the IRS, as to our REIT qualification, we expect to receive an opinion of Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP with respect to our qualification as a REIT in connection with this offering of common stock. Investors should be
aware, however, that opinions of counsel are not binding on the IRS or any court. The opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
will represent only the view of our counsel based on our counsel's review and analysis of existing law and on certain representations as to factual
matters and covenants made by us and our Manager, including representations relating to the values of our assets and the sources of our income.
The opinion will be expressed as of the date issued. Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP will have no obligation to advise us or the
holders of our common stock of any subsequent change in the matters stated, represented or assumed, or of any subsequent change in applicable
law. Furthermore, both the validity of the opinion of Skadden, Arps,
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Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, and our qualification as a REIT will depend on our satisfaction of certain asset, income, organizational,
distribution, stockholder ownership and other requirements on a continuing basis, the results of which will not be monitored by Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. Our ability to satisfy the asset tests depends upon our analysis of the characterization and fair market values of our
assets, some of which are not susceptible to a precise determination, and for which we will not obtain independent appraisals. Our compliance
with the REIT income and quarterly asset requirements also depends upon our ability to successfully manage the composition of our income and
assets on an ongoing basis. Moreover, the proper classification of an instrument as debt or equity for U.S. federal income tax purposes may be
uncertain in some circumstances, which could affect the application of the REIT qualification requirements as described below. Accordingly,
there can be no assurance that the IRS will not contend that our interests in subsidiaries or in securities of other issuers will not cause a violation
of the REIT requirements.

        If we were to fail to qualify as a REIT in any taxable year, we would be subject to U.S. federal income tax, including any applicable
alternative minimum tax, on our taxable income at regular corporate rates, and dividends paid to our stockholders would not be deductible by us
in computing our taxable income. Any resulting corporate tax liability could be substantial and would reduce the amount of cash available for
distribution to our stockholders, which in turn could have an adverse impact on the value of our common stock. Unless we were entitled to relief
under certain Internal Revenue Code provisions, we also would be disqualified from taxation as a REIT for the four taxable years following the
year in which we failed to qualify as a REIT.

Our ability to receive distributions of net income will be limited.

        Under the anticipated terms of our investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, distributions to investors will be limited
while any U.S Government financing remains outstanding. As a result, we may receive allocations of taxable income in excess of amounts
available for distribution to us, which could require us to borrow to pay distributions, or to liquidate other assets, in order to comply with certain
REIT distribution requirements. If we are required to liquidate all or a portion of our portfolio quickly, we may realize significantly less than the
value at which we have previously recorded our investments.

Dividends payable by REITs do not qualify for the reduced tax rates available for some dividends.

        The maximum tax rate applicable to income from "qualified dividends" payable to domestic stockholders that are individuals, trusts and
estates has been reduced by legislation to 15% through the end of 2010. Dividends payable by REITs, however, generally are not eligible for the
reduced rates. Although this legislation does not adversely affect the taxation of REITs or dividends payable by REITs, the more favorable rates
applicable to regular corporate qualified dividends could cause investors who are individuals, trusts and estates to perceive investments in REITs
to be relatively less attractive than investments in the stocks of non-REIT corporations that pay dividends, which could adversely affect the value
of the stock of REITs, including our common stock.

REIT distribution requirements could adversely affect our ability to execute our business plan.

        We generally must distribute annually at least 90% of our taxable income, subject to certain adjustments and excluding any net capital gain,
in order for federal corporate income tax not to apply to earnings that we distribute. To the extent that we satisfy this distribution requirement,
but distribute less than 100% of our taxable income, we will be subject to federal corporate income tax on our undistributed taxable income. In
addition, we will be subject to a 4% nondeductible excise tax if the actual amount that we pay out to our stockholders in a calendar year is less
than a minimum amount specified under federal tax laws. We intend to make distributions to our stockholders to comply with the REIT
requirements of the Internal Revenue Code.
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        From time to time, we may generate taxable income greater than our income for financial reporting purposes prepared in accordance with
GAAP, or differences in timing between the recognition of taxable income and the actual receipt of cash may occur. For example, we may be
required to accrue income from interests in mortgage loans, mortgage backed securities, and other types of debt securities or interests in debt
securities before we receive any payments of interest or principal on such assets. In addition, we may, in a particular taxable year, recognize
taxable income with respect to our contemplated investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund in excess of cash distributions
we receive in such taxable year. We may also acquire distressed debt investments that are subsequently modified by agreement with the
borrower either directly or pursuant to our involvement in programs recently announced by the federal government. If the amendments to the
outstanding debt are "significant modifications" under the applicable Treasury regulations, the modified debt may be considered to have been
reissued to us at a gain in a debt-for-debt exchange with the borrower, with gain recognized by us to the extent that the principal amount of the
modified debt exceeds our cost of purchasing it prior to modification.

        Further, restrictions on our ability to receive interest payments from collateral that is pledged to support a TALF loan may result in further
mismatches between the timing of our taxable income recognition and our actual receipt of cash. For example, in the case of a five-year TALF
loan, the excess of interest distributions from the collateral over the TALF loan interest payable will be remitted to us only until such excess
equals 25% per annum of the haircut amount in the first three loan years, 10% in the fourth loan year, and 5% in the fifth loan year, and the
remainder of such excess will be applied to the related TALF loan principal. If certain events of default, credit support depletion events or early
amortization events occur with respect to the collateral, all interest and principal received from such collateral will be applied to repay the TALF
loan before any amounts are distributed to us. In such cases, we may recognize taxable income in excess of the amount of cash flow that we
receive from the collateral.

        As a result, we may find it difficult or impossible to meet distribution requirements in certain circumstances. In particular, where we
experience differences in timing between the recognition of taxable income and the actual receipt of cash, the requirement to distribute a
substantial portion of our taxable income could cause us to: (i) sell assets in adverse market conditions, (ii) borrow on unfavorable terms,
(iii) distribute amounts that would otherwise be invested in future acquisitions, capital expenditures or repayment of debt or (iv) make a taxable
distribution of our shares as part of a distribution in which stockholders may elect to receive shares or (subject to a limit measured as a
percentage of the total distribution) cash, in order to comply with REIT requirements. These alternatives could increase our costs or reduce our
equity. Thus, compliance with the REIT requirements may hinder our ability to grow, which could adversely affect the value of our common
stock.

The stock ownership limit imposed by the Internal Revenue Code for REITs and our certificate of incorporation may restrict our business
combination opportunities.

        In order for us to maintain our qualification as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code, not more than 50% in value of our outstanding
stock may be owned, directly or indirectly, by five or fewer individuals (as defined in the Internal Revenue Code to include certain entities) at
any time during the last half of each taxable year following our first year. Our certificate of incorporation, with certain exceptions, authorizes our
board of directors to take the actions that are necessary and desirable to preserve our qualification as a REIT. Unless exempted by our board of
directors, no person may own more than 9.8% of the aggregate value of our outstanding capital stock. Our board may grant an exemption in its
sole discretion, subject to such conditions, representations and undertakings as it may determine. The ownership limits imposed by the tax law
are based upon direct or indirect ownership by "individuals," but only during the last half of a tax year. The ownership limits contained in our
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certificate of incorporation key off of the ownership at any time by any "person," which term includes entities. These ownership limitations in
our certificate of incorporation are common in REIT organizational documents and are intended to provide added assurance of compliance with
the tax law requirements, and to minimize administrative burdens. However, these ownership limits might also delay or prevent a transaction or
a change in our control that might involve a premium price for our common stock or otherwise be in the best interest of our stockholders.

Even if we remain qualified as a REIT, we may face other tax liabilities that reduce our cash flow.

        Even if we remain qualified for taxation as a REIT, we may be subject to certain federal, state and local taxes on our income and assets,
including taxes on any undistributed income, tax on income from some activities conducted as a result of a foreclosure, and state or local
income, property and transfer taxes, such as mortgage recording taxes. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of
Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation." In addition, in order to meet the REIT qualification requirements, prevent the recognition of
certain types of non-cash income or to avert the imposition of a 100% tax that applies to certain gains derived by a REIT from dealer property or
inventory, we may hold some of our assets through a TRS or other subsidiary corporations that will be subject to corporate-level income tax at
regular rates. In addition, if we lend money to a TRS, the TRS may be unable to deduct all or a portion of the interest paid to us, which could
result in an even higher corporate-level tax liability. Any of these taxes would decrease cash available for distribution to our stockholders.

Complying with REIT requirements may cause us to forgo otherwise attractive opportunities.

        To qualify as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes, we must continually satisfy tests concerning, among other things, the sources of
our income, the nature and diversification of our assets, the amounts we distribute to our stockholders and the ownership of our stock. We may
be required to make distributions to stockholders at disadvantageous times or when we do not have funds readily available for distribution, and
may be unable to pursue investments that would be otherwise advantageous to us in order to satisfy the source of income or asset diversification
requirements for qualifying as a REIT. In addition, in certain cases, the modification of a debt instrument could result in the conversion of the
instrument from a qualifying real estate asset to a wholly or partially non-qualifying asset that must be contributed to a TRS or disposed of in
order for us to maintain our REIT qualification. Thus, compliance with the REIT requirements may hinder our ability to make and, in certain
cases, to maintain ownership of, certain attractive investments.

Complying with REIT requirements may force us to liquidate otherwise attractive investments.

        To qualify as a REIT, we must ensure that at the end of each calendar quarter, at least 75% of the value of our assets consists of cash, cash
items, government securities and qualified REIT real estate assets, including certain mortgage loans and certain kinds of mortgage backed
securities. The remainder of our investment in securities (other than government securities and qualified real estate assets) generally cannot
include more than 10% of the outstanding voting securities of any one issuer or more than 10% of the total value of the outstanding securities of
any one issuer. In addition, in general, no more than 5% of the value of our assets (other than government securities and qualified real estate
assets) can consist of the securities of any one issuer, and no more than 25% of the value of our total securities can be represented by securities
of one or more TRSs. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation." If we
meet these requirements at the end of a calendar quarter and fail to comply at the end of any subsequent calendar quarter, we must correct the
failure within 30 days after the end of the calendar quarter or qualify for certain statutory relief provisions to avoid losing our REIT qualification
and suffering adverse tax consequences. As a result, we may be required to liquidate from our portfolio otherwise attractive
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investments. These actions could have the effect of reducing our income and amounts available for distribution to our stockholders.

We may choose to pay dividends in our own stock, in which case you may be required to pay income taxes in excess of the cash dividends you
receive.

        We may distribute taxable dividends that are payable in cash and shares of our common stock at the election of each stockholder. Under
IRS Revenue Procedure 2009-15, up to 90% of any such taxable dividend for 2009 could be payable in our stock. Taxable stockholders
receiving such dividends will be required to include the full amount of the dividend as ordinary income to the extent of our current and
accumulated earnings and profits for U.S. federal income tax purposes. As a result, stockholders may be required to pay income taxes with
respect to such dividends in excess of the cash dividends received. If a U.S. stockholder sells the stock that it receives as a dividend in order to
pay this tax, the sales proceeds may be less than the amount included in income with respect to the dividend, depending on the market price of
our stock at the time of the sale. Furthermore, with respect to non-U.S. stockholders, we may be required to withhold U.S. tax with respect to
such dividends, including in respect of all or a portion of such dividend that is payable in stock. In addition, if a significant number of our
stockholders determine to sell shares of our common stock in order to pay taxes owed on dividends, it may put downward pressure on the
trading price of our common stock.

        Further, while Revenue Procedure 2009-15 applies only to taxable dividends payable in cash or stock in 2008 and 2009, it is unclear
whether and to what extent we will be able to pay taxable dividends in cash and stock in later years. Moreover, various aspects of such a taxable
cash/stock dividend are uncertain and have not yet been addressed by the IRS. No assurance can be given that the IRS will not impose additional
requirements in the future with respect to taxable cash/stock dividends, including on a retroactive basis, or assert that the requirements for such
taxable cash/stock dividends have not been met.

We may be required to report taxable income for certain investments in excess of the economic income we ultimately realize from them.

        We may acquire interests in debt instruments in the secondary market for less than their face amount. The discount at which such interests
in debt instruments are acquired may reflect doubts about the ultimate collectibility of the underlying loans rather than current market interest
rates. The amount of such discount will nevertheless generally be treated as "market discount" for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Market
discount on a debt instrument accrues on the basis of the constant yield to maturity of the debt instrument, based generally on the assumption
that all future payments on the debt instrument will be made. Accrued market discount is reported as income when, and to the extent that, any
payment of principal of the debt instrument is made. Payments on residential mortgage loans are ordinarily made monthly, and consequently
accrued market discount may have to be included in income each month as if the debt instrument were assured of ultimately being collected in
full. If we receive less on the interest in the debt instrument than our purchase price plus the market discount we had previously reported as
income, we may not be able to benefit from any offsetting loss deductions in a subsequent taxable year. In addition, we may acquire distressed
debt investments that are subsequently modified by agreement with the borrower. If the amendments to the outstanding debt are "significant
modifications" under applicable Treasury regulations, the modified debt may be considered to have been reissued to us at a gain in a
debt-for-debt exchange with the borrower. In that event, we may be required to recognize taxable gain to the extent the principal amount of the
modified debt exceeds our adjusted tax basis in the unmodified debt, even if the value of the debt or the payment expectations have not changed.

        Moreover, some of the MBS that we acquire may have been issued with original issue discount. We will be required to accrue original issue
discount based on a constant yield method and will be
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taxed based on the assumption that all future projected payments due on such MBS will be made. If such MBS turns out not to be fully
collectible, an offsetting loss deduction will become available only in the later year that uncollectibility is provable.

        Further, in the event that any debt instruments or MBS acquired by us are delinquent as to mandatory principal and interest payments, or in
the event payments with respect to a particular debt instrument are not made when due, we may nonetheless be required to continue to recognize
the unpaid interest as taxable income as it accrues, despite doubt as to its ultimate collectibility. In addition, we may recognize taxable income
with respect to our contemplated investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund in excess of cash distributions that we receive
in such taxable year. In each case, while we would in general ultimately have an offsetting loss deduction available to us when such interest was
determined to be uncollectible, or if we ultimately recognize losses with respect to our investment in RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund, the utility of that deduction could depend on our having taxable income in that later year or thereafter.

The failure of assets subject to repurchase agreements to qualify as real estate assets could adversely affect our ability to qualify as a REIT.

        We intend to enter into financing arrangements that are structured as sale and repurchase agreements pursuant to which we would
nominally sell certain of our assets to a counterparty and simultaneously enter into an agreement to repurchase these assets at a later date in
exchange for a purchase price. Economically, these agreements are financings which are secured by the assets sold pursuant thereto. We believe
that we would be treated for REIT asset and income test purposes as the owner of the assets that are the subject of any such sale and repurchase
agreement notwithstanding that such agreements may transfer record ownership of the assets to the counterparty during the term of the
agreement. It is possible, however, that the IRS could assert that we did not own the assets during the term of the sale and repurchase agreement,
in which case we could fail to qualify as a REIT.

The "taxable mortgage pool" rules may increase the taxes that we or our stockholders may incur, and may limit the manner in which we
effect future securitizations.

        Certain of our securitizations could result in the creation of taxable mortgage pools, or TMPs, for U.S. federal income tax purposes. As a
REIT, so long as we own 100% of the equity interests in a TMP, we generally would not be adversely affected by the characterization of the
securitization as a TMP. Certain categories of stockholders, however, such as foreign stockholders eligible for treaty or other benefits,
stockholders with net operating losses, and certain tax-exempt stockholders that are subject to unrelated business income tax, could be subject to
increased taxes on a portion of their dividend income from us that is attributable to the TMP. In addition, to the extent that our stock is owned by
tax-exempt "disqualified organizations," such as certain government-related entities and charitable remainder trusts that are not subject to tax on
unrelated business income, we may incur a corporate level tax on a portion of our income from the TMP. In that case, we may reduce the
amount of our distributions to any disqualified organization whose stock ownership gave rise to the tax. Moreover, we would be precluded from
selling equity interests in these securitizations to outside investors, or selling any debt securities issued in connection with these securitizations
that might be considered to be equity interests for tax purposes. These limitations may prevent us from using certain techniques to maximize our
returns from securitization transactions.

The tax on prohibited transactions will limit our ability to engage in transactions, including certain methods of securitizing mortgage loans,
which would be treated as sales for U.S. federal income tax purposes.

        A REIT's net income from prohibited transactions is subject to a 100% tax. In general, prohibited transactions are sales or other dispositions
of property, other than foreclosure property, but including mortgage loans, held primarily for sale to customers in the ordinary course of
business. We might be
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subject to this tax if we were to dispose of or securitize loans in a manner that was treated as a sale of the loans for U.S. federal income tax
purposes. Therefore, in order to avoid the prohibited transactions tax, we may choose not to engage in certain sales of loans at the REIT level,
and may limit the structures we utilize for our securitization transactions, even though the sales or structures might otherwise be beneficial to us.

Liquidation of assets may jeopardize our REIT qualification.

        To qualify as a REIT, we must comply with requirements regarding our assets and our sources of income. If we are compelled to liquidate
our investments to repay obligations to our lenders, we may be unable to comply with these requirements, ultimately jeopardizing our
qualification as a REIT, or we may be subject to a 100% tax on any resultant gain if we sell assets that are treated as dealer property or
inventory.

Complying with REIT requirements may limit our ability to hedge effectively and may cause us to incur tax liabilities.

        The REIT provisions of the Internal Revenue Code substantially limit our ability to hedge our liabilities. Any income from a hedging
transaction we may enter into to manage risk of interest rate changes with respect to borrowings made or to be made to acquire or carry real
estate assets does not constitute "gross income" for purposes of the 75% or 95% gross income tests. To the extent that we enter into other types
of hedging transactions, the income from those transactions would likely be treated as non-qualifying income for purposes of both of the gross
income tests. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation." As a result of
these rules, we may need to limit use of advantageous hedging techniques or implement those hedges through a TRS. This could increase the
cost of any hedging activities because a TRS would be subject to tax on gains or expose us to greater risks associated with changes in interest
rates than we would otherwise want to bear. In addition, losses in any TRS will generally not provide any tax benefit, except for being carried
forward against future taxable income in the TRS.

Qualifying as a REIT involves highly technical and complex provisions of the Internal Revenue Code.

        Qualification as a REIT involves the application of highly technical and complex Internal Revenue Code provisions for which only limited
judicial and administrative authorities exist. Even a technical or inadvertent violation could jeopardize our REIT qualification. Our qualification
as a REIT will depend on our satisfaction of certain asset, income, organizational, distribution, stockholder ownership and other requirements on
a continuing basis. In addition, our ability to satisfy the requirements to qualify as a REIT depends in part on the actions of third parties over
which we have no control or only limited influence, including in cases where we own an equity interest in an entity that is classified as a
partnership for U.S. federal income tax purposes.
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 FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

        We make forward-looking statements in this prospectus that are subject to risks and uncertainties. These forward-looking statements
include information about possible or assumed future results of our business, financial condition, liquidity, results of operations, plans and
objectives. When we use the words "believe," "expect," "anticipate," "estimate," "plan," "continue," "intend," "should," "may" or similar
expressions, we intend to identify forward-looking statements. Statements regarding the following subjects, among others, may be
forward-looking:

�
use of proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement;

�
our business and investment strategy;

�
our projected operating results;

�
actions and initiatives of the U.S. Government, including the establishment of the TALF and the PPIP, and changes to U.S.
Government policies and execution and impact of these actions, initiatives and policies;

�
our ability to access the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, the terms of our investments therein and the
performance of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund;

�
our ability to obtain financing arrangements;

�
financing and advance rates for our target assets;

�
our expected leverage;

�
general volatility of the securities markets in which we invest;

�
our expected investments;

�
interest rate mismatches between our target assets and our borrowings used to fund such investments;

�
changes in interest rates and the market value of our target assets;

�
changes in prepayment rates on our target assets;

�
effects of hedging instruments on our target assets;

�
rates of default or decreased recovery rates on our target assets;
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�
the degree to which any hedging strategies may or may not protect us from interest rate volatility;

�
impact of and changes in governmental regulations, tax law and rates, accounting guidance and similar matters;

�
our ability to maintain our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes;

�
our ability to maintain our exemption from registration under the 1940 Act;

�
availability of investment opportunities in mortgage-related, real estate-related and other securities;

�
availability of qualified personnel;

�
estimates relating to our ability to make distributions to our stockholders in the future;

�
our understanding of our competition; and

62

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

73



Table of Contents

�
market trends in our industry, interest rates, real estate values, the debt securities markets or the general economy.

        The forward-looking statements are based on our beliefs, assumptions and expectations of our future performance, taking into account all
information currently available to us. You should not place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements. These beliefs, assumptions and
expectations can change as a result of many possible events or factors, not all of which are known to us. Some of these factors are described in
this prospectus under the headings "Summary," "Risk Factors," "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of
Operations" and "Business." If a change occurs, our business, financial condition, liquidity and results of operations may vary materially from
those expressed in our forward-looking statements. Any forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date on which it is made. New risks and
uncertainties arise over time, and it is not possible for us to predict those events or how they may affect us. Except as required by law, we are not
obligated to, and do not intend to, update or revise any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or
otherwise.
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 USE OF PROCEEDS

        We are offering                  shares of our common stock at the anticipated public offering price of $            per share (excluding the
underwriters' overallotment option to purchase up to an additional                   shares). We estimate that the net proceeds we will receive from
selling common stock in this offering will be approximately $             million, after deducting the underwriting discount and estimated
organizational and offering expenses of approximately $             million (or, if the underwriters exercise their overallotment option in full,
approximately $             million, after deducting the underwriting discount and estimated organizational and offering expenses of approximately
$             million).

        All of the shares sold in this offering will be sold to the underwriters at $                        per share, representing an initial discount to the
underwriters of $                        per share. Of this initial discount, we will pay the underwriters $                        per share, and our Manager will
pay the underwriters $                        per share, upon the closing of this offering. We have agreed to repay our Manager $                        per
share and pay the underwriters an additional $                        per share, with respect to all shares sold in this offering if during any period of four
consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the consummation of this offering our Core Earnings (as described
herein) for any such four-quarter period exceeds the product of (x) the weighted average of the issue price per share of all public offerings of our
common stock, multiplied by the weighted average number of shares of our common stock outstanding (including any restricted shares of our
common stock and any other shares of our common stock underlying awards granted under our equity incentive plans) in such four-quarter
period and (y) 8%. If we meet the performance hurdle rate described above, we would repay our Manager $                         million in the
aggregate (or $                         million if the underwriters exercise their overallotment option in full) and pay the underwriters an additional
underwriting discount equal to $                         million in the aggregate (or $                         million if the underwriters exercise their
overallotment in full). In such case, our total net proceeds from this offering would be approximately $                         million (or, if the
underwriters exercise their overallotment option in full, approximately $                         million), after deducting the initial underwriting
discount, the additional underwriting discount and estimated offering and organizational expenses.

        Concurrently with the completion of this offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell shares of our common stock
to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager, at the initial public offering price per share, for an aggregate investment equal to
5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option. No underwriting discount will be paid with
respect to these shares.

        We intend to invest the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement as described above in our subsidiaries, which in
turn will use such proceeds to purchase our target assets in accordance with our objectives and strategies described in this prospectus. Subject to
maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net
proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund. In addition, subject to prevailing market conditions at the time of purchase, we currently expect the capital we deploy in our subsidiaries
will be used by them to purchase our target assets in the following ranges: approximately 65-95% non-Agency RMBS, approximately 5-20%
Agency RMBS, approximately 0-15% CMBS and approximately 0-15% ABS. Our investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund will be allocated pro rata among the assets held by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, and as a result, the classification of
our investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will depend upon the composition of assets held by the RLJ/Western
Public-Private Investment Fund. However, there is no assurance that, upon the completion of this offering, we will not allocate the proceeds
from this offering and the concurrent private placement in a different manner among our target assets. Our decisions will depend on prevailing
market conditions and may change over time in response to
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opportunities available in different interest rate, economic and credit environments. See "Business�Our Investment Strategy."

        Until appropriate investments can be identified or until we receive capital calls from the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, our
Manager may invest the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement in interest-bearing short-term investments,
including money market accounts and/or funds, that are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT and maintain our exemption from
registration under the 1940 Act. These initial investments, if any, are expected to provide a lower net return than we will seek to achieve from
investments in our target assets. We anticipate that we will be able to identify a sufficient amount of investments in our target assets within
approximately one to three months after the closing of this offering and the concurrent private placement. However, depending on the
availability of appropriate investment opportunities and subject to market prevailing conditions, there can be no assurance that we will be able to
identify a sufficient amount of investments within this timeframe.

        Prior to the time we have fully used the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private placement to acquire our target assets, we
may fund our quarterly distributions out of such net proceeds.
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 DISTRIBUTION POLICY

        We intend to make regular quarterly distributions to holders of our common stock. U.S. federal income tax law generally requires that a
REIT distribute annually at least 90% of its REIT taxable income, without regard to the deduction for dividends paid and excluding net capital
gains, and that it pay tax at regular corporate rates to the extent that it annually distributes less than 100% of its net taxable income. We generally
intend over time to pay quarterly distributions in an amount equal to our net taxable income. We plan to pay our first distribution in respect of
the period from the closing of this offering through December 31, 2009, which may be prior to the time when we have fully invested the net
proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement in our target assets.

        If we pay a taxable stock distribution, our stockholders would be sent a form that would allow each stockholder to elect to receive its
proportionate share of such distribution in all cash or in all stock, and the distribution will be made in accordance with such elections, provided
that if the stockholders' elections, in the aggregate, would result in the payment of cash in excess of the maximum amount of cash to be
distributed, then cash payments to stockholders who elected to receive cash will be prorated, and the excess of each such stockholder's
entitlement in the distribution, less such prorated cash payment, would be paid to such stockholder in shares of our common stock.

        To the extent that in respect of any calendar year, cash available for distribution is less than our net taxable income, we could be required to
sell assets or borrow funds to make cash distributions or make a portion of the required distribution in the form of a taxable stock distribution or
distribution of debt securities. In addition, prior to the time we have fully invested the net proceeds of this offering and the concurrent private
placement, we may fund our quarterly distributions out of such net proceeds, which would reduce the amount of cash we have available for
investing and other purposes. We will generally not be required to make distributions with respect to activities conducted through any TRS that
we form following the completion of this offering. For more information, see "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of
Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation."

        To satisfy the requirements to qualify as a REIT and generally not be subject to federal income and excise tax, we intend to make regular
quarterly distributions of all or substantially all of our net taxable income to holders of our common stock out of assets legally available therefor.
The amount of cash available for distribution will be decreased by any fees or expenses payable by us to our Manager under the management
agreement. Any distributions we make will be at the discretion of our board of directors and will depend upon our earnings and financial
condition, debt covenants, funding or margin requirements under repurchase agreements, warehouse facilities or other secured and unsecured
borrowing agreements, maintenance of our REIT qualification, restrictions under Delaware law, and such other factors as our board of directors
deems relevant. Our earnings and financial condition will be affected by various factors, including the net interest and other income from our
portfolio, our operating expenses and any other expenditures. For more information regarding risk factors that could materially adversely affect
our earnings and financial condition, see "Risk Factors."

        We anticipate that our distributions generally will be taxable as ordinary income to our stockholders, although a portion of the distributions
may be designated by us as qualified dividend income or capital gain, or may constitute a return of capital. We will furnish annually to each of
our stockholders a statement setting forth distributions paid during the preceding year and their characterization as ordinary income, return of
capital, qualified dividend income or capital gain. For more information, see "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of
Stockholders�Taxation of Taxable Domestic Stockholders."
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 CAPITALIZATION

        The following table sets forth (1) our actual capitalization at June 30, 2009, and (2) our capitalization as adjusted to reflect the effect of
(i) the sale of                 shares of our common stock in this offering at an assumed offering price of $            per share after deducting the initial
and the additional underwriting discount and estimated organizational and offering expenses payable by us and (ii) the concurrent private
placement to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager of                 shares of our common stock at a price per share equal to
the assumed initial public offering price per share (which will represent an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this
offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option). You should read this table together with "Use of Proceeds" included elsewhere in
this prospectus.

As of June 30, 2009

Actual
As

Adjusted(1)

Stockholder's equity:
Common stock, par value $0.01 per share; 100,000 shares authorized,
and 100 shares issued and outstanding, actual and 500,000,000 shares
authorized and                        shares outstanding, as adjusted(2) $ 1 $
Preferred stock, par value $0.01 per share; 0 shares authorized and 0
shares issued and outstanding, actual and 100,000,000 shares authorized
and 0 shares outstanding, as adjusted � �
Additional paid in capital(3) $ 999 $

Total stockholder's equity $ 1000 $

(1)
Does not include              additional shares available for future grants under the equity incentive plans. Also assumes that the
underwriters' option to purchase up to an additional                 shares of our common stock to cover overallotments, if any, is not
exercised.

(2)
The                         shares issued and outstanding on an as adjusted basis includes (i) 100 shares of our common stock issued to Legg
Mason in connection with our initial capitalization on June 8, 2009, (ii) an aggregate of                  shares of our common stock to be
sold to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager in a private placement concurrently with the completion of this
offering, (iii) an aggregate of                 shares of our restricted common stock to be granted to our Manager or employees of our
Manager pursuant to the Manager Equity Plan upon the completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement and (iv) an
aggregate of                shares of our restricted common stock to be granted to our chief financial officer and our three director
nominees pursuant to the Equity Plan upon the completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement.

(3)
Paid-in-capital has been reduced by estimated offering and organizational expenses, the initial underwriting discount and the
additional underwriting discount. The additional underwriting discount will only be paid by us if we meet the performance hurdle
described in "Underwriting."
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 SELECTED FINANCIAL INFORMATION

        The following table presents selected financial information as of June 9, 2009 and June 30, 2009 (unaudited) that has been derived from our
historical balance sheets as of each date and the related notes included elsewhere in this prospectus. We have no operating history and no
investment portfolio.

        The following selected financial information is only a summary and is qualified by reference to and should be read in conjunction with
"Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations" and our balance sheets as of June 9, 2009 and
June 30, 2009 (unaudited) and the related notes thereto included elsewhere in this prospectus.

As of June 30,
2009

As of June 9,
2009

(Unaudited)
Assets:

Cash $ 1,000 $ 1,000

Liabilities and Stockholder's Equity:
Stockholder's equity $ 1,000 $ 1,000
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 MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS OF
FINANCIAL CONDITION AND RESULTS OF OPERATIONS

You should read the following discussion in conjunction with the sections of this prospectus entitled "Risk Factors," "Forward-Looking
Statements" and "Business" and our balance sheets dated as of June 30, 2009 (unaudited) and June 9, 2009 and the related notes thereto
included elsewhere in this prospectus. This discussion contains forward-looking statements reflecting current expectations that involve risks and
uncertainties. Actual results and the timing of events may differ materially from those contained in these forward-looking statements due to a
number of factors, including those discussed in the section entitled "Risk Factors" and elsewhere in this prospectus.

Overview

        We are a newly-organized Delaware corporation focused on investing in, financing and managing primarily non-Agency RMBS, Agency
RMBS, CMBS and ABS, which we refer to as our target assets. We may finance our investments in our target assets with financings that may
become available to us under recently established U.S. Government programs and through private funding sources, including repurchase
agreements and asset resecuritizations.

        We intend to elect and qualify to be taxed as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes, commencing with our initial taxable year ending
December 31, 2009. We generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income taxes on our taxable income to the extent that we annually
distribute all of our net taxable income to stockholders and maintain our intended qualification as a REIT. We also intend to operate our business
in a manner that will permit us to maintain our exemption from registration under the 1940 Act.

        We will be externally managed and advised by our Manager, an SEC-registered investment advisor and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Legg
Mason. Our Manager will be responsible for administering our business activities and our day-to-day operations, subject to the supervision of
our board of directors. On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The
RLJ Companies, was selected as one of nine pre-qualified asset managers under the PPIP.

Factors Impacting Our Operating Results

        We expect that the results of our operations will be affected by a number of factors and primarily depend on, among other things, the level
of our net interest income, the market value of our assets and the supply of, and demand for, the target assets in which we may invest. Our net
interest income, which includes the amortization of purchase premiums and accretion of purchase discounts, varies primarily as a result of
changes in market interest rates and prepayment speeds, as measured by the Constant Prepayment Rate, or the CPR, on our target assets. Interest
rates and prepayment speeds vary according to the type of investment, conditions in the financial markets, competition and other factors, none of
which can be predicted with any certainty. Our operating results may also be impacted by credit losses in excess of initial anticipations or
unanticipated credit events experienced by borrowers whose mortgage loans are included in our non-Agency RMBS or CMBS or are held
directly by us.

Changes in Fair Value of Our Assets

        Many of our assets, including our mortgage assets, will be carried at fair value. Accordingly, changes in the fair value of our assets will
impact the results of our operations for the period in which such change in value occurs. The expectation of changes in real estate prices is a
major determinant of the value of mortgage loans. This factor is beyond our control.
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Changes in Market Interest Rates

        With respect to our proposed business operations, increases in interest rates, in general, may over time cause: (1) the interest expense
associated with our borrowings to increase; (2) the value of our investment portfolio to decline; (3) coupons on our RMBS secured by
ARMs and hybrid ARMs and on our floating rate CMBS to reset, although on a delayed basis, to higher interest rates; (4) prepayments on our
RMBS to slow, thereby slowing the amortization of our purchase premiums and the accretion of our purchase discounts; and (5) to the extent we
enter into interest rate swap agreements as part of a hedging strategy, the value of these agreements to increase. Conversely, decreases in interest
rates, in general, may over time cause: (1) prepayments on our RMBS to increase, thereby accelerating the amortization of our purchase
premiums and the accretion of our purchase discounts; (2) the interest expense associated with our borrowings to decrease; (3) the value of our
investment portfolio to increase; (4) to the extent we enter into interest rate swap agreements as part of a hedging strategy, the value of these
agreements to decrease; and (5) coupons on our RMBS secured by ARMs and hybrid ARMs and on our floating rate CMBS to reset, although
on a delayed basis, to lower interest rates.

Prepayment Speeds

        Prepayment speeds on RMBS vary according to interest rates, the type of investment, conditions in the financial markets, competition,
foreclosures and other factors and cannot be predicted with any certainty. In general, when interest rates rise, it is relatively less attractive for
borrowers to refinance their mortgage loans and, as a result, prepayment speeds tend to decrease. This can extend the period over which we earn
interest income. When interest rates fall, prepayment speeds on RMBS tend to increase, thereby decreasing the period over which we earn
interest income. Additionally, other factors such as the credit rating of the borrower, the rate of home price appreciation or depreciation,
financial market conditions, foreclosures and lender competition, none of which can be predicted with any certainty, may affect prepayment
speeds on RMBS.

        Prepayment rates on CMBS vary according to interest rates, the type of investment, conditions in the financial markets, competition and
other factors, none of which can be predicted with any certainty. We expect that over time our floating rate CMBS will experience higher
prepayment rates than do fixed-rate CMBS as we believe that borrowers with floating rate commercial mortgage loans exhibit more refinancing
activity compared to fixed-rate borrowers. In addition, in normal markets, prepayments on floating rate commercial mortgage loans tend to
accelerate significantly as the coupon reset date approaches.

Spreads on RMBS

        The spread between swap rates and RMBS has recently been volatile. Spreads on non-Treasury, fixed-income assets have moved sharply
wider due to the difficult credit conditions. The poor collateral performance of the non-agency residential mortgage sector coupled with
declining home prices have had a negative impact on investor confidence. As the prices of securitized assets have declined, a number of
investors and a number of structured investment vehicles have faced margin calls from dealers and have been forced to sell assets in order to
reduce leverage. The price volatility of these assets has also impacted lending terms in the repurchase market, as counterparties have raised
margin requirements to reflect the more difficult environment. The spread between the yield on our RMBS assets and our funding costs is an
important factor in the performance of this aspect of our business. Wider spreads imply greater income on new asset purchases but may have a
negative impact on our stated book value. Wider spreads may also negatively impact asset prices. In an environment where spreads are
widening, counterparties may require additional collateral to secure borrowings which may require us to reduce leverage by selling assets.
Conversely, tighter spreads imply lower income on new asset purchases but may have a positive impact on our stated book value. Tighter
spreads may have a
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positive impact on asset prices. In this case, we may be able to reduce the amount of collateral required to secure borrowings.

RMBS Extension Risk

        Our Manager will compute the projected weighted-average life of our investments based on assumptions regarding the rate at which the
borrowers will prepay the underlying mortgages. In general, when we acquire an FRM or hybrid ARM security, we may, but are not required to,
enter into an interest rate swap agreement or other hedging instrument that effectively fixes our borrowing costs for a period close to the
anticipated average life of the fixed-rate portion of the related assets. This strategy is designed to protect us from rising interest rates, because the
borrowing costs are fixed for the duration of the fixed-rate portion of the related RMBS.

        However, if prepayment rates decrease in a rising interest rate environment, the life of the fixed-rate portion of the related assets could
extend beyond the term of the swap agreement or other hedging instrument. This could have a negative impact on our results of operations, as
borrowing costs would no longer be fixed after the end of the hedging instrument while the income earned on the hybrid ARM security would
remain fixed. This situation may also cause the market value of our hybrid ARM security to decline, with little or no offsetting gain from the
related hedging transactions. In extreme situations, we may be forced to sell assets to maintain adequate liquidity, which could cause us to incur
losses.

Non-Agency RMBS Credit Risk

        Our operating results will be affected by credit risks and risks of default from the underlying mortgage loans that collateralize our
non-Agency RMBS. We have recently witnessed dramatic declines in the residential real estate markets, characterized by falling home prices
and increasing foreclosures. Increases in defaults and delinquencies will adversely impact our operating results, while declines in rates of default
and delinquencies will improve our operating results from this aspect of our business.

CMBS Real Estate Risk

        Commercial property values and net operating income derived from such properties are subject to volatility and may be affected adversely
by a number of factors, including, but not limited to: national, regional and local economic conditions (which may be adversely affected by
industry slowdowns and other factors); local real estate conditions (such as an oversupply of housing, retail, industrial, office or other
commercial space); changes or continued weakness in specific industry segments; construction quality, age and design; demographic factors;
retroactive changes to building or similar codes; and increases in operating expenses (such as energy costs). In the event net operating income
decreases, a borrower may have difficulty making its debt service payments, which could adversely affect the value of our CMBS.

Size of Investment Portfolio

        The size of our investment portfolio, as measured by the aggregate principal balance of our mortgage related securities and the other assets
we own, is also a key revenue driver. Generally, as the size of our investment portfolio grows, the amount of interest income we receive
increases. A larger investment portfolio, however, drives increased expenses, as we incur additional interest expense to finance the purchase of
our assets.

Critical Accounting Policies

        Our financial statements are prepared in accordance with GAAP, which requires the use of estimates and assumptions that involve the
exercise of judgment and use of assumptions as to future
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uncertainties. In accordance with SEC guidance, the following discussion addresses the accounting policies that we will apply based on our
expectation of our initial operations. Our most critical accounting policies will involve decisions and assessments that could affect our reported
assets and liabilities, as well as our reported revenues and expenses. We believe that all of the decisions and assessments upon which our
financial statements will be based will be reasonable at the time made and based upon information available to us at that time. We will rely on
independent pricing of our assets at each quarter's end to arrive at what we believe to be reasonable estimates of fair market value. We have
identified what we believe will be our most critical accounting policies to be the following:

Repurchase Agreements

        We intend to finance the acquisition of our target assets through the use of repurchase agreements, including the Merrill Repurchase
Facility. Repurchase agreements will be treated as collateralized financing transactions and will be carried at primarily their contractual amounts,
including accrued interest, as specified in the respective agreements.

        In instances where we acquire assets through repurchase agreements with the same counterparty from whom the assets were financed, we
will account for the purchase commitment and repurchase agreement on a net basis and record a forward commitment to purchase the assets as a
derivative instrument if the transaction does not comply with the criteria in FASB Staff Position, or FSP, FAS 140-3, "Accounting for Transfers
of Financial Assets and Repurchase Financing Transactions," or FSP FAS 140-3, for gross presentation. If the transaction complies with the
criteria for gross presentation in FSP FAS 140-3, we will record the assets and the related financing on a gross basis in our statements of
financial condition, and the corresponding interest income and interest expense in our statements of operations and comprehensive income
(loss). Such forward commitments are recorded at fair value with subsequent changes in fair value recognized in income. Additionally, we will
record the cash portion of those assets that are MBS as a mortgage related receivable from the counterparty on our balance sheet.

Fair Value Measurements

        The FASB issued SFAS No. 157, "Fair Value Measurements," or SFAS 157. SFAS 157 defines fair value, establishes a framework for
measuring fair value and requires enhanced disclosures about fair value measurements. SFAS 157 requires companies to disclose the fair value
of their financial instruments according to a fair value hierarchy (levels 1, 2, and 3, as defined). Additionally, companies are required to provide
enhanced disclosure regarding instruments in the level 3 category (which require significant management judgment), including a reconciliation
of the beginning and ending balances separately for each major category of assets and liabilities.

Securities Held for Investment

        Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 115, "Accounting for Certain Investments in Debt and Equity Securities," or SFAS 115,
requires that at the time of purchase, we designate a security as either held-to-maturity, available-for-sale, or trading, depending on our ability
and intent to hold such security to maturity. Securities available-for-sale will be reported at fair value, while securities held-to-maturity will be
reported at amortized cost. Although we generally intend to hold most of our RMBS and CMBS until maturity, we may, from time to time, sell
any of our RMBS and CMBS as part of our overall management of our investment portfolio.

        All securities classified as available-for-sale will be reported at fair value, based on market prices from third-party sources when available,
and when third party sources are not available, based upon a variety of models and analyses, taking into consideration aggregate characteristics
including, but not limited to, type of collateral, index, margin, periodic interest rate caps, lifetime interest rate caps,
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underwriting standards, age and delinquency experience. Any unrealized gains and losses will be excluded from earnings and reported as a
separate component of stockholders' equity. We do not have an investment portfolio at this time.

        Our Manager will evaluate securities for other-than-temporary impairment, or OTTI, on at least a quarterly basis, and more frequently when
economic or market conditions warrant such evaluation. In accordance with FSP FAS 115-2 and FAS 124-2, the determination of OTTI of debt
instruments, where fair value is below amortized cost, is triggered, in circumstances where: (1) an entity has the intent to sell a security; (2) it is
more likely than not that the entity will be required to sell the security before recovery of its amortized cost basis; or (3) the entity does not
expect to recover the entire amortized cost basis of the security. If an entity intends to sell a security or if it is more likely than not the entity will
be required to sell the security before recovery, an OTTI write-down is recognized in earnings equal to the entire difference between the
security's amortized cost basis and its fair value. If an entity does not intend to sell the security or it is not more likely than not that it will be
required to sell the security before recovery, the OTTI write-down is separated into an amount representing the credit loss, which is recognized
in earnings, and the amount related to all other factors, which is recognized in other comprehensive income.

Interest Income Recognition

        Interest income on available-for-sale securities will be recognized over the life of the investment using the effective interest method.
Interest income on MBS is recognized using the effective interest method as described by SFAS No. 91, "Accounting for Nonrefundable Fees
and Costs Associated with Originating or Acquiring Loans and Initial Direct Costs of Leases," or SFAS 91, for securities of high credit quality
and Emerging Issues Task Force No. 99-20, "Recognition of Interest Income and Impairment on Purchased and Retained Beneficial Interests in
Securitized Financial Assets," or EITF 99-20, for all other securities.

        Under SFAS 91 and EITF 99-20, management will estimate, at the time of purchase, the future expected cash flows and determine the
effective interest rate based on these estimated cash flows and our purchase price. As needed, these estimated cash flows will be updated and a
revised yield computed based on the current amortized cost of the investment. In estimating these cash flows, there will be a number of
assumptions that will be subject to uncertainties and contingencies. These include the rate and timing of principal payments (including
prepayments, repurchases, defaults and liquidations), the pass through or coupon rate and interest rate fluctuations. In addition, interest payment
shortfalls due to delinquencies on the underlying mortgage loans have to be estimated. These uncertainties and contingencies are difficult to
predict and are subject to future events that may impact management's estimates and our interest income.

        Security transactions will be recorded on the trade date. Realized gains and losses from security transactions will be determined based upon
the specific identification method and recorded as gain (loss) on sale of available-for-sale securities and loans held for investment in the
statement of income.

        We will account for accretion of discounts or premiums on available-for-sale securities using the effective interest yield method. Such
amounts will be included as a component of interest income in the income statement.

Accounting for Derivative Financial Instruments

        Our policies permit us to enter into derivative contracts, including interest rate swaps, interest rate caps and interest rate floors, as a means
of mitigating our interest rate risk.

        We will account for any derivative financial instruments in accordance with SFAS 133 "Accounting for Derivative Instruments and
Hedging Activities," or SFAS 133, as amended and interpreted.
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SFAS 133 requires an entity to recognize all derivatives as either assets or liabilities in the balance sheets and to measure those instruments at
fair value. Additionally, the fair value adjustments will affect either other comprehensive income in stockholders' equity until the hedged item is
recognized in earnings or net income depending on whether the derivative instrument qualifies as a hedge for accounting purposes and, if so, the
nature of the hedging activity.

        In the normal course of business, we may use a variety of derivative financial instruments to manage or hedge interest rate risk. These
derivative financial instruments must be effective in reducing our interest rate risk exposure in order to qualify for hedge accounting. When the
terms of an underlying transaction are modified, or when the underlying hedged item ceases to exist, all changes in the fair value of the
instrument are marked-to-market with changes in value included in net income for each period until the derivative instrument matures or is
settled. Any derivative instrument used for risk management that does not meet the hedging criteria is marked-to-market with the changes in
value included in net income.

        Derivatives will generally be used for hedging purposes. We may rely on quotations from a third party to determine these fair values. If any
hedging activities do not achieve our desired results, our reported earnings may be adversely affected.

Income Taxes

        We intend to elect and qualify to be taxed as a REIT, commencing with our initial taxable year ending December 31, 2009. Accordingly,
we will generally not be subject to corporate federal or state income tax to the extent that we make qualifying distributions to our stockholders,
and provided that we satisfy on a continuing basis, through actual investment and operating results, the REIT requirements including certain
asset, income, distribution and stock ownership tests. If we fail to qualify as a REIT, and do not qualify for certain statutory relief provisions, we
will be subject to federal, state and local income taxes and may be precluded from qualifying as a REIT for the subsequent four taxable years
following the year in which we lost our REIT qualification. Accordingly, our failure to qualify as a REIT could have a material adverse impact
on our results of operations and amounts available for distribution to our stockholders.

        Our dividends paid deduction for qualifying dividends paid to our stockholders is computed using our taxable income as opposed to net
income reported on the financial statements. Taxable income, generally, will differ from net income reported on the financial statements because
the determination of taxable income is based on tax provisions and not financial accounting principles.

        We may elect to treat certain of our subsidiaries as TRSs. In general, a TRS of ours may hold assets and engage in activities that we cannot
hold or engage in directly and generally may engage in any real estate or non-real estate-related business. A TRS is subject to federal, state and
local corporate income taxes.

        While a TRS will generate net income, a TRS can declare dividends to us which will be included in our taxable income and necessitate a
distribution to our stockholders. Conversely, if we retain earnings at a TRS level, no distribution is required and we can increase book equity of
the consolidated entity.

Manager Compensation

        The management agreement provides for the payment of a base management fee to our Manager. The base management fee is accrued and
expensed during the period for which it is calculated and earned. For a more detailed discussion on the fees payable under the management
agreement, see "Our Manager and the Management Agreement�Management Agreement�Base Management Fee, Expense Reimbursements and
Refund of the Underwriting Discount."
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Share-Based Compensation

        We will follow SFAS No. 123R, "Share-Based Payments," or SFAS 123(R), with regard to our equity incentive plans. SFAS 123(R) covers
a wide range of share-based compensation arrangements including share options, restricted share plans, performance-based awards, share
appreciation rights, and employee share purchase plans. SFAS 123(R) requires that compensation cost relating to share-based payment
transactions be recognized in financial statements. The cost is measured based on the fair value of the equity or liability instruments issued.

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will adopt two equity incentive plans under which our Manager and our officers and directors
will be eligible to receive equity-based awards. Our board of directors may make appropriate adjustments to the number of shares available for
awards and the terms of outstanding awards under our equity incentive plans to reflect any change in our capital structure. See
"Management�Equity Incentive Plans."

Recent Accounting Pronouncements

        In March 2008, the FASB issued SFAS 161, "Disclosures about Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities, an amendment to
SFAS 133," or SFAS 161. SFAS 161 requires enhanced disclosures for derivative instruments, including those used in hedging activities, for
fiscal years and interim periods beginning after November 15, 2008.

        The FASB issued FSP FAS 140-3 relating to SFAS 140, "Accounting for Transfers of Financial Assets and Repurchase Financing
Transactions," or SFAS 140, to address questions where assets purchased from a particular counterparty and financed through a repurchase
agreement with the same counterparty can be considered and accounted for as separate transactions. Currently, we are still evaluating our ability
to record such assets and the related financing on a gross basis in our statements of financial condition, and the corresponding interest income
and interest expense in our statements of operations and comprehensive income (loss). For assets representing available-for-sale investment
securities, as in our case, any change in fair value will be reported through other comprehensive income under SFAS No. 115, "Accounting for
Certain Investments in Debt and Equity Securities," with the exception of impairment losses, which will be recorded in the statement of
operations and comprehensive (loss) income as realized losses. FASB's staff position requires that all of the following criteria be met in order to
continue the application of SFAS No. 140 as described above: (1) the initial transfer of repurchase financing cannot be contractually contingent;
(2) the repurchase financing entered into between the parties provides full recourse to the transferee, and the repurchase price is fixed; (3) the
financial asset has an active market, and the transfer is executed at market rates; and (4) the repurchase agreement and financial asset do not
mature simultaneously.

        On December 11, 2008, the FASB issued FSP 140-4 and FIN 46(R)-8, "Disclosures by Public Entities (Enterprises) about Transfers of
Financial Assets and Interests in Variable Interest Entities." The FSP increases disclosures for public companies about securitizations,
asset-backed financings and variable interest entities. The FSP is effective for reporting periods that end after December 15, 2008.

        In January 2009, the FASB issued FASB Staff Position No. EITF 99-20-1, "Amendments to the Impairment Guidance of EITF Issue
No. 99-20" or FSP EITF 99-20-1. FSP EITF 99-20-1 revises the impairment guidance provided by EITF 99-20 for beneficial interests to make it
consistent with the requirements of FASB Statement No. 115 for determining whether an impairment of other debt and equity securities is
other-than-temporary. FSP EITF 99-20-1 eliminates the requirement that a holder's best estimate of cash flows be based upon those that a market
participant would use. Instead, FSP 99-20-1 requires that an other-than-temporary impairment be recognized when it is probable that there has
been an adverse change in the holder's estimated cash flows. FSP EITF 99-20-1 did not have a material impact on our financial statements.
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Results of Operations

        As of the date of this prospectus, we have not commenced any significant operations because we are in our organization stage. We will not
commence any significant operations until we have completed this offering and the concurrent private placement. We are not aware of any
material trends or uncertainties, other than economic conditions affecting mortgage loans, MBS and real estate, generally, that may reasonably
be expected to have a material impact, favorable or unfavorable, on revenues or income from the acquisition of real estate-related investments,
other than those referred to in this prospectus.

        The underwriting discount and offering costs to be incurred in connection with this offering will be reflected as a reduction of additional
paid-in-capital. Costs incurred that are not directly associated with the completion of this offering will be expensed as incurred.

        We are responsible for the payment of our obligations, and upon successful completion of this offering, we will reimburse our Manager for
these costs from the proceeds of this offering. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager has incurred approximately $0.4 million of offering costs. As of
June 9, 2009, our Manager had not incurred any significant offering or organizational costs.

Liquidity and Capital Resources

        Liquidity is a measurement of our ability to meet potential cash requirements, including ongoing commitments to pay dividends, fund
investments, repay borrowings and other general business needs. Our primary sources of funds for liquidity will consist of the net proceeds from
this offering and the concurrent private placement, net cash provided by operating activities, cash from repurchase agreements and other
financing arrangements and future issuances of common equity, preferred equity, convertible securities, trust preferred and/or debt securities. To
the extent available to us, we may finance our target assets through private funding sources, including repurchase agreements and asset
resecuritizations, and may finance our non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS through programs established by the U.S. Government, such as the
TALF and the PPIP.

        Our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, has been selected by the U.S. Department of the Treasury as one of nine
pre-qualified asset managers in the Legacy Securities Program established under the PPIP. As a designated pre-qualified asset manager, the joint
venture will form and manage a public-private investment fund, which will acquire a portfolio of non-Agency RMBS and CMBS, or the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. It is anticipated that the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will have access to the U.S.
Department of the Treasury financings under the PPIP and possible other funding sources. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT
and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent
private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. See "Business�Recent Regulatory
Developments�The Public-Private Investment Program" for additional information relating to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Under repurchase agreements, we may be required to pledge additional assets to our repurchase agreement counterparties (lenders) in the
event that the estimated fair value of the existing pledged collateral under such agreements declines and such lenders demand additional
collateral which may take the form of additional securities or cash. Generally, repurchase agreements contain a financing rate, term and trigger
levels for margin calls and haircuts depending on the types of collateral and the counterparties involved. If the estimated fair value of the
investment securities increases due to changes in market interest rates or market factors, lenders may release collateral back to us. Specifically,
margin calls may result from a decline in the value of the investments securing our repurchase agreements, prepayments on the mortgages
securing such investments and from changes in the estimated fair value of such investments generally due to principal reduction of such
investments from scheduled
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amortization and resulting from changes in market interest rates and other market factors. Counterparties also may choose to increase haircuts
based on credit evaluations of our company and/or the performance of the bonds in question. We believe that the current levels of haircuts are
approximately 5% on fixed-rate Agency RMBS that are mortgage pass-through certificates, approximately 5% to 7% on adjustable-rate or
hybrid adjustable-rate Agency RMBS that are mortgage pass-through certificates and approximately 10% on Agency RMBS that are
collateralized mortgage obligations. Current haircuts on non-Agency RMBS are significantly higher. Trigger levels for margin calls generally
vary from $250,000 to $1 million at the discretion of the counterparty. The recent disruptions in the financial and credit markets have resulted in
increased volatility in these levels, and we expect further changes as market conditions continue to change. Should prepayment speeds on the
mortgages underlying our investments or market interest rates suddenly increase, margin calls on our repurchase agreements could result,
causing an adverse change in our liquidity position.

        Upon repayment of each borrowing under a repurchase agreement, we may use the collateral immediately for borrowing under a new
repurchase agreement. Other than the Merrill Repurchase Facility, which we expect will become effective immediately following the
consummation of this offering, we have not at the present time entered into any other commitment agreements under which the lender would be
required to enter into new repurchase agreements during a specified period of time.

        We believe these identified sources of funds will be adequate for purposes of meeting our short-term (within one year) liquidity and
long-term liquidity needs. However, our ability to meet our long-term liquidity and capital resource requirements may require additional
financing. Our short-term and long-term liquidity needs include funding future investments, operating costs and distributions to our
stockholders. A number of financial institutions, including potential and current repurchase agreement lenders, have tightened their lending
standards and reduced their lending overall. If we are unable to obtain or renew our sources of financing or unable to obtain them on attractive
terms, it may have an adverse effect on our business and results of operations.

        To qualify as a REIT, we must distribute annually at least 90% of our taxable income. These distribution requirements limit our ability to
retain earnings and thereby replenish or increase capital for operations.

Contractual Obligations and Commitments

        We had no contractual obligations as of June 30, 2009. Prior to the completion of this offering, we will enter into a management agreement
with our Manager. Our Manager will be entitled to receive a base management fee and the reimbursement of certain expenses (including, under
certain circumstances, the portion of the underwriting discount payable by our Manager). See "Our Manager and the Management
Agreement�Management Agreement�Base Management Fee, Expense Reimbursements and Refund of the Underwriting Discount." We will
compensate our chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff, which are our only employees. Because our management
agreement provides that our Manager is responsible for managing our affairs, our executive officers who are employees of our Manager will not
receive cash compensation from us for serving as our executive officers. Our Manager will compensate all of our officers and personnel, other
than our chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff.

        Under our equity incentive plans, the administrator of the plans is authorized to approve grants of equity-based awards to our Manager, its
personnel and its affiliates, our officers and directors as well as certain other service providers. To date, our board of directors has not approved
any grants of equity awards, although we intend to grant certain equity awards upon the completion of this offering. See "Management�Equity
Incentive Plans."
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        We expect to enter into certain contracts that may contain a variety of indemnification obligations, principally with brokers, underwriters
and counterparties to repurchase agreements, including, but not limited to, Merrill Lynch International, an affiliate of one of our underwriters,
pursuant to the Merrill Repurchase Facility. The maximum potential future payment amount we could be required to pay under these
indemnification obligations may be unlimited.

Off-Balance Sheet Arrangements

        As of June 30, 2009, we had no off-balance sheet arrangements.

Dividends

        We intend to make regular quarterly distributions to holders of our common stock. U.S. federal income tax law generally requires that a
REIT distribute annually at least 90% of its REIT taxable income, without regard to the deduction for dividends paid and excluding net capital
gains, and that it pay tax at regular corporate rates to the extent that it annually distributes less than 100% of its net taxable income. We intend to
pay regular quarterly dividends to our stockholders in an amount equal to our net taxable income. Before we pay any dividend, whether for U.S.
federal income tax purposes or otherwise, we must first meet both our operating requirements and debt service on our repurchase agreements
and other debt payable. If cash available for distribution to our stockholders is less than our net taxable income, we could be required to sell
assets or borrow funds to make cash distributions, or we may make a portion of the required distribution in the form of a taxable stock
distribution or distribution of debt securities.

Inflation

        Virtually all of our assets and liabilities will be interest rate sensitive in nature. As a result, interest rates and other factors influence our
performance far more so than does inflation. Changes in interest rates do not necessarily correlate with inflation rates or changes in inflation
rates. Our financial statements are prepared in accordance with GAAP, and our distributions will be determined by our board of directors
consistent with our obligation to distribute to our stockholders at least 90% of our net taxable income on an annual basis in order to maintain our
REIT qualification; in each case, our activities and balance sheet are measured with reference to historical cost and/or fair market value without
considering inflation.

Quantitative and Qualitative Disclosures About Market Risk

        The primary components of our market risk are related to interest rate, prepayment and market value risk. While we do not seek to avoid
risk completely, we believe the risk can be quantified from historical experience and seek to actively manage that risk, to earn sufficient
compensation to justify taking those risks and to maintain capital levels consistent with the risks we undertake.

Interest Rate Risk

        Interest rate risk is highly sensitive to many factors, including governmental monetary and tax policies, domestic and international
economic and political considerations, and other factors beyond our control.

        We will be subject to interest rate risk in connection with our investments and our repurchase agreements. Our repurchase agreements will
typically be of limited duration and will be periodically refinanced at current market rates. We may mitigate this risk through utilization of
derivative contracts, primarily interest rate swap agreements, interest rate caps and interest rate floors.
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Interest Rate Effect on Net Interest Income

        Our operating results will depend in large part on differences between the yields earned on our investments and our cost of borrowing and
any interest rate hedging activities. A portion of our borrowings, such as some we may access under U.S. Government financing programs, may
be based on fixed interest rates. Most of our borrowings, including others that we may access under U.S. Government financing programs and
the repurchase agreements we expect to access for our target assets, will generally be based on prevailing market interest rates. We will attempt
to match fund our borrowings and assets by attempting to use fixed-rate borrowings to finance fixed-rate assets and variable rate borrowings to
finance our assets that pay variable rates of interest. However, it will not always be possible to match fund our borrowings and assets in this way.

        During periods of rising interest rates, the borrowing costs associated with our variable rate borrowings tend to increase while the income
earned on our fixed interest rate investments may remain substantially unchanged, or the income earned on our variable rate assets may reset
more slowly than the changes in our borrowing costs. These factors will result in a narrowing of the net interest spread between the related assets
and borrowings and may even result in losses. Further, during this portion of the interest rate and credit cycles, defaults could increase and result
in credit losses to us, which could adversely affect our liquidity and operating results. Such delinquencies or defaults could also have an adverse
effect on the spread between interest-earning assets and interest-bearing liabilities.

        Hedging techniques are partly based on assumed levels of prepayments of our RMBS. If prepayments are slower or faster than assumed, the
life of the RMBS will be longer or shorter, which would reduce the effectiveness of any hedging strategies we may use and may cause losses on
such transactions. Hedging strategies involving the use of derivative securities are highly complex and may produce volatile returns.

Interest Rate Effects on Fair Value

        Another component of interest rate risk is the effect changes in interest rates will have on the market value of the assets we acquire. We will
face the risk that the market value of our assets will increase or decrease at different rates than those of our liabilities, including any hedging
instruments.

        We will primarily assess our interest rate risk by estimating the duration of our assets and the duration of our liabilities. Duration essentially
measures the market price volatility of financial instruments as interest rates change. We generally calculate duration using various financial
models and empirical data. Different models and methodologies can produce different duration numbers for the same securities.

        It is important to note that the impact of changing interest rates on fair value can change significantly when interest rates change materially.
Therefore, the volatility in the fair value of our assets could increase significantly when interest rates change materially. In addition, other factors
impact the fair value of our interest rate-sensitive investments and any hedging instruments, such as the shape of the yield curve, market
expectations as to future interest rate changes and other market conditions. Accordingly, changes in actual interest rates may have a material
adverse effect on us.

Prepayment Risk

        As we receive prepayments of principal on our investments, premiums paid on such investments will be amortized against interest income.
In general, an increase in prepayment rates will accelerate the amortization of purchase premiums, thereby reducing the interest income earned
on the investments. Conversely, discounts on such investments are accreted into interest income. In general, an increase in prepayment rates will
accelerate the accretion of purchase discounts, thereby increasing the interest income earned on the investments.
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Extension Risk

        If prepayment rates decrease in a rising interest rate environment, the life of the fixed-rate portion of the related assets could extend beyond
the term of the swap agreement or other hedging instrument. This could have a negative impact on our results from operations, as borrowing
costs would no longer be fixed after the end of the hedging instrument, while the income earned on the hybrid adjustable-rate assets would
remain fixed. This situation may also cause the market value of our hybrid adjustable-rate assets to decline, with little or no offsetting gain from
the related hedging transactions. In extreme situations, we may be forced to sell assets to maintain adequate liquidity, which could cause us to
incur losses.

Market Risk

Market Value Risk

        Our available-for-sale securities will be reflected at their estimated fair value with unrealized gains and losses excluded from earnings and
reported in other comprehensive income pursuant to SFAS 115, Accounting for Certain Investments in Debt and Equity Securities. The
estimated fair value of these securities fluctuates primarily due to changes in interest rates and other factors. Generally, in a rising interest rate
environment, the estimated fair value of these securities would be expected to decrease; conversely, in a decreasing interest rate environment,
the estimated fair value of these securities would be expected to increase.

Real Estate Risk

        Residential and commercial property values are subject to volatility and may be affected adversely by a number of factors, including, but
not limited to: national, regional and local economic conditions (which may be adversely affected by industry slowdowns and other factors);
local real estate conditions (such as an oversupply of housing); changes or continued weakness in specific industry segments; construction
quality, age and design; demographic factors; and retroactive changes to building or similar codes. In addition, decreases in property values
reduce the value of the collateral and the potential proceeds available to our securities, which could also cause us to suffer losses.

Credit Risk

        We retain the risk of potential credit losses on the loans underlying the non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS we hold. We may seek to
manage this risk through our pre-acquisition due diligence process, through the use of non-recourse financing that limits our exposure to credit
losses to the specific assets that are subject to the non-recourse financing and, subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption
from registration under the 1940 Act, through the use of derivative financial instruments, including, among others, contracts with respect to the
Markit ABX.HE index, a tradeable index referencing a basket of 20 subprime MBS, and the Markit CMBX index, a tradeable index referencing
a basket of 25 CMBS. In addition, with respect to any particular target asset, our Manager's investment team will evaluate, among other things,
relative valuation, supply and demand trends, shape of yield curves, prepayment rates, delinquency and default rates, recovery of various
segments of the economy and vintage of collateral.
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Risk Management

        To the extent consistent with maintaining our REIT qualification, we will seek to manage risk exposure to protect our investment portfolio
against the effects of major interest rate changes. We may generally seek to manage this risk by:

�
relying on our Manager's investment selection process described in this prospectus under "Business�Our Investment Process
and Analysis";

�
monitoring and adjusting, if necessary, the reset index and interest rate related to our target assets and our financings;

�
attempting to structure our financing agreements to have a range of different maturities, terms, amortizations and interest
rate adjustment periods;

�
using hedging instruments, primarily interest rate swap agreements but also financial futures, options, interest rate cap
agreements, floors and forward sales to adjust the interest rate sensitivity of our target assets and our borrowings; and

�
actively managing, on an aggregate basis, the interest rate indices, interest rate adjustment periods, and gross reset margins
of our target assets and the interest rate indices and adjustment periods of our financings.
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 BUSINESS

Our Company

        We are a newly-organized Delaware corporation focused on investing in, financing and managing primarily residential mortgage-backed
securities, or RMBS, that are not issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation, or non-Agency RMBS.
We will also seek to invest in RMBS for which a U.S. Government agency or federally chartered corporation guarantees payments of principal
and interest on the securities, or Agency RMBS, as well as commercial mortgage-backed securities, or CMBS, and other asset-backed securities,
or ABS. We refer to the non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS that we expect to acquire as our target assets. We may finance
investments in our target assets with financings that may become available to us under recently established U.S. Government programs and
through private funding sources, including repurchase agreements and asset resecuritizations.

        Our objective is to provide attractive risk-adjusted returns to our investors over the long term, primarily through dividends and secondarily
through capital appreciation. We intend to achieve this objective by selectively acquiring a diversified investment portfolio of assets designed to
produce attractive returns across a variety of market conditions and economic cycles. We intend to construct a diversified investment portfolio
by focusing on the relative value of securities within various sectors of the mortgage markets and security selection, with an emphasis on
undervalued distressed assets.

        We will be externally managed and advised by our Manager, an investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, or the SEC, and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Legg Mason, Inc., or Legg Mason (NYSE: LM). Our Manager will be responsible
for administering our business activities and day-to-day operations, subject to the supervision and oversight of our board of directors.

        On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies,
was selected as one of nine pre-qualified asset managers in the Legacy Securities Program established under the U.S. Government's
Public-Private Investment Program, or the PPIP. As a designated pre-qualified asset manager, this joint venture will raise capital for investment
in the public-private investment fund that is expected to be established in connection with its participation in the Public-Private Investment
Program, or the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, which will acquire a portfolio of non-Agency RMBS and CMBS. We expect that
the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will have access to the U.S. Department of the Treasury financings under the PPIP and
possible other funding sources. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a real estate investment trust, or REIT, and exemption from
registration under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as amended, or the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds
from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        We have not made any investments in our target assets as of the date of this filing. We will not commence significant operations until we
have completed this offering and the concurrent private placement. We intend to elect and qualify to be taxed as a REIT for U.S. federal income
tax purposes, commencing with our initial taxable year ending December 31, 2009. We generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income
taxes on our taxable income to the extent that we annually distribute all of our net taxable income to stockholders and maintain our intended
qualification as a REIT. We also intend to operate our business in a manner that will permit us to maintain our exemption from registration
under the 1940 Act.

Current Market Opportunities

        In recent years, adverse changes in financial market conditions have required a deleveraging of the entire global financial system and
caused the forced sale of large quantities of mortgage-related and
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other financial assets, resulting in a significant contraction in market liquidity for mortgages and mortgage-related assets. This illiquidity has
negatively affected both the terms and availability of financing for most mortgage-related assets, including non-Agency RMBS and CMBS, and
has generally resulted in mortgage-related assets trading at significantly lower prices compared to prior periods. The recent period has also been
characterized by an almost across the board downward movement in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS valuations and correspondingly
higher yields to compensate investors for the higher risks associated with owning these assets.

        In particular, we believe that the current market opportunities for non-Agency RMBS provide for superior return levels relative to CMBS.
The non-Agency RMBS sector remains largely dislocated due to what we believe are overly conservative default projections priced into these
securities. Direct and indirect support from the U.S. Government has helped to improve the housing market since the credit market dislocation
began in early 2007. We believe that the housing market has generally been corrected, relative to historical measurements such as mortgage
affordability and household income levels. However, we believe that non-Agency RMBS prices remain at distressed levels, which may allow us
to earn attractive returns. We believe that CMBS, on the other hand, is still over-valued relative to operating returns of underlying commercial
real estate assets. We believe that unlike non-Agency RMBS, CMBS remain in a period of decline, with office and retail vacancy rates
continuing to rise, capitalization rates at historic lows and refinancing uncertainties as a result of the substantially diminished capacity of
commercial real estate lenders. In addition, there is currently a greater opportunity to acquire non-Agency RMBS than CMBS, as the current
estimated market value of non-Agency RMBS originally rated AAA is approximately $950 billion, while the current estimated market value of
CMBS originally rated AAA is approximately $420 billion. We believe that the combination of potential attractive returns and improving
fundamentals makes RMBS an attractive investment with a larger set of opportunities relative to CMBS. From the first quarter of 2008 to the
second quarter of 2009, our Manager's average quarterly trading volume of non-Agency RMBS was $3.6 billion.

        We believe that the current distressed conditions in the financial markets present attractive investment opportunities for us and that we are
particularly well positioned to capitalize on such opportunities. We believe that our Manager's and its supervised affiliates' in-depth
understanding of mortgage-backed securities, or MBS, and market fundamentals, as well as their ability to analyze and value the underlying
mortgages that collateralize non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and Agency RMBS will enable our Manager to selectively acquire assets with the
potential for attractive risk-adjusted returns and capital appreciation.

        In addition, we believe that recent U.S. Government and central bank actions designed to stabilize and restore credit flows in the financial
sector and to the broader economy, including the establishment of the PPIP's Legacy Securities Program and the Term Asset-Backed Securities
Loan Facility, or the TALF, could positively impact our business, potentially providing us with access to financing as well as opportunities to
acquire assets at attractive prices. There can be no assurance, however, that our views are correct or that, even if correct, we will be able to
successfully capitalize on these opportunities.

Our Manager

        We will be externally managed and advised by Western Asset Management Company. Established in 1971 and acquired by Legg Mason in
1986, our Manager is an investment advisor headquartered in Pasadena, California, that specializes in fixed-income asset management. From
offices in Pasadena, Hong Kong, London, Melbourne, New York, São Paulo, Singapore and Tokyo, our Manager's 916 employees provide
investment services for a wide variety of global clients, including mutual funds, corporate, public, insurance, health care, union organizations
and charitable foundations. Client portfolios range across an equally wide variety of mandates, from money markets to emerging markets. As of
June 30, 2009, our Manager had 619 clients, representing 44 countries and 1,217 accounts. By
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devoting all of its resources to fixed-income, our Manager is able to fully commit to serving clients of all types within the fixed-income sector.

        As of June 30, 2009, our Manager and its investment advisory affiliates over which our Manager has operational responsibility, or its
supervised affiliates, had approximately $485.0 billion in assets under management. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager had a total of
$66.1 billion in assets under management in the asset classes corresponding to our target assets, of which $18.5 billion was invested in
non-Agency RMBS, $3.5 billion in CMBS, $1.9 billion in ABS and $42.2 billion in Agency RMBS. Our Manager manages these assets using a
range of specific strategies and investment vehicles, including collateralized debt obligations, mutual and private funds, private commingled
vehicles and separately managed accounts. Our Manager's investment professionals and other staff have extensive experience in managing
fixed-income assets, including non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS, ABS, collateralized mortgage obligations and other such
instruments.

        On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies,
was selected as one of nine pre-qualified asset managers under the PPIP. The joint venture will serve as general partner of the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and will be responsible for the administrative affairs of the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund, but will not make any investment decisions. Our Manager will serve as the investment manager of the
RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund and will be solely responsible for managing all aspects of the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund's investment and borrowing activities. The RLJ Companies, founded by Robert L. Johnson, owner of the NBA Charlotte
Bobcats and founder of Black Entertainment Television, is a diverse portfolio of companies in the financial services, asset management, real
estate, hospitality, professional sports, film production and gaming industries. Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, The RLJ Companies also
has operations in Charlotte, North Carolina; Los Angeles, California; Orlando, Florida; Little Rock, Arkansas; and San Juan, Puerto Rico. See
"�Recent Regulatory Developments�The Public-Private Investment Program" below for additional information relating to our intended
investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Our chief investment officer, Ronald D. Mass, who also serves as the head of our Manager's structured products team, will, along with the
structured products team, be primarily responsible for overseeing the management of our assets. The structured products team is comprised of
Mr. Mass and 12 additional investment professionals who will focus on our target assets. The structured products team is also able to call on the
experience of 15 other professionals, not specifically dedicated to managing our target assets, but with expertise that covers certain aspects of
our target assets. The collective team operates under the purview of our Manager's U.S. broad markets committee which sets overall sector
allocations for broad market accounts. The structured products team is further supported by a broader market team through which our Manager
seeks to unite groups of specialists dedicated to different market sectors. The daily interaction among the different teams is designed to develop
a consensus approach that draws on the expertise of all team members. Our Manager's overall investment management team consists of
129 investment professionals with an average industry experience of 17 years.

        Our Manager's investment process is based on a team approach using a combination of security-level research and macroeconomic analysis.
Our Manager's investment style starts with developing a global investment outlook, as a part of which our Manager engages in forecasting
economic growth, interest rates and inflation. However, rather than selecting precise targets, our Manager restricts its forecasting to long-term
trends, focusing on factors such as economic growth, interest rates and inflation. Investment strategies are then driven by the difference between
our Manager's reading of the underlying fundamentals and the macroeconomic trends that have been generally priced into securities by the
market. Using a disciplined investment approach, our Manager will set targets for asset allocation and duration for each sector of the
fixed-income market. This view is then weighed carefully
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against expectations already priced into the markets in order to arrive at an investment strategy and portfolio structure. Each of our Manager's
sector teams is tasked with choosing the issues and issuers for a particular sector. Factors that are taken into consideration in evaluating specific
securities include relative credit strength, liquidity, issue structure, event risk, covenant protection and market valuation, focusing on the
selection of individual assets based upon a fundamental analysis of the asset and an evaluation of the asset's relative value. In addition, with
respect to any particular target asset, our Manager's investment team will evaluate, among other things, relative valuation, supply and demand
trends, shape of yield curves, prepayment rates, delinquency and default rates, recovery of various segments of the economy and vintage of
collateral.

        We also expect to benefit from our Manager's portfolio management, finance and administration functions, which will address securities
valuation, risk management, legal, compliance, investor relations and operational matters, trade allocation and execution and information
technologies in connection with the performance of its duties. We expect that our Manager and its affiliates will continue to manage their
existing portfolios and provide management services to their other clients.

Our Investment Strategy

        Our Manager's investment philosophy, which developed from a singular focus in fixed-income asset management over a variety of credit
cycles and conditions, is to provide clients with diversified, tightly controlled, long-term value-oriented portfolios. Through rigorous analysis of
all sectors of the fixed-income market, our Manager seeks to identify assets with the greatest risk-adjusted total value potential. We expect to
benefit from the breadth and depth of our Manager's overall investment philosophy, which focuses on a macroeconomic analysis as well as an
in-depth analysis of individual assets and their relative value. Our Manager's RMBS platform is enhanced and supported by proprietary loan
level performance models that combine zip-code level data and loan characteristics, along with unemployment data, income trends and housing
supply trends, to project loan and security performance. Our Manager's CMBS platform is enhanced and supported by proprietary property level
performance models that combine tenant level data and commercial real estate market factors, including metropolitan specific economic growth
rates, property lease trends and property usage trends, to project loan and security performance. These RMBS and CMBS models are
continuously back-tested and updated to reflect current economic and real estate market data. On a monthly basis, multiple stress analyses will
be run on RMBS and CMBS to monitor collateral performance and will inform our relative value framework.

        We will rely on our Manager's expertise in asset allocation and identifying attractive assets within our target assets. Our Manager has
extensive experience analyzing the relative value of securities within various sectors of the mortgage markets, including undervalued distressed
assets. We expect our Manager to maximize returns on our investments in distressed assets that fall within our target assets by evaluating market
opportunities based on the condition of the various sectors of the mortgage markets, the relative value of the specific asset within such markets
and an internal risk/return analysis. In making investment decisions on our behalf, our Manager will incorporate its views on the economic
environment and the outlook for the mortgage markets, including relative valuation, supply and demand trends, the level of interest rates, the
shape of the yield curve, prepayment rates, financing and liquidity, commercial and residential real estate prices, delinquencies, default rates,
recovery of various segments of the economy and vintage of collateral, subject to maintaining our REIT qualification and our exemption from
registration under the 1940 Act.

        We do not have a formal portfolio turnover policy and do not intend to adopt one. Although we generally intend to hold most of our RMBS
and CMBS until maturity, we may, from time to time, sell any of our RMBS and CMBS as part of our overall management of our investment
portfolio. When investments are realized, we will reinvest our proceeds therefrom in our target assets. Depending on market conditions, we will
also make opportunistic dispositions of our investments in our target assets.
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Our Target Assets

        Our target assets and the principal assets we expect to acquire in each are as follows:

Non-Agency RMBS

        Non-Agency RMBS are residential mortgage-backed securities that are not issued or guaranteed by a U.S. Government agency or federally
chartered corporation. Like Agency RMBS, non-Agency RMBS represent interests in "pools" of mortgage loans secured by residential real
property. We intend to finance our non-Agency RMBS with financing available under the Legacy Securities Program and private funding
sources. If in the future the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve decide to expand the TALF to include non-Agency RMBS,
we may seek to finance our non-Agency RMBS with financings under the TALF, to the extent available to us. See "�Our Financing Strategy"
below.

        The mortgage loan collateral for non-Agency RMBS consists of residential mortgage loans that do not generally conform to underwriting
guidelines issued by a federally chartered corporation, such as the Federal National Mortgage Association, or Fannie Mae, or the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation, or Freddie Mac, or an agency of the U.S. Government, such as the Government National Mortgage Association, or
Ginnie Mae, due to certain factors, including mortgage balances in excess of agency underwriting guidelines, borrower characteristics, loan
characteristics and level of documentation, and therefore are not issued or guaranteed by an agency. Senior RMBS typically are rated by at least
one nationally recognized statistical rating organization, such as Moody's Investors Service, Inc., or Moody's, Standard & Poor's, or S&P, or
Fitch, Inc., and are or were at the time of issuance AAA-rated by at least one of these rating agencies, although such ratings may have been
subsequently downgraded.

        The non-Agency and Agency RMBS we acquire could be secured by fixed-rate mortgages, or FRMs, adjustable-rate mortgages, or ARMs,
or hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages, or hybrid ARMs. FRMs have interest rates that are fixed for the term of the loan and do not adjust. The
interest rates on ARMs generally adjust annually (although some may adjust more frequently) to an increment over a specified interest rate
index. Hybrid ARMs have interest rates that are fixed for a specified period of time (typically three, five, seven or ten years) and, thereafter,
adjust to an increment over a specified interest rate index. ARMs and hybrid ARMs generally have periodic and lifetime constraints on how
much the loan interest rate can change on any predetermined interest rate reset date. Relative value analysis, including consideration of current
market conditions, will determine our allocation to FRMs, ARMs and hybrid ARMs.

        Our allocation of our non-Agency RMBS collateralized by FRMs, ARMs or hybrid ARMs will depend on various factors including, but not
limited to, relative value, expected future prepayment trends, home price appreciation trends, supply and demand, availability of financing,
expected future interest rate volatility and the overall state of the non-Agency RMBS secondary market. Borrowers of the underlying loans that
secure the non-Agency RMBS assets we may purchase can be divided into prime, Alternative-A and subprime borrowers based on their credit
rating. Subject to prevailing market conditions at the time of purchase, we currently expect our non-Agency RMBS to be made up of securities
collateralized by approximately 30-70% prime loans, 30-70% Alternative-A loans and 0-40% subprime loans.

Agency RMBS

        Agency RMBS are residential mortgage-backed securities for which a U.S. Government agency such as Ginnie Mae, or a federally
chartered corporation such as Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac guarantees payments of principal and interest on the securities. Payments of principal
and interest on Agency RMBS, not the market value of the securities themselves, are guaranteed.
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        Agency RMBS differ from other forms of traditional debt securities, which normally provide for periodic payments of interest in fixed
amounts with principal payments at maturity or on specified call dates. Instead, Agency RMBS provide for monthly payments, which consist of
both principal and interest. In effect, these payments are a "pass-through" of scheduled and prepaid principal payments and the monthly interest
made by the individual borrowers on the mortgage loans, net of any fees paid to the issuers, servicers or guarantors of the securities. The
principal may be prepaid at any time due to prepayments on the underlying mortgage loans or other assets. These differences can result in
significantly greater price and yield volatility than is the case with traditional fixed-income securities.

        Our allocation of our Agency RMBS collateralized by FRMs, ARMs or hybrid ARMs will depend on various factors including, but not
limited to, relative value, expected future prepayment trends, supply and demand, costs of hedging, costs of financing, expected future interest
rate volatility and the overall shape of the U.S. Department of the Treasury and interest rate swap yield curves. We intend to take these factors
into account when we make investments. In the future, our residential portfolio may extend to debentures that are issued and guaranteed by
Freddie Mac or Fannie Mae or mortgage-backed securities the collateral of which is guaranteed by Ginnie Mae, Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae or
another federally chartered corporation.

CMBS

        CMBS are securities backed by obligations (including certificates of participation in obligations) that are principally secured by commercial
mortgages on real property or interests therein having a multifamily or commercial use, such as regional malls, other retail space, office
buildings, industrial or warehouse properties, hotels, apartments, nursing homes and senior living facilities. Our emphasis will be on securities
that when originally issued were rated in the highest rating category by one or more of the nationally recognized statistical rating organizations.
We have not established a minimum current rating requirement.

        CMBS are typically issued in multiple tranches whereby the more senior classes are entitled to priority distributions from the trust's income
to make specified interest and principal payments on such tranches. Losses and other shortfalls from expected amounts to be received on the
mortgage pool are borne by the most subordinate classes, which receive principal payments only after the more senior classes have received all
principal payments to which they are entitled. The credit quality of CMBS depends on the credit quality of the underlying mortgage loans, which
is a function of factors such as the principal amount of loans relative to the value of the related properties; the cash flow produced by the
property; the mortgage loan terms, such as amortization; market assessment and geographic location; construction quality of the property; and
the creditworthiness of the borrowers.

ABS

        ABS are securities backed by various asset classes including auto loans, student loans, credit card loans, equipment loans, floor plan loans
and small business loans fully guaranteed as to principal and interest by the SBA. ABS remain subject to the credit exposure of the underlying
receivables. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we may acquire debt
tranches from these securitizations and we may utilize the TALF to finance these ABS assets. Under the TALF, the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, or the FRBNY, makes non-recourse loans to borrowers collateralized by eligible collateral, which includes U.S. dollar-denominated
cash (i.e., non-synthetic) ABS that have a credit rating in the highest long-term or short-term investment grade rating category from two or more
major nationally recognized statistical rating organizations and do not have a credit rating below the highest investment grade rating category
from a major nationally recognized statistical rating organization. See "�Our Financing Strategy" below.
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Other

        In addition to our target assets described above, we may also invest in residential and commercial whole loans and, subject to maintaining
our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, in other fixed-income sectors.

Our Competitive Advantages

        We believe that our competitive advantages include the following:

Significant Experience of Our Manager

        Our Manager has been an active investor in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS for over 20 years through several housing and credit
cycles and has utilized Agency RMBS as a vital component within its investment strategy since its inception in 1971. Our Manager has
extensive experience managing structured products portfolios, including nine collateralized debt obligations since August 1991, totaling
$5.75 billion of original issuance of mortgage- and asset-backed securities. We will have access to a structured products team comprised of 13
investment professionals who will focus on our target assets. The structured products team will also be able to call on the experience of 15 other
professionals, not specifically dedicated to managing our target assets, but with expertise in our target assets. In addition, we believe that our
Manager's senior management team, which has a long track record and broad experience in managing mortgage-related assets through a variety
of credit and interest rate environments, has demonstrated the ability to generate attractive risk-adjusted returns under different market
conditions and cycles and will provide us with a competitive advantage. For more information regarding our Manager's structured products
team, please see "�Our Manager."

Selection of our Manager as a Pre-qualified PPIP Asset Manager and Potential Access to Favorable Non-Recourse Government Term
Borrowing Facilities

        We believe the establishment of the Legacy Securities Program by the U.S. Department of the Treasury under the PPIP, the selection of our
Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, as a pre-qualified Legacy Securities Program asset manager and the expansion of the
TALF to cover CMBS will provide us with an opportunity to invest in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. We expect the selection
of our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies, as a PPIP asset manager will provide access to assets that will offer potentially
favorable risk-adjusted returns, in part due to financing that will be provided to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund by the
U.S. Department of the Treasury under the Public-Private Investment Program, as well as access to favorable non-recourse term borrowing
facilities.

Extensive Strategic Relationships

        Our Manager and its supervised affiliates maintain extensive long-term relationships with other financial intermediaries, including primary
dealers, leading investment banks, brokerage firms, leading mortgage originators and commercial banks. As one of the largest fixed-income
investment managers in the world, our Manager has access to deal flow and secondary trading opportunities to which smaller firms do not have
access. Additionally, our Manager's size and broad market access are valuable in developing and implementing our investment strategy. We
believe these relationships will enhance our ability to source, finance and hedge investment opportunities and, thus, enable us to grow in various
credit and interest rate environments. In addition, we believe the contacts our Manager and its supervised affiliates have with numerous
investment grade derivative and lending counterparties will assist us in implementing our financing and hedging strategies.

88

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

99



 Table of Contents

Experience Investing in Distressed Assets

        Our Manager was a significant investor in the Resolution Trust Corporation programs to securitize loans acquired from failed financial
institutions. From 1991 to 1995, our Manager invested in RMBS and CMBS securities issued by the Resolution Trust Corporation and backed
by both performing and non-performing loans. Additionally, our Manager has experience investing in both new issue and secondary securities
backed by distressed collateral. These investments include prime, Alternative-A and subprime residential and commercial loan-backed
securities. Our Manager has also made new issue and secondary market purchases of ABS backed by distressed collateral, including credit cards,
autos, equipment, aircraft and manufactured housing. We believe that we will benefit from our Manager's knowledge of, and experience with,
these distressed assets, particularly in our target asset classes.

Disciplined Investment Approach

        We will seek to maximize our risk-adjusted returns through our Manager's disciplined investment approach, which relies on rigorous
quantitative and qualitative analysis. Our Manager's investment decision making process for non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS includes a
credit risk analysis, which involves due diligence on the issuer, the collateral, the servicer and the transaction structure. Investment holdings are
then monitored regularly as part of our Manager's surveillance process to identify securities where underlying credit quality is improving or
deteriorating. We believe that our Manager's rigorous approach will provide us with a competitive advantage when operating in a variety of
market conditions.

Access to Our Manager's Sophisticated Analytical Tools and Infrastructure

        We expect our Manager to use its analytical and portfolio management modeling tools and processes to seek to generate positive net
interest margins for our target assets by evaluating, among other things, home price levels, default models and loss severity.

        Our Manager's investment process for RMBS involves (i) analyzing home price modeling at the state, metropolitan statistical area, county
and zip code level; (ii) applying our Manager's default rate models to project residential loan defaults; (iii) applying our Manager's prepayment
models that are used to calculate the ability and incentive to refinance based on prevailing mortgage rates and underwriting guidelines; and
(iv) applying our Manager's models that are used to calculate loss severity to project the costs of foreclosing and liquidating loans, the
loan-to-value ratio of the loan and the cumulative amount of home price appreciation or depreciation since the loan was originated. Our
Manager's investment process for CMBS involves evaluating the potential for losses based on (i) the structure of the security or loan; (ii) the
potential for defaults and ultimate recoveries based on the cash flows and values of the underlying properties; and (iii) the market and
metropolitan statistical area dynamics and other potential severities. Our Manager's investment process for ABS involves evaluating collateral
characteristics, the timing of cash flows, the strength of the issuer and the servicer, structural features, principal and interest waterfalls, as well as
the various types of credit enhancement available to protect a given class of bonds.

        In conjunction with its individual security level credit analysis, our Manager will analyze macroeconomic factors to determine the
appropriate sector mix and strategy for us that will best capitalize on the market knowledge, experience and relationships within our Manager's
existing platform. We intend to capitalize on the market knowledge and ready access to data across our target markets that our Manager obtains
through these tools and processes and believe that our Manager's sophisticated analysis of both macro and micro economic factors will enable us
to manage cash flows from our target assets and make distributions to our stockholders while preserving capital. We will also benefit from our
Manager's comprehensive finance and administrative infrastructure, including its risk management and financial reporting operations, as well as
its business development, legal and compliance teams.
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Alignment of Our Manager's Interests

        We have taken steps to structure our relationship with our Manager so that our interests and those of our Manager are closely aligned. Our
Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager have agreed to purchase shares of our common stock in a concurrent private placement,
at the initial public offering price per share, for an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the
underwriters' overallotment option. Upon completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, our Manager and such executive
officers of our Manager will beneficially own    % of our outstanding common stock (or    % if the underwriters fully exercise their option to
purchase additional shares). Our Manager and such executive officers of our Manager have also agreed to a two-year lock-up with the
underwriters with respect to the shares of our common stock that they purchase in the concurrent private placement. We believe that the
significant investment in us by our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager will align our Manager's interests with our interests,
and will create an incentive to maximize returns for our stockholders.

Our Investment Process and Analysis

General

        Our Manager's strategic goal is to add value to client portfolios while adhering to a disciplined risk control process. Our Manager's
investment philosophy combines traditional analysis with innovative technology applied to all sectors of the market. Our Manager believes
inefficiencies exist in the fixed-income markets and attempts to add incremental value by exploiting these inefficiencies across all eligible
market sectors. Our Manager's management style emphasizes the use of multiple strategies and active sector rotation and issue selection, while
constraining overall interest rate risk.

        Our Manager's fixed-income discipline emphasizes a team approach that unites groups of specialists dedicated to different market sectors.
The investment responsibilities of each sector group are distinct, yet results are derived from the constant interaction that unites the specialty
groups into a cohesive investment management team. The sector teams are comprised of our Manager's senior portfolio managers and research
analysts who are highly skilled and experienced in each major area of the fixed-income market. They exchange views on a daily basis and
periodically meet more formally to review our Manager's economic outlook and investment strategy. This structure seeks to generate an
investment consensus that draws on the expertise of all team members.

Sector & Sub-Sector Allocation

        Our Manager seeks to rotate allocations among and within sectors of the bond market, preferring non-government sectors because they
have typically offered higher relative yields and have tended to outperform the broad market over long market cycles. Members of our
Manager's U.S. and Global Broad Market Strategy Committees continually analyze the broad economic environment to determine its potential
impact on sector performance. This group studies historical yield spreads, identifies the fundamental factors that influence yield spread
relationships and relates these findings to our Manager's projections to determine attractive alternatives.

        Our Manager's analysts continually augment this process by providing detailed analyses of specific sectors. In particular, mortgage analysis
includes the use of external research which integrates the components of prepayment, housing turnover, default and refinancing.

Issue Selection

        Issue selection starts with a fundamental analysis to determine mispriced or undervalued securities. Our Manager's sector teams provide an
ongoing assessment of changing credit characteristics and securities with traits such as floating interest rates, hidden underlying assets or credit
backing and securities issued in mergers. Also assessed are newly-issued securities. Armed with these sector and
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issue analyses, our Manager's sector teams and portfolio managers seek to select individual issues opportunistically.

Non-Agency RMBS

        Our Manager was one of the early investors in non-Agency RMBS and has over 20 years of history investing in this sector, covering
multiple housing and loan underwriting cycles. A key element of the non-Agency RMBS investment process is the forecast of expected losses
due to defaults on the underlying non-Agency RMBS loan collateral. The level of losses is dependent on the quantity of loans which default and
the loss severity upon liquidation of defaulted loans. Our Manager has developed a number of proprietary tools to analyze residential mortgage
loan defaults and loss severities. These tools encompass home price models, default models, and loan loss severity models. When projecting
future performance, many assumptions have to be made. Our Manager uses in-house quantitative research from loan level data to project
mortgage pool cash flows, analyze security structures, and ultimately assess the risk in its RMBS positions. Our Manager also makes qualitative
adjustments to reflect the current state of the housing market, securities market liquidity, and potential implications of policy changes and
macroeconomic conditions.

        Our Manager's approach to asset acquisition and ongoing surveillance of risk follows similar methodologies. Our Manager uses raw loan
level data and loan level time-series in conjunction with economic variables to develop projections of characteristic specific borrower behavior
trends. The end result of this research is to produce top line cash flow assumptions that can be applied to each mortgage pool evaluated, and
includes default rates, delinquency rolling rates, delinquency curing rates, loss severities, payment velocities, and voluntary prepayments. These
variables are analyzed and stratified across various loan level risk factors, including the following: loan status (current, delinquent, foreclosed,
bankrupt, real estate owned); credit score; loan payment history; loan-to-value ratio, borrower equity, and home price appreciation/depreciation
from origination; loan age and seasoning; geography at the state, metropolitan statistical area, county, and zip code level; loan originator and
servicer; payment and interest rate reset shock; and documentation, loan purpose, occupancy, and additional loan terms.

        Given the existing housing environment, our Manager currently believes home price declines and negative equity will be the primary
drivers of default risk. The default rate models our Manager has developed are utilized to project residential loan defaults on prime,
Alternative-A, and subprime collateral. The strength of the housing market is an important factor in projecting the rate of defaults as the amount
of positive or negative equity can be a significant factor in the decision of a borrower to default on a loan.

        The loss severity models assist our Manager in predicting loss severity and recovery rates if borrowers default on their loans. The loss
severity models are based on a number of factors including but not limited to the costs of foreclosing and liquidating loans, the loan-to-value
ratio of the loan and the cumulative amount of home price appreciation or depreciation since the loan was originated. Voluntary prepayment
speeds are determined considering, among other things, historical loan-level detail from other home price depreciation environments, such as
California in the early 90s and, more recently, the Midwestern United States. Updated borrower information, loan-to-value data and refinance
incentive factor heavily in our Manager's calculations.

        Our Manager scores and forecasts an equilibrium home price level for zip codes throughout the country. This home price
appreciation/depreciation forecast is constructed using numerous data such as inflation, personal income growth and unemployment. By
combining the loan level analysis and the home price appreciation forecasts, our Manager generates default, loss, and recovery expectations for a
given pool of loans.

        The housing, default rate, and loss severity models listed above in addition to other proprietary tools enable our Manager to project
prepayment, delinquency, default, and loss severity rates on residential loan pools backing non-Agency RMBS. These assumptions, in
conjunction with the payment
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structure and credit enhancement of the non-Agency RMBS transactions allow our Manager to project bond cashflows, yields, yield spreads, and
projected returns across a number of scenarios. This level and variability of these cashflows, yields, yield spreads, and projected returns serve as
the basis of our Manager's relative value framework and asset acquisition process.

        Our Manager provides ongoing surveillance of non-Agency RMBS which is utilized in our relative value framework and decisions to sell
holdings. As updated security and loan information becomes available including the level of credit enhancement, the paydown of securities,
delinquency rates, prepayment rates, default rates, and loss severities, this data is tracked by our Manager. This updated data along with changes
in the housing, economic, and interest rate environment serve as the basis for updated projections. As projections of bond cashflows, yields,
yield spreads, and returns are updated based on this new information, our Manager's appraisal of overall risk level for each non-agency RMBS is
updated. This process serves as the basis for our Manager's asset disposition process.

Agency RMBS

        Our Manager takes a value-oriented approach to managing Agency RMBS. Our Manager is guided by its mortgage philosophy, which can
be summarized in three points: high-quality value orientation; a cautious approach to prepayments and convexity; and avoiding undue security
complexity.

        Our Manager has historically focused its Agency RMBS investing almost exclusively on pass-through securities including hybrid ARMs.
Our Manager believes that the imbedded prepayment option and the changing effective duration of these securities must be hedged in order to
achieve a stable leveraged return profile from this sector. Our Manager believes that many of the financial models that predict prepayments and
value mortgages have historically underestimated the changing nature of the refinancing process, and as such have underestimated prepayments
during periods of time when yields are falling. Our Manager structures its Agency RMBS investing to take a conservative approach to the
convexity of the mortgage market and conducts hedging strategies consistent with this outlook. Our Manager may utilize derivative financial
instruments, including, among others, puts and calls on securities or indices of securities, interest rate swaps, interest rate caps, interest rate
swaptions, exchange-traded derivatives, U.S. Department of the Treasury securities and options on U.S. Department of the Treasury securities
and interest rate floors to hedge all or a portion of the interest rate risk associated with the financing of our investment portfolio. Specifically, our
Manager may seek to hedge our exposure to potential interest rate mismatches between the interest that we earn on our investments and our
borrowing costs caused by fluctuations in short-term interest rates. In utilizing leverage and interest rate hedges, our Manager seeks to improve
risk-adjusted returns and, where possible, to lock in, on a long-term basis, a favorable spread between the yield on our assets and the cost of our
financing.

CMBS

        Our Manager has been an active participant in the CMBS market since its inception. Our Manager was a significant investor in the
Resolution Trust Corporation programs to securitize loans acquired from failed financial institutions. Our Manager invests across the capital
structure in large diverse conduit deals, single borrower and single property deals as well one-off deals such as credit tenant lease transactions.
The level of analysis for different securities will vary based on the risk profile of the investment being evaluated. To manage risk appropriately
for troubled CMBS, our Manager evaluates the potential for losses based on both the structure of the security or loan, as well as how the cash
flows and values of the underlying properties will contribute to potential defaults and ultimate recoveries. Specifically, our Manager evaluates
the following as a part of this process:

�
The market/metropolitan statistical area dynamics (potential for growth/contraction; future demand for commercial space;
changing demographics; and impact of home price depreciation and decreased consumer spending);
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�
Current cash flows of the underlying properties (stability of tenants; property rents versus market rents; true cash flow versus
pro forma assumptions; and market demand drivers);

�
Broad market metrics (changes in capitalization rates; ability to obtain financing; and new construction and available space
coming on line);

�
Default factors (understand borrower's motivations; amount of true equity held by the borrower; ability to cover debt service
coverage ratio, both current and projected; and tax implications to borrower); and

�
Potential severities (effectiveness, timing and costs of various work out strategies (such as note sales, foreclosures or
discounted payoffs); complications relating from loan structure (such as B notes, mezzanine debt and pari passu loans); and
ultimate impact on loan or bond structure).

        In looking at distressed commercial real estate loans and securities, our Manager starts with a fundamental analysis of the securities,
incorporating various scenarios at the loan level. Cash flow stresses under various economic scenarios combined with cap rate stresses will drive
default scenarios. For securities, property level default, prepayment, and loss severity assumptions are fed into various third-party cash flow
models to derive deal and security level cash flows. Factors to be evaluated would include the following: capital structure and/or ratings
concentrations (risk of actual tranche); vintage considerations; exposure to troubled metropolitan statistical areas; outsized exposure to more
volatile property types; exposure to pari passu assets across various deals; exposure to pro forma loans; and specific borrower concerns.

ABS

        Our Manager evaluates ABS securities by evaluating collateral characteristics, timing of cash flows, strength of issuer and servicer,
structural features as well as overall macro economic conditions. The analysis for any specific ABS asset will vary depending on the perceived
drivers of risk. Some default and severity related factors our Manager reviews include (to the extent relevant for that asset type):

�
Unemployment and other economic conditions;

�
Personal bankruptcy legislation;

�
Other legislation (including SBA and student loan related);

�
Used car and equipment prices (for auto and equipment related transactions);

�
Historical issuer performance;

�
Issuer quality and creditworthiness;

�
Servicer quality and creditworthiness;

�
Health of manufacturer (for any hard asset);

�

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

104



Borrower quality (including FICO for individuals); and

�
Composition and diversity of the receivables pool.

        Our Manager also evaluates principal and interest waterfalls, as well as the various type of credit enhancement available to protect a given
class of bonds. Our Manager stresses defaults and severities under various scenarios and also evaluates performance under a range of cash flow
scenarios.

Investment Methods

        We may, in the future, utilize "to-be-announced" forward contracts, or TBAs, in order to invest in Agency RMBS. Pursuant to these TBAs,
we would agree to purchase, for future delivery, Agency RMBS with certain principal and interest terms and certain types of underlying
collateral, but the particular Agency RMBS to be delivered would not be identified until shortly before the TBA settlement date. Our ability to
purchase Agency RMBS through TBAs may be limited by the
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75% asset test applicable to REITs. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation�Income Tests" and "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation�Asset Tests."

Investment Sourcing

        We expect our Manager to take advantage of the broad network of relationships it has established to identify investment opportunities. Our
Manager and its supervised affiliates have extensive long-term relationships with financial intermediaries, including primary dealers, leading
investment banks, brokerage firms, leading mortgage originators and commercial banks.

        Investing in, and sourcing financing for, non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS is highly competitive. Although our
Manager competes with many other investment managers for profitable investment opportunities in fixed-income asset classes and related
investment opportunities and sources of financing, we believe that a combination of our Manager's experience, together with the vast resources
and relationships of our Manager, will provide us with a significant advantage in identifying and capitalizing on attractive opportunities.

Investment Guidelines

        Our board of directors will adopt a set of investment guidelines that sets forth our target assets and other criteria to be used by our Manager
to evaluate specific assets as well as our overall portfolio composition. Our Manager will make determinations as to the percentage of our assets
that will be invested in each of our target asset classes, consistent with the investment guidelines adopted by our board of directors. We expect
our Manager's investment decisions will depend on prevailing market conditions and may change over time in response to opportunities
available in different interest rate, economic and credit environments. As a result, we cannot predict the percentage of our assets that will be
invested in any of our target asset classes at any given time. We believe that the diversification of our portfolio of assets, our Manager's
extensive experience in investing in our target assets and the flexibility of our strategy, combined with our Manager's and its supervised
affiliates' general investment and advisory expertise and comprehensive finance and administrative infrastructure, will enable us to achieve
attractive risk-adjusted returns under a variety of market conditions and economic cycles.

        Our board of directors will adopt the following investment guidelines:

�
no investment shall be made that would cause us to fail to qualify as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes;

�
no investment shall be made that would cause us to be regulated as an investment company under the 1940 Act;

�
our investments will be predominantly in our target assets; and

�
until appropriate investments can be identified or until we receive capital calls from the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund, our Manager may invest the proceeds of this and any future offerings in interest-bearing, short-term
investments, including money market accounts and/or funds, that are consistent with our intention to qualify as a REIT and
maintain exemption from registration under the 1940 Act.

        These investment guidelines may be changed from time to time by our board of directors without the approval of our stockholders.

Our Financing Strategy

        We will fund the acquisition of our target assets through the use of leverage with respect to a number of financing sources, subject to
maintaining our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes. To the extent available to us, we may finance our target assets
through private funding sources, including repurchase agreements and asset resecuritizations, and may finance our
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non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS through programs established by the U.S. Government, such as the TALF and the PPIP. Subject to
maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate being able to benefit from the
financing available under the PPIP, primarily by allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private
placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. We also anticipate that approximately 30-50% of
our investments in our target assets will be financed through the use of the Merrill Repurchase Facility. To the extent available to us, we may
also finance investments in our target assets through other private funding sources, including borrowings structured as repurchase agreements
and asset resecuritizations.

        There are no limits on the maximum amount of leverage that we may use, and we are not required to maintain any particular debt-to-equity
leverage. We expect under current market conditions to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, approximately one and a half to five times leverage on
our non-Agency RMBS through private funding sources and through U.S. Government programs, such as the TALF and the PPIP, and to
deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, up to six to eight times leverage on our Agency RMBS assets using private funding sources. The amount of
leverage that we will deploy for particular investments in our target assets will depend upon our Manager's assessment of a variety of factors,
which may include: the anticipated liquidity and price volatility of the assets in our investment portfolio; the potential for losses and extension
risk in our investment portfolio; the gap between the duration of our assets and liabilities, including any hedges; the availability and cost of
financing the assets; our Manager's opinion of the creditworthiness of our financing counterparties; the health of the U.S. economy and the
residential and commercial mortgage-related markets; our Manager's outlook for the level, slope and volatility of interest rates; the collateral
underlying our non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS; and our Manager's outlook for asset spreads relative to the London
Interbank Offered Rate, or LIBOR, curve.

U.S. Government Financing

        To the extent available to us, we may finance investments in our non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS through programs established by the
U.S. Government, such as the TALF and the PPIP. A description of the financing that may be made available to us under these programs is set
forth below under "�Recent Regulatory Developments." There can be no assurance that we will be eligible to participate in any programs
established by the U.S. Government or, if we are eligible, that we will be able to utilize them successfully or at all.

Repurchase Agreements

        Repurchase agreements are financings pursuant to which we will sell our target assets to the repurchase agreement counterparty, the buyer,
for an agreed upon price with the obligation to repurchase these assets from the buyer at a future date and at a price higher than the original
purchase price. We intend to use repurchase agreements to finance the purchase of our target assets, including the Merrill Repurchase Facility.
The amount of financing we will receive under a repurchase agreement is limited to a specified percentage of the estimated market value of the
assets we sell to the buyer. The difference between the sale price and repurchase price is the interest expense of financing under a repurchase
agreement. Under repurchase agreement financing arrangements, the buyer, or lender, could require us to provide additional cash collateral to
re-establish the ratio of value of the collateral to the amount of borrowing. In the current economic climate, we believe that the lender generally
will advance a borrower approximately 90% to 95% of the market value of the securities financed (meaning a 5% to 10% haircut). A significant
decrease in advance rate or an increase in the haircut could result in the borrower having to sell securities in order to meet any additional margin
requirements by the lender, regardless of market condition. We expect to mitigate our risk of margin calls by employing a prudent amount of
leverage that is below what could be used under current advance rates.
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        We plan to leverage our Manager's and its supervised affiliates' existing relationships with financial intermediaries, including primary
dealers, leading investment banks, brokerage firms, commercial banks and other repurchase agreement counterparties to execute repurchase
agreements for certain of our target assets concurrently with or shortly after the closing of this offering and the concurrent private placement.

        To the extent that we invest in Agency RMBS through TBAs in the future, we may enter into dollar roll transactions using TBAs in which
we would sell a TBA and simultaneously purchase a similar, but not identical, TBA. Our ability to enter into dollar roll transactions with respect
to TBAs may be limited by the 75% gross income test applicable to REITs. See "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations�Taxation of
Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Income Tests."

Merrill Repurchase Facility

        Immediately following the consummation of this offering, we expect to enter into the Merrill Repurchase Facility with Merrill Lynch
International as the buyer. The Merrill Repurchase Facility will form a part of and will be subject to a global master repurchase agreement by
and between us and Merrill Lynch International, or the Master Repurchase Agreement.

        We believe that the Merrill Repurchase Facility will provide us with attractive financing for our investments. Pursuant and subject to the
conditions of the Merrill Repurchase Facility, at any time we may require Merrill Lynch International to enter into a repurchase transaction with
us, whereby Merrill Lynch International will provide us with an amount of cash in return for our (i) transfer of certain eligible securities to
Merrill Lynch International, (ii) promise to repurchase these securities on a date of our choosing within the term of the Merrill Repurchase
Facility, and (iii) monthly payments to Merrill Lynch International based on a financing rate not to exceed one month LIBOR plus 1.5%.
Through these repurchase transactions, the Merrill Repurchase Facility will give us access to cash for investments in our target assets in an
amount up to the lesser of (i) the sum of 50% of the gross cash proceeds raised, prior to the payment of any fees or offering expenses, in this
offering and 60% of the gross cash proceeds raised, prior to the payment of any fees or expenses, in any subsequent equity offering by us and
(ii) $250,000,000. The initial term of the Merrill Repurchase Facility is three years, and we may, in our sole discretion, subject to the satisfaction
of certain conditions, extend the term of the Merrill Repurchase Facility for another two years. The list of securities eligible for repurchase under
the Merrill Repurchase Facility includes non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS.

        Under the Merrill Repurchase Facility, Merrill Lynch International is required to enter into a repurchase transaction with us only if certain
conditions are satisfied. Such conditions include, but are not limited to, (i) no event of default under the Merrill Repurchase Facility by us has
occurred and is continuing and (ii) the maintenance of stated concentration limits with respect to the types of eligible securities that are currently
subject to Merrill Repurchase Facility repurchase transactions. In addition, under the Merrill Repurchase Facility we are required to maintain a
margin of 117.65%, or the Maintenance Margin Requirement, with respect to the ratio of (A) the total value of the eligible securities subject to
Merrill Repurchase Facility repurchase transactions to (B) the total amount of cash advanced to us pursuant to these repurchase transactions.
There can be no assurance that we will be able to utilize the Merrill Repurchase Facility successfully or at all. If we cannot satisfy the conditions
precedent under the Merrill Repurchase Facility, we will not be able to use the Merrill Repurchase Facility to finance our investments. In the
event that the eligible securities subject to Merrill Repurchase Facility repurchase transactions lose value, we may be required to transfer cash or
certain specified securities, such as U.S. Treasury securities, Agency debentures backed by the full faith and credit of the U.S. Government or
Agency RMBS pass-through securities, to Merrill Lynch International in order to satisfy the Maintenance Margin Requirement.
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Other Financing

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT for U.S. federal income tax purposes and exemption from registration under the 1940
Act, we may in the future use other funding sources to acquire our assets, including warehouse facilities, securitizations and other secured and
unsecured forms of borrowing.

Our Interest Rate Hedging and Risk Management Strategy

        We may, from time to time, utilize derivative financial instruments to hedge the interest rate risk associated with our borrowings. Under the
U.S. federal income tax laws applicable to REITs, we generally will be able to enter into certain transactions to hedge indebtedness that we may
incur, or plan to incur, to acquire or carry real estate assets, although our total gross income from interest rate hedges that do not meet this
requirement and other non-qualifying sources generally must not exceed 5% of our gross income.

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we may also engage in a variety of
interest rate management techniques that seek on one hand to mitigate the influence of interest rate changes on the values of some of our assets
and on the other hand help us achieve our risk management objectives. The U.S. federal income tax rules applicable to REITs may require us to
implement certain of these techniques through a domestic TRS that is fully subject to federal corporate income taxation. Our interest rate
management techniques may include:

�
interest rate swap agreements, interest rate cap agreements, exchange-traded derivatives and swaptions;

�
puts and calls on securities or indices of securities;

�
Eurodollar futures contracts and options on such contracts;

�
U.S. Department of the Treasury securities and options on U.S. Department of the Treasury securities; and

�
other similar transactions.

        We may attempt to reduce interest rate risks and to minimize exposure to interest rate fluctuations through the use of match funded
financing structures, when appropriate, whereby we may seek (1) to match the maturities of our debt obligations with the maturities of our assets
and (2) to match the interest rates on our assets with like-kind debt (i.e., we may finance floating rate assets with floating rate debt and fixed-rate
assets with fixed-rate debt), directly or through the use of interest rate swap agreements, interest rate cap agreements, or other financial
instruments, or through a combination of these strategies. We expect these instruments will allow us to minimize, but not eliminate, the risk that
we have to refinance our liabilities before the maturities of our assets and to reduce the impact of changing interest rates on our earnings.

        Risk management is a component of our strategy to deliver consistent risk-adjusted returns to our stockholders. Because we intend to
acquire primarily fixed-income securities, losses from credit defaults, interest rate volatility or other risks can meaningfully reduce or eliminate
our distributions to stockholders. In addition, because we expect to employ financial leverage in funding our portfolio, mismatches in the
maturities of our assets and liabilities may create the need to renew or otherwise refinance our liabilities. Our net interest margins will be
dependent upon a positive spread between the returns on our asset portfolio and our overall cost of funding. In order to minimize the risks to us,
we expect to employ security-specific risk measurement and management processes. Our risk management tools include software and services
licensed or purchased from third parties, in addition to proprietary
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systems and analytical methods developed by our Manager. There can be no guarantee that these tools and the other risk management techniques
described above will protect us from market risks.

Policies With Respect to Certain Other Activities

        If our board of directors determines that additional funding is required, we may raise such funds through additional offerings of equity or
debt securities or the retention of cash flow (subject to provisions in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the Internal Revenue
Code, concerning distribution requirements and the taxability of undistributed REIT taxable income) or a combination of these methods. In the
event that our board of directors determines to raise additional equity capital, it has the authority, without stockholder approval, to issue
additional common stock or preferred stock in any manner and on such terms and for such consideration as it deems appropriate, at any time.

        In addition, we may borrow money to finance the acquisition of investments. We intend to use traditional forms of financing, such as
repurchase agreements. We also may utilize structured financing techniques to create attractively priced non-recourse financing at an all-in
borrowing cost that is lower than that provided by traditional sources of financing and that provide long-term, floating rate financing. Our
investment guidelines and our portfolio and leverage are periodically reviewed by our board of directors as part of their oversight of our
Manager.

        As of the date of this prospectus, we do not intend to offer equity or debt securities in exchange for property. Though we have no current
intention to do so, we may in the future repurchase or otherwise reacquire our shares.

        As of the date of this prospectus, we do not intend to invest in the securities of other REITs, other entities engaged in real estate activities or
securities of other issuers for the purpose of exercising control over such entities.

        We engage in the purchase and sale of investments. We may make loans to third parties in the ordinary course of business for investment
purposes. As of the date of this prospectus, we do not intend to underwrite the securities of other issuers.

        We intend to furnish our stockholders with annual reports containing consolidated financial statements audited by our independent certified
public accountants and file quarterly reports with the SEC containing unaudited consolidated financial statements for each of the first three
quarters of each fiscal year.

        Our board of directors may change any of these policies without prior notice to you or a vote of our stockholders.

Risk Management

        As part of our risk management strategy, our Manager will actively manage the financing, interest rate, credit, prepayment and convexity
(the measure of the sensitivity of the duration of a bond to changes in interest rates) risks associated with holding a portfolio of our target assets.

Interest Rate Hedging

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we may engage in a variety of
interest rate management techniques that seek on one hand to mitigate the influence of interest rate changes on the values of some of our assets
and on the other hand help us achieve our risk management objectives. We may utilize derivative financial instruments, including, among others,
puts and calls on securities or indices of securities, interest rate swaps, interest rate caps, interest rate swaptions, exchange-traded derivatives,
U.S. Department of the Treasury securities and options on U.S. Department of the Treasury securities and interest rate floors to hedge
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all or a portion of the interest rate risk associated with the financing of our investment portfolio. Specifically, we may hedge our exposure to
potential interest rate mismatches between the interest that we earn on our investments and our borrowing costs caused by fluctuations in
short-term interest rates. In utilizing leverage and interest rate hedges, our objectives will be to improve risk-adjusted returns and, where
possible, to lock in, on a long-term basis, a favorable spread between the yield on our assets and the cost of our financing. We will rely on our
Manager's expertise to manage these risks on our behalf. We may implement part of our hedging strategy through a taxable REIT subsidiary, or
TRS, which will be subject to federal, state and, if applicable, local income tax.

Asset/Liability Risk Management

        Because we will employ financial leverage in funding our portfolio, mismatches in the maturities of our assets and liabilities can create the
risk that we will need to continually renew or otherwise refinance our liabilities. Our net interest margins will be dependent upon a positive
spread between the returns on our asset portfolio and our overall cost of funding. Our Manager expects to actively employ portfolio-wide and
security-specific risk measurement and management processes in our daily operations. Our Manager's risk management tools will include
software and services licensed or purchased from third parties, in addition to proprietary systems and analytical methods developed internally.
There can be no assurance, however, that these tools and the other risk management techniques described above will protect us from
asset/liability risks.

Credit Risk

        We retain the risk of potential credit losses on the loans underlying the non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS we hold. We may seek to
manage this risk through our pre-acquisition due diligence process, through the use of non-recourse financing that limits our exposure to credit
losses to the specific assets that are subject to the non-recourse financing and through the use of derivative financial instruments, including,
among others, contracts with respect to the Markit ABX.HE index and the Markit CMBX index. In addition, with respect to any particular target
asset, our Manager's investment team will evaluate, among other things, relative valuation, supply and demand trends, shape of yield curves,
prepayment rates, delinquency and default rates, recovery of various segments of the economy and vintage of collateral.

Recent Regulatory Developments

The Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008

        In response to general market instability and, more specifically, the financial conditions of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, on July 30, 2008,
the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 established a new regulator for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the U.S. Federal Housing
Finance Agency, or the FHFA. On September 7, 2008, the U.S. Department of the Treasury, the FHFA and the Federal Reserve announced a
comprehensive action plan to help stabilize the financial markets, support the availability of mortgage finance and protect taxpayers. Under this
plan, among other things, the FHFA has been appointed as conservator of both Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, allowing the FHFA to control the
actions of the two government sponsored enterprises, or GSEs, without forcing them to liquidate, which would be the case under receivership.
Importantly, the primary focus of the plan is to increase the availability of mortgage financing by allowing these GSEs to continue to grow their
guarantee business without limit, while limiting net purchase of Agency RMBS to a modest amount through the end of 2009. Beginning in 2010,
these GSEs will gradually reduce their Agency RMBS portfolios. In addition, in an effort to further stabilize the U.S. mortgage market, the
U.S. Department of the Treasury took three additional actions. First, it entered into a preferred stock purchase agreement with each of the GSEs,
pursuant to which $100 billion will be available to each GSE. Second, it established a new secured credit facility, the GSECF, available to each
of Fannie Mae and
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Freddie Mac (as well as Federal Home Loan Banks) through December 31, 2009, when other funding sources are unavailable. Third, it
established an Agency RMBS purchase program, under which the U.S. Department of the Treasury may purchase Agency RMBS in the open
market. This Agency RMBS purchase program will also expire on December 31, 2009. Initially, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac each issued
$1.0 billion of senior preferred stock to the U.S. Department of the Treasury and warrants to purchase 79.9% of the fully-diluted common stock
outstanding of each GSE at a nominal exercise price. Pursuant to these agreements, each of Fannie Mae's and Freddie Mac's mortgage and
Agency RMBS portfolio may not exceed $850 billion as of December 31, 2009, and will decline by 10% each year until such portfolio reaches
$250 billion. After reporting a substantial loss in the third quarter of 2008, Freddie Mac requested a capital injection of $13.8 billion by the
U.S. Department of the Treasury pursuant to its preferred stock purchase agreement. Although the U.S. Government has committed capital to
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, there can be no assurance that these actions will be adequate for their needs. These uncertainties lead to questions
about the future of the GSEs in their current form, or at all, and the availability of, and trading market for, Agency RMBS. If these actions are
inadequate, and the GSEs continue to suffer losses or cease to exist, our business, operations and financial condition could be materially
adversely affected. See "Risk Factors�Risks Related to Our Business�There can be no assurance that the actions of the U.S. Government, the
Federal Reserve, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and other governmental and regulatory bodies for the purpose of stabilizing the financial
markets, including the establishment of the Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility and the Public-Private Investment Program, or market
response to those actions, will achieve the intended effect, and our business may not benefit from these actions and further government or market
developments could adversely impact us."

The Temporary Guarantee Program for Money Market Funds

        In an effort to stabilize the money market fund industry, the U.S. Department of the Treasury on September 19, 2008, announced the
establishment of the Temporary Guarantee Program for Money Market Funds, through which U.S. Department of the Treasury guarantees the
share price of any publicly offered eligible money market mutual fund�both retail and institutional�that applies for and pays a fee to participate in
the program. The temporary measure will enable the Exchange Stabilization Fund, established in 1934 as part of the Gold Reserve Act, to insure
the holdings of any publicly offered money market mutual fund for both retail and institutional clients. The current termination date for the
guarantee program is September 18, 2009.

        Money market funds are a vital source of short-term liquidity in the financial markets. Money market funds provide for repurchase
agreement financing by lending cash versus collateral, such as debt issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury and Agency RMBS, for short
periods of time. Pressure on asset prices in the credit markets has recently caused several money market funds to come under pressure from a
pricing and redemption standpoint. This insurance program will help ease this pressure over time and should allow lending capacity offered by
money market funds to return to more normal levels.

        As we will rely on short-term borrowing in the form of repurchase agreements to fund the purchase of some of our target assets, we believe
that this action should positively impact us by stabilizing a major source of our anticipated borrowings.

The Capital Assistance Program and the Bank Stress Tests

        On February 25, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and federal banking agencies released details about the Capital Assistance
Program, or the CAP. The CAP has two elements: (1) a forward looking stress test to determine if any major bank requires an additional capital
buffer, and (2) access to preferred shares convertible into common equity from the government as a bridge to private capital in the future.
Nineteen banks with risk weighted assets exceeding $100 billion have been stress tested
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under various economic assumptions relating to further contractions in the U.S. economy and further declines in housing prices and increases in
unemployment. The stress tests were completed on April 24, 2009, and shared confidentially with the institutions subject to the test. The results
were made public on May 7, 2009. In the aftermath of the publication of the results of the bank "stress tests," many of the examined banks were
able to complete common stock offerings to strengthen their balance sheets and liquidity positions, which may reduce the need for these banks to
dispose of some or all of their non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS assets, thereby potentially contributing to higher asset prices.

The Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facility

        In response to the severe dislocation in the credit markets, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve jointly announced
the establishment of the TALF on November 25, 2008. The TALF is intended to increase credit availability and support economic activity by
facilitating renewed securitization activities. Under the TALF, upon certain terms and conditions, the FRBNY provides non-recourse loans to
borrowers to help fund their purchase of eligible assets. Initially, eligible assets included ABS collateralized by certain assets such as student
loans, auto loans and leases, floor plan loans, credit card receivables, receivables related to residential mortgage servicing advances, equipment
loans and leases and loans guaranteed by the Small Business Administration, or the SBA, but did not include RMBS or CMBS. Any
U.S. company that owns TALF-eligible ABS may borrow from the FRBNY under the TALF, provided that the company maintains an account
relationship with a TALF agent, which could be a primary dealer or another dealer specifically designated by the FRBNY for this role in support
of the TALF, and enters into a TALF-specific customer agreement with such TALF agent. The period under which TALF loans may be made by
the FRBNY is scheduled to terminate on March 31, 2010 for newly-issued ABS and legacy CMBS and on June 30, 2010 for newly-issued
CMBS, unless otherwise extended.

        Credit extensions under TALF will be non-recourse, unless the borrower breaches its representations, warranties or covenants, and will be
exempt from margin calls related to a decrease in the underlying collateral value. The loans are pre-payable in whole or in part at the option of
the borrower, but substitution of collateral during the term of the loan generally is not allowed. Under the TALF, the FRBNY will lend to each
borrower an amount equal to the lesser of the par or market value of the pledged collateral minus a haircut, which varies based on the type and
expected life of the collateral, except that the loan amount for each legacy CMBS loan will be the lesser of the dollar purchase price on the
applicable trade date of the CMBS or its market price as of the subscription date of the CMBS loan less, in either case, the applicable haircut
(from par). Unless otherwise provided in the terms of the Master Loan and Security Agreement that the borrower must agree to, any remittance
of principal on pledged collateral must be used immediately to reduce the principal amount of the loan in proportion to the loan's haircut.
However, if certain events of default, credit support depletion events or early amortization events occur with respect to the pledged collateral, all
interest and principal received from such collateral will be applied to repay the TALF loan before any amounts are distributed to the borrower. In
addition, other than with respect to legacy CMBS, if the pledged collateral has a market value above par, the borrower will make an additional
principal payment calculated to adjust for the average reversion of market value toward par value as the collateral matures. Further, for five-year
TALF loans, the excess of collateral interest distributions over the TALF loan interest payable will be remitted to the borrower only until such
excess equals 25% per annum of the haircut amount in the first three loan years, 10% in the fourth loan year, and 5% in the fifth loan year, and
the remainder of such excess will be applied to TALF loan principal. Among other things, a borrower must agree not to exercise or refrain from
exercising any voting, consent or wavier right under any pledged collateral without the consent of the FRBNY.

        On March 23, 2009, in connection with the establishment of the PPIP, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve
announced preliminary plans to expand the TALF to include non-Agency RMBS that were originally rated AAA and CMBS that are rated AAA.
On May 1, 2009,
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the Federal Reserve published the terms for the expansion of the TALF to CMBS and announced that, beginning in June 2009, up to $100 billion
of TALF loans would be available to finance purchases of eligible CMBS created on or after January 1, 2009. The Federal Reserve stated in this
publication and in later releases that, to be eligible for TALF funding, the following conditions must be satisfied with respect to such
newly-issued CMBS:

�
The CMBS must be collateralized by first-priority mortgage loans or participations therein that are current in payment at the
time of securitization;

�
The underlying mortgage loans must be fixed-rate loans that do not provide for interest-only payments during any part of
their term;

�
The underlying mortgage loans must be secured by one or more income-generating commercial properties, each of which
must be located in the United States or one of its territories;

�
95% or more of the dollar amount of the credit exposures underlying the CMBS must be exposures that are originated by
U.S.-organized entities or institutions or U.S. branches or agencies of foreign banks;

�
The CMBS must be issued on or after January 1, 2009 and the underlying mortgage loans must have been originated on or
after July 1, 2008;

�
The underwriting for the CMBS must be prepared generally on the basis of then-current in-place, stabilized and recurring net
operating income and then-current property appraisals;

�
The CMBS collateralizing the TALF borrowing must have a credit rating in the highest long-term investment-grade rating
category, without the benefit of third party credit support, from at least two CMBS eligible national rating agencies and must
not have a credit rating below the highest investment-grade rating category from any CMBS eligible national rating agency
or have been placed on review or watch for downgrade by any CMBS eligible national rating agency at the time of the
TALF loan closing;

�
The CMBS must entitle its holders to payments of principal and interest (that is, must not be an interest-only or
principal-only security);

�
The CMBS must bear interest at a pass-through rate that is fixed or based on the weighted average of the underlying fixed
mortgage rates;

�
The CMBS collateralizing the TALF borrowing must not be junior to other securities with claims on the same pool of loans;

�
Control over the servicing of the underlying mortgage loans must not be held by investors in a subordinate class of the
CMBS once the principal balance of that class is reduced to less than 25% of its initial principal balance as a result of both
actual realized losses and "appraisal reduction amounts"; and

�
The FRBNY will retain the right to reject any CMBS as TALF loan collateral based on its risk assessment.
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        The Federal Reserve also described the following terms for CMBS collateralized TALF loans:

�
Each TALF loan secured by CMBS will have a three-year maturity or five-year maturity, at the election of the borrower;

�
A three-year TALF loan will bear interest at a fixed rate per annum equal to 100 basis points over the three-year LIBOR
swap rate. A five-year TALF loan is expected to bear interest at a fixed rate per annum equal to 100 basis points over the
five-year LIBOR swap rate;
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�
The collateral haircut for each CMBS with an average life of five years or less will be 15%. For CMBS with average lives
beyond five years, collateral haircuts will increase by one percentage point for each additional year of average life beyond
five years. No CMBS may have an average life beyond ten years; and

�
A TALF borrower must agree not to exercise or refrain from exercising any voting, consent or waiver rights under a CMBS
without the consent of the FRBNY.

        On May 19, 2009, the Federal Reserve announced that beginning in July 2009, it would expand the TALF to include certain high-quality
CMBS created before January 1, 2009, or legacy CMBS, and announced additional criteria that will apply to TALF loans for legacy CMBS. The
terms of the expansion of the TALF to legacy CMBS include the following:

�
As of the TALF loan subscription date, at least 95% of the properties securing the underlying mortgage loans, by related
loan principal balance, must be located in the United States or one of its territories;

�
The CMBS collateralizing the TALF borrowing must have a credit rating in the highest long-term investment-grade rating
category, without the benefit of third party credit support, from at least two CMBS eligible national rating agencies, and
must not have a credit rating below the highest investment grade rating category from any CMBS eligible national rating
agency or have been placed on review or watch for downgrade by any CMBS eligible national rating agency at the time of
the TALF loan closing;

�
The CMBS must entitle its holders to payments of principal and interest (that is, must not be an interest-only or
principal-only security);

�
The CMBS must bear interest at a pass-through rate that is fixed or based on the weighted average of the underlying fixed
mortgage rates;

�
Upon issuance, the CMBS must not have been junior to other securities with claims on the same pool of loans;

�
Each TALF loan secured by CMBS will have a three-year maturity or five-year maturity, at the election of the borrower;

�
A three-year TALF loan will bear interest at a fixed rate per annum equal to 100 basis points over the three-year LIBOR
swap rate. A five-year TALF loan will bear interest at a fixed rate per annum equal to 100 basis points over the five-year
LIBOR swap rate;

�
The amount of the TALF loan for each legacy CMBS will be the lesser of the dollar purchase price of the CMBS on its trade
date and the market price of the CMBS as of the loan subscription date, less, in either case, the base dollar haircut (from
par). The market price of any legacy CMBS must not exceed 100%;

�
The base dollar haircut for each CMBS with an average life of five years or less will be 15%. For CMBS with average lives
beyond five years, base dollar haircuts will increase by one percentage point for each additional year of average life beyond
five years;

�
For a three-year TALF loan on legacy CMBS, the excess of collateral interest distributions over the TALF loan interest
payable will be remitted to the borrower in each loan year until it equals 30% per annum of the haircut amount, with the
remainder applied to TALF loan principal;
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The FRBNY will retain the right to reject any CMBS as TALF loan collateral based on its risk assessment; and

�
A TALF borrower must agree not to exercise or refrain from exercising any voting, consent or waiver rights under a CMBS
without the consent of the FRBNY.
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        We believe that the expansion of the TALF to include high-quality CMBS may provide us with attractively priced non-recourse term
borrowings that we could use to purchase CMBS that are eligible for funding under this program. However, on the first four TALF funding
subscription dates for newly-issued CMBS that were held on June 16, July 16, August 20 and September 17, 2009, no requests were submitted
for TALF loans for newly-issued CMBS. On the initial subscription date for legacy CMBS that was held on July 16, 2009, borrowers subscribed
for $669 million in legacy CMBS TALF loans, on the second subscription date for legacy CMBS that was held on August 20, 2009, borrowers
subscribed for $2.28 billion in legacy CMBS TALF loans, and on the third subscription date for legacy CMBS that was held on September 17,
2009, borrowers subscribed for $1.4 billion in legacy CMBS TALF loans. As many legacy CMBS have had their ratings downgraded and as at
least one rating agency, S&P, has announced that further downgrades are likely in the future as property values have declined, these downgrades
may significantly reduce the quantity of legacy CMBS that are TALF eligible.

        On August 17, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve announced that they do not currently anticipate any
further additions to the types of collateral eligible for the TALF, but are prepared to reconsider this decision if financial and economic
developments warrant such reconsideration. If in the future the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Federal Reserve decide to expand the
TALF to include non-Agency RMBS, it may provide us with attractively priced non-recourse term borrowing facilities that we can use to
purchase non-Agency RMBS; however, there can be no assurance that such expansion will occur. Furthermore, there can be no assurance that
we will be able to utilize the TALF successfully, or at all, to purchase non-Agency RMBS, CMBS or ABS.

The Public-Private Investment Program

        On March 23, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury, in conjunction with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, or the FDIC, and
the Federal Reserve, announced the creation of the PPIP, under which it would make targeted investments in Public-Private Investment Funds,
or PPIFs. The PPIP is intended to encourage the transfer of certain illiquid legacy real estate-related assets off of the balance sheets of financial
institutions, restarting the market for these assets and supporting the flow of credit and other capital into the broader economy. Using $75 billion
to $100 billion in Troubled Asset Relief Program, or TARP, capital and capital from investors, the PPIP is expected to generate $500 billion in
purchasing power to buy legacy assets, with the potential to expand to $1 trillion over time, and has two primary components: the Legacy
Securities Program and the Legacy Loans Program.

        Under the Legacy Securities Program, Legacy Securities PPIFs will be established to purchase from financial institutions certain
non-Agency RMBS and CMBS that were originally rated in the highest rating category by two or more of the TALF-eligible nationally
recognized statistical rating organizations. The U.S. Department of the Treasury has announced that it will invest up to $30 billion of equity and
debt in Legacy Securities PPIFs and expects to provide up to 50% of the equity capital of the Legacy Securities PPIF, with the remainder
provided by investors, and is expected to provide attractively priced secured limited-recourse loans in an aggregate amount of up to 100% of the
PPIF's total equity capital so long as the PPIF's investors do not have voluntary withdrawal rights and subject to further restrictions on asset level
leverage, redemption rights, disposition priorities and other factors. Loans made by the U.S. Department of the Treasury to any PPIF will accrue
interest at an annual rate to be determined by the U.S. Department of the Treasury and will be payable in full on the date of termination of the
PPIF. The U.S. Department of the Treasury will receive warrants in the PPIF, and the terms and amounts of such warrants will be determined on
a case-by-case basis. The equity and debt financing under the Legacy Securities Program will be available to Legacy Securities PPIFs managed
by investment managers who have been selected as a Legacy Securities PPIF asset manager under the program.

        On July 8, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury publicly announced that our Manager, in a joint venture with The RLJ Companies,
was selected as one of nine pre-qualified Legacy Securities
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PPIF asset managers. Each of these asset managers has up to 12 weeks to raise at least $500 million of capital from investors for a Legacy
Securities PPIF. The U.S. Department of the Treasury will make a matching equity investment in the PPIFs and will provide debt financing up to
100% of the total equity of the PPIFs. In addition, subject to total leverage limits and covenants, the Legacy Securities PPIFs will be able to
obtain private debt financing and leverage through the TALF for TALF-eligible assets. The Legacy Securities PPIFs will have a term of eight
years, subject to two one-year extensions. Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940
Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40% of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for
investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Our Manager has executed a term sheet with the U.S. Department of the Treasury relating to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund and subsequently has entered into detailed discussions with the U.S. Department of the Treasury regarding the terms of the RLJ/Western
Public-Private Investment Fund. Although these discussions are substantially complete, the terms of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund are not yet definitive. Based on the term sheet and these discussions, we anticipate that the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund
would:

�
be structured as a partnership for U.S. tax purposes;

�
provide for a three-year commitment period, over which capital commitments from investors would be drawn, subject to the
right of the U.S. Department of the Treasury to terminate the commitment period after one year;

�
provide for an eight-year term with the right of the general partner of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund to
extend for two one-year terms;

�
provide for the payment of a base management and administration fee of 0.50% on aggregate commitments during the
investment period and invested capital after the investments to the general partner;

�
provide for a performance based allocation of distributions to the general partner of 15% of distributions once investors have
received distributions equal to capital invested plus a 10% annualized return on capital;

�
provide that approximately 71% of the base management and administration fees and incentive distributions will be
allocated to our Manager and that approximately 29% of such fees and distributions will be allocated to The RLJ
Companies;

�
prohibit withdrawal of capital by investors and contain transferability limitations;

�
limit investments to non-Agency RMBS and CMBS issued prior to 2009 that was originally rated AAA by two or more
rating agencies without ratings enhancement and certain temporary money market investments;

�
benefit from a loan from the U.S. Department of the Treasury equal to 100% of equity in the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund with interest at one-month LIBOR plus 1.00% (or the prime rate if LIBOR cannot be determined);

�
limit distributions to investors while the U.S. Department of the Treasury financing is outstanding, including a prohibition on
distributions if certain asset coverage tests are not met; and

�
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the loan agreements or if certain designated "key" individuals are no longer at our Manager and are not replaced to the U.S.
Department of the Treasury's satisfaction, in which event our Manager would likely cease managing the RLJ/Western
Public-Private Investment Fund.
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        The terms described above could change prior to the completion of the definitive documentation for the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund. As a result, there can be no assurance that the final terms of the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund will be as
favorable to us as those described above.

        We expect that any investment we make will be on terms that are no less favorable to us than those made available to other third party
institutional investors. Our Manager has agreed to reduce the base management fee set forth in the management agreement by the amount of any
separate fees payable to our Manager or its affiliates (which does not include The RLJ Companies) by the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund.

        Under the Legacy Loans Program, as announced, Legacy Loans PPIFs would be established to purchase troubled loans (including
residential and commercial mortgage loans) from insured depository institutions. In the loan sales, assets would be priced through an auction
process to be established under the program. The Legacy Loans PPIF would be able to fund the asset purchase through the issuance of senior
notes issued by the Legacy Loans PPIF. The notes would be collateralized by PPIF assets and guaranteed by the FDIC in exchange for a debt
guarantee fee. Announcements describing the Legacy Loans Program have stated that the U.S. Department of the Treasury would also provide
up to 50% of the equity capital financing for each Legacy Loans PPIF, with the remainder provided by investors. On June 3, 2009, the FDIC
announced that the development of the Legacy Loans Program will continue, but that a previously planned pilot sale of assets by banks targeted
for June 2009 would be postponed until August 2009. In making the announcement, the FDIC noted that banks have been able to raise capital
without having to sell assets through the Legacy Loans Program, which in the view of the FDIC reflects renewed investor confidence in the
U.S. banking system. The FDIC also indicated that it will continue its work on the Legacy Loans Program and will be prepared to offer it in the
future as what the FDIC characterized as "an important tool to cleanse bank balance sheets and bolster their ability to support the credit needs of
the economy." As a next step, the FDIC recently began testing the funding mechanism contemplated by the Legacy Loans Program in a sale of
receivership assets. This funding mechanism draws upon concepts successfully employed by the Resolution Trust Corporation in the 1990s,
which routinely assisted in the financing of asset sales through responsible use of leverage. On September 15, 2009, the FDIC announced the
winning bid in this pilot sale of receivership assets. The FDIC will analyze the results of this test sale to determine whether the Legacy Loans
Program can be used to remove troubled assets from the balance sheets of operating banks. No specific time frame for this analysis or for further
actions to implement the Legacy Loans Program were announced. The Legacy Loans Program has not been finalized and its terms are subject to
change. As a result, the attractiveness of the program to us cannot be determined at this time. However, our Manager does not intend to apply to
become an asset manager under the Legacy Loans Programs or to use this program to finance our business, and we currently do not expect to
make any equity investments in a Legacy Loans PPIF.

        The Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009 established further requirements for investment managers participating in a PPIF.
These requirements include:

�
Acknowledgement of Fiduciary Duty. Each of the investment managers of a PPIF will be required to acknowledge, in
writing, a fiduciary duty owed to both public and private investors in a PPIF.

�
Conflict-of-Interest Rules and Screening Procedures. In consultation with the Special Inspector General of the TARP, or the
Special Inspector General, the PPIF must impose strict conflict-of-interest rules on investment managers to ensure that
purchases are made in arms-length transactions, that fiduciary duties to public and private investors are not violated and that
there is full disclosure of the "relevant facts and financial interests" of the investment manager in the PPIF. These
conflict-of-interest rules must be implemented by the investment
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managers before PPIFs receive any government financing from the federal government. PPIFs also will be required to have
strict investor screening procedures.

�
Quarterly Reports. Each PPIF will be required to make a quarterly report to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the
Treasury disclosing the 10 largest positions of such PPIF. The reports may be publicly disclosed at such time as the
Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury determines that such disclosure will not harm the ongoing business of the
PPIF.

�
Books and Records. The Special Inspector General will be permitted to access all of the books and records of a PPIF and
will be required to maintain the confidentiality of such information. Each investment manager will be required to retain all
books, documents and records relating to the PPIF, including electronic messages.

�
Ethics Policy. Each investment manager will be required to develop a "robust ethics policy," including methods to ensure
compliance with such policy.

�
Identification of 10 Percent Investors. Each investment manager will be required periodically to identify to the Secretary of
the U.S. Department of the Treasury those investors who with their affiliates directly or indirectly hold equity interests equal
to at least 10 percent of the equity interests in the PPIF, including interests held in a vehicle formed for the purpose of
directly or indirectly investing in the PPIF.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 and the TARP

        On October 3, 2008, President George Bush signed into law the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, or the EESA. The EESA
authorized the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury to establish the TARP to purchase from financial institutions up to $700 billion
of residential or commercial mortgages and any securities, obligations or other instruments that are based on or related to such mortgages, that in
each case was originated or issued on or before March 14, 2008, as well as any other financial instrument that the Secretary of the
U.S. Department of the Treasury, after consultation with the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, determines the
purchase of which is necessary to promote financial market stability, upon transmittal of such determination, in writing, to the appropriate
committees of the U.S. Congress.

        We believe that the relatively low cost capital infusions and other assistance made available to banking organizations under the TARP will
improve, the functioning of financial markets which will improve as banks make loans supported by the capital infusions. We further believe
that there is a reasonable likelihood that banks will deploy at least a portion of the capital that they receive in the Agency RMBS market,
resulting in narrower Agency RMBS spreads. We anticipate that narrower spreads on Agency RMBS will be offset in part by improved
financing levels and rates, as overall liquidity improves. While we anticipate spreads on Agency RMBS and financing spreads will be positively
correlated going forward, there can be no assurance this will occur. Additionally, the amount of tightening that can occur in financing levels and
advance rates is limited by the overall low absolute level of short-term funding rates. Advance rates on repurchase agreement funding with
respect to Agency RMBS generally are approximately 90% to 95% (which implies a 5% to 10% haircut), down from 97% (which implies a
3% haircut).

        As the banks' overall capital positions improve because of capital infusions under the TARP (and the Capital Purchase Program, in
particular), we believe that they will seek to once again deploy capital through various lending channels, including repurchase lending.

        However, there can be no assurance that the EESA or the TARP will have a beneficial impact on the financial markets, including on current
levels of volatility. To the extent the market does not respond favorably to the TARP or the TARP does not function as intended, our business
may not receive the anticipated positive impact from the legislation. We cannot predict whether or when the
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TARP will have any impact and to what extent it will affect our business, results of operations and financial condition.

The Capital Purchase Program

        The Capital Purchase Program, or the CPP, is a voluntary program designed to encourage U.S. financial institutions to build capital to
increase the flow of financing to U.S. businesses and consumers and to support the U.S. economy. Under this program, the U.S. Department of
the Treasury is authorized to purchase up to $250 billion of senior preferred shares in qualifying domestically-controlled banks, savings
associations, and certain bank and savings and loan holding companies engaged only in financial activities. As of June 9, 2009, more than 600
banks across the country have participated in the CPP, representing $199 billion in investments.

The Targeted Investment Program

        The Targeted Investment Program, or the TIP, is intended to prevent significant market disruptions that could result from a loss of
confidence in a particular financial institution. The U.S. Department of the Treasury will determine whether a financial institution is eligible for
the program on a case by case basis based on a number of considerations. As of January 16, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury had
invested $40 billion in two banking organizations under the TIP.

The Systemically Significant Failing Institutions Program

        The Systemically Significant Failing Institutions Program, or the SSFIP, is intended to provide stability and prevent disruption to financial
markets that could result from the failure of a systemically significant institution. The U.S. Department of the Treasury will consider whether an
institution is systemically significant and at substantial risk of failure, and thereby eligible for the SSFIP, on a case by case basis based on a
number of considerations. As of January 13, 2009, the U.S. Department of the Treasury had invested $40 billion in one institution under the
SSFIP. This institution was an insurance company and not a bank. However, banks are certainly of the types of institutions that are eligible for
the SSFIP.

The Asset Guarantee Program

        The Asset Guarantee Program, or the AGP, is designed to provide guarantees for assets held by systemically significant financial
institutions that face a high risk of losing market confidence due in large part to a portfolio of distressed or illiquid assets. The U.S. Department
of the Treasury will determine the eligibility of participants and the allocation of resources on a case-by-case basis. In a report to Congress, the
U.S. Department of the Treasury stated that it may use this program in coordination with a broader guarantee involving one or more other
U.S. government agencies. As of January 20, 2008, the U.S. Department of the Treasury had released no data about the use of this program.

The Hope for Homeowners Act of 2008 and the Making Home Affordable Program

        On July 30, 2008, the Hope for Homeowners Act of 2008, or the H4H Act, was signed into law. The H4H Act created a new, temporary
and voluntary program within the Federal Housing Authority, or the FHA, to back FHA-insured mortgages to distressed borrowers. The Hope
for Homeowners program, which is effective from October 1, 2008, through September 30, 2011, will enable certain distressed borrowers to
refinance their mortgages into FHA-insured loans.

        Ginnie Mae, which guarantees the payment of principal and interest on Hope for Homeowners MBS, requires that all loans under the
H4H Act must be pooled only under the Ginnie Mae II program's multiple issuer type, or the MFS. Ginnie Mae will accept loan packages under
the H4H Act
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to be pooled in MFS securities with a November 1, 2008, issue date and thereafter. If a loan in an existing or seasoned pool is refinanced under
this program the prepayment speeds on existing pools may rise. Depending on whether or not the bond was purchased at a premium or discount,
the yield may be positively or negatively impacted. Furthermore, the coupons on new pools generated under this program based on refinanced
loans may be lower potentially negatively impacting our yield on new opportunities.

        On February 18, 2009, President Barack Obama announced the Making Home Affordable Program, or the MHAP. The MHAP guidelines
were released on March 4, 2009. The program has two components: the Home Affordable Refinance, or the HAR, and the Home Affordable
Modifications, or the HAM. The HAR program, which expires June 10, 2010, aims to give approximately four to five million homeowners that
have loans that are owned or securitized by Freddie Mac or Fannie Mae the opportunity to refinance. The HAM program, which expires
December 31, 2012, commits $75 billion to assist owner-occupants in making payments on mortgages that originated before January 1, 2009.

Federal Reserve

        During 2008, the Federal Reserve also initiated a number of other programs aimed at improving broader financial markets, such as
establishing a $1.8 trillion commercial paper funding facility and a $200 billion facility to finance consumer asset-backed securities. The
U.S. Department of the Treasury committed $20 billion from the TARP to support the Federal Reserve's $200 billion consumer facility. In
addition, in order to provide further liquidity to financial institutions, the Federal Reserve has provided primary dealers with access to the
Federal Reserve's discount window and, in instances of distress, arranged financing for certain holding entities. For example, in September 2008,
the Federal Reserve took action to help American International Group, or AIG, a large insurance company, avoid insolvency by providing AIG
with an emergency $85 billion credit facility. By November 2008, AIG needed additional help, leading the Federal Reserve, in conjunction with
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, to replace the $85 billion facility with a revised emergency government assistance package totaling over
$150 billion ($60 billion of which was a credit facility from the Federal Reserve). We believe that programs have and will continue to improve
short-term credit markets, including the repurchase financing market. Given the Federal Reserve's actions to date, we believe the Federal
Reserve will remain committed to assuring that short-term credit markets function efficiently, which, in turn, will reduce our borrowing costs
over time. The Federal Reserve programs are likely to result in both Agency RMBS spreads tightening and improved liquidity in this market.
The improved liquidity should increase the availability and attractiveness of repurchase financing, as banks become more comfortable with their
ability to value and, in the event of default, efficiently liquidate collateral.

        On November 25, 2008, the Federal Reserve announced that it will initiate a program to purchase $100 billion in direct obligations of
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal Home Loan Banks and $500 billion in MBS backed by Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and Ginnie Mae.
The Federal Reserve stated that its actions are intended to reduce the cost and increase the availability of credit for the purchase of houses, which
in turn should support housing markets and foster improved conditions in financial markets more generally. The purchases of direct obligations
began during the first week of December 2008, and the purchases of Agency RMBS began during the first week of January 2009. In addition,
the Federal Reserve's program to purchase Agency RMBS has caused a narrowing in the yield differential between Agency RMBS and
U.S. Treasuries. If this narrowing continues, our net interest margin with respect to Agency RMBS we expect to purchase could be negatively
impacted.

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

        During 2008, the FDIC also initiated programs in an effort to restore confidence and functioning in the banking system and attempt to
reduce foreclosures through loan modifications. Specifically, the FDIC adopted the Temporary Liquidity Guarantee Program, which has two
primary components: the
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Debt Guarantee Program, by which the FDIC will guarantee the payment of certain newly-issued senior unsecured debt and the Transaction
Account Guarantee Program by which the FDIC will guarantee up to an unlimited amount certain transaction accounts bearing no or minimal
interest (e.g., NOW accounts paying no more than 0.50% interest), until December 31, 2009. The FDIC also raised the deposit insurance limits
to $250,000 up from $100,000 through December 31, 2009. Additionally, in an attempt to reduce foreclosures, the FDIC encouraged uniform
guidelines for loan modifications, which include reduction of interest rate, extension of maturity and balance reductions.

Recent Interagency Coordinated Efforts

        The Federal Reserve, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the FDIC on January 16, 2009, announced the execution of agreements
under which they would guarantee large pools of assets held by Citigroup and Bank of America. We believe this action reflects improved
coordination among the principal government agencies responsible for implementing the U.S. Government's response to the current financial
crisis.

        The agreement with Citigroup (a non-binding version of which was initially announced November 23, 2008) provides loss protection on an
asset pool of approximately $301 billion of loans and securities backed by residential and commercial real estate and other such assets, all of
which will remain on Citigroup's balance sheet. According to a term sheet released by Citigroup, the first loss position of $39.5 billion would be
absorbed by Citigroup, the second loss position would be absorbed 90% by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, up to its advance of $5 billion,
and 10% by Citigroup, the third loss position would be absorbed 90% by the FDIC, up to its advance of $10 billion, and 10% by Citigroup.
Additional losses would be addressed through a loan provided to Citigroup by the Federal Reserve.

        The agreement with Bank of America called for the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the FDIC to provide loss protection on an asset
pool of approximately $118 billion of loans, securities backed by residential and commercial real estate loans, and other such assets. Under the
agreement, the first loss position of $10 billion would be absorbed by Bank of America, and the second loss position would be absorbed 90% by
the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the FDIC, up to their advance of $10 billion, and 10% by Bank of America. Additional losses would be
absorbed 10% by Bank of America and the remaining 90% through a loan provided to Bank of America by the Federal Reserve.

Operating and Regulatory Structure

REIT Qualification

        We intend to elect and qualify as a REIT commencing with our initial taxable year ending on December 31, 2009. Our qualification as a
REIT depends upon our ability to meet on a continuing basis, through actual investment and operating results, various complex requirements
under the Internal Revenue Code relating to, among other things, the sources of our gross income, the composition and values of our assets, our
distribution levels and the diversity of ownership of our shares. We believe that we have been organized in conformity with the requirements for
qualification and taxation as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code, and that our intended manner of operation will enable us to meet the
requirements for qualification and taxation as a REIT.

        So long as we qualify as a REIT, we generally will not be subject to U.S. federal income tax on our REIT taxable income we distribute
currently to our stockholders. If we fail to qualify as a REIT in any taxable year and do not qualify for certain statutory relief provisions, we will
be subject to U.S. federal income tax at regular corporate rates and may be precluded from qualifying as a REIT for the subsequent four taxable
years following the year during which we lost our REIT qualification. Even if
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we qualify for taxation as a REIT, we may be subject to certain federal, state and local taxes on our income or property.

1940 Act Exemption

        We intend to conduct our operations so that neither we nor any of our subsidiaries are required to register as an investment company under
the 1940 Act. Section 3(a)(1)(A) of the 1940 Act defines an investment company as any issuer that is or holds itself out as being engaged
primarily in the business of investing, reinvesting or trading in securities. Section 3(a)(1)(C) of the 1940 Act defines an investment company as
any issuer that is engaged or proposes to engage in the business of investing, reinvesting, owning, holding or trading in securities and owns or
proposes to acquire investment securities having a value exceeding 40% of the value of the issuer's total assets (exclusive of U.S. Government
securities and cash items) on an unconsolidated basis, which is referred to herein as the 40% test. Excluded from the term "investment
securities," among other things, are U.S. Government securities and securities issued by majority-owned subsidiaries that are not themselves
investment companies and are not relying on the exception from the definition of investment company for private funds set forth in
Section 3(c)(1) or Section 3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act.

        We are organized as a holding company that conducts its businesses primarily through wholly-owned subsidiaries. We intend to conduct
our operations so that we do not come within the definition of an investment company because less than 40% of the value of its adjusted total
assets on an unconsolidated basis will consist of "investment securities." The securities issued by any wholly-owned or majority-owned
subsidiaries that we may form in the future that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" based on Section 3(c)(1) or 3(c)(7) of
the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we may own, may not have a value in excess of 40% of the value of our adjusted
total assets on an unconsolidated basis. We will monitor our holdings to ensure continuing and ongoing compliance with this test. In addition,
we believe that we will not be considered an investment company under Section 3(a)(1)(A) of the 1940 Act because we will not engage
primarily or hold ourself out as being engaged primarily in the business of investing, reinvesting or trading in securities. Rather, through our
wholly-owned subsidiaries, we will be primarily engaged in the non-investment company businesses of these subsidiaries.

        If the value of securities issued by our subsidiaries that are excepted from the definition of "investment company" by Section 3(c)(1) or
3(c)(7) of the 1940 Act, together with any other investment securities we own, exceeds 40% of our adjusted total assets on an unconsolidated
basis, or if one or more of such subsidiaries fail to maintain an exception or exemption from the 1940 Act, we could, among other things, be
required either (a) to substantially change the manner in which we conduct our operations to avoid being required to register as an investment
company or (b) to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, either of which could have an adverse effect on us and the market
price of our securities. If we were required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act, we would become subject to substantial
regulation with respect to our capital structure (including our ability to use leverage), management, operations, transactions with affiliated
persons (as defined in the 1940 Act), portfolio composition, including restrictions with respect to diversification and industry concentration, and
other matters.

        We expect certain of our subsidiaries to qualify for an exemption from registration under the 1940 Act as an investment company pursuant
to Section 3(c)(5)(C) of the 1940 Act, which is available for entities "primarily engaged in the business of purchasing or otherwise acquiring
mortgages and other liens on and interests in real estate." In addition, certain other subsidiaries that we may form in the future also may qualify
for the Section 3(c)(5)(C) exemption. This exemption generally requires that at least 55% of such subsidiaries' assets must be comprised of
qualifying real estate assets and at least 80% of each of their portfolios must be comprised of qualifying real estate assets and real estate-related
assets under the 1940 Act. Specifically, we expect each of our subsidiaries relying on
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Section 3(c)(5)(C) to invest at least 55% of its assets in mortgage loans or Agency or non-Agency RMBS that represent the entire ownership in a
pool of mortgage loans and other interests in real estate that constitute qualifying real estate assets in accordance with SEC staff guidance and
approximately an additional 25% of its assets in other types of mortgages, MBS, CMBS, securities of REITs, securities of PPIFs and other real
estate-related assets. We note that the SEC has not provided any guidance on the treatment of interests in PPIFs as real estate-related assets and
any such guidance may require us to change our strategy. We expect each of our subsidiaries relying on Section 3(c)(5)(C) to rely on guidance
published by the SEC staff or on our analyses of guidance published with respect to the other types of assets to determine which assets are
qualifying real estate assets and real estate-related assets. To the extent that the SEC staff publishes new or different guidance with respect to
these matters, we may be required to adjust our strategy accordingly.

        We and our subsidiaries may also purchase ABS. If we purchase ABS directly, we will treat them as "investment securities" for purposes of
the 1940 Act. If ABS are purchased by one of our subsidiaries relying on Rule 3(c)(5)(C), we will treat them as miscellaneous investments,
which may not comprise more than 20% of such subsidiary's total assets. We may form subsidiaries to purchase ABS that rely on Rule 3a-7 (as
discussed below) or that rely on Section 3(c)(5)(A) or 3(c)(5)(B) in accordance with SEC staff guidance published with respect to such sections.

        Although we intend to monitor our portfolio periodically and prior to each investment acquisition, there can be no assurance that we will be
able to maintain this exemption from registration for these subsidiaries. In addition, we may be limited in our ability to make certain investments
and these limitations could result in the subsidiary holding assets we might wish to sell or selling assets we might wish to hold.

        Certain of our subsidiaries may rely on the exemption provided by Section 3(c)(6) to the extent that they hold mortgage assets through
majority owned subsidiaries that rely on Section 3(c)(5)(C). The SEC staff has issued little interpretive guidance with respect to Section 3(c)(6)
and any guidance published by the staff could require us to adjust our strategy accordingly. Although the SEC staff has issued little interpretive
guidance with respect to Section 3(c)(6), we believe that our subsidiaries may rely on Section 3(c)(6) if, among other things, 55% of the assets of
such subsidiaries consist of, and at least 55% of the income of such subsidiaries are derived from, qualifying real estate investment assets owned
by wholly owned or majority-owned subsidiaries of such subsidiaries.

        We may in the future organize special purpose subsidiaries that will borrow under the TALF. We currently expect that these TALF
subsidiaries will rely on Section 3(c)(7) for their 1940 Act exemption and, therefore our interest in each of these TALF subsidiaries would
constitute an "investment security" for purposes of determining whether we pass the 40% test.

        We may in the future, however, organize one or more TALF subsidiaries or other subsidiaries that seek to rely on the 1940 Act exemption
provided to certain structured financing vehicles by Rule 3a-7. To the extent that we organize subsidiaries that rely on Rule 3a-7 for an
exemption from the 1940 Act, these subsidiaries will also need to comply with the restrictions contained in Rule 3a-7 and SEC staff guidance
relating to the rule. However, to the extent Rule 3a-7 or any other 1940 Act rule conflicts with the terms of the TALF, we may seek applicable
exemptive relief from the SEC. In general, Rule 3a-7 exempts from the 1940 Act issuers that limit their activities as follows:

�
the issuer issues securities the payment of which depends primarily on the cash flow from "eligible assets," which include
many of the types of assets that we expect to acquire in our TALF fundings, that by their terms convert into cash within a
finite time period;

�
any securities sold to the public are fixed-income securities rated investment grade by at least one rating agency
(fixed-income securities which are unrated or rated below investment grade
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may be sold to institutional accredited investors and any securities may be sold to "qualified institutional buyers" and to
persons involved in the organization or operation of the issuer);

�
the issuer acquires and disposes of eligible assets (1) only in accordance with the agreements pursuant to which the securities
are issued, (2) so that the acquisition or disposition does not result in a downgrading of the issuer's fixed-income securities
and (3) the eligible assets are not acquired or disposed of for the primary purpose of recognizing gains or decreasing losses
resulting from market value changes; and

�
unless the issuer is issuing only commercial paper, the issuer appoints an independent trustee, takes reasonable steps to
transfer to the trustee an ownership or perfected security interest in the eligible assets, and meets rating agency requirements
for commingling of cash flows.

        Any TALF subsidiary also would need to be structured to comply with any guidance that may be issued by the Division of Investment
Management of the SEC on how the TALF subsidiary must be organized to comply with the restrictions contained in Rule 3a-7. Compliance
with Rule 3a-7 may require that the indenture governing the subsidiary include additional limitations on the types of assets the subsidiary may
sell or acquire out of the proceeds of assets that mature, are refinanced or otherwise sold, on the period of time during which such transactions
may occur, and on the level of transactions that may occur. In light of the requirements of Rule 3a-7, our ability to manage assets held in a
special purpose subsidiary that complies with Rule 3a-7 will be limited and we may not be able to purchase or sell assets owned by that
subsidiary when we would otherwise desire to do so, which could lead to losses. We expect that the aggregate value of our interests in our TALF
subsidiaries and other subsidiaries that may in the future seek to rely on Rule 3a-7, if any, will comprise less than 20% of our total assets on an
unconsolidated basis.

        The determination of whether an entity is a majority-owned subsidiary of our Company is made by us. The 1940 Act defines a
majority-owned subsidiary of a person as a company 50% or more of the outstanding voting securities of which are owned by such person, or by
another company which is a majority-owned subsidiary of such person. The 1940 Act further defines voting securities as any security presently
entitling the owner or holder thereof to vote for the election of directors of a company. We treat companies in which we own at least a majority
of the outstanding voting securities as majority-owned subsidiaries for purposes of the 40% test. We have not requested the SEC to approve our
treatment of any company as a majority-owned subsidiary and the SEC has not done so. If the SEC were to disagree with our treatment of one or
more companies as majority-owned subsidiaries, we would need to adjust our strategy and our assets in order to continue to pass the 40% test.
Any such adjustment in our strategy could have a material adverse effect on us.

        To the extent that the SEC staff provides more specific guidance regarding any of the matters bearing upon the exceptions we and our
subsidiaries rely on from the 1940 Act, we may be required to adjust our strategy accordingly. Any additional guidance from the SEC staff could
provide additional flexibility to us, or it could further inhibit our ability to pursue the strategies we have chosen.

Competition

        Our net income will depend, in large part, on our ability to acquire assets at favorable spreads over our borrowing costs. In acquiring our
target assets, we will compete with other REITs, specialty finance companies, savings and loan associations, banks, mortgage bankers, insurance
companies, mutual funds, institutional investors, investment banking firms, financial institutions, governmental bodies and other entities. See
"Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations�Factors Impacting Our Operating Results." In
addition, there are numerous REITs with similar asset acquisition objectives, including a number that have been recently formed, and others may
be organized in the future. These other REITs will increase competition for the available supply of mortgage assets suitable for purchase. Many
of our anticipated competitors are significantly
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larger than we are, have access to greater capital and other resources and may have other advantages over us. In addition, some of our
competitors may have higher risk tolerances or different risk assessments, which could allow them to consider a wider variety of investments
and establish more relationships than we can. Current market conditions may attract more competitors, which may increase the competition for
sources of financing. An increase in the competition for sources of funding could adversely affect the availability and cost of financing, and
thereby adversely affect the market price of our common stock. See "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results
of Operations�Factors Impacting Our Operating Results."

        In the face of this competition, we expect to have access to our Manager's professionals and their industry expertise, which may provide us
with a competitive advantage and help us assess investment risks and determine appropriate pricing for certain potential investments. We expect
that these relationships will enable us to compete more effectively for attractive investment opportunities. In addition, we believe that current
market conditions may have adversely affected the financial condition of certain competitors. Thus, not having a legacy portfolio may also
enable us to compete more effectively for attractive investment opportunities. However, we may not be able to achieve our business goals or
expectations due to the competitive risks that we face. For additional information concerning these competitive risks, see "Risk Factors�Risks
Related to Our Business�We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities and competition may limit our ability to acquire
desirable investments in our target assets and could also affect the pricing of these securities."

Staffing

        We will be managed by our Manager pursuant to the management agreement between our Manager and us. All of our officers, other than
our chief financial officer, and two of our directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. Upon
completion of this offering, our only employees will be our chief financial officer and any staff hired to support our chief financial officer. See
"Our Manager and the Management Agreement�Management Agreement."

Legal Proceedings

        Neither we nor, to our knowledge, our Manager are currently subject to any legal proceedings which we or our Manager consider to be
material.
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 MANAGEMENT

Our Directors, Director Nominees and Executive Officers

        Currently, Messrs. Hirschmann and Flick are our only directors. Upon completion of this offering, our board of directors is expected to be
comprised of five members, two of which will be executive officers of our Manager. Our directors will each be elected to serve a term of one
year. Our bylaws provide that a majority of the entire board of directors may at any time increase or decrease the number of directors. However,
unless our bylaws are amended, the number of directors may never be less than the minimum number required by the General Corporation Law
of the State of Delaware, or the DGCL, or more than 15.

        The following sets forth certain information with respect to our directors, director nominees and executive officers:

Name Age Position Held with Us
James W. Hirschmann III 48 Chairman of the Board
James J. Flick 49 Director, President and Chief Executive Officer
M. Christian Mitchell* 54 Director Nominee
Avedick B. Poladian* 57 Director Nominee
Richard W. Roll* 69 Director Nominee
Steven M. Sherwyn 48 Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
Ronald D. Mass 43 Chief Investment Officer

*
We expect that our board of directors will determine that this director is independent for purposes of the New York Stock Exchange,
or the NYSE, corporate governance listing requirements.

        Set forth below is biographical information for our directors, director nominees and executive officers.

Directors and Director Nominees

James W. Hirschmann III has been the chairman of our board of directors since July 2009. He is also the chief executive officer of our
Manager and also serves on our Manager's board of directors. Mr. Hirschmann has been our Manager's chief executive officer since 1999 and
has worked at our Manager since 1989. From May 2006 to April 2007, Mr. Hirschmann also served as the president of our Manager's parent
company, Legg Mason. Mr. Hirschmann received a BS from Widener University.

James J. Flick has been a member of our board of directors and our president and chief executive officer since July 2009. Mr. Flick also
serves as our Manager's director of global client service and marketing, a role he moved into in July 2009, and as a member of our Manager's
global strategy committee. Prior to July 2009, Mr. Flick had served as a senior portfolio manager for our Manager since 1998. Prior to joining
our Manager, Mr. Flick was a portfolio manager at Transamerica Investment Services. Mr. Flick has a MBA from the University of Chicago and
a BS from Ohio State University.

M. Christian Mitchell will join our board of directors upon consummation of this offering as an independent member of our board of
directors. Mr. Mitchell retired from Deloitte & Touche LLP in 2003, where he was the national managing partner of the mortgage, banking and
finance companies practice. During his 26-year career at Deloitte, he also served as regional managing partner for various practices including
audit, enterprise risk services and financial services. He is a director of Marshall & Stevens, a Los Angeles-based national valuation consulting
firm, of Special Value Opportunities
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Fund LLC, a registered investment fund managed by Tennenbaum Capital Partners, LLC, of First Chicago Bancorp, a bank holding company
and portfolio company of the private equity firm Castle Creek Capital, and of Reis, Inc., a New York-based real estate information company.
Mr. Mitchell serves as an adjunct professor of accounting at the University of Redlands and is the chapter president of the National Association
of Corporate Directors, Southern California. Mr. Mitchell received a BS from the University of Alabama.

Avedick B. Poladian will join our board of directors upon consummation of this offering as an independent member of our board of
directors. Mr. Poladian has been the chief operating officer of Lowe Enterprises, Inc., a diversified national real estate company active in
commercial, residential and hospitality property investment, management and development, since 2006. He was executive vice president, chief
financial officer and chief administrative officer for Lowe from 2003 to 2006. Mr. Poladian worked at Arthur Andersen from 1974 to 2002 and
is a certified public accountant. He is a director of the YMCA of Metropolitan Los Angeles and a former trustee of Loyola Marymount
University. Mr. Poladian also is a director of Occidental Petroleum Corporation and Western Asset Funds (Western Asset Income Fund, Western
Asset Premier Bond Fund and Western Asset Funds, Inc.). Mr. Poladian received a BS from Loyola Marymount University and is a member of
the California Society of CPAs and the American Institute of CPAs.

Richard W. Roll will join our board of directors upon consummation of this offering as an independent member of our board of directors.
Mr. Roll has been a professor at the Anderson Graduate School of Management at the University of California, Los Angeles, where he holds the
Japan Alumni Chair in Finance, since 1976 and is the principal of the consulting firm, Compensation Valuation, Inc., which he founded in 2003.
From 1992 to 1995 he was the managing director of WP Capital Management, and he has been the co-chairman of the board of directors for Roll
and Ross Asset Management Corporation since 1985. Mr. Roll also served as a vice-president at Goldman, Sachs & Co. from 1985 to 1987.
Mr. Roll has a BAE from Auburn University, an MBA from the University of Washington and a PhD from the University of Chicago.

Executive Officers

        In addition to Mr. Flick, the following individuals serve as our executive officers.

Steven M. Sherwyn has been our chief financial officer and treasurer since September 2009. Mr. Sherwyn was the chief financial officer of
Galiot Capital Corporation, a residential mortgage REIT, from April 2008 to July 2009. Mr. Sherwyn was the chief financial officer and
treasurer of Quadra Realty Trust, Inc., a publicly-traded commercial mortgage REIT, from November 2006 to March 2008 and also served as a
managing director of Quadra Realty Trust Inc.'s external manager, Hypo Real Estate Capital Corporation, from January 2007 to April 2008. He
originally joined Hypo Real Estate Capital Corporation in May 2004. Mr. Sherwyn holds a BS in Economics from the Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania, a JD from Stanford University Law School and an LLM in Taxation from New York University Law School.

Ronald D. Mass has been our chief investment officer since July 2009. Mr. Mass has been at our Manager since 1991 and has served as
head of structured products at our Manager since April 2006 and as a member of our Manager's U.S. Broad Market Investment Committee since
1991. Prior to April 2006, Mr. Mass had served as a senior portfolio manager for our Manager. Prior to joining our Manager, Mr. Mass was a
research associate at The First Boston Corporation. Mr. Mass is a chartered financial analyst and serves as the investment committee co-chair for
the American Securitization Forum. Mr. Mass received a BA from the University of California, Los Angeles.
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Corporate Governance�Board of Directors and Committees

        Our business is managed by our Manager, subject to the supervision and oversight of our board of directors, which has established
investment guidelines described under "Business�Investment Guidelines" for our Manager to follow in its day-to-day management of our
business. A majority of our board of directors is "independent," as determined by the requirements of the NYSE and the regulations of the SEC.
Our directors keep informed about our business by attending meetings of our board of directors and its committees and through supplemental
reports and communications. Our independent directors meet regularly in executive sessions without the presence of our corporate officers or
non-independent directors.

        Upon completion of this offering, our board of directors will form an audit committee, a compensation committee and a nominating and
corporate governance committee and adopt charters for each of these committees. Each of these committees will have three directors. As
permitted under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or the Exchange Act, and the rules of the NYSE, the audit committee will be
composed of a majority of independent directors for up to one year from the effectiveness of the registration statement of which this prospectus
is a part, and thereafter will be composed exclusively of independent directors. Each of the compensation committee and the nominating and
corporate governance committee will be composed exclusively of independent directors, as defined by the listing standards of the NYSE.
Moreover, the compensation committee will be composed exclusively of individuals intended to be, to the extent provided by Rule 16b-3 of the
Exchange Act, non-employee directors and will, at such times as we are subject to Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code, qualify as
outside directors for purposes of Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Audit Committee

        The audit committee will initially be comprised of Messrs. Flick, Mitchell and Roll, each of whom are "financially literate" under the rules
of the NYSE. Each of Messrs. Mitchell and Roll will be an independent director. Mr. Mitchell will chair our audit committee and serve as our
audit committee financial expert, as that term is defined by the SEC.

        The audit committee assists our board of directors in overseeing:

�
our financial reporting, auditing and internal control activities, including the integrity of our financial statements;

�
our compliance with legal and regulatory requirements;

�
the independent auditor's qualifications and independence; and

�
the performance of our internal audit function and independent auditor.

        The audit committee is also responsible for engaging our independent registered public accounting firm, reviewing with the independent
registered public accounting firm the plans and results of the audit engagement, approving professional services provided by the independent
registered public accounting firm, reviewing the independence of the independent registered public accounting firm, considering the range of
audit and non-audit fees and reviewing the adequacy of our internal accounting controls.

Compensation Committee

        The compensation committee will be comprised of Messrs. Mitchell, Poladian and Roll, each of whom will be an independent director.
Mr. Roll will chair our compensation committee.
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        The compensation committee will be responsible for:

�
annually reviewing and approving the corporate goals and objectives relevant to the compensation, if any, we pay our chief
executive officer, evaluating our chief executive officer's performance in light of such goals and objectives and, either as a
committee or together with our independent directors (as directed by our board of directors), determining and approving the
compensation, if any, we pay to our chief executive officer based on such evaluation;

�
annually reviewing and approving the corporate goals and objectives relevant to the compensation we pay to our chief
financial officer, and the compensation, if any, we pay to our other executive officers, evaluating the performance of our
other executive officers in light of such goals and objectives and, either as a committee or together with our independent
directors (as directed by our board of directors), determining and approving the compensation we pay to our chief financial
officer, and the compensation, if any, we pay to our other executive officers based on such evaluation;

�
overseeing our equity incentive plans; and

�
determining from time to time the remuneration for our non-executive directors.

        The compensation committee is also responsible for reviewing and discussing the compensation discussion and analysis that we will
include in our annual proxy statement filed with the SEC, and to approve the compensation committee report for inclusion in such filings, as
required by the rules of the SEC.

Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee

        The nominating and corporate governance committee will be comprised of Messrs. Mitchell, Poladian and Roll, each of whom will be an
independent director. Mr. Poladian will chair our nominating and corporate governance committee.

        The nominating and corporate governance committee will be responsible for:

�
providing counsel to our board of directors with respect to the organization, function and composition of our board of
directors and its committees;

�
overseeing the self-evaluation of our board of directors and our board of director's evaluation of management;

�
periodically reviewing and, if appropriate, recommending to our board of directors changes to our corporate governance
policies and procedures; and

�
identifying and recommending to the board of directors potential director candidates for nomination.

Executive and Director Compensation

Compensation of Directors

        A member of our board of directors who is also an employee of our Manager is referred to as an executive director. Executive directors will
not receive compensation for serving on our board of directors.

        We have not made any payments to any of our directors or director nominees to date. Each independent director will receive an annual cash
retainer of $50,000 in quarterly payments in arrears. In addition, each independent director will receive an annual retainer of $30,000 in the form
of restricted shares of our common stock. The first installment of restricted stock will be granted upon completion of this offering, with
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stockholders' meeting, in each case vesting in full on the first anniversary of the grant date, subject to continuing service on our board of
directors on the vesting date. Any new independent director who joins our board of directors in the future will be granted restricted shares of our
common stock that will vest in full on the first anniversary of the grant date, provided that such director continues to serve on our board of
directors as of the applicable vesting date. We will also reimburse our directors for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection
with performance of their duties as directors, including, without limitation, travel expenses in connection with their attendance at full board and
committee meetings. In addition, the chair of our audit committee will be paid an annual cash retainer of $10,000, and the chairs of our
compensation committee and our nominating and corporate governance committee each will be paid an annual cash retainer of $5,000, in each
case in addition to the annual retainer of $80,000 paid in cash and restricted shares of our common stock.

Executive Compensation

        We will pay our Manager the fees described in "Our Manager and the Management Agreement�Management Agreement�Base Management
Fee, Expense Reimbursements and Refund of the Underwriting Discount." We will compensate our chief financial officer and our chief financial
officer's support staff, which we currently intend to be our only employees. Because our management agreement provides that our Manager is
responsible for managing our affairs, our executive officers who are employees of our Manager will not receive cash compensation from us for
serving as our executive officers.

        Except for certain equity grants that we may make in the future, our Manager compensates each of our executive officers, other than our
chief financial officer. We will adopt equity incentive plans for our Manager and for our officers and directors to encourage their efforts toward
our continued success, long-term growth and profitability and to attract, reward and to retain key personnel. See "�Equity Incentive Plans" below
for a detailed description of our equity incentive plans.

        Pursuant to an employment agreement, we will pay Mr. Sherwyn, our chief financial officer and treasurer, an annual base salary, a
discretionary bonus and benefits as compensation for his services to us. Mr. Sherwyn's initial annual base salary will be $200,000. His initial
annual cash bonus for the period ending March 31, 2010 will be not less than $600,000, prorated from his date of hire and less applicable
deductions. We expect to grant Mr. Sherwyn an additional bonus award for the fiscal year of 2010 in the form of long-term incentive
compensation, which may be comprised of restricted shares of our common stock or of options for shares of our common stock. Concurrently
with the completion of this offering, we will grant Mr. Sherwyn                  restricted shares of our common stock, as described below under
"�Equity Incentive Plans�Equity Plan."

Equity Incentive Plans

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will adopt two equity incentive plans under which our officers and directors, and our Manager,
respectively, will be eligible to receive equity-based awards.

Equity Plan

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will adopt the Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Equity Plan, or the Equity Plan,
which will provide for the issuance of equity-based awards, including stock options, stock appreciation rights, restricted stock, restricted stock
units, unrestricted stock awards and other awards based on our common stock to our directors and officers and to our advisors and consultants
who are natural persons providing services to us as of the date of grant of the award. Shares of common stock to be issued to our independent
directors in respect of their annual fees paid in restricted stock will be issued under this plan.
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        The Equity Plan will be administered by our board of directors, which may delegate its authority to the compensation committee of our
board of directors. The plan administrator will have the full authority (1) to administer and interpret the Equity Plan, (2) to authorize the granting
of awards, (3) to determine the eligibility of directors, officers, advisors, consultants and other personnel to receive an award, (4) to determine
the number of shares of common stock to be covered by each award (subject to the individual participant limitations provided in the Equity
Plan), (5) to determine the terms, provisions and conditions of each award (which may not be inconsistent with the terms of the Equity Plan),
(6) to prescribe the form of instruments evidencing such awards and (7) to take any other actions and make all other determinations that it deems
necessary or appropriate in connection with the Equity Plan or the administration or interpretation thereof. In connection with this authority, the
plan administrator may, among other things, establish performance goals that must be met in order for awards to be granted or to vest, or for the
restrictions on any such awards to lapse. Except as provided below with respect to equitable adjustments, the plan administrator may not take
any action that would have the effect of reducing the exercise or purchase price of any award granted under the Equity Plan without first
obtaining the consent of our stockholders.

        An aggregate of            shares of our common stock will be reserved for issuance under the Equity Plan, subject to adjustment as provided
below, which will represent an amount equal to 1.5% of the total shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering. No more
than            of such shares may be made subject to stock options (and all stock options under the Equity Plan may be "incentive stock options"
within the meaning of Section 422 of the Internal Revenue Code) and stock appreciation rights, but all            of such shares may be made
subject to awards other than stock options, such as restricted stock awards, restricted stock units and other awards, which may include
unrestricted grants of our common stock. If any shares subject to an award granted under the Equity Plan are forfeited, cancelled, exchanged or
surrendered or if an award terminates or expires without a distribution of shares to the participant, or if shares of our common stock are
surrendered or withheld by us as payment of either the exercise price of an award and/or withholding taxes in respect of an award, the shares of
common stock with respect to such award will again be available for awards under the Equity Plan. Upon the exercise of any award granted in
tandem with any other award, the related award will be cancelled to the extent of the number of shares of common stock as to which the award is
exercised and, notwithstanding the foregoing, that number of shares will no longer be available for awards under the Equity Plan.

        In the event that the plan administrator determines that any dividend or other distribution (whether in the form of cash, common stock, or
other property), recapitalization, stock split, reverse split, reorganization, merger or other similar corporate transaction or event, affects our
common stock such that an adjustment is appropriate in order to prevent dilution or enlargement of the rights of participants under the Equity
Plan, then the plan administrator will make equitable changes or adjustments to: (i) the number and kind of shares of common stock or other
property (including cash) that may thereafter be issued in connection with awards; (ii) the number and kind of shares of common stock or other
property (including cash) issued or issuable in respect of outstanding awards; (iii) the exercise price, grant price or purchase price relating to any
award and (iv) the performance goals, if any, applicable to outstanding awards. In addition, the plan administrator may determine that any
equitable adjustment may be accomplished by making a payment to the award holder, in the form of cash or other property (including but not
limited to shares of our common stock).

        Each stock option and stock appreciation right granted under the Equity Plan will have a term of no longer than 10 years, and will have an
exercise price that is no less than 100% of the fair market value of our common stock on the date of grant of the award. The other terms of stock
options and stock appreciation rights granted by us under the Equity Plan will be determined by the plan administrator. Stock appreciation rights
may be granted alone or in tandem with another award.
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        The plan administrator will determine the terms and conditions of each grant of restricted stock or restricted stock units under the Equity
Plan. Restricted stock units confer on the participant the right to receive cash, common stock or other property, as determined by the plan
administrator, having a value equal to the number of shares of our common stock that are subject to the award. Unless otherwise determined by
the plan administrator, the holders of awards of restricted stock or restricted stock units will be entitled to receive dividends and distributions or,
in the case of restricted stock units, dividend equivalents and distribution equivalents, which in either case will be payable at such time that
dividends are paid on outstanding shares. If stock or property other than cash is paid in respect of a dividend or distribution on our common
stock, the property will remain subject to the same risk of forfeiture and transfer restrictions as the restricted stock or restricted stock unit to
which such dividend or distribution (or, in the case of restricted stock units, dividend equivalent or distribution equivalent) relates.

        The plan administrator may determine to make grants of our common stock that are not subject to any restrictions or a substantial risk of
forfeiture or to grant other stock-based awards to eligible participants, the terms and conditions of which will be determined by the plan
administrator at the time of grant.

        The Equity Plan will automatically expire on the 10th anniversary of the date on which it was adopted. Our board of directors may
terminate, amend, modify or suspend the Equity Plan at any time, subject to stockholder approval as required by law or stock exchange rules.
The plan administrator may amend the terms of any outstanding award under the Equity Plan at any time. No amendment or termination of the
Equity Plan or any outstanding award may adversely affect any of the rights of an award holder without the holder's consent.

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will not issue any equity-based compensation under the Equity Plan. Effective as of the
completion of this offering and concurrent private placement, we will grant awards of an aggregate of              shares of our restricted common
stock under the Equity Plan to our three director nominees and our chief financial officer, as set forth in the table below. With respect to the
grants to our director nominees, each grant will vest in full on the first anniversary of the grant date, provided that such director continues to
serve on our board of directors as of the applicable vesting date. With respect to the grant to Mr. Sherwyn, one-third will vest on October 31,
2010 and one-third will vest on each October 31 of the two consecutive years thereafter, provided that Mr. Sherwyn continues to serve as our
chief financial officer as of the applicable vesting date. The grantees will be entitled to receive dividends and distributions that become payable
on the shares during the restricted period. If the grantee's services to us terminate for any reason prior to the date on which the shares become
vested, any unvested shares will be immediately forfeited, except that if the grantee's service is terminated other than for Cause (as defined in the
Equity Plan) or because such individual retires, dies or becomes disabled, any then unvested shares of restricted stock will become immediately
vested.

Name of Grantee and Title

Number of
Shares

of Restricted
Stock

M. Christian Mitchell, Director Nominee
Avedick B. Poladian, Director Nominee
Richard W. Roll, Director Nominee
Steven M. Sherwyn, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer

Manager Equity Plan

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will adopt the Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Manager Equity Plan, or the
Manager Equity Plan, which will provide for the issuance of equity-based awards, including stock options, stock appreciation rights, restricted
stock, restricted stock
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units, unrestricted stock awards and other awards based on our common stock to our Manager or to employees of our Manager, who may or may
not be eligible to be granted awards under our Equity Plan.

        The Manager Equity Plan will be administered by our board of directors, which may delegate its authority to the compensation committee
of our board of directors. The plan administrator will have the full authority (1) to administer and interpret the Manager Equity Plan, (2) to
authorize the granting of awards, (3) to determine which eligible participants will be granted an award and at what time, (4) to determine the
number of shares of common stock to be covered by each award (subject to the limitations provided in the Manager Equity Plan), (5) to
determine the terms, provisions and conditions of each award (which may not be inconsistent with the terms of the Manager Equity Plan), (6) to
prescribe the form of instruments evidencing such awards and (7) to take any other actions and make all other determinations that it deems
necessary or appropriate in connection with the Manager Equity Plan or the administration or interpretation thereof. In connection with this
authority, the plan administrator may, among other things, establish performance goals that must be met in order for awards to be granted or to
vest, or for the restrictions on any such awards to lapse.

        Our Manager may make awards to its directors, officers, employees, advisors or consultants, or those of its affiliates, which are in the form
of or based on the shares of our common stock acquired by our Manager under the Manager Equity Plan, in which case, our Manager will make
all determinations concerning the eligible persons who may receive such awards, which form the awards will take, and the terms and conditions
of the awards.

        Except as provided below with respect to equitable adjustments, the plan administrator may not take any action that would have the effect
of reducing the exercise or purchase price of any award granted under the Manager Equity Plan without first obtaining the consent of our
stockholders.

        An aggregate of            shares of our common stock are reserved for issuance under the Manager Equity Plan, subject to adjustment as
provided below, which will represent an amount equal to 3.5% of the total shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering. No
more than            shares may be made subject to stock options and stock appreciation rights, but all            shares may be made subject to awards
other than stock options, and stock appreciation rights, such as restricted stock awards, restricted stock units and other awards, which may
include unrestricted grants of our common stock. If any shares subject to an award granted under the Manager Equity Plan are forfeited,
cancelled, exchanged or surrendered or if an award terminates or expires without a distribution of shares to our Manager, or if shares of our
common stock are surrendered or withheld by us as payment of the exercise price of an award, the shares of common stock with respect to such
award will again be available for awards under the Manager Equity Plan. Upon the exercise of any award granted in tandem with any other
award, the related award will be cancelled to the extent of the number of shares of common stock as to which the award is exercised and,
notwithstanding the foregoing, that number of shares will no longer be available for award under the Manager Equity Plan.

        In the event that the plan administrator determines that any dividend or other distribution (whether in the form of cash, common stock, or
other property), recapitalization, stock split, reverse split, reorganization, merger or other similar corporate transaction or event, affects our
common stock such that an adjustment is appropriate in order to prevent dilution or enlargement of the rights of participants under the Manager
Equity Plan, then the plan administrator will make equitable changes or adjustments to: (i) the number and kind of shares of common stock or
other property (including cash) that may thereafter be issued in connection with awards; (ii) the number and kind of shares of common stock or
other property (including cash) issued or issuable in respect of outstanding awards; (iii) the exercise price, grant price or purchase price relating
to any award and (iv) the performance goals, if any, applicable to outstanding awards. In addition, the plan administrator may determine that
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any equitable adjustment may be accomplished by making a payment to the award holder, in the form of cash or other property (including but
not limited to shares of our common stock).

        Each stock option and stock appreciation right granted under the Manager Equity Plan will have a term of no longer than 10 years, and will
have an exercise price that is no less than 100% of the fair market value of our common stock on the date of grant of the award. The other terms
of stock options and stock appreciation rights granted under the Manager Equity Plan will be determined by the plan administrator. Stock
appreciation rights may be granted alone or in tandem with another award.

        The plan administrator will determine the terms and conditions of each grant of restricted stock or restricted stock units under the Manager
Equity Plan. Restricted stock units confer on the participant the right to receive cash, common stock or other property, as determined by the plan
administrator, having a value equal to the number of shares of our common stock that are subject to the award. Unless otherwise determined by
the plan administrator, the holder of awards of restricted stock or restricted stock units will be entitled to receive dividends and distributions or,
in the case of restricted stock units, dividend and distribution equivalents, which in either case will be payable at such time that dividends and
distributions are paid on outstanding shares. If stock or property other than cash is paid in respect of a dividend or distribution on our common
stock, the property will remain subject to the same risk of forfeiture and transfer restrictions as the restricted stock or restricted stock unit to
which such dividend or distribution (or, in the case of restricted stock units, dividend equivalent or distribution equivalent) relates.

        The plan administrator may determine to make grants of our common stock that are not subject to any restrictions or a substantial risk of
forfeiture or to grant other stock-based awards to our Manager, the terms and conditions of which will be determined by the plan administrator at
the time of grant.

        The Manager Equity Plan will automatically expire on the 10th anniversary of the date on which it was adopted. Our board of directors may
terminate, amend, modify or suspend the Manager Equity Plan at any time, subject to stockholder approval as required by law or stock exchange
rules. The plan administrator may amend the terms of any outstanding award under the Manager Equity Plan at any time. No amendment or
termination of the Manager Equity Plan or any outstanding award may adversely affect any of the rights of an award holder without the holder's
consent.

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will not issue any equity-based compensation under the Manager Equity Plan. Effective as of
the completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, we will grant to our Manager or employees of our Manager, all of whom
will purchase shares of our common stock in the concurrent private placement, an aggregate of             shares of our restricted common stock
under the Manager Equity Plan, which will represent an amount equal to 2.5% of the total shares of our common stock issued to the public in
this offering. One-third of all of such grants will vest on October 31, 2010 and one-third will vest each October 31 of the two consecutive years
thereafter, subject in the case of grants to employees of our Manager to continued employment with the Manager as of the applicable vesting
date.

Code of Conduct

        Our board of directors has established a code of conduct that applies to our and our subsidiaries' directors, officers and employees. Any
such director, officer or employee who is also subject to our Manager's code of conduct will, in the event of a conflict in policy, be held to the
more restrictive provision. Among other matters, our code of conduct is designed to deter wrongdoing and to promote:

�
honest and ethical conduct, including the ethical handling of actual or apparent conflicts of interest between personal and
professional relationships;

�
full, fair, accurate, timely and understandable disclosure in our SEC reports and other public communications;
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�
compliance with applicable governmental laws, rules and regulations;

�
prompt internal reporting of violations of the code to appropriate persons identified in the code; and

�
accountability for adherence to the code.

        Waivers of any provisions of the code of conduct may be granted in writing by our chief executive officer, except that any waiver sought by
one of our directors or executive officers may be granted only by the nominating and corporate governance committee of our board of directors.
In considering any request for a waiver, the chief executive officer will consult with appropriate senior management, our legal and compliance
department and/or external legal advisors, as appropriate under the circumstances. Any changes to or waivers of the code of conduct will, to the
extent required, be disclosed as required by applicable rules and regulations of the SEC and the NYSE.

Conflicts of Interest

        We are dependent on our Manager for our day-to-day management. All of our officers, other than our chief financial officer, and two of our
directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. We do not expect to have any employees other than our
chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff. Our Manager does not serve us exclusively and is not obligated to dedicate
any of its personnel to us. Because our Manager serves other clients in addition to us, it is difficult to estimate the amount of time our Manager
or its personnel will allocate to our business. The obligations of our Manager and its officers and personnel to engage in other business activities
may reduce the time our Manager and its officers and personnel spend managing us. Our management agreement with our Manager was
negotiated between related parties and its terms, including fees and other amounts payable, may not be as favorable to us as if it had been
negotiated at arm's length with an unaffiliated third party.

        We will compete for investment opportunities directly with other client portfolios managed by our Manager. A substantial number of client
accounts managed by our Manager have exposure to our target assets and may have similar investment mandates and objectives. In addition, our
Manager may have additional clients that compete directly with us for investment opportunities in the future. Our Manager will be subject to
contractual arrangements with respect to the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are separate and distinct from the arrangements
that our Manager has with respect to its management of us. At any given time, our Manager may be expected to have interests with respect to
managing the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are actually or potentially in conflict with our interests. Our Manager has agreed
to reduce the base management fee set forth in the management agreement by the amount of any separate fees payable to our Manager or its
affiliates (which does not include The RLJ Companies) by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity
investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. Our Manager may nevertheless have a conflict of interest in recommending our
participation in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund for the fees payable to it by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund
may be greater than the fees payable to it by us under the management agreement.

        Our Manager has an investment allocation policy in place that is designed to treat all of its client accounts fairly and equitably with the goal
of providing all clients with the best execution under the circumstances for transactions in fixed-income securities. Our Manager's investment
allocation policy provides that no single client is intentionally favored over another and the procedures associated with this policy require our
Manager's investment management department to allocate trades in such a fair and equitable manner. When possible, in order to minimize
transaction costs and seek best execution for all client accounts, transactions may be bunched or blocked together, with securities generally
allocated to client accounts on a pro rata basis. According to our Manager's investment allocation
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policy, investments may be allocated by taking into account factors, including but not limited to investment goals or guidelines, available cash,
liquidity requirements, odd lot positions, minimum allocations, existing portfolio holdings compared to target weightings, regulatory and legal
restrictions and the tax implications of an investment. Our Manager's investment allocation policy requires that these bunched or blocked trades
be allocated on the same day they are executed and requires that all clients receive the same average cost for the transaction.

        Our Manager periodically reviews its client accounts to identify situations where a potential conflict may exist, and when appropriate, may
design specific procedures to address these situations. The investment allocation policy may be amended by our Manager at any time without
our consent. To the extent that our Manager's or our business changes in such a way as to give rise to conflicts not currently addressed by our
Manager's investment allocation policy, our Manager may need to refine its investment allocation policy to address such situation. Our
independent directors will review our Manager's compliance with its investment allocation policy and the conflicts or potential conflicts of
interest surrounding our Manager. In addition, to avoid any actual or perceived conflicts of interest with our Manager, prior to an acquisition of
any security structured or issued by an entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, the purchase or sale of any asset from or to an
entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, other than the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, or any co-investment with
an entity managed by our Manager or any of its affiliates, such transaction must be approved by our board of directors, including a majority of
our independent directors.

        We have agreed to pay our Manager a base management fee that is not tied to our performance. The base management fee may not
sufficiently incentivize our Manager to generate attractive risk-adjusted returns for us. This could hurt both our ability to make distributions to
our stockholders and the market price of our common stock.

        We do not have a policy that expressly prohibits our directors, officers, security holders or affiliates from engaging for their own account in
business activities of the types conducted by us. However, subject to our Manager's investment allocation policy, our code of conduct contains a
conflicts of interest policy that prohibits our directors, officers and personnel, as well as employees of our Manager who provide services to us,
from engaging in any transaction that involves an actual conflict of interest with us.
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 OUR MANAGER AND THE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

General

        We will be externally managed and advised by our Manager. All of our officers, other than our chief financial officer, and two of our
directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, are employees of our Manager. Our Manager will be entitled to receive a base
management fee and the reimbursement of certain expenses pursuant to the management agreement. The executive offices of our Manager are
located at 385 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California 91101, and the telephone number of our Manager's executive offices is
(626) 844-9400.

Executive Officers of Our Manager

        The following sets forth certain information with respect to each of the executive officers of our Manager:

Executive Officer Age Position Held with Our Manager
James W. Hirschmann III 48 Director and Chief Executive Officer
Bruce D. Alberts 48 Chief Financial Officer
Brett B. Canon 47 Director of Risk Management and Operations
James J. Flick 49 Director of Client Service and Marketing
Gavin L. James 48 Director of Portfolio Operations
Charles A. Ruys de Perez 51 General Counsel and Secretary

        Set forth below is biographical information for the officers of our Manager. See "Management�Our Directors, Director Nominees and
Executive Officers" for biographical information regarding Messrs. Hirschmann and Flick.

Bruce D. Alberts has been our Manager's chief financial officer since 1999. Mr. Alberts is a certified public accountant and a certified
valuation analyst. Mr. Alberts received a BA from the University of California, Santa Barbara and an MBA from the Anderson Graduate School
of Management at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Brett B. Canon is our Manager's director of risk management and operations. Mr. Canon has been at our Manager since 1995. He has been
in his current role since 2007. Prior to that he served as our Manager's director of operations from 2000 to 2007. Mr. Canon is a certified public
accountant. He received a BS from California State University, Northridge.

Gavin L. James is the director of portfolio operations at our Manager. He has been in his current role since July 2009. Prior to that he
served as our Manager's director of global client service and marketing from 2002 to July 2009 and has worked at our Manager since 1998.
Mr. James received a BA from Kingston College in London.

Charles A. Ruys de Perez is the secretary and general counsel of our Manager. Mr. Ruys de Perez has been at our Manager since 2007.
Prior to joining our Manager, Mr. Ruys de Perez was at Putnam Investments from 1992 to 2007, most recently serving as a managing director
and chief compliance officer from 2004 to 2007. Mr. Ruys de Perez received a BA from Yale University and a JD from Harvard Law School.

Other Key Personnel of Our Manager

        Our chief investment officer, Ronald D. Mass, who also serves as the head of our Manager's structured products team, will, along with the
structured products team, be primarily responsible for overseeing the management of our assets. The structured products team is comprised of
Mr. Mass and 12 additional investment professionals who will focus on our target assets. The structured products
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team is also able to call on the experience of 15 other professionals, not specifically dedicated to managing our target assets, but with expertise
that covers certain aspects of our target assets. The collective team operates under the purview of our Manager's U.S. broad markets committee
which sets overall sector allocations for broad market accounts. The structured products team is further supported by a broader market team. Our
Manager seeks to unite groups of specialists dedicated to different market sectors. The daily interaction among the different teams is designed to
develop a consensus approach that draws on the expertise of all team members. Our Manager's overall investment management team consists of
129 investment professionals with an average industry experience of 17 years.

        The senior members of our structured products team, in addition to Mr. Mass, are Jeff Katz, Deborah Slogoff, Greg Handler, Sean Johnson
and Bonnie Wongtrakool.

Ronald D. Mass has been our chief investment officer since July 2009. Mr. Mass has been at our Manager since 1991 and has served as
head of structural products at our Manager since April 2006. Prior to joining our Manager, Mr. Mass was an associate at The First Boston
Corporation. Mr. Mass is a chartered financial analyst. Mr. Mass received a BA from the University of California, Los Angeles.

        Jeffrey T. Katz has been a research analyst on our Manager's structured products team since 1991. Mr. Katz focuses on non-Agency RMBS.
Prior to joining our Manager, Mr. Katz was a senior associate at Pacific Investment Management Co. from 1995 to 1998. Mr. Katz received a
BS from the University of Florida and an MBA from the Anderson Graduate School of Management at the University of California, Los
Angeles.

        Deborah Slogoff has been a research analyst on our Manager's structured products team since 2002. Ms. Slogoff specializes in CMBS and
consumer ABS. Ms. Slogoff was a credit derivatives associate at Goldman Sachs & Co. from 2001 to 2002 and worked at Duff & Phelps Credit
Rating Co. from 1996 to 1999. Ms. Slogoff attended the University of Michigan where she received a BA and the Anderson Graduate School of
Management at the University of California, Los Angeles, where she received an MBA.

        Greg E. Handler has been a research analyst, focusing on non-Agency RMBS, at our Manager since 2002. Mr. Handler is a chartered
financial analyst. Mr. Handler received a BS degree from Pomona College.

        Sean O. Johnson has been a research analyst at our Manager since 1995. Mr. Johnson focuses on Agency RMBS. Prior to joining our
Manager, Mr. Johnson was a portfolio analyst at Pacific Investment Management Co. from 1993 to 1995. Mr. Johnson is a chartered financial
analyst. He received a BS from the University of Southern California.

        Bonnie M. Wongtrakool has been a research analyst, focusing on Agency RMBS, at our Manager since 2003. Ms. Wongtrakool worked at
Mercer Management Consulting from 2000 to 2003. Ms. Wongtrakool is a chartered financial analyst. Ms. Wongtrakool received a BA from
Harvard College and a JD from Harvard Law School.

Management Agreement

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will enter into a management agreement with our Manager pursuant to which it will provide for
the day-to-day management of our operations and our investments. The management agreement will require our Manager to manage our
business affairs in conformity with the investment guidelines and other policies that are approved and monitored by our board of directors. Our
Manager's role as Manager will be under the supervision and direction of our board of directors.

127

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

143



Table of Contents

Management Services

        Our Manager will be responsible for (1) the selection, purchase and sale of our portfolio investments, (2) our financing activities, and
(3) providing us with investment advisory services. Our Manager will be responsible for our day-to-day operations and will perform (or will
cause to be performed) such services and activities relating to our assets and operations as may be appropriate, which may include, without
limitation, the following:

�
serving as our consultant with respect to the periodic review of the investment guidelines and other parameters for our
investments, financing activities and operations, which review will occur no less often than annually, any modification to
which will be approved by a majority of our independent directors;

�
investigating, analyzing and selecting possible investment opportunities and acquiring, financing, retaining, selling,
restructuring or disposing of investments consistent with the investment guidelines;

�
with respect to prospective purchases, sales or exchanges of investments, conducting negotiations on our behalf with sellers,
purchasers and brokers and, if applicable, their respective agents and representatives;

�
negotiating, entering into and executing, on our behalf, repurchase agreements, interest rate agreements, swap agreements,
brokerage agreements, resecuritizations, securitizations, warehouse facilities, agreements relating to borrowings under
programs established by the U.S. Government and other agreements and instruments required for us to conduct our business;

�
engaging and supervising, on our behalf and at our expense, independent contractors that provide investment banking,
securities brokerage, mortgage brokerage, other financial services, due diligence services, underwriting review services,
legal and accounting services, custodial services and all other services (including transfer agent and registrar services) as
may be required relating to our operations or investments (or potential investments);

�
advising us on preparing, negotiating and entering into, on our behalf, applications and agreements relating to programs
established by the U.S. Government;

�
coordinating and managing operations of any joint venture or co-investment interests held by us and conducting all matters
with the joint venture or co-investment partners;

�
providing executive and administrative personnel, office space and office services required in rendering services to us;

�
administering the day-to-day operations and performing and supervising the performance of such other administrative
functions necessary to our management as may be agreed upon by our Manager and our board of directors, including,
without limitation, the collection of revenues and the payment of our debts and obligations and maintenance of appropriate
computer services to perform such administrative functions;

�
communicating on our behalf with the holders of any of our equity or debt securities as required to satisfy the reporting and
other requirements of any governmental bodies or agencies or trading exchanges or markets and to maintain effective
relations with such holders;

�
counseling us in connection with policy decisions to be made by our board of directors;
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consistent with our qualification as a REIT and with our investment guidelines;

�
counseling us regarding the maintenance of our qualification as a REIT and monitoring compliance with the various REIT
qualification tests and other rules set out in the Internal
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Revenue Code and U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations thereunder and using commercially reasonable efforts to
cause us to qualify for taxation as a REIT;

�
counseling us regarding the maintenance of our exemption from the status of an investment company required to register
under the 1940 Act, monitoring compliance with the requirements for maintaining such exemption and using commercially
reasonable efforts to cause us to maintain such exemption from such status;

�
furnishing reports and statistical and economic research to us regarding our activities and services performed for us;

�
monitoring the operating performance of our investments and providing periodic reports with respect thereto to our board of
directors, including comparative information with respect to such operating performance and budgeted or projected
operating results;

�
investing and reinvesting any moneys and securities of ours (including investing in short-term investments pending
investment in other investments, payment of fees, costs and expenses, or payments of dividends or distributions to our
stockholders and partners) and advising us as to our capital structure and capital raising;

�
causing us to retain qualified accountants and legal counsel, as applicable, to assist in developing appropriate accounting
procedures and systems, internal controls and other compliance procedures and testing systems with respect to financial
reporting obligations and compliance with the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and U.S. Department of the Treasury
regulations applicable to REITs and, if applicable, TRSs, and to conduct quarterly compliance reviews with respect thereto;

�
assisting us in qualifying to do business in all applicable jurisdictions and to obtain and maintain all appropriate licenses;

�
assisting us in complying with all regulatory requirements applicable to us in respect of our business activities, including
assisting in the preparation of all financial statements required under applicable regulations and contractual undertakings and
all reports and documents, if any, required under the Exchange Act or the Securities Act, or by the NYSE or other stock
exchange requirements, as applicable;

�
assisting us in taking all necessary action to enable us to make required tax filings and reports, including soliciting
information from stockholders to the extent required by the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and U.S. Department of
the Treasury regulations applicable to REITs;

�
placing, or arranging for the placement of, all orders pursuant to our Manager's investment determinations for us either
directly with the issuer or with a broker or dealer (including any affiliated broker or dealer);

�
handling and resolving all claims, disputes or controversies (including all litigation, arbitration, settlement or other
proceedings or negotiations) in which we may be involved or to which we may be subject arising out of our day-to-day
operations (other than with our Manager or its supervised affiliates), subject to such limitations or parameters as may be
imposed from time to time by the board of directors;

�
using commercially reasonable efforts to cause expenses incurred by us or on our behalf to be commercially reasonable or
commercially customary and within any budgeted parameters or expense guidelines set by our board of directors from time
to time;

�
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�
serving as our consultant with respect to decisions regarding any of our financings, hedging activities or borrowings
undertaken by us, including (1) assisting us in developing criteria for debt and equity financing that is specifically tailored to
our investment objectives, and (2) advising us with respect to obtaining appropriate financing for our investments;

�
providing us with portfolio management;

�
arranging marketing materials, advertising, industry group activities (such as conference participations and industry
organization memberships) and other promotional efforts designed to promote our business;

�
maintaining our website;

�
performing such other services as may be required from time to time for management and other activities relating to our
assets and business as our board of directors shall reasonably request or our Manager shall deem appropriate under the
particular circumstances; and

�
using commercially reasonable efforts to cause us to comply with all applicable laws.

Liability and Indemnification

        Pursuant to the management agreement, our Manager will not assume any responsibility other than to render the services called for
thereunder in good faith and will not be responsible for any action of our board of directors in following or declining to follow its advice or
recommendations, including as set forth in our investment guidelines. Our Manager maintains a contractual as opposed to a fiduciary
relationship with us, although our officers who are also employees of our Manager will have a fiduciary duty to us under the DGCL as our
officers. Under the terms of the management agreement, our Manager, and its affiliates and their officers, stockholders, members, managers,
directors and personnel and any person providing sub-advisory services to our Manager will not be liable to us, any subsidiary of ours, our
directors, our stockholders or any subsidiary's stockholders for acts or omissions performed in accordance with and pursuant to the management
agreement, except because of acts constituting bad faith, willful misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless disregard of their duties under the
management agreement, as determined by a final non-appealable order of a court of competent jurisdiction. We have agreed to indemnify our
Manager and its officers, stockholders, members, managers, directors and personnel and any person providing sub-advisory services to our
Manager with respect to all expenses, losses, damages, liabilities, demands, charges and claims arising from acts or omissions of such parties not
constituting bad faith, willful misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless disregard of duties, performed in good faith in accordance with and
pursuant to the management agreement. Our Manager has agreed to indemnify us, our directors and officers, personnel, agents and any persons
controlling or controlled by us with respect to all expenses, losses, damages, liabilities, demands, charges and claims arising from acts or
omissions of our Manager constituting bad faith, willful misconduct, gross negligence or reckless disregard of its duties under the management
agreement or any claims by our Manager's personnel relating to the terms and conditions of their employment by our Manager. Our Manager
will not be liable for trade errors that may result from ordinary negligence, such as errors in the investment decision making process (such as a
transaction that was effected in violation of our investment guidelines) or in the trade process (such as a buy order that was entered instead of a
sell order, or the wrong purchase or sale of security, or a transaction in which a security was purchased or sold in an amount or at a price other
than the correct amount or price). Notwithstanding the foregoing, our Manager carries errors and omissions and other customary insurance and
will name us as an insured under those policies upon the completion of this offering.

Management Team

        Pursuant to the terms of the management agreement, other than our chief financial officer and our chief financial officer's support staff, who
we will employ directly, our Manager is required to provide us with our management team, including a chief executive officer and a chief
investment officer, or
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similar positions, along with appropriate support personnel to provide the management services to be provided by our Manager to us. None of
the officers or employees of our Manager will be dedicated exclusively to us.

        Because our management agreement provides that our Manager is responsible for managing our affairs, all of our officers who are
employees of our Manager do not receive cash compensation from us for serving as our executive officers. Instead we will pay our Manager the
fees described in "�Base Management Fee, Expense Reimbursements and Refund of the Underwriting Discount."

        Our Manager is required to refrain from any action that, in its sole judgment made in good faith, (1) is not in compliance with the
investment guidelines, (2) would adversely and materially affect our qualification as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code or our status as an
entity exempted or excluded from investment company status under the 1940 Act or (3) would violate any law, rule or regulation of any
governmental body or agency having jurisdiction over us or of any exchange on which our securities may be listed or that would otherwise not
be permitted by our certificate of incorporation or bylaws or our subsidiaries' governing instruments. If our Manager is ordered to take any
action by our board of directors, our Manager will promptly notify our board of directors if it is our Manager's judgment that such action would
adversely and materially affect such status or violate any such law, rule or regulation or our certificate of incorporation or bylaws. Neither our
Manager nor any affiliate of our Manager will be liable to us, our board of directors or our stockholders, for any act or omission by our Manager
or any of its affiliates, except as provided in the management agreement.

Term and Termination

        The management agreement may be amended or modified by agreement between us and our Manager. The initial term of the management
agreement expires on the third anniversary of the closing of this offering and will be automatically renewed for a one-year term each anniversary
date thereafter unless previously terminated as described below. Our independent directors will review our Manager's performance and any fees
payable to our Manager annually and, following the initial term, the management agreement may be terminated annually upon the affirmative
vote of at least two-thirds of our independent directors, based upon (1) our Manager's unsatisfactory performance that is materially detrimental
to us or (2) our determination that any fees payable to our Manager are not fair, subject to our Manager's right to prevent such termination due to
unfair fees by accepting a reduction of management fees agreed to by at least two-thirds of our independent directors. We will provide our
Manager 180 days prior notice of any such termination. Unless terminated for cause, we will pay our Manager a termination fee equal to three
times the average annual base management fee earned by our Manager during the prior 24-month period immediately preceding the date of
termination, calculated as of the end of the most recently completed fiscal quarter prior to the date of termination.

        We may also terminate the management agreement at any time, including during the initial term, without the payment of any termination
fee, with 30 days prior written notice from our board of directors for cause, which will be determined by a majority of our independent directors,
which is defined as:

�
our Manager's continued material breach of any provision of the management agreement (including our Manager's failure to
comply with our investment guidelines) following a period of 30 days after written notice thereof (or 45 days after written
notice of such breach if our Manager, under certain circumstances, has taken steps to cure such breach within 30 days of the
written notice);

�
our Manager's fraud, misappropriation of funds, or embezzlement against us;

�
our Manager's gross negligence in the performance of its duties under the management agreement;
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�
the occurrence of certain events with respect to the bankruptcy or insolvency of our Manager, including an order for relief in
an involuntary bankruptcy case or our Manager authorizing or filing a voluntary bankruptcy petition;

�
our Manager is convicted (including a plea of nolo contendere) of a felony; or

�
the dissolution of our Manager.

        Our Manager may assign the management agreement in its entirety or delegate certain of its duties under the management agreement to any
of its supervised affiliates without the approval of our independent directors if such assignment or delegation does not require our approval
under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, as amended, or the Advisers Act. Under the Advisers Act, the management agreement shall
terminate automatically without the payment of any termination fee in the event that the Manager assigns the management agreement, in whole
or in part, unless such assignment is consented to in writing by us with the consent of a majority of our independent directors.

        Our Manager may terminate the management agreement if we become required to register as an investment company under the 1940 Act,
with such termination deemed to occur immediately before such event, in which case we would not be required to pay a termination fee. Our
Manager may decline to renew the management agreement by providing us with 180 days written notice, in which case we would not be
required to pay a termination fee. In addition, if we default in the performance of any material term of the agreement and the default continues
for a period of 30 days after written notice to us, our Manager may terminate the management agreement upon 60 days' written notice. If the
management agreement is terminated by our Manager upon our breach, we would be required to pay our Manager the termination fee described
above.

        We may not assign our rights or responsibilities under the management agreement without the prior written consent of our Manager, except
in the case of assignment to another REIT or other organization that is our successor (by merger, consolidation, purchase of assets or other
transaction), in which case such successor organization will be bound under the management agreement and by the terms of such assignment in
the same manner as we are bound under the management agreement.

Base Management Fee, Expense Reimbursements and Refund of the Underwriting Discount

        We do not expect to maintain a separate office or to directly employ personnel other than our chief financial officer and our chief financial
officer's support staff. Instead, we will rely on the facilities and resources of our Manager to manage our day-to-day operations.

Base Management Fee

        Our Manager will be entitled to a base management fee in an amount equal to 1.25% per annum, calculated and payable quarterly in
arrears, of our stockholders' equity. For purposes of calculating the base management fee, our "stockholders' equity" means the sum of the net
proceeds from any issuances of our equity securities since inception (allocated on a pro rata daily basis for such issuances during the fiscal
quarter of any such issuance), plus our retained earnings, calculated in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States, or GAAP, at the end of the most recently completed fiscal quarter (without taking into account any non-cash equity compensation
expense incurred in current or prior periods), less any amount that we pay for repurchases of our shares of common stock, excluding any
unrealized gains, losses or other non-cash items that have impacted stockholder's equity as reported in our financial statements prepared in
accordance with GAAP, regardless of whether such items are included in other comprehensive income or loss, or in net income, and excluding
one-time events pursuant to changes in GAAP and certain other non-cash charges after discussions between our Manager and our independent
directors and after approval by a majority of our independent directors. Our Manager will use the proceeds from its base management fee in part
to pay compensation to its officers and personnel who, notwithstanding that certain of them
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also are our officers, receive no cash compensation directly from us. The base management fee is payable independent of the performance of our
portfolio.

        The base management fee of our Manager shall be calculated and delivered to us within 30 days after the end of each quarter. We are
obligated to pay the base management fee in cash within five business days after delivery to us of the written statement of our Manager setting
forth the computation of the base management fee for such quarter.

        As a component of our Manager's compensation, we will issue stock-based compensation to our Manager under our Manager Equity Plan.
See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans�Manager Equity Plan."

Fee Reduction for Investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund

        Subject to maintaining our qualification as a REIT and exemption from registration under the 1940 Act, we anticipate allocating up to 40%
of the net proceeds from this offering and the concurrent private placement to our Manager for investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private
Investment Fund. Our Manager has agreed to reduce the base management fee set forth in the management agreement by the amount of any
separate fees payable to our Manager or its affiliates by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity
investments in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund. Any amount of such separate fees in excess of the current quarter's fees will be
applied against and reduce the fees payable to our Manager in subsequent quarters until we have received full credit for the fees paid to our
Manager or its affiliates by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund that are attributable to our equity investments in the RLJ/Western
Public-Private Investment Fund. Fees payable by the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund to The RLJ Companies will not be set off
against fees payable to our Manager. This fee netting arrangement is designed to ensure that total fees payable by us to our Manager will only be
1.25% of our stockholders' equity per annum. It is, however, possible that the actual fees earned by the Manager in certain periods may be higher
than 1.25% per annum because the incentive fee for the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund is based on realized cash returns and may
be in excess of the base management fee payable to our Manager in a given period. See "Business�Recent Regulatory Developments�The
Public-Private Investment Program."

Reimbursement of Expenses

        We will be required to reimburse our Manager for the expenses described below. Expense reimbursements to our Manager are made in cash
on a monthly basis following the end of each month. Our reimbursement obligation is not subject to any dollar limitation. Because our
Manager's personnel perform certain legal, accounting, due diligence tasks and other services that outside professionals or outside consultants
otherwise would perform, our Manager is paid or reimbursed for the documented cost of performing such tasks, provided that such costs and
reimbursements are in amounts which are no greater than those which would be payable to outside professionals or consultants engaged to
perform such services pursuant to agreements negotiated on an arm's-length basis.

        We also pay all operating expenses, except those specifically required to be borne by our Manager under the management agreement. The
expenses required to be paid by us include, but are not limited to:

�
expenses in connection with the issuance and transaction costs incident to the acquisition, disposition and financing of our
investments;

�
costs of legal, tax, accounting, consulting, auditing, administrative and other similar services rendered for us by providers
retained by our Manager or, if provided by our Manager's personnel, in amounts that are no greater than those that would be
payable to outside professionals or consultants engaged to perform such services pursuant to agreements negotiated on an
arm's-length basis;
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�
the compensation and expenses of our directors (excluding those directors who are officers of our Manager) and the cost of
liability insurance to indemnify our directors and officers;

�
costs associated with the establishment and maintenance of any of our credit facilities, other financing arrangements or other
indebtedness of ours (including commitment fees, accounting fees, legal fees, closing and other similar costs) or any of our
securities offerings;

�
expenses connected with communications to holders of our securities and other bookkeeping and clerical work necessary in
maintaining relations with holders of such securities and in complying with the continuous reporting and other requirements
of governmental bodies or agencies, including, without limitation, all costs of preparing and filing required reports with the
SEC, the costs payable by us to any transfer agent and registrar in connection with the listing and/or trading of our stock on
any exchange, the fees payable by us to any such exchange in connection with its listing, costs of preparing, printing and
mailing our annual report to our stockholders and proxy materials with respect to any meeting of our stockholders;

�
costs associated with any computer software or hardware, electronic equipment or purchased information technology
services from third-party vendors that is used for us;

�
expenses incurred by directors, officers, personnel and agents of our Manager for the pro rata portion of travel on our behalf,
and other out-of-pocket expenses incurred by directors, officers, personnel and agents of our Manager in connection with the
purchase, financing, refinancing, sale or other disposition of an investment or establishment and maintenance of any of our
repurchase agreements, securitizations or any of our securities offerings;

�
costs and expenses incurred with respect to market information systems and publications, research publications and
materials, and settlement, clearing and custodial fees and expenses;

�
compensation and expenses of our custodian and transfer agent, if any;

�
the costs of maintaining compliance with all federal, state and local rules and regulations or any other regulatory agency;

�
all taxes and license fees;

�
all insurance costs incurred in connection with the operation of our business, except for the costs attributable to the insurance
that our Manager elects to carry for itself and its personnel;

�
costs and expenses incurred in contracting with third parties, including affiliates of our Manager, for the servicing and
special servicing of our assets;

�
all other costs and expenses relating to our business and investment operations, including, without limitation, the costs and
expenses of acquiring, owning, protecting, maintaining, developing and disposing of investments, including appraisal,
reporting, audit and legal fees;

�
expenses relating to any office(s) or office facilities, including but not limited to disaster backup recovery sites and facilities,
maintained for us or our investments separate from the office or offices of our Manager;
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�
expenses connected with the payments of interest, dividends or distributions in cash or any other form authorized or caused
to be made by our board of directors to or on account of holders of our securities, including, without limitation, in
connection with any dividend reinvestment plan;

�
expenses related to litigation and other legal matters involving us, including the fees and expenses of outside counsel;

�
any judgment or settlement of pending or threatened proceedings (whether civil, criminal or otherwise) against us or any
subsidiary, or against any trustee, director, partner, member or officer of us or of any subsidiary in his capacity as such for
which we or any subsidiary is required to indemnify such trustee, director, partner, member or officer by any court or
governmental agency; and
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�
all other expenses actually incurred by our Manager (except as otherwise specified in the management agreement) that are
reasonably necessary for the performance by our Manager of its duties and functions under the management agreement.

        We will not reimburse our Manager or its affiliates for the salaries and other compensation of its personnel.

        In addition, we may be required to pay our pro rata portion of rent, telephone, utilities, office furniture, equipment, machinery and other
office, internal and overhead expenses of our Manager and its affiliates required for our operations.

Refund of the Underwriting Discount

        Pursuant to the management agreement, we have agreed to refund our Manager for its partial payment of the initial underwriting discount
($    per each share sold in this offering) if during any period of four consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the
consummation of this offering our Core Earnings for any such four-quarter period exceeds the product of (x) the weighted average of the issue
price per share of all public offerings of our common stock, multiplied by the weighted average number of shares of our common stock
outstanding (including any restricted shares of our common stock and any other shares of our common stock underlying awards granted under
our equity incentive plans) in such four-quarter period and (y) 8%. In addition, if the management agreement is terminated and we are required
to pay our Manager the termination fee described above, we would also be required to refund our Manager for its partial payment of the initial
underwriting discount irrespective of whether we have met the hurdle described above. Core Earnings is a non-GAAP measure and is defined as
GAAP net income (loss) as adjusted, excluding (i) non-cash equity compensation expense; (ii) any unrealized gains, losses or other non-cash
items, regardless of whether such items are included in other comprehensive income or loss, or in net income; (iii) one-time events pursuant to
changes in GAAP and certain other non-cash charges after discussions between our Manager and our independent directors and after approval
by a majority of our independent directors; and (iv) depreciation and amortization (to the extent that we foreclose on any properties underlying
our target assets).

Conflicts of Interest Policy

        To avoid any actual or perceived conflicts of interest with our Manager, the management agreement provides that (i) an investment in any
security structured or managed by our Manager, (ii) any sale of our assets to our Manager and its affiliates or any entity managed by our
Manager and its affiliates, other than the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, or (iii) any co-investment with an entity managed by our
Manager or any of its affiliates will require the proper approval of our board of directors, including a majority of our independent directors. Our
independent directors expect to establish in advance parameters within which our Manager and its affiliates may act as our counterparty and
provide broker, dealer and lending services to us in order to enable transactions to occur in an orderly and timely manner.

Licensing

        The management agreement will include terms governing our use of the "Western Asset" name and logo.

Grants of Equity Compensation to Our Manager, Its Personnel and Affiliates and to Our Officers and Directors

        Under our equity incentive plans, the plan administrator is authorized to approve grants of equity-based awards to our Manager and to our
officers and directors. Future equity awards may be made to
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our officers or directors and to our Manager under our equity incentive plans. See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans."

Historical Performance of Our Manager's Investments in Our Target Assets

        Our Manager has been an active investor in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS since the inception of those markets through several
housing and credit cycles and has utilized Agency RMBS as a vital component within its investment strategy since its inception in 1971. As of
June 30, 2009, our Manager had a total of $66.1 billion in assets under management in the asset classes corresponding to our target assets, of
which $18.5 billion was invested in non-Agency RMBS, $3.5 billion in CMBS, $1.9 billion in ABS and $42.2 billion in Agency RMBS.

        Our Manager manages these assets using a range of strategies and investment vehicles, including collateralized debt obligations, mutual and
private funds, private commingled vehicles and separately managed accounts. Most of these assets are managed in broad market portfolios that
may have a material allocation to real estate or real estate-related assets, including our target assets, but have not invested primarily in real estate
or real estate-related assets. Our Manager's broad market strategies that have exposure to our target assets but do not invest primarily in real
estate or real estate-related assets include:

�
US Core:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all investment-grade sectors of the fixed-income market in
seeking to add value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, US Core portfolios had exposure to Agency RMBS,
corporate debt rated as investment grade, or investment grade corporates, corporate debt rated as below investment grade, or
high yield securities, securities issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, debt issued by an agency of the U.S.
government, CMBS, ABS, cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed approximately
$12.0 billion of our target assets in 82 US Core portfolios, which include mutual funds, private commingled vehicles and
separate accounts.

�
US Core Full:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all sectors of the fixed-income market in seeking to add
value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, US Core Full portfolios invested in Agency RMBS; investment grade
corporates; securities issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury; debt issued by an agency of the U.S. Government;
CMBS; ABS; high yield securities; securities issued in denominations other than U.S. dollars, or non-dollar securities;
securities issued by companies or sovereigns in emerging markets, or emerging markets securities; and cash and money
market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed approximately $38.9 billion of our target assets in 235 US
Core Full portfolios, which include mutual funds, private commingled vehicles and separate accounts.

�
US Enhanced Cash:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all investment-grade sectors of the fixed-income
market in seeking to add value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, US Enhanced Cash portfolios invested in
Agency RMBS, investment grade corporates, debt issued by an agency of the U.S. Government, CMBS, ABS, high yield
securities, non-dollar securities, cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed
approximately $3.5 billion of our target assets in 33 US Enhanced Cash portfolios, which include mutual funds, private
commingled vehicles and separate accounts.

�
US Index Plus:  These portfolios use a synthetic index component that provides exposure to the equity benchmark through
the use of derivatives, and a short duration component that employs a long term value-oriented approach utilizing diversified
strategies and covering all sectors of the fixed-income market in an attempt to add value while minimizing risk. As of
June 30, 2009, US Index Plus portfolios invested in Agency RMBS, investment grade corporates, debt issued by an agency
of the U.S. Government, ABS, high yield securities and cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our
Manager managed approximately $1.8 billion of our target
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assets in 25 US Index Plus accounts, including private commingled vehicles and separate accounts.

�
US Intermediate:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all investment-grade sectors of the fixed-income
market in seeking to add value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, US Intermediate portfolios invested in Agency
RMBS, investment grade corporates, securities issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, debt issued by an agency of
the U.S. Government, ABS, high yield securities, cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager
managed approximately $1.5 billion of our target assets in 41 US Intermediate portfolios, which include mutual funds,
private commingled vehicles and separate accounts.

�
US Limited Duration:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all investment-grade sectors of the
fixed-income market in seeking to add value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, US Limited Duration portfolios
invested in Agency RMBS, investment grade corporates, securities issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, debt
issued by an agency of the U.S. Government, CMBS, ABS, high yield securities, non-dollar securities and cash and money
market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed approximately $1.3 billion in 23 US Limited Duration
portfolios, which include mutual funds, private commingled vehicles and separate accounts.

�
Absolute Return:  These portfolios employ an actively managed, diversified fixed-income strategy. Portfolio construction is
based on our Manager's fundamental view of the fixed-income markets and is independent of broad market benchmarks.
Portfolios in the Absolute Return strategy may opportunistically utilize investments in high yield, emerging markets and
non-dollar securities. As of June 30, 2009, Absolute Return portfolios invested in Agency RMBS, investment grade
corporates, debt issued by an agency of the U.S. Government, ABS, high yield securities, non-dollar securities, emerging
markets securities and cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed approximately
$1.8 billion in seven Absolute Return portfolios, which include mutual funds, private commingled vehicles and separate
accounts.

�
Global Core Full:  These portfolios use diversified strategies and cover all sectors of the fixed-income market in seeking to
add value while minimizing risk. As of June 30, 2009, Global Core Full portfolios invested in Agency RMBS, investment
grade corporates, debt issued by a foreign government, debt issued by an agency of the U.S. Government, ABS, high yield
securities, non-dollar securities and cash and money market securities. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed
approximately $1.4 billion of our target assets in 23 Global Core Full accounts, including mutual funds, private commingled
vehicles and separate accounts.

        Our Manager also manages a number of portfolios in strategies that do invest primarily in real estate or real estate-related assets, including
our target assets. These portfolios include mutual funds, private commingled investment vehicles and separate accounts. Our Manager began
managing its first portfolio that invests primarily in our target assets in December 2004. Since that time, our Manager has managed from
$51 million to $15.8 billion in up to eight portfolios that primarily invest in our target assets. Of these eight portfolios, three have been separate
accounts managed on behalf of private institutional clients, two of which are currently active. As of June 30, 2009, our Manager managed
approximately $5.4 billion in six portfolios that invest primarily in our target assets. Four of these portfolios are commingled investment
vehicles, with two being private investment vehicles and two being registered mutual funds, and the other two portfolios are separate accounts
managed on behalf of private institutional clients. The commingled investment vehicles are as follows: Western Asset Mortgage Backed
Securities Portfolio, LLC, or the MBS Fund, the Western Asset Opportunistic Structured Securities Portfolio, LLC, or the Structured Securities
Fund, the Smash Series M Fund, or the Smash Fund, and the Legg Mason Partners Government Securities Fund, or the LMP Government Fund.
Of the two additional portfolios which our Manager no longer manages, one was a separate account managed on behalf of a private client, and
the second was a registered mutual fund, the Legg
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Mason Partners Variable Government Portfolio, or the LMP Variable Government Fund. Additional disclosure on the MBS Fund, the Structured
Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund is provided below.

        The economic downturn and the disruption of the financial markets over the last two years have had a negative impact on the prices of
structured products, particularly non-Agency RMBS. Declining home prices and higher unemployment rates have caused default and loss rates
to rise much higher than projected at the time of issuance of these securities. The loss of financing, downgrades, and risk aversion have caused
many holders to sell these securities at distressed levels, putting additional pressure on prices. These market impacts have adversely affected the
prices of structured product holdings in portfolios managed by our Manager.

        There are significant differences between our investment policies and the investment policies of the portfolios discussed below.
Accordingly, the performance of these portfolios is not necessarily indicative of our potential performance.

        The MBS Fund.    The MBS Fund is a private investment vehicle organized as a Delaware limited liability company. Our Manager has
managed the MBS Fund since the MBS Fund's inception on December 2, 2004. At June 30, 2009, the MBS Fund had total assets of
approximately $3.4 billion. The MBS Fund purchases its investment assets using its own funds and does not borrow to make investments
although it may use short-term borrowings to facilitate settlement. The MBS Fund invests primarily in RMBS with an emphasis on Agency
RMBS. At June 30, 2009, approximately 84% of the MBS Fund was composed of Agency RMBS. The MBS Fund may also invest, from time to
time, in our other target assets, including non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS. In addition to our target assets, the MBS Fund also invests in
debt issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury or a U.S. government agency and in corporate debt. In contrast to the MBS Fund, we expect
our focus to be on non-Agency RMBS and we do not expect to invest in U.S. Treasuries, agencies or corporate debt in any material amounts.

        The MBS Fund produced positive gross returns for each of the past four calendar years and annualized returns of 0.68%, 2.92% and 2.71%
respectively on a one year basis, three year basis, and since December 1, 2004 (as of June 30, 2009). The fiscal year for the MBS Fund ends
December 31. The returns of the MBS Fund are detailed in the table below. The MBS Fund does not charge investment advisory fees. Gross
performance is derived by adding the MBS Fund's expense ratio to the net performance of the MBS Fund. Net performance is calculated using
the MBS Fund's net asset value, which takes into account the MBS Fund's total expense ratio. Actual fees will vary by account, depending on
investment mandate, services provided to the client and other factors.

 MBS Fund
Trailing Period Returns

Through 6/30/2009 Q209 YTD
1

Year
3

Year

Since
Inception

(12/2/2004)
MBS Fund (gross) 4.60% 6.04% 0.68% 2.92% 2.71%
MBS Fund (net) 4.58% 6.02% 0.65% 2.89% 2.68%

Calendar Yearly Returns 2008 2007 2006 2005
MBS Fund (gross) -6.81% 4.41% 5.61% 2.93%
MBS Fund (net) -6.83% 4.39% 5.57% 2.92%

        The Structured Securities Fund.    The Structured Securities Fund is a private investment vehicle organized as a Delaware limited liability
company. Our Manager has managed the Structured Securities Fund since its inception on July 27, 2007. At June 30, 2009, the Structured
Securities Fund had total assets of approximately $232 million. The Structured Securities Fund purchases its investment assets
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using its own funds and does not borrow to make investments although it may use short-term borrowings to facilitate settlement. The Structured
Securities Fund invests almost exclusively in non-Agency RMBS. At June 30, 2009, approximately 88% of the Structured Securities Fund was
comprised of non-Agency RMBS. The Structured Securities Fund also invests from time to time in ABS and CMBS. The investment guidelines
for the Structured Securities Fund permit investments in Agency RMBS, but at June 30, 2009, the Structure Securities Fund had no investments
in Agency RMBS.

        The Structured Securities Fund produced gross annualized returns of -16.64% and -13.75% respectively on a one year basis and since
inception on July 27, 2007 (as of June 30, 2009). The fiscal year for the Structured Securities Fund ends December 31. The returns of the
Structured Securities Fund are detailed in the table below. The Structured Securities Fund does not charge investment advisory fees. Gross
performance is derived by adding the Structured Securities Fund's expense ratio to the net performance of the Structured Securities Fund. Net
performance is calculated using the Structured Securities Fund's net asset value, which takes into account the Structured Securities Fund's total
expense ratio. Actual fees will vary by account, depending on investment mandate, services provided to the client and other factors.

 Structured Securities Fund
Trailing Period Returns

Through 6/30/2009 Q209 YTD 1 Year

Since
Inception

(7/27/2007)
Structured Securities Fund (gross) 9.39% 3.54% -16.64% -13.75%
Structured Securities Fund (net) 9.37% 3.51% -16.69% -13.81%

Calendar Yearly Returns 2008
Structured Securities Fund (gross) -23.22%
Structured Securities Fund (net) -23.27%

        The Smash Fund.    The Smash Fund is an open end mutual fund registered under the 1940 Act. Our Manager has managed the Smash
Fund since the Smash Fund's inception on January 1, 2007. At June 30, 2009, the Smash Fund had total assets of approximately $90.7 million.
The Smash Fund purchases its investment assets using its own funds and does not borrow to make investments although it may use short-term
borrowings to facilitate settlement. Under normal market conditions, the Smash Fund invests primarily in a combination of U.S. dollar
denominated and non-U.S. dollar denominated investment grade debt obligations of both U.S. and non-U.S. issuers (including emerging market
issuers) and in derivatives and other instruments relating to such investments. The Smash Fund invests a substantial portion of its assets in
mortgage-related securities, U.S. government securities and money market instruments. The Smash Fund invests in both non-Agency RMBS and
Agency RMBS as well as in ABS. At June 30, 2009, the Smash Fund had allocations to our target assets as follows: approximately 34% in
non-Agency RMBS, approximately 56% in Agency RMBS, approximately 3% in ABS and approximately 4% in CMBS.

        The Smash Fund produced returns of gross annualized returns of 0.86% and 1.63% respectively on a one year basis and since inception on
January 1, 2007 (as of June 30, 2009). The fiscal year for the Smash Fund ends October 31. The returns of the Smash Fund are detailed in the
table below. The Smash Fund does not charge advisory fees, and shareholders of the Smash Fund are participants in
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separately managed account programs who pay fees to program sponsors for the costs and expenses of the programs. As a result, there is no
distinction between gross and net returns for the Smash Fund.

 Smash Fund
Trailing Period Returns

Through 6/30/2009 Q209 YTD
1

Year

Since
Inception
(1/1/07)

Smash Fund (gross) 2.89% 10.48% 0.86% 1.63%
Smash Fund (net) 2.89% 10.48% 0.86% 1.63%

Calendar Yearly Returns 2008 2007
Smash Fund (gross) -10.26% 5.02%
Smash Fund (net) -10.26% 5.02%

        The LMP Government Fund.    The LMP Government Fund is an open end mutual fund registered under the 1940 Act. Though the LMP
Government Fund began on March 20, 1984, our Manager has managed the LMP Government Fund since January 1, 2006. At June 30, 2009,
the LMP Government Fund had total assets of approximately $629 million. The LMP Government Fund purchases its investment assets using its
own funds and does not borrow to make investments although it may use short-term borrowings to facilitate settlement. Under normal
circumstances, the LMP Government Fund invests at least 80% of the value of its assets in debt securities issued or guaranteed by the U.S.
Government, its agencies or instrumentalities and related investments, including Agency RMBS. The LMP Government Fund may also invest
portions of its assets in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS. At June 30, 2009, the LMP Government Fund had investments in Agency RMBS,
non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS representing approximately 86%, 10%, 0.3% and 1% of the LMP Government Fund, respectively. The
LMP Government Fund also invests in direct obligations of the U.S. Department of the Treasury or other U.S. government agencies. We do not
expect to include similar obligations in our investments.

        The LMP Government Fund produced positive gross returns for each of the past six calendar years and annualized returns of 5.13% and
5.55%, respectively, on a one year basis and three year basis (as of June 30, 2009). The fiscal year for the LMP Government Fund ends
December 31. The returns of the LMP Government Fund are detailed in the table below. The gross performance results are presented before
investment advisory fees. Gross performance is derived by adding the published expense ratio to the net performance of the LMP Government
Fund. Net performance is calculated using the LMP Government Fund's unit net asset value, which takes into account the fund's total expense
ratio less any distribution fees, which may vary by share class.

 LMP Government Fund
Trailing Period Returns

Through 6/30/2009 Q209 YTD
1

Year
3

Year
LMP Government Fund (gross) 1.55% 3.76% 5.13% 5.55%
LMP Government Fund (net) 1.34% 3.35% 4.29% 4.64%

Calendar Yearly Returns 2008 2007 2006
LMP Government Fund (gross) 1.96% 5.06% 5.01%
LMP Government Fund (net) 1.14% 4.10% 4.00%

        The LMP Variable Government Fund.    The LMP Variable Government Fund was an open end mutual fund registered under the 1940
Act. Though the LMP Variable Government Fund began on September 14, 1999, our Manager began managing the LMP Variable Government
Fund on January 1, 2006. The LMP Variable Government Fund closed on May 1, 2008. The LMP Variable Government
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Fund purchased its investment assets using its own funds and did not borrow to make investments other than using short-term borrowings to
facilitate settlement. The LMP Variable Government Fund invested at least 80% of the value of its assets in debt securities issued or guaranteed
by the U.S. Government, its agencies or instrumentalities and related investments, including Agency RMBS. The LMP Variable Government
Fund also invested portions of its assets in non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS. In April 2008, prior to the fund's closing, the LMP Variable
Government Fund had total assets of approximately $103 million and had investments in Agency RMBS, non-Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS
representing approximately 93%, 1.8%, 1.4% and 0.9% of the LMP Variable Government Fund, respectively.

        The LMP Variable Government Fund produced positive gross returns for the calendar years of 2006 and 2007 and returns of 0.53% and
4.10%, respectively, on a one year basis and two year basis from its closing date on May 1, 2008. The fiscal year for the LMP Variable
Government Fund ends October 31. The returns of the LMP Variable Government Fund are detailed in the table below. Gross performance was
derived by adding the published expense ratio to the net performance of the LMP Variable Government Fund. Net performance was calculated
using the LMP Variable Government Fund's unit net asset value, which took into account the fund's total expense ratio less any distribution fees,
which may have varied by share class.

 LMP Variable Government Fund
Trailing Period Returns

Through 4/30/2008
Q208

(partial) YTD 1 Year
2

Year
LMP Variable Government Fund (gross) 1.11% -0.73% 0.53% 4.10%
LMP Variable Government Fund (net) 1.05% -0.94% -0.15% 3.40%

Calendar Yearly Returns
2008

(partial) 2007 2006
LMP Variable Government Fund (gross) -0.73% 3.25% 4.81%
LMP Variable Government Fund (net) -0.94% 2.54% 4.10%

        Although the investment objectives and strategy of each of the MBS Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP
Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund may be considered similar to our investment objectives and strategy because of each
fund primarily investing in our target assets, there are significant differences in the use of leverage. While we anticipate using significant
financing for our assets as our Manager deems appropriate and consistent with our investment objectives and strategy, none of the MBS Fund,
the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund or the LMP Government Fund borrow, other than on a temporary basis for settlement or other
similar purposes, or otherwise employ formal leverage. Through their use of mortgage forward contracts, or TBAs, and certain other derivative
contracts, the MBS Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund and the LMP Government Fund may be viewed as using a form of
economic leverage, but these effects are offset in part or in whole by requirements of each portfolio to set aside cash and cash equivalent
holdings in the investment vehicle. Similar to the other funds, the LMP Variable Government Fund used TBAs but did not borrow or otherwise
employ formal leverage.

        We expect under current market conditions to deploy, on a debt-to-equity basis, approximately one and a half to five times leverage on our
non-Agency RMBS through private funding sources and through U.S. Government programs, such as the TALF and the PPIP, and to deploy, on
a debt-to-equity basis, up to six to eight times leverage on our Agency RMBS assets using private funding sources. The amount of leverage that
we will deploy for particular investments in our target assets will depend upon our Manager's assessment of a variety of factors, which may
include: the anticipated liquidity and price volatility of the assets in our investment portfolio; the potential for losses and extension risk in our
investment portfolio; the gap between the duration of our assets and liabilities,
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including any hedges; the availability and cost of financing the assets; our Manager's opinion of the creditworthiness of our financing
counterparties; the health of the U.S. economy and the residential and commercial mortgage-related markets; our Manager's outlook for the
level, slope, and volatility of interest rates; the collateral underlying our non-Agency RMBS, Agency RMBS, CMBS and ABS; and our
Manager's outlook for asset spreads relative to the LIBOR curve. For additional information regarding our financing strategy, see "Business�Our
Financing Strategy." As a result of this use of leverage as well as the differences in our overall investment strategy versus the strategies for the
MBS Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund, our results
and performance may vary significantly from the results and performance of these portfolios.

        We have also provided supplemental prior performance data for the MBS Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP
Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund in Appendix I to this prospectus. The supplemental data includes the following prior
performance tables: Table I (Experience in Raising and Investing Funds), Table II (Compensation to our Manager), and Table III (Operating
Results) with respect to the MBS Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP Government Fund and the LMP Variable
Government Fund, and Table IV (Results of Completed Programs) with respect to the LMP Variable Government Fund.
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 PRINCIPAL STOCKHOLDERS

        Immediately prior to the completion of this offering, there will be 100 shares of common stock outstanding and one stockholder of record.
At that time, we will have no other shares of capital stock outstanding. The following table sets forth certain information, prior to and after this
offering, regarding the ownership of each class of our capital stock by:

�
each of our directors and director nominees;

�
each of our executive officers;

�
each holder of 5% or more of each class of our capital stock; and

�
all of our directors, director nominees and executive officers as a group.

        In accordance with SEC rules, each listed person's beneficial ownership includes:

�
all shares the investor actually owns beneficially or of record;

�
all shares over which the investor has or shares voting or dispositive control (such as in the capacity as a general partner of
an investment fund); and

�
all shares the investor has the right to acquire within 60 days (such as shares of restricted common stock that are currently
vested or which are scheduled to vest within 60 days).

        Unless otherwise indicated, all shares are owned directly, and the indicated person has sole voting and investment power. Except as
indicated in the footnotes to the table below, the business address of the stockholders listed below is the address of our principal executive
office, 385 East Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California 91101.

Percentage of Common Stock Outstanding
Immediately Prior to

this Offering
Immediately After

this Offering(1)

Name and Address Shares Owned Percentage Shares Owned Percentage
Legg Mason, Inc.(2) 100 100% %
Western Asset Management Company(3) � �
M. Christian Mitchell(4) � �
Avedick B. Poladian(4) � �
Richard W. Roll(4) � �
Steven M. Sherwyn(5) � �
James J. Flick(6) � �
Ronald D. Mass(6) � �
All directors, directors nominees and executive
officers as a group (6 persons) � �

(1)
Does not reflect any shares of our common stock reserved for issuance upon exercise of the underwriters' overallotment in full.

(2)
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Legg Mason, Inc. purchased 100 shares of our common stock in connection with our initial capitalization on June 8, 2009.

(3)
Represents (i)             shares of our common stock that will be purchased in the concurrent private placement, at the initial public offering price per
share (which will represent an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters overallotment
option), and (ii) a grant of             shares of our restricted common stock under the Manger Equity Plan upon the completion of this offering and the
concurrent private placement. Western Asset Management Company is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Legg Mason, Inc., a publicly-traded company.

(4)
Represents a grant of our restricted common stock to the director nominee under our Equity Plan upon the completion of this offering and the
concurrent private placement.

(5)
Represents a grant of our restricted common stock to our chief financial officer under our Equity Plan upon the completion of this offering and the
concurrent private placement.

(6)
Represents                        shares of our common stock that will be purchased in the concurrent private placement, at the initial public offering price per
share, for an investment of $1,000,000.
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 CERTAIN RELATIONSHIPS AND RELATED TRANSACTIONS

        Prior to the completion of this offering, we will enter into a management agreement with our Manager, pursuant to which our Manager will
provide the day-to-day management of our operations. The management agreement requires our Manager to manage our business affairs in
conformity with the policies and the investment guidelines that are approved by our board of directors. The management agreement has an initial
three-year term and will be automatically renewed for one-year terms thereafter unless terminated by either us or our Manager. Our Manager is
entitled to receive a termination fee from us, under certain circumstances. We are also obligated to reimburse certain expenses incurred by our
Manager. Our Manager is entitled to receive from us a base management fee. See "Our Manager and the Management Agreement�Management
Agreement."

        Our management agreement is intended to provide us with access to our Manager's pipeline of assets and its personnel and its experience in
capital markets, credit analysis, debt structuring and risk and asset management, as well as assistance with corporate operations, legal and
compliance functions and governance.

        Our chief executive officer and our chief investment officer also serve as officers and employees of our Manager. In addition, two of our
directors, James W. Hirschmann III and James J. Flick, also serve as officers and employees of our Manager. As a result, the management
agreement between us and our Manager was negotiated between related parties, and the terms, including fees and other payments payable, may
not be as favorable to us as if it had been negotiated with an unaffiliated third party. See "Management�Conflicts of Interest" and "Risk
Factors�Risks Associated with Our Relationship With Our Manager�There are conflicts of interest in our relationship with our Manager that could
result in decisions that are not in the best interests of our stockholders."

Related Party Transaction Policies

        To avoid any actual or perceived conflicts of interest with our Manager, the management agreement provides that (i) an investment in any
security structured or managed by our Manager, (ii) any sale of our assets to our Manager and its affiliates or any entity managed by our
Manager and its affiliates, other than the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment Fund, or (iii) any co-investment with an entity managed by our
Manager or any of its affiliates will require the proper approval of our board of directors, including a majority of our independent directors. Our
independent directors expect to establish in advance parameters within which our Manager and its affiliates may act as our counterparty and
provide broker, dealer and lending services to us in order to enable transactions to occur in an orderly and timely manner.

        We also expect our board of directors to adopt a policy regarding the approval of any "related person transaction," which is any transaction
or series of transactions in which we or any of our subsidiaries is or are to be a participant, the amount involved exceeds $120,000, and a "related
person" (as defined under SEC rules) has a direct or indirect material interest. Under the policy, a related person would need to promptly
disclose to our Secretary any related person transaction and all material facts about the transaction. Our Secretary would then assess and
promptly communicate that information to the compensation committee of our board of directors. Based on its consideration of all of the
relevant facts and circumstances, the compensation committee will decide whether or not to approve such transaction and will generally approve
only those transactions that do not create a conflict of interest. If we become aware of an existing related person transaction that has not been
pre-approved under this policy, the transaction will be referred to the compensation committee which will evaluate all options available,
including ratification, revision or termination of such transaction. Our policy requires any director who may be interested in a related person
transaction to recuse himself or herself from any consideration of such related person transaction.
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Restricted Common Stock and Other Equity-Based Awards

        Our Equity Plan provides for grants of restricted common stock and other equity-based awards to our directors and officers and to our
advisors and consultants who are natural persons providing services to us as of the date of grant of the award, up to an aggregate of 1.5% of the
number of shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering, excluding the underwriters overallotment option.

        Our Manager Equity Plan provides for grants of restricted common stock and other equity-based awards to our Manager up to an aggregate
of 3.5% of the number of shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering, excluding the underwriters overallotment option.

Purchases of Common Stock by Affiliates

        Concurrently with the completion of this offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell an aggregate of
                   shares of our common stock to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager at the initial public offering price per
share (which will represent an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters'
overallotment option). No underwriting discount will be paid with respect to these shares. We plan to invest the net proceeds of this offering and
the concurrent private placement in accordance with our investment objectives and the strategies described in this prospectus.

Registration Rights

        We will enter into a registration rights agreement with regard to the common stock owned by our Manager and certain executive officers of
our Manager upon completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement and with regard to any shares of common stock that our
Manager or certain executive officers of our Manager may be granted under the Manager Equity Plan or otherwise. Pursuant to the registration
rights agreement, we will grant to our Manager (1) unlimited demand registration rights to have the shares purchased by our Manager in the
concurrent private placement or granted to it in the future under the Manager Equity Plan registered for resale, and (2) in certain circumstances,
the right to "piggy-back" these shares in registration statements we might file in connection with any future public offering so long as we retain
our Manager as the manager under the management agreement. The registration rights of our Manager with respect to the common stock that
they will purchase in the concurrent private placement will only begin to apply two years after the date of this prospectus. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, any registration will be subject to cutback provisions, and we will be permitted to suspend the use, from time to time, of the
prospectus that is part of the registration statement (and therefore suspend sales under the registration statement) for certain periods, referred to
as "blackout periods."

Limitations on Liability and Indemnification of Officers and Directors

        Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws provide indemnification for our directors and officers to the fullest extent permitted by the
DGCL, except that such directors and officers will not be indemnified to the extent that any such person has committed willful misfeasance, bad
faith, gross negligence or reckless disregard involved in the conduct of such person's duty to or for us. In addition, as permitted by Delaware
law, our certificate of incorporation includes provisions that eliminate the personal liability of our directors for monetary damages resulting from
breaches of certain fiduciary duties as a director. The effect of this provision is to restrict our rights and the rights of our stockholders in
derivative suits to recover monetary damages against a director for breach of fiduciary duties as a director, except that a director will be
personally liable to the extent such director has committed willful misfeasance, bad faith, gross negligence or reckless disregard of such
director's duties involved in the conduct of the office of director.
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        Following completion of this offering, we may enter into indemnification agreements with each of our directors and executive officers that
would provide for indemnification to the maximum extent permitted by Delaware law.

        These provisions may be held not to be enforceable for violations of the federal securities laws of the United States.
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 DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

The following is a summary of the rights and preferences of our capital stock and preferred stock and related provisions of our certificate
of incorporation and bylaws as they will be in effect upon the closing of this offering. While we believe that the following description covers the
material terms of our capital stock, the description may not contain all of the information that is important to you. We encourage you to read
carefully this entire prospectus, our certificate of incorporation and bylaws and the other documents we refer to for a more complete
understanding of our capital stock. Copies of our certificate of incorporation and bylaws are filed as exhibits to the registration statement of
which this prospectus is a part. See "Where You Can Find More Information."

General

        Our certificate of incorporation provides that we may issue up to 500,000,000 shares of common stock and 100,000,000 shares of preferred
stock, both having par value $0.01 per share. After giving effect to this offering and the other transactions described in this
prospectus,               shares of our common stock will be issued and outstanding on a fully diluted basis (               shares if the underwriters'
overallotment option is exercised in full), and no shares of preferred stock will be issued and outstanding.

Common Stock

Voting Rights

        Subject to the restrictions contained in our certificate of incorporation regarding the transfer and ownership of our capital stock and except
as may otherwise be specified in the terms of any class or series of common stock, our common stockholders will be entitled to one vote per
share. Our common stockholders will not be entitled to cumulate their votes in the election of directors. Generally, all matters to be voted on by
stockholders must be approved by a majority (or, in the case of election of directors, by a plurality) of the votes entitled to be cast by all holders
of our common stock present in person or represented by proxy, voting together as a single class. Except as otherwise provided by law,
amendments to our certificate of incorporation must be approved by a majority or, in some cases, a super-majority of the combined voting power
of all shares of common stock, voting together as a single class.

Dividend Rights

        Subject to the restrictions contained in our certificate of incorporation regarding the transfer and ownership of our capital stock, our
common stockholders will share ratably (based on the number of common shares held) if and when any dividend is declared by our board of
directors. Dividends consisting of common stock may be paid only as follows: (i) common stock may be paid only to holders of common stock;
and (ii) shares shall be paid proportionally with respect to each outstanding common share. We may not subdivide or combine shares of any
class of common stock or issue a dividend on shares of any class of common stock without at the same time proportionally subdividing or
combining shares of any other class or issuing a similar dividend on any other class.

Liquidation Rights

        Upon our liquidation, dissolution or winding up, each of our common stockholders will be entitled to a pro rata dividend of any assets
available for dividend to common stockholders.
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Other Matters

        In the event of our merger or consolidation with or into another company in connection with which shares of common stock are converted
into or exchangeable for shares of stock, other securities or property (including cash), our common stockholders will be entitled to receive the
same kind and amount of shares of stock and other securities and property (including cash). No shares of our common stock will be subject to
redemption or have preemptive rights to purchase additional shares. Upon completion of this offering, all the outstanding shares of common
stock will be validly issued, fully paid and non-assessable.

Preferred Stock

        Our certificate of incorporation provides that our board of directors has the authority, without action by the stockholders, to designate and
issue up to 100,000,000 shares of preferred stock in one or more classes or series and to fix the rights, preferences, privileges and restrictions of
each class or series of preferred stock, including dividend rights, conversion rights, voting rights, terms of redemption, liquidation preferences
and the number of shares constituting any class or series, which may be greater than the rights of the holders of the common stock. There will be
no shares of preferred stock outstanding immediately after the completion of this offering. Any issuance of shares of preferred stock could
adversely affect the voting power of holders of common stock, and the likelihood that the holders will receive dividend payments and payments
upon liquidation could have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control. We have no present plans to issue any shares of
preferred stock.

Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer of Our Capital Stock

        In order to qualify as a REIT under the Internal Revenue Code for each taxable year beginning after December 31, 2009, our shares of
capital stock must be beneficially owned by 100 or more persons during at least 335 days of a taxable year of 12 months or during a
proportionate part of a shorter taxable year. Also, for our taxable years beginning after December 31, 2009, no more than 50% of the value of
our outstanding shares of capital stock may be owned, directly or constructively, by five or fewer individuals (as defined in the Internal Revenue
Code to include certain entities) during the second half of any calendar year.

        Our certificate of incorporation, subject to certain exceptions, contains restrictions on the number of shares of our capital stock that a person
may own and may prohibit certain entities from owning our shares. Our certificate of incorporation provides that (subject to certain exceptions
described below) no person may beneficially or constructively own, or be deemed to own by virtue of the attribution provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code, more than 9.8% in value or in number of shares, whichever is more restrictive, of our common or capital stock. Pursuant to our
certificate of incorporation, our board of directors has the power to increase or decrease the percentage of common or capital stock that a person
may beneficially or constructively own. However, any decreased stock ownership limit will not apply to any person whose percentage
ownership of our common or capital stock, as the case may be, is in excess of such decreased stock ownership limit until that person's
percentage ownership of our common or capital stock, as the case may be, equals or falls below the decreased stock ownership limit. Until such
a person's percentage ownership of our common or capital stock, as the case may be, falls below such decreased stock ownership limit, any
further acquisition of common stock will be in violation of the decreased stock ownership limit. If our board of directors changes the stock
ownership limit, it will (i) notify each stockholder of record of any such change, and (ii) publicly announce any such change, in each case at least
30 days prior to the effective date of such change.

        Our certificate of incorporation also prohibits any person from beneficially or constructively owning shares of our capital stock that would
result in our being "closely held" under Section 856(h) of
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the Internal Revenue Code or otherwise cause us to fail to qualify as a REIT and from transferring shares of our capital stock if the transfer
would result in our capital stock being beneficially owned by fewer than 100 persons. In addition, no such person may own an interest in any
tenant that would cause us to own, actually or constructively, more than a 9.9% interest in such tenant. Any person who acquires or attempts or
intends to acquire beneficial or constructive ownership of shares of our capital stock that will or may violate any of the foregoing restrictions on
transferability and ownership, or who is the intended transferee of shares of our capital stock that are transferred to the trust (as described
below), is required to give written notice immediately to us and provide us with such other information as we may request in order to determine
the effect of such transfer on our qualification as a REIT. The foregoing restrictions on transferability and ownership will not apply if our board
of directors determines that it is no longer in our best interests to attempt to qualify, or to continue to qualify, as a REIT.

        Our board of directors, in its sole discretion, may exempt a person from the foregoing restrictions. The person seeking an exemption must
provide to our board of directors such conditions, representations and undertakings as our board of directors may deem reasonably necessary to
conclude that granting the exemption will not cause us to lose our qualification as a REIT. Our board of directors may also require a ruling from
the IRS or an opinion of counsel in order to determine or ensure our qualification as a REIT in the context of granting such exemptions.

        Any attempted transfer of our capital stock which, if effective, would result in a violation of the foregoing restrictions will cause the
number of shares causing the violation (rounded up to the nearest whole share) to be automatically transferred to a trust for the exclusive benefit
of one or more charitable beneficiaries, and the proposed transferee will not acquire any rights in such shares. The automatic transfer will be
deemed to be effective as of the close of business on the business day (as defined in our certificate of incorporation) prior to the date of the
transfer. If, for any reason, the transfer to the trust does not occur or would not prevent a violation of the restrictions on ownership contained in
our certificate of incorporation, our certificate of incorporation provides that the purported transfer will be void ab initio. Shares of our capital
stock held in the trust will be issued and outstanding shares. The proposed transferee will not benefit economically from ownership of any shares
of our capital stock held in the trust, will have no rights to dividends and no rights to vote or other rights attributable to the shares of capital
stock held in the trust. The trustee of the trust will have all voting rights and rights to dividends or other distributions with respect to shares held
in the trust. These rights will be exercised for the exclusive benefit of the charitable beneficiary. Any dividend or other distribution paid prior to
our discovery that shares of capital stock have been transferred to the trust will be paid by the recipient to the trustee upon demand. Any
dividend or other distribution authorized but unpaid will be paid when due to the trustee. Any dividend or distribution paid to the trustee will be
held in trust for the charitable beneficiary. Subject to Delaware law, the trustee will have the authority to rescind as void any vote cast by the
proposed transferee prior to our discovery that the shares have been transferred to the trust and to recast the vote in accordance with the desires
of the trustee acting for the benefit of the charitable beneficiary. However, if we have already taken irreversible corporate action, then the trustee
will not have the authority to rescind and recast the vote.

        Within 20 days of receiving notice from us that shares of our capital stock have been transferred to the trust, the trustee will sell the shares
to a person designated by the trustee, whose ownership of the shares will not violate the above ownership limitations. Upon such sale, the
interest of the charitable beneficiary in the shares sold will terminate and the trustee will distribute the net proceeds of the sale to the proposed
transferee and to the charitable beneficiary as follows: the proposed transferee will receive the lesser of (1) the price paid by the proposed
transferee for the shares or, if the proposed transferee did not give value for the shares in connection with the event causing the shares to be held
in the trust (e.g., a gift, devise or other similar transaction), the market price (as defined in our certificate of incorporation) of the shares on the
day of the event causing the shares to be held in the
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trust and (2) the price received by the trustee from the sale or other disposition of the shares. Any net sale proceeds in excess of the amount
payable to the proposed transferee will be paid immediately to the charitable beneficiary. If, prior to our discovery that shares of our capital
stock have been transferred to the trust, the shares are sold by the proposed transferee, then (1) the shares shall be deemed to have been sold on
behalf of the trust and (2) to the extent that the proposed transferee received an amount for the shares that exceeds the amount the proposed
transferee was entitled to receive, the excess shall be paid to the trustee upon demand.

        In addition, shares of our capital stock held in the trust will be deemed to have been offered for sale to us, or our designee, at a price per
share equal to the lesser of the price per share in the transaction that resulted in the transfer to the trust (or, in the case of a devise or gift, the
market price at the time of the devise or gift) and the market price on the date we, or our designee, accept the offer. We will have the right to
accept the offer until the trustee has sold the shares. Upon a sale to us, the interest of the charitable beneficiary in the shares sold will terminate
and the trustee will distribute the net proceeds of the sale to the proposed transferee.

        Every owner of more than 5% (or such lower percentage as required by the Internal Revenue Code or the regulations promulgated
thereunder) in number or in value of all classes or series of our capital stock, including shares of our common stock, within 30 days after the end
of each taxable year, will be required to give written notice to us stating the name and address of such owner, the number of shares of each class
and series of shares of our capital stock that the owner beneficially owns and a description of the manner in which the shares are held. Each
owner shall provide to us such additional information as we may request to determine the effect, if any, of the beneficial ownership on our
qualification as a REIT and to ensure compliance with the ownership limitations. In addition, each such owner shall, upon demand, be required
to provide to us such information as we may request, in good faith, to determine our qualification as a REIT and to comply with the
requirements of any taxing authority or governmental authority or to determine such compliance and to ensure compliance with the 9.8%
ownership limitations in our certificate of incorporation.

        Our board of directors may impose additional terms of ownership and ownership restrictions on our stock in order to comply with
U.S. Government financing requirements, including, but not limited to: (i) ownership restrictions limiting non-U.S. Government control of us to
the level permitted under the TALF; and (ii) because our Manager was selected to be a pre-qualified PPIP manager, periodic disclosure to the
Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury regarding each stockholder that holds 10% or more of our equity interests.

        These ownership limitations could delay, defer or prevent a transaction or a change in control that might involve a premium price for our
common stock or might otherwise be in the best interests of our stockholders.

Anti-Takeover Effects of Delaware Law and Our Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

        Our certificate of incorporation, which will be filed with the State of Delaware and become effective immediately prior to the completion of
this offering, and bylaws contain provisions that are intended to enhance the likelihood of continuity and stability in the composition of our
board of directors and that may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a future takeover or change in control of our company unless
the takeover or change in control is approved by our board of
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directors. In addition to the above-described restrictions regarding the transfer and ownership of our capital stock, these provisions include the
following:

Stockholder Action by Written Consent

        Our certificate of incorporation provides that stockholder action may not be taken by written consent in lieu of a meeting and that
stockholder action may be taken only at an annual or special meeting of stockholders.

Elimination of the Ability to Call Special Meetings

        Our bylaws provide that, except as otherwise required by law, special meetings of our stockholders can only be called by our president,
pursuant to a resolution adopted by a majority of our board of directors or a committee of our board of directors that has been duly designated by
our board of directors and whose powers and authority include the power to call such meetings, or by the chairman of our board of directors.
Stockholders are not permitted to call a special meeting or to require our board of directors to call a special meeting.

Removal of Directors; Board of Directors Vacancies

        Our certificate of incorporation provides that members of our board of directors may only be removed for cause, and only with the
affirmative vote of the holders of at least 66% of the combined voting power of all the shares of all classes of our capital stock entitled to vote
generally in the election of directors. Our bylaws provide that only our board of directors may fill vacant directorships. These provisions would
prevent a stockholder from gaining control of our board of directors by removing incumbent directors and filling the resulting vacancies with
such stockholder's own nominees.

Amendment of Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

        The DGCL provides generally that the affirmative vote of a majority of the outstanding shares entitled to vote is required to amend or
repeal a corporation's certificate of incorporation or bylaws, unless the certificate of incorporation requires a greater percentage. Our certificate
of incorporation generally requires the approval of both a majority of the combined voting power of all the classes of shares of our capital stock
entitled to vote generally in the election of directors and a majority of the members of our board of directors to amend any provisions of our
certificate of incorporation, except that provisions of our certificate of incorporation relating to the powers, numbers, classes, elections, terms
and removal of our directors, as well as the ability to fill vacancies on our board of directors requires the affirmative vote of at least 66% of the
combined voting power of all the shares of all classes of our capital stock entitled to vote generally in the election of directors. In addition, our
certificate of incorporation (i) grants our board of directors the authority to amend and repeal our bylaws without a stockholder vote in any
manner not inconsistent with the DGCL and (ii) requires that stockholders may only amend our bylaws with the affirmative vote of 66% of the
combined voting power of all the shares of all classes of our capital stock entitled to vote generally in the election of directors.

        The foregoing provisions of our certificate of incorporation and bylaws could discourage potential acquisition proposals and could delay or
prevent a change in control. These provisions are intended to enhance the likelihood of continuity and stability in the composition of our board
of directors and in the policies formulated by our board of directors and to discourage certain types of transactions that may involve an actual or
threatened change of control. These provisions are designed to reduce our vulnerability to an unsolicited acquisition proposal. The provisions
also are intended to discourage certain tactics that may be used in proxy fights. However, such provisions could have the effect of discouraging
others from making tender offers for our shares and, as a consequence, they also may
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inhibit fluctuations in the market price of our common stock that could result from actual or rumored takeover attempts. Such provisions also
may have the effect of preventing changes in our management or delaying or preventing a transaction that might benefit you or other minority
stockholders.

Section 203 of the DGCL

        We will not be subject to Section 203 of the DGCL, an anti-takeover law. In general, Section 203 prohibits a publicly-held Delaware
corporation from engaging in a "business combination" with an "interested stockholder" for a period of three years following the date the person
became an interested stockholder, unless (with certain exceptions) the "business combination" or the transaction in which the person became an
interested stockholder is approved in a prescribed manner. Generally, a "business combination" includes a merger, asset or stock sale, or other
transaction resulting in a financial benefit to the interested stockholder. Generally, an "interested stockholder" is a person who, together with
affiliates and associates, owns (or within three years prior to the determination of interested stockholder status, did own) 15% or more of a
corporation's voting stock. In our certificate of incorporation, we have elected not to be bound by Section 203 of the DGCL.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

        We expect that the transfer agent and registrar for our shares of common stock will be American Stock Transfer and Trust Company.
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 SHARES ELIGIBLE FOR FUTURE SALE

        After giving effect to this offering and the other transactions described in this prospectus, we will have                shares of common stock
outstanding on a fully diluted basis. Our shares of common stock are newly-issued securities for which there is no established trading market. No
assurance can be given as to (1) the likelihood that an active market for our shares of common stock will develop, (2) the liquidity of any such
market, (3) the ability of the stockholders to sell the shares or (4) the prices that stockholders may obtain for any of the shares. No prediction can
be made as to the effect, if any, that future sales of shares or the availability of shares for future sale will have on the market price prevailing
from time to time. Sales of substantial amounts of shares of common stock, or the perception that such sales could occur, may affect adversely
prevailing market prices of our shares of common stock. See "Risk Factors�Risks Related to Our Common Stock."

        For a description of certain restrictions on transfers of our shares of common stock held by certain of our stockholders, see "Description of
Capital Stock�Restrictions on Ownership and Transfer of Our Capital Stock."

Future Shares of Common Stock and Outstanding Restricted Common Stock

        Upon completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement, we will have reserved for issuance up to an aggregate of 5% of the
number of shares of our common stock issued to the public in this offering under our equity incentive plans. Effective as of the completion of
this offering and concurrent private placement, we will grant awards of an aggregate of             shares of our restricted common stock under the
Equity Plan to our three director nominees and our chief financial officer. See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans�Equity Plan." Effective as of
the completion of this offering and concurrent private placement, we will grant to our Manager or employees of our Manager             shares of
our restricted common stock under the Manager Equity Plan. See "Management�Equity Incentive Plans�Manager Equity Plan." We will enter into
a registration rights agreement with regard to the common stock owned by our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager upon
completion of this offering and the concurrent private placement and with regard to any shares of common stock that our Manager or certain
executive officers of our Manager may be granted under the Manager Equity Plan or otherwise. See "Certain Relationships and Related
Transactions�Registration Rights."

Rule 144

        After giving effect to this offering and the transactions described in this prospectus on a fully-diluted basis,               of our outstanding
shares of common stock will be "restricted" securities under the meaning of Rule 144 under the Securities Act, and may not be sold in the
absence of registration under the Securities Act unless an exemption from registration is available, including the exemption provided by
Rule 144.

        In general, under Rule 144 under the Securities Act, a person (or persons whose shares are aggregated) who is not deemed to have been an
affiliate of ours at any time during the three months preceding a sale, and who has beneficially owned restricted securities within the meaning of
Rule 144 for at least six months (including any period of consecutive ownership of preceding non-affiliated holders) would be entitled to sell
those shares, subject only to the availability of current public information about us. A non-affiliated person who has beneficially owned
restricted securities within the meaning of Rule 144 for at least one year would be entitled to sell those shares without regard to the provisions of
Rule 144.

        A person (or persons whose shares are aggregated) who is deemed to be an affiliate of ours and who has beneficially owned restricted
securities within the meaning of Rule 144 for at least six months would be entitled to sell within any three-month period a number of shares that
does not exceed the
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greater of 1% of the then outstanding shares of our common stock or the average weekly trading volume of our common stock during the four
calendar weeks preceding such sale. Such sales are also subject to certain manner of sale provisions, notice requirements and the availability of
current public information about us (which requires that we are current in our periodic reports under the Exchange Act).

Lock-Up Agreements

        Our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager have agreed with the underwriters to a lock-up period relating to the shares of
common stock purchased by them in the concurrent private placement that will expire at the date which is two years following the date of this
prospectus. In addition, we and our Manager have, and each of our directors and executive officers and each executive officer of our Manager
has, agreed not to offer, pledge, sell, contract to sell or otherwise dispose of or hedge, or enter into any transaction that is designed to, or could
be expected to, result in the disposition of any shares of our common stock or other securities convertible into or exchangeable or exercisable for
shares of our common stock or derivatives of our common stock owned by us or any of these persons prior to this offering or common stock
issuable upon exercise of options or warrants held by these persons for a period of 180 days after the date of this prospectus without the prior
written consent of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. and Citigroup Global Markets Inc.
However, each of our directors and executive officers and each executive officer of our Manager may transfer or dispose of our shares during
this 180-day "lock-up" period in the case of gifts or for estate planning purposes where the donee agrees to a similar lock-up agreement for the
remainder of this 180-day "lock-up" period. We are not a party to the lock-up agreements to which each of our directors, executive officers, and
each executive officer of our Manager is a party.

        In the event that either (1) during the last 17 days of the lock-up periods described in the preceding paragraph, we release earnings results or
material news or a material event relating to us occurs, or (2) prior to the expiration of the lock-up periods, we announce that we will release
earnings results during the 16-day period beginning on the last day of the respective lock-up period, then, in either case, the expiration of such
lock-up period will be extended to the expiration of the 18-day period beginning on the date of the release of the earnings results or the
occurrence of the material news or event, as applicable, unless Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank
Securities Inc. and Citigroup Global Markets Inc. waive, in writing, such an extension.

        There are no agreements between Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. and Citigroup Global
Markets Inc. and any of our stockholders or affiliates releasing them from these lock-up agreements prior to the expiration of the lock-up periods
described above.
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 MATERIAL U.S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX CONSIDERATIONS

        The following is a summary of the material United States federal income tax consequences of an investment in common stock of Western
Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation. For purposes of this section under the heading "Material U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations,"
references to "Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation," "we," "our" and "us" mean only Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation and
not its subsidiaries or other lower-tier entities, except as otherwise indicated. This summary is based upon the Internal Revenue Code, the
regulations promulgated by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, rulings and other administrative pronouncements issued by the IRS, and
judicial decisions, all as currently in effect, and all of which are subject to differing interpretations or to change, possibly with retroactive effect.
No assurance can be given that the IRS would not assert, or that a court would not sustain, a position contrary to any of the tax consequences
described below. We have not sought and will not seek an advance ruling from the IRS regarding any matter discussed in this prospectus. The
summary is also based upon the assumption that we will operate Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation and its subsidiaries and affiliated
entities in accordance with their applicable organizational documents. This summary is for general information only and is not tax advice. It
does not purport to discuss all aspects of federal income taxation that may be important to a particular investor in light of its investment or tax
circumstances, or to investors subject to special tax rules, such as:

�
financial institutions;

�
insurance companies;

�
broker-dealers;

�
regulated investment companies;

�
partnerships and trusts;

�
persons who hold our stock on behalf of other persons as nominees;

�
persons who receive our stock through the exercise of employee stock options or otherwise as compensation;

�
persons holding our stock as part of a "straddle," "hedge," "conversion transaction," "synthetic security" or other integrated
investment;

and, except to the extent discussed below:

�
tax-exempt organizations; and

�
foreign investors.

        This summary assumes that investors will hold their common stock as a capital asset, which generally means as property held for
investment.

The U.S. federal income tax treatment of holders of our common stock depends in some instances on determinations of fact and
interpretations of complex provisions of U.S. federal income tax law for which no clear precedent or authority may be available. In
addition, the tax consequences to any particular stockholder of holding our common stock will depend on the stockholder's particular
tax circumstances. For example, a stockholder that is a partnership or trust that has issued an equity interest to certain types of tax
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"�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income" below. A similar tax
may be payable by persons who hold our stock as nominees on behalf of tax exempt organizations. You are urged to consult your tax
advisor regarding the federal, state, local, and foreign
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income and other tax consequences to you in light of your particular investment or tax circumstances of acquiring, holding, exchanging,
or otherwise disposing of our common stock.

Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

        We intend to elect to be taxed as a REIT, commencing with our initial taxable year ending December 31, 2009, upon the filing of our U.S.
federal income tax return for such year. We believe that we have been organized, and expect to operate in such a manner as to qualify for
taxation as a REIT.

        The law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP has acted as our tax counsel in connection with our formation and election to
be taxed as a REIT. In connection with this offering of our common stock, we expect to receive an opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP to the effect that we have been organized in conformity with the requirements for qualification and taxation as a REIT under the
Internal Revenue Code, and that our proposed method of operation will enable us to meet the requirements for qualification and taxation as a
REIT. It must be emphasized that the opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP will be based on various assumptions relating to
our organization and operation, and will be conditioned upon fact-based representations and covenants made by our management regarding our
organization, assets, and income, and the present and future conduct of our business operations. While we intend to operate so that we will
qualify as a REIT, given the highly complex nature of the rules governing REITs, the ongoing importance of factual determinations, and the
possibility of future changes in our circumstances, no assurance can be given by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP or by us that we
will qualify as a REIT for any particular year. The opinion will be expressed as of the date issued. Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
will have no obligation to advise us or our stockholders of any subsequent change in the matters stated, represented or assumed, or of any
subsequent change in the applicable law. You should be aware that opinions of counsel are not binding on the IRS, and no assurance can be
given that the IRS will not challenge the conclusions set forth in such opinions.

        Qualification and taxation as a REIT depends on our ability to meet on a continuing basis, through actual operating results, distribution
levels, and diversity of stock and asset ownership, various qualification requirements imposed upon REITs by the Internal Revenue Code, the
compliance with which will not be reviewed by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. Our ability to qualify as a REIT also requires that
we satisfy certain asset tests, some of which depend upon the fair market values of assets that we own directly or indirectly. Such values may not
be susceptible to a precise determination. Accordingly, no assurance can be given that the actual results of our operations for any taxable year
will satisfy such requirements for qualification and taxation as a REIT.

Taxation of REITs in General

        As indicated above, our qualification and taxation as a REIT depends upon our ability to meet, on a continuing basis, various qualification
requirements imposed upon REITs by the Internal Revenue Code. The material qualification requirements are summarized below under
"�Requirements for Qualification�General." While we intend to operate so that we qualify as a REIT, no assurance can be given that the IRS will
not challenge our qualification, or that we will be able to operate in accordance with the REIT requirements in the future. See "�Failure to
Qualify."

        Provided that we qualify as a REIT, we generally will be entitled to a deduction for dividends that we pay and therefore will not be subject
to federal corporate income tax on our taxable income that is currently distributed to our stockholders. This treatment substantially eliminates the
"double taxation" at the corporate and stockholder levels that generally results from investment in a corporation. In general, the income that we
generate is taxed only at the stockholder level upon a distribution of dividends to our stockholders.
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        For tax years through 2010, most domestic stockholders that are individuals, trusts or estates are taxed on corporate dividends at a
maximum rate of 15% (the same as long-term capital gains). With limited exceptions, however, dividends from us or from other entities that are
taxed as REITs are generally not eligible for this rate and will continue to be taxed at rates applicable to ordinary income, which will be as high
as 35% through 2010. See "�Taxation of Stockholders�Taxation of Taxable Domestic Stockholders�Distributions."

        Any net operating losses, foreign tax credits and other tax attributes generally do not pass through to our stockholders, subject to special
rules for certain items such as the capital gains that we recognize. See "�Taxation of Stockholders."

        If we qualify as a REIT, we will nonetheless be subject to federal tax in the following circumstances:

�
We will be taxed at regular corporate rates on any undistributed taxable income, including undistributed net capital gains.

�
We may be subject to the "alternative minimum tax" on our items of tax preference, including any deductions of net
operating losses.

�
If we have net income from prohibited transactions, which are, in general, sales or other dispositions of inventory or property
held primarily for sale to customers in the ordinary course of business, other than foreclosure property, such income will be
subject to a 100% tax. See "�Prohibited Transactions" and "�Foreclosure Property" below.

�
If we elect to treat property that we acquire in connection with a foreclosure of a mortgage loan or certain leasehold
terminations as "foreclosure property", we may thereby avoid the 100% tax on gain from a resale of that property (if the sale
would otherwise constitute a prohibited transaction), but the income from the sale or operation of the property may be
subject to corporate income tax at the highest applicable rate (currently 35%).

�
If we derive "excess inclusion income" from an interest in certain mortgage loan securitization structures (i.e., a taxable
mortgage pool, or TMP, or a residual interest in a real estate mortgage investment conduit, or REMIC), we could be subject
to corporate level U.S. federal income tax at a 35% rate to the extent that such income is allocable to specified types of
tax-exempt stockholders known as "disqualified organizations" that are not subject to unrelated business income tax. See
"�Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income" below.

�
If we fail to satisfy the 75% gross income test or the 95% gross income test, as discussed below, but nonetheless maintain
our qualification as a REIT because we satisfy other requirements, we will be subject to a 100% tax on an amount based on
the magnitude of the failure, as adjusted to reflect the profit margin associated with our gross income.

�
If we violate the asset tests (other than certain de minimis violations) or other requirements applicable to REITs, as described
below, and yet maintain our qualification as a REIT because there is reasonable cause for the failure and other applicable
requirements are met, we may be subject to a penalty tax. In that case, the amount of the penalty tax will be at least $50,000
per failure, and, in the case of certain asset test failures, will be determined as the amount of net income generated by the
assets in question multiplied by the highest corporate tax rate (currently 35%) if that amount exceeds $50,000 per failure.

�
If we fail to distribute during each calendar year at least the sum of (a) 85% of our REIT ordinary income for such year,
(b) 95% of our REIT capital gain net income for such year, and (c) any undistributed taxable income from prior periods, we
would be subject to a non-deductible 4% excise tax on the excess of the required distribution over the sum of (i) the
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amounts that we actually distributed, and (ii) the amounts we retained and upon which we paid income tax at the corporate
level.

�
We may be required to pay monetary penalties to the IRS in certain circumstances, including if we fail to meet record
keeping requirements intended to monitor our compliance with rules relating to the composition of a REIT's stockholders, as
described below in "�Requirements for Qualification�General."

�
A 100% tax may be imposed on transactions between us and a TRS (as defined below) that do not reflect arm's length terms.

�
If we acquire appreciated assets from a corporation that is not a REIT (i.e., a corporation taxable under subchapter C of the
Internal Revenue Code) in a transaction in which the adjusted tax basis of the assets in our hands is determined by reference
to the adjusted tax basis of the assets in the hands of the subchapter C corporation, we may be subject to tax on such
appreciation at the highest corporate income tax rate then applicable if we subsequently recognize gain on a disposition of
any such assets during the ten-year period following their acquisition from the subchapter C corporation.

�
The earnings of any subsidiaries that are subchapter C corporations, including any TRSs (as defined below), are subject to
federal corporate income tax.

        In addition, we and our subsidiaries may be subject to a variety of taxes, including payroll taxes and state, local, and foreign income,
property and other taxes on our assets and operations. We could also be subject to tax in situations and on transactions not presently
contemplated.

Requirements for Qualification�General

        The Internal Revenue Code defines a REIT as a corporation, trust or association:

        (1)   that is managed by one or more trustees or directors;

        (2)   the beneficial ownership of which is evidenced by transferable shares, or by transferable certificates of beneficial interest;

        (3)   that would be taxable as a domestic corporation but for the special Internal Revenue Code provisions applicable to REITs;

        (4)   that is neither a financial institution nor an insurance company subject to specific provisions of the Internal Revenue Code;

        (5)   the beneficial ownership of which is held by 100 or more persons;

        (6)   in which, during the last half of each taxable year, not more than 50% in value of the outstanding stock is owned, directly or
indirectly, by five or fewer "individuals" (as defined in the Internal Revenue Code to include specified tax-exempt entities); and

        (7)   that meets other tests described below, including with respect to the nature of its income and assets.

        The Internal Revenue Code provides that conditions (1) through (4) must be met during the entire taxable year, and that condition (5) must
be met during at least 335 days of a taxable year of 12 months, or during a proportionate part of a shorter taxable year. Conditions (5) and (6)
need not be met during a corporation's initial tax year as a REIT (which, in our case, will be 2009). Our certificate of incorporation provides
restrictions regarding the ownership and transfers of our stock, which are intended to assist us in satisfying the stock ownership requirements
described in conditions (5) and (6) above.
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        To monitor compliance with the stock ownership requirements, we generally are required to maintain records regarding the actual
ownership of our stock. To do so, we must demand written statements each year from the record holders of significant percentages of our stock
pursuant to which the record holders must disclose the actual owners of the stock (i.e., the persons required to include our dividends in their
gross income). We must maintain a list of those persons failing or refusing to comply with this demand as part of our records. We could be
subject to monetary penalties if we fail to comply with these record keeping requirements. If you fail or refuse to comply with the demands, you
will be required by U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations to submit a statement with your tax return disclosing the actual ownership of
our stock and other information.

        In addition, a corporation generally may not elect to become a REIT unless its taxable year is the calendar year. We intend to adopt
December 31 as our year end, and thereby satisfy this requirement.

        The Internal Revenue Code provides relief from violations of the REIT gross income requirements, as described below under "�Income
Tests," in cases where a violation is due to reasonable cause and not to willful neglect, and other requirements are met, including the payment of
a penalty tax that is based upon the magnitude of the violation. In addition, certain provisions of the Internal Revenue Code extend similar relief
in the case of certain violations of the REIT asset requirements (see "�Asset Tests" below) and other REIT requirements, again provided that the
violation is due to reasonable cause and not willful neglect, and other conditions are met, including the payment of a penalty tax. If we fail to
satisfy any of the various REIT requirements, there can be no assurance that these relief provisions would be available to enable us to maintain
our qualification as a REIT, and, if such relief provisions are available, the amount of any resultant penalty tax could be substantial.

Effect of Subsidiary Entities

        Ownership of Partnership Interests.    If we are a partner in an entity that is treated as a partnership for U.S. federal income tax purposes,
U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations provide that we are deemed to own our proportionate share of the partnership's assets, and to earn
our proportionate share of the partnership's income, for purposes of the asset and gross income tests applicable to REITs. Our proportionate
share of a partnership's assets and income is based on our capital interest in the partnership (except that for purposes of the 10% asset test, our
proportionate share of the partnership's assets is based on our proportionate interest in the equity and certain debt securities issued by the
partnership). In addition, the assets and gross income of the partnership are deemed to retain the same character in our hands. Thus, our
proportionate share of the assets and items of income of any of our subsidiary partnerships will be treated as our assets and items of income for
purposes of applying the REIT requirements.

        Disregarded Subsidiaries.    If we own a corporate subsidiary that is a "qualified REIT subsidiary," that subsidiary is generally disregarded
for U.S. federal income tax purposes, and all of the subsidiary's assets, liabilities and items of income, deduction and credit are treated as our
assets, liabilities and items of income, deduction and credit, including for purposes of the gross income and asset tests applicable to REITs. A
qualified REIT subsidiary is any corporation, other than a TRS (as described below) that is directly or indirectly wholly-owned by a REIT. Other
entities that are wholly-owned by us, including single member limited liability companies that have not elected to be taxed as corporations for
U.S. federal income tax purposes, are also generally disregarded as separate entities for U.S. federal income tax purposes, including for purposes
of the REIT income and asset tests. Disregarded subsidiaries, along with any partnerships in which we hold an equity interest, are sometimes
referred to herein as "pass-through subsidiaries."

        In the event that a disregarded subsidiary of ours ceases to be wholly-owned�for example, if any equity interest in the subsidiary is acquired
by a person other than us or another disregarded subsidiary
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of ours�the subsidiary's separate existence would no longer be disregarded for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Instead, the subsidiary would
have multiple owners and would be treated as either a partnership or a taxable corporation. Such an event could, depending on the
circumstances, adversely affect our ability to satisfy the various asset and gross income requirements applicable to REITs, including the
requirement that REITs generally may not own, directly or indirectly, more than 10% of the securities of another corporation. See "�Income
Tests" and "�Asset Tests."

        Taxable Subsidiaries.    In general, we may jointly elect with a subsidiary corporation, whether or not wholly-owned, to treat such
subsidiary corporation as a TRS. We generally may not own more than 10% of the securities of a taxable corporation, as measured by voting
power or value, unless we and such corporation elect to treat such corporation as a TRS. The separate existence of a TRS or other taxable
corporation is not ignored for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Accordingly, a TRS or other taxable corporation generally would be subject to
corporate income tax on its earnings, which may reduce the cash flow that we and our subsidiaries generate in the aggregate, and may reduce our
ability to make distributions to our stockholders.

        We are not treated as holding the assets of a TRS or other taxable subsidiary corporation or as receiving any income that the subsidiary
earns. Rather, the stock issued by a taxable subsidiary to us is an asset in our hands, and we treat the dividends paid to us from such taxable
subsidiary, if any, as income. This treatment can affect our income and asset test calculations, as described below. Because we do not include the
assets and income of TRSs or other taxable subsidiary corporations in determining our compliance with the REIT requirements, we may use
such entities to undertake indirectly activities that the REIT rules might otherwise preclude us from doing directly or through pass-through
subsidiaries. For example, we may use TRSs or other taxable subsidiary corporations to conduct activities that give rise to certain categories of
income such as management fees or to conduct activities that, if conducted by us directly, could be treated in our hands as prohibited
transactions.

        The TRS rules limit the deductibility of interest paid or accrued by a TRS to its parent REIT to assure that the TRS is subject to an
appropriate level of corporate taxation. Accordingly, if we lend money to a TRS, the TRS may be unable to deduct all or a part of the interest
paid on that loan, and the lack of an interest deduction could result in a material increase in the amount of tax paid by the TRS. Further, the rules
impose a 100% excise tax on transactions between a TRS and its parent REIT or the REIT's tenants that are not conducted on an arm's length
basis. We intend that all of our transactions with our TRSs, if any, will be conducted on an arm's length basis.

        We may hold a significant amount of assets in one or more TRSs, subject to the limitation that securities in TRSs may not represent more
than 25% of our assets. In general, we intend that loans that we acquire with an intention of selling in a manner that might expose us to a 100%
tax on "prohibited transactions" will be acquired by a TRS.

Income Tests

        In order to qualify as a REIT, we must satisfy two gross income requirements on an annual basis. First, at least 75% of our gross income for
each taxable year, excluding gross income from sales of inventory or dealer property in "prohibited transactions" and certain hedging
transactions, generally must be derived from investments relating to real property or mortgages on real property, including interest income
derived from mortgage loans secured by real property (including certain types of mortgage backed securities), "rents from real property,"
dividends received from other REITs, and gains from the sale of real estate assets, as well as specified income from temporary investments.
Second, at least 95% of our gross income in each taxable year, excluding gross income from prohibited transactions and certain hedging
transactions, must be derived from some combination of income that qualifies under the 75% gross income test described above, as well as other
dividends, interest, and gain from the sale or disposition of stock or securities, which need not have any relation to real
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property. Income and gain from certain hedging transactions will be excluded from both the numerator and the denominator for purposes of both
the 75% and 95% gross income tests.

        Interest income constitutes qualifying mortgage interest for purposes of the 75% gross income test (as described above) to the extent that
the obligation upon which such interest is paid is secured by a mortgage on real property. If we receive interest income with respect to a
mortgage loan that is secured by both real property and other property, and the highest principal amount of the loan outstanding during a taxable
year exceeds the fair market value of the real property on the date that we acquired or originated the mortgage loan, the interest income will be
apportioned between the real property and the other collateral, and our income from the arrangement will qualify for purposes of the 75% gross
income test only to the extent that the interest is allocable to the real property. Even if a loan is not secured by real property, or is undersecured,
the income that it generates may nonetheless qualify for purposes of the 95% gross income test.

        To the extent that the terms of a loan provide for contingent interest that is based on the cash proceeds realized upon the sale of the property
securing the loan (a "shared appreciation provision"), income attributable to the participation feature will be treated as gain from sale of the
underlying property, which generally will be qualifying income for purposes of both the 75% and 95% gross income tests provided that the
property is not held as inventory or dealer property. To the extent that we derive interest income from a mortgage loan, or income from the rental
of real property where all or a portion of the amount of interest or rental income payable is contingent, such income generally will qualify for
purposes of the gross income tests only if it is based upon the gross receipts or sales, and not the net income or profits, of the borrower or lessee.
This limitation does not apply, however, where the borrower or lessee leases substantially all of its interest in the property to tenants or
subtenants, to the extent that the rental income derived by the borrower or lessee, as the case may be, would qualify as rents from real property
had we earned the income directly.

        We and our subsidiaries also intend to invest in REMICs. See below under "�Asset Tests" for a discussion of the effect of such investments
on our qualification as a REIT.

        We intend to invest in RMBS, CMBS and agency securities that are either pass-through certificates or collateralized mortgage obligations,
as well as mortgage loans and mezzanine loans. We expect that the RMBS, CMBS and agency securities will be treated either as interests in a
grantor trust or as interests in a REMIC for U.S. federal income tax purposes and that all interest income from our RMBS, CMBS and agency
securities will be qualifying income for the 95% gross income test. In the case of MBS treated as interests in grantor trusts, we would be treated
as owning an undivided beneficial ownership interest in the mortgage loans held by the grantor trust. The interest on such mortgage loans would
be qualifying income for purposes of the 75% gross income test to the extent that the obligation is secured by real property, as discussed above.
In the case of RMBS, CMBS or securities treated as interests in a REMIC, income derived from REMIC interests will generally be treated as
qualifying income for purposes of the 75% and 95% gross income tests. If less than 95% of the assets of the REMIC are real estate assets,
however, then only a proportionate part of our interest in the REMIC and income derived from the interest will qualify for purposes of the 75%
gross income test. In addition, some REMIC securitizations include imbedded interest swap or cap contracts or other derivative instruments that
potentially could produce non-qualifying income for the holder of the related REMIC securities. We expect that substantially all of our income
from mortgage-related securities will be qualifying income for purposes of the REIT gross income tests.

        Among the assets we may hold are certain mezzanine loans secured by equity interests in a pass-through entity that directly or indirectly
owns real property, rather than a direct mortgage on the real property. Revenue Procedure 2003-65 provides a safe harbor pursuant to which a
mezzanine loan, if it meets each of the requirements contained in the Revenue Procedure, will be treated by the IRS as a real estate asset for
purposes of the REIT asset tests (described below), and interest derived from it

161

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

182



Table of Contents

will be treated as qualifying mortgage interest for purposes of the 75% gross income test (described above). Although the Revenue Procedure
provides a safe harbor on which taxpayers may rely, it does not prescribe rules of substantive tax law. The mezzanine loans that we acquire may
not meet all of the requirements for reliance on this safe harbor. Hence, there can be no assurance that the IRS will not challenge the
qualification of such assets as real estate assets for purposes of the REIT asset tests (described below) or the interest generated by these loans as
qualifying income under the 75% gross income tests (described above). To the extent we make corporate mezzanine loans, such loans will not
qualify as real estate assets and interest income with respect to such loans will not be qualifying income for the 75% gross income test (described
above).

        We may directly or indirectly receive distributions from TRSs or other corporations that are not REITs or qualified REIT subsidiaries.
These distributions generally are treated as dividend income to the extent of the earnings and profits of the distributing corporation. Such
distributions will generally constitute qualifying income for purposes of the 95% gross income test, but not for purposes of the 75% gross
income test. Any dividends that we receive from a REIT, however, will be qualifying income for purposes of both the 95% and 75% gross
income tests.

        Fees will generally be qualifying income for purposes of both the 75% and 95% gross income tests if they are received in consideration for
entering into an agreement to make a loan secured by real property and the fees are not determined by income and profits. Other fees generally
will not be qualifying income for purposes of either gross income test. Any fees earned by a TRS will not be included for purposes of the gross
income tests. Any income or gain that we or our pass-through subsidiaries derive from instruments that hedge certain risks, such as the risk of
changes in interest rates, will be excluded from gross income for purposes of the 75% and 95% gross income tests, provided that specified
requirements are met, including the requirement that the instrument is entered into during the ordinary course of our business, the instrument
hedges risks associated with indebtedness issued by us or our pass-through subsidiary that is incurred to acquire or carry "real estate assets" (as
described below under "�Asset Tests") or to hedge risks of foreign currency fluctuations with respect to items of qualifying income for purposes
of the REIT gross income tests or assets that generate such income, and the instrument is properly identified as a hedge along with the risk that it
hedges within prescribed time periods. Income and gain from all other hedging transactions will not be qualifying income for either the 95% or
75% gross income test.

        Certain foreign currency gains are excluded from gross income for purposes of one or both of the gross income tests. "Real estate foreign
exchange gain" will be excluded from gross income for purposes of the 75% gross income test. Real estate foreign exchange gain generally
includes foreign currency gain attributable to any item of income or gain that is qualifying income for purposes of the 75% gross income test,
foreign currency gain attributable to the acquisition or ownership of (or becoming or being the obligor under) obligations secured by mortgages
on real property or on interest in real property and certain foreign currency gain attributable to certain "qualified business units" of a REIT.
"Passive foreign exchange gain" will be excluded from gross income for purposes of the 95% gross income test. Passive foreign exchange gain
generally includes real estate foreign exchange gain as described above, and also includes foreign currency gain attributable to any item of
income or gain that is qualifying income for purposes of the 95% gross income test and foreign currency gain attributable to the acquisition or
ownership of (or becoming or being the obligor under) obligations. Because passive foreign exchange gain includes real estate foreign exchange
gain, real estate foreign exchange gain is excluded from gross income for purposes of both the 75% and 95% gross income test. These
exclusions for real estate foreign exchange gain and passive foreign exchange gain do not apply to foreign currency gain derived from dealing,
or engaging in substantial and regular trading, in securities. Such gain is treated as non-qualifying income for purposes of both the 75% and 95%
gross income tests.
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        If we fail to satisfy one or both of the 75% or 95% gross income tests for any taxable year, we may still qualify as a REIT for such year if
we are entitled to relief under applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code. These relief provisions will be generally available if (1) our
failure to meet these tests was due to reasonable cause and not due to willful neglect and (2) following our identification of the failure to meet
the 75% or 95% gross income test for any taxable year, we file a schedule with the IRS setting forth each item of our gross income for purposes
of the 75% or 95% gross income test for such taxable year in accordance with U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations yet to be issued. It is
not possible to state whether we would be entitled to the benefit of these relief provisions in all circumstances. If these relief provisions are
inapplicable to a particular set of circumstances, we will not qualify as a REIT. As discussed above under "�Taxation of REITs in General," even
where these relief provisions apply, the Internal Revenue Code imposes a tax based upon the amount by which we fail to satisfy the particular
gross income test.

        Under The Housing and Economic Recovery Tax Act of 2008, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Treasury has been given broad
authority to determine whether particular items of gain or income qualify or not under the 75% and 95% gross income tests, or are to be
excluded from the measure of gross income for such purposes.

Cash/Income Differences/Phantom Income

        Due to the nature of the assets in which we will invest, we may be required to recognize taxable income from certain of our assets in
advance of our receipt of cash flow on or proceeds from disposition of such assets, and we may be required to report taxable income in early
periods that exceeds the economic income ultimately realized on such assets.

        We may acquire interests in debt instruments in the secondary market for less than their face amount. The discount at which such interests
in debt instruments are acquired may reflect doubts about the ultimate collectibility of the underlying loans rather than current market interest
rates. The amount of such discount will nevertheless generally be treated as "market discount" for U.S. federal income tax purposes. Market
discount on a debt instrument accrues on the basis of the constant yield to maturity of the debt instrument, based generally on the assumption
that all future payments on the debt instrument will be made. Accrued market discount is reported as income when, and to the extent that, any
payment of principal on the debt instrument is made. In the case of residential mortgage loans, principal payments are ordinarily made monthly,
and consequently accrued market discount may have to be included in income each month as if the debt instrument were assured of ultimately
being collected in full. If we receive less on the interest in the debt instrument than our purchase price plus the market discount we had
previously reported as income, we may not be able to benefit from any offsetting loss deductions in a subsequent taxable year.

        Some of the MBS that we acquire may have been issued with original issue discount. In general, we will be required to accrue original issue
discount based on the constant yield method, and income will accrue on the debt instrument based on the assumption that all future payments
due on such MBS will be made. If such MBS turn out not to be fully collectible, an offsetting loss deduction will only become available in a
later year when uncollectibility is provable.

        In addition, we may acquire distressed debt investments that are subsequently modified by agreement with the borrower. If the amendments
to the outstanding debt are "significant modifications" under applicable U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations, the modified debt may be
considered to have been reissued to us at a gain in a debt-for-debt exchange with the borrower. In that event, we may be required to recognize
taxable gain to the extent the principal amount of the modified debt exceeds our adjusted tax basis in the unmodified debt, even if the value of
the debt or the payment expectations have not changed. Following such a taxable modification, we would hold the modified loan with a cost
basis equal to its principal amount for U.S. federal income tax purposes. To
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the extent that such modifications are made with respect to a debt instrument held by a TRS that is treated as a dealer or trader and that makes an
election to use mark-to-market accounting, such TRS would be required at the end of each taxable year, including the taxable year in which any
such modification were made, to mark the modified debt instrument to its fair market value as if the debt instrument were sold. In that case, the
TRS could recognize a loss at the end of the taxable year in which the modification were made to the extent that the fair market value of such
debt instrument at such time was less than the instrument's tax basis.

        In the event that any mortgage related assets acquired by us are delinquent as to mandatory principal and interest payments, or in the event
that a borrower with respect to a particular debt instrument acquired by us encounters financial difficulty rendering it unable to pay stated
interest as due, we may nonetheless be required to continue to recognize the unpaid interest as taxable income.

        In addition, we may recognize taxable income with respect to our contemplated investment in the RLJ/Western Public-Private Investment
Fund in excess of cash distributions that we receive in such taxable year, and restrictions on our ability to receive interest payments from
collateral that is pledged to support a TALF loan may result in further mismatches between the timing of our taxable income recognition and our
actual receipt of cash. For example, in the case of a five-year TALF loan, the excess of interest distributions from the collateral over the TALF
loan interest payable will be remitted to us only until such excess equals 25% per annum of the haircut amount in the first three loan years, 10%
in the fourth loan year, and 5% in the fifth loan year, and the remainder of such excess will be applied to the related TALF loan principal. If
certain events of default, credit support depletion events or early amortization events occur with respect to the collateral, all interest and
principal received from such collateral will be applied to repay the TALF loan before any amounts are distributed to us.

        Due to each of these potential differences between income recognition or expense deduction and cash receipts or disbursements, there is a
significant risk that we may have substantial taxable income in excess of cash available for distribution. In that event, we may need to borrow
funds or take other action to satisfy the REIT distribution requirements for the taxable year in which this "phantom income" is recognized. See
"�Annual Distribution Requirements."

Asset Tests

        At the close of each calendar quarter, we must also satisfy four tests relating to the nature of our assets. First, at least 75% of the value of
our total assets must be represented by some combination of "real estate assets," cash, cash items, U.S. Government securities, and, under some
circumstances, stock or debt instruments purchased with new capital. For this purpose, real estate assets include interests in real property, such
as land, buildings, leasehold interests in real property, stock of other corporations that qualify as REITs, and some types of mortgage backed
securities and mortgage loans, as well as interests in real property and stock of other corporations that qualify as REITs. Assets that do not
qualify for purposes of the 75% asset test are subject to the additional asset tests described below.

        Second, the value of any one issuer's securities that we own may not exceed 5% of the value of our total assets. Third, we may not own
more than 10% of any one issuer's outstanding securities, as measured by either voting power or value. The 5% and 10% asset tests do not apply
to securities of TRSs and qualified REIT subsidiaries and the 10% asset test does not apply to "straight debt" having specified characteristics and
to certain other securities described below. Solely for purposes of the 10% asset test, the determination of our interest in the assets of a
partnership or limited liability company in which we own an interest will be based on our proportionate interest in any securities issued by the
partnership or limited liability company, excluding for this purpose certain securities described in the Code. Fourth, the aggregate value of all
securities of TRSs that we hold may not exceed 25% of the value of our total assets.
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        Notwithstanding the general rule, as noted above, that for purposes of the REIT income and asset tests, we are treated as owning our
proportionate share of the underlying assets of a subsidiary partnership, if we hold indebtedness issued by a partnership, the indebtedness will be
subject to, and may cause a violation of, the asset tests unless the indebtedness is a qualifying mortgage asset, or other conditions are met.
Similarly, although stock of another REIT is a qualifying asset for purposes of the REIT asset tests, any non-mortgage debt that is issued by
another REIT may not so qualify (such debt, however, will not be treated as a "security" for purposes of the 10% asset test, as explained below).

        Certain securities will not cause a violation of the 10% asset test described above. Such securities include instruments that constitute
"straight debt." A security does not qualify as "straight debt" where a REIT (or a controlled TRS of the REIT) owns other securities of the same
issuer which do not qualify as straight debt, unless the value of those other securities constitute, in the aggregate, 1% or less of the total value of
that issuer's outstanding securities. In addition to straight debt, the Internal Revenue Code provides that certain other securities will not violate
the 10% asset test. Such securities include (a) any loan made to an individual or an estate, (b) certain rental agreements pursuant to which one or
more payments are to be made in subsequent years (other than agreements between a REIT and certain persons related to the REIT under
attribution rules), (c) any obligation to pay rents from real property, (d) securities issued by governmental entities that are not dependent in
whole or in part on the profits of (or payments made by) a non-governmental entity, (e) any security (including debt securities) issued by another
REIT, and (f) any debt instrument issued by a partnership if the partnership's income is of a nature that it would satisfy the 75% gross income
test described above under "�Income Tests." In applying the 10% asset test, a debt security issued by a partnership is not taken into account to the
extent, if any, of the REIT's proportionate interest in the equity and certain debt securities issued by that partnership.

        We intend to invest in RMBS, CMBS and agency securities that are either pass-through certificates or collateralized mortgage obligations
as well as mortgage loans and mezzanine loans. We expect that the RMBS, CMBS and agency securities will be treated either as interests in
grantor trusts or as interests in REMICs for U.S. federal income tax purposes. In the case of MBS treated as interests in grantor trusts, we would
be treated as owning an undivided beneficial ownership interest in the mortgage loans held by the grantor trust. Such mortgage loans will
generally qualify as real estate assets to the extent that they are secured by real property. We expect that substantially all of our MBS treated as
interests in grantor trust will qualify as real estate assets. In the case of RMBS, CMBS or securities treated as interests in a REMIC, such
interests will generally qualify as real estate assets and income derived from REMIC interests will generally be treated as qualifying income for
purposes of the REIT income tests described above. If less than 95% of the assets of a REMIC are real estate assets, however, then only a
proportionate part of our interest in the REMIC and income derived from the interest will qualify for purposes of the REIT asset and income
tests.

        Any interests that we hold in a REMIC will generally qualify as real estate assets, and income derived from REMIC interests will generally
be treated as qualifying income for purposes of the REIT income tests described above. If less than 95% of the assets of a REMIC are real estate
assets, however, then only a proportionate part of our interest in the REMIC and income derived from the interest qualifies for purposes of the
REIT asset and income tests. If we hold a "residual interest" in a REMIC from which we derive "excess inclusion income," we will be required
to either distribute the excess inclusion income or pay tax on it (or a combination of the two), even though we may not receive the income in
cash. To the extent that distributed excess inclusion income is allocable to a particular stockholder, the income (1) would not be allowed to be
offset by any net operating losses otherwise available to the stockholder, (2) would be subject to tax as unrelated business taxable income, or
UBTI, in the hands of most types of stockholders that are otherwise generally exempt from U.S. federal income tax, and (3) would result in the
application of U.S. federal income tax withholding at the maximum rate (30%), without reduction pursuant to any otherwise applicable income
tax treaty or
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other exemption, to the extent allocable to most types of foreign stockholders. Moreover, any excess inclusion income that we receive that is
allocable to specified categories of tax-exempt investors which are not subject to unrelated business income tax, such as government entities or
charitable remainder trusts, may be subject to corporate-level income tax in our hands, whether or not it is distributed. See "�Taxable Mortgage
Pools and Excess Inclusion Income."

        To the extent that we hold mortgage participations or MBS that do not represent REMIC interests or pass through certificates in a grantor
trust holding qualifying mortgage loans, such assets may not qualify as real estate assets, and the income generated from them might not qualify
for purposes of either or both of the REIT income requirements, depending upon the circumstances and the specific structure of the investment.

        In addition, in certain cases, the modification of a debt instrument could result in the conversion of the instrument from a qualifying real
estate asset to a wholly or partially non-qualifying asset that must be contributed to a TRS or disposed of in order for us to maintain our REIT
qualification.

        We do not expect to obtain independent appraisals to support our conclusions as to the value of our total assets, or the value of any
particular security or securities. Moreover, values of some assets, including instruments issued in securitization transactions, may not be
susceptible to a precise determination, and values are subject to change in the future. Furthermore, the proper classification of an instrument as
debt or equity for U.S. federal income tax purposes may be uncertain in some circumstances, which could affect the application of the REIT
asset requirements. Accordingly, there can be no assurance that the IRS will not contend that our interests in our subsidiaries or in the securities
of other issuers will not cause a violation of the REIT asset tests.

        Certain relief provisions are available to allow REITs to satisfy the asset requirements, or to maintain REIT qualification notwithstanding
certain violations of the asset tests and other requirements. One such provision allows a REIT which fails one or more of the asset requirements
to nevertheless maintain its REIT qualification if (1) the REIT provides the IRS with a description of each asset causing the failure, (2) the
failure is due to reasonable cause and not willful neglect, (3) the REIT pays a tax equal to the greater of (a) $50,000 per failure, and (b) the
product of the net income generated by the assets that caused the failure multiplied by the highest applicable corporate tax rate (currently 35%),
and (4) the REIT either disposes of the assets causing the failure within six months after the last day of the quarter in which it identifies the
failure, or otherwise satisfies the relevant asset tests within that time frame. In the case of de minimis violations of the 10% and 5% asset tests, a
REIT may maintain its qualification despite a violation of such requirements if (1) the value of the assets causing the violation does not exceed
the lesser of 1% of the REIT's total assets, and $1,000,000, and (2) the REIT either disposes of the assets causing the failure within six months
after the last day of the quarter in which it identifies the failure, or the relevant tests are otherwise satisfied within that time frame.

        If we fail to satisfy the asset tests at the end of a calendar quarter, such a failure would not cause us to lose our REIT qualification if we
(1) satisfied the asset tests at the close of the preceding calendar quarter and (2) the discrepancy between the value of our assets and the asset
requirements was not wholly or partly caused by an acquisition of non-qualifying assets, but instead arose from changes in the market value of
our assets. If the condition described in (2) were not satisfied, we still could avoid disqualification by eliminating any discrepancy within
30 days after the close of the calendar quarter in which it arose or by making use of relief provisions described below.
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Annual Distribution Requirements

        In order to qualify as a REIT, we are required to distribute dividends, other than capital gain dividends, to our stockholders in an amount at
least equal to:

        (a)   the sum of

        (1)   90% of our "REIT taxable income," computed without regard to our net capital gains and the deduction for
dividends paid, and

        (2)   90% of our net income, if any, (after tax) from foreclosure property (as described below), minus

        (b)   the sum of specified items of noncash income.

        We generally must make these distributions in the taxable year to which they relate, or in the following taxable year if declared before we
timely file our tax return for the year and if paid with or before the first regular dividend payment after such declaration. In order for
distributions to be counted as satisfying the annual distribution requirements for REITs, and to provide us with a REIT-level tax deduction, the
distributions must not be "preferential dividends." A dividend is not a preferential dividend if the distribution is (1) pro rata among all
outstanding shares of stock within a particular class, and (2) in accordance with the preferences among different classes of stock as set forth in
our organizational documents.

        To the extent that we distribute at least 90%, but less than 100%, of our "REIT taxable income," as adjusted, we will be subject to tax at
ordinary corporate tax rates on the retained portion. We may elect to retain, rather than distribute, our net long-term capital gains and pay tax on
such gains. In this case, we could elect for our stockholders to include their proportionate shares of such undistributed long-term capital gains in
income, and to receive a corresponding credit for their share of the tax that we paid. Our stockholders would then increase their adjusted basis of
their stock by the difference between (a) the amounts of capital gain dividends that we designated and that they include in their taxable income,
minus (b) the tax that we paid on their behalf with respect to that income.

        To the extent that in the future we may have available net operating losses carried forward from prior tax years, such losses may reduce the
amount of distributions that we must make in order to comply with the REIT distribution requirements. Such losses, however, will generally not
affect the character, in the hands of our stockholders, of any distributions that are actually made as ordinary dividends or capital gains. See
"�Taxation of Stockholders�Taxation of Taxable Domestic Stockholders�Distributions."

        If we fail to distribute during each calendar year at least the sum of (a) 85% of our REIT ordinary income for such year, (b) 95% of our
REIT capital gain net income for such year, and (c) any undistributed taxable income from prior periods, we would be subject to a
non-deductible 4% excise tax on the excess of such required distribution over the sum of (x) the amounts actually distributed, and (y) the
amounts of income we retained and on which we paid corporate income tax.

        It is possible that, from time to time, we may not have sufficient cash to meet the distribution requirements due to timing differences
between our actual receipt of cash, including receipt of distributions from our subsidiaries and our inclusion of items in income for U.S. federal
income tax purposes. Alternatively, we may declare a taxable dividend payable in cash or stock at the election of each stockholder, where the
aggregate amount of cash to be distributed in such dividend may be subject to limitation. In such case, for U.S. federal income tax purposes, the
amount of the dividend paid in stock will be equal to the amount of cash that could have been received instead of stock.

        Other potential sources of non-cash taxable income include:

�
"residual interests" in REMICs or TMPs,
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�
loans or mortgage backed securities held as assets that are issued at a discount and require the accrual of taxable economic
interest in advance of receipt in cash,

�
loans on which the borrower is permitted to defer cash payments of interest, and distressed loans on which we may be
required to accrue taxable interest income even though the borrower is unable to make current servicing payments in cash.

        In the event that such timing differences occur, in order to meet the distribution requirements, it might be necessary for us to arrange for
short-term, or possibly long-term, borrowings, or to pay dividends in the form of taxable in-kind distributions of property.

        We may be able to rectify a failure to meet the distribution requirements for a year by paying "deficiency dividends" to stockholders in a
later year, which may be included in our deduction for dividends paid for the earlier year. In this case, we may be able to avoid losing REIT
qualification or being taxed on amounts distributed as deficiency dividends. We will be required to pay interest and a penalty based on the
amount of any deduction taken for deficiency dividends.

Prohibited Transactions

        Net income that we derive from a prohibited transaction is subject to a 100% tax. The term "prohibited transaction" generally includes a
sale or other disposition of property (other than foreclosure property, as discussed below) that is held primarily for sale to customers in the
ordinary course of a trade or business by us, or by a borrower that has issued a shared appreciation mortgage or similar debt instrument to us. We
intend to conduct our operations so that no asset that we own (or are treated as owning) will be treated as, or as having been, held for sale to
customers, and that a sale of any such asset will not be treated as having been in the ordinary course of our business. Whether property is held
"primarily for sale to customers in the ordinary course of a trade or business" depends on the particular facts and circumstances. No assurance
can be given that any property that we sell will not be treated as property held for sale to customers, or that we can comply with certain
safe-harbor provisions of the Internal Revenue Code that would prevent such treatment. The 100% tax does not apply to gains from the sale of
property that is held through a TRS or other taxable corporation, although such income will be subject to tax in the hands of the corporation at
regular corporate rates. We intend to structure our activities to avoid transactions that are prohibited transactions.

Foreclosure Property

        Foreclosure property is real property and any personal property incident to such real property (1) that we acquire as the result of having bid
on the property at foreclosure, or having otherwise reduced the property to ownership or possession by agreement or process of law, after a
default (or upon imminent default) on a lease of the property or a mortgage loan held by us and secured by the property, (2) for which we
acquired the related loan or lease at a time when default was not imminent or anticipated, and (3) with respect to which we made a proper
election to treat the property as foreclosure property. We generally will be subject to tax at the maximum corporate rate (currently 35%) on any
net income from foreclosure property, including any gain from the disposition of the foreclosure property, other than income that constitutes
qualifying income for purposes of the 75% gross income test. Any gain from the sale of property for which a foreclosure property election has
been made will not be subject to the 100% tax on gains from prohibited transactions described above, even if the property would otherwise
constitute inventory or dealer property. To the extent that we receive any income from foreclosure property that does not qualify for purposes of
the 75% gross income test, we intend to make an election to treat the related property as foreclosure property.
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Foreign Investments

        We and our subsidiaries may hold investments in and pay taxes to foreign countries. Taxes that we pay in foreign jurisdictions may not be
passed through to, or used by, our stockholders as a foreign tax credit or otherwise. Our foreign investments might also generate foreign
currency gains and losses. Certain foreign currency gains would be excluded from gross income for purposes of one or both of the gross income
tests, as discussed above. See above under "�Income Tests."

Derivatives and Hedging Transactions

        We and our subsidiaries may enter into hedging transactions with respect to interest rate exposure on one or more of our assets or liabilities.
Any such hedging transactions could take a variety of forms, including the use of derivative instruments such as interest rate swap contracts,
interest rate cap or floor contracts, futures or forward contracts, and options. Except to the extent provided by U.S. Department of the Treasury
regulations, any income from a hedging transaction we enter into (1) in the normal course of our business primarily to manage risk of interest
rate or price changes or currency fluctuations with respect to borrowings made or to be made, or ordinary obligations incurred or to be incurred,
to acquire or carry real estate assets, which is clearly identified as specified in U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations before the close of
the day on which it was acquired, originated, or entered into, including gain from the sale or disposition of such a transaction, and (2) primarily
to manage risk of currency fluctuations with respect to any item of income or gain that would be qualifying income under the 75% or 95%
income tests (or any asset that produces such income) that is clearly identified as such before the close of the day on which it was acquired,
originated, or entered into, will not constitute gross income for purposes of the 75% or 95% gross income test. To the extent that we enter into
other types of hedging transactions, the income from those transactions is likely to be treated as non-qualifying income for purposes of both of
the 75% and 95% gross income tests. We intend to structure any hedging transactions in a manner that does not jeopardize our qualification as a
REIT. We may conduct some or all of any hedging activities through a TRS or other corporate entity, the income from which may be subject to
U.S. federal income tax, rather than by participating in the arrangements directly or through pass-through subsidiaries. No assurance can be
given, however, that hedging activities will not give rise to income that does not qualify for purposes of either or both of the REIT gross income
tests, or that hedging activities will not adversely affect our ability to satisfy the REIT qualification requirements.

Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income

        An entity, or a portion of an entity, may be classified as a TMP under the Internal Revenue Code if

�
substantially all of its assets consist of debt obligations or interests in debt obligations,

�
more than 50% of those debt obligations are real estate mortgages or interests in real estate mortgages as of specified testing
dates,

�
the entity has issued debt obligations (liabilities) that have two or more maturities, and

�
the payments required to be made by the entity on its debt obligations (liabilities) "bear a relationship" to the payments to be
received by the entity on the debt obligations that it holds as assets.

        Under regulations issued by the U.S. Department of the Treasury, if less than 80% of the assets of an entity (or a portion of an entity)
consist of debt obligations, then such debt obligations are considered not to comprise "substantially all" of its assets, and therefore the entity
would not be treated as a TMP. Our financing and securitization arrangements may give rise to TMPs, with the consequences as described
below.
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        Where an entity, or a portion of an entity, is classified as a TMP, it is generally treated as a taxable corporation for U.S. federal income tax
purposes. In the case of a REIT, or a portion of a REIT, or a disregarded subsidiary of a REIT, that is a TMP, however, special rules apply. The
TMP is not treated as a corporation that is subject to corporate income tax, and the TMP classification does not directly affect the tax status of
the REIT. Rather, the consequences of the TMP classification would, in general, except as described below, be limited to the stockholders of the
REIT.

        A portion of the REIT's income from the TMP arrangement, which might be non-cash accrued income, could be treated as "excess
inclusion income." Under IRS guidance, the REIT's excess inclusion income, including any excess inclusion income from a residual interest in a
REMIC, must be allocated among its stockholders in proportion to dividends paid. The REIT is required to notify stockholders of the amount of
"excess inclusion income" allocated to them. A stockholder's share of excess inclusion income:

�
cannot be offset by any net operating losses otherwise available to the stockholder,

�
is subject to tax as UBTI in the hands of most types of stockholders that are otherwise generally exempt from U.S. federal
income tax, and

�
results in the application of U.S. federal income tax withholding at the maximum rate (30%), without reduction for any
otherwise applicable income tax treaty or other exemption, to the extent allocable to most types of foreign stockholders.

See "�Taxation of Stockholders." Under IRS guidance, to the extent that excess inclusion income is allocated to a tax-exempt stockholder of a
REIT that is not subject to unrelated business income tax (such as a government entity or charitable remainder trust), the REIT may be subject to
tax on this income at the highest applicable corporate tax rate (currently 35%). In that case, the REIT could reduce distributions to such
stockholders by the amount of such tax paid by the REIT attributable to such stockholder's ownership. U.S. Department of the Treasury
regulations provide that such a reduction in distributions does not give rise to a preferential dividend that could adversely affect the REIT's
compliance with its distribution requirements. See "�Annual Distribution Requirements." The manner in which excess inclusion income is
calculated, or would be allocated to stockholders, including allocations among shares of different classes of stock, is not clear under current law.
As required by IRS guidance, we intend to make such determinations using a reasonable method. Tax-exempt investors, foreign investors and
taxpayers with net operating losses should carefully consider the tax consequences described above, and are urged to consult their tax advisors.

        If a subsidiary partnership of ours that we do not wholly-own, directly or through one or more disregarded entities, were a TMP, the
foregoing rules would not apply. Rather, the partnership that is a TMP would be treated as a corporation for U.S. federal income tax purposes,
and potentially would be subject to corporate income tax or withholding tax. In addition, this characterization would alter our income and asset
test calculations, and could adversely affect our compliance with those requirements. We intend to monitor the structure of any TMPs in which
we have an interest to ensure that they will not adversely affect our qualification as a REIT.

Failure to Qualify

        If we fail to satisfy one or more requirements for REIT qualification other than the income or asset tests, we could avoid disqualification if
our failure is due to reasonable cause and not to willful neglect and we pay a penalty of $50,000 for each such failure. Relief provisions are
available for failures of the income tests and asset tests, as described above in "�Income Tests" and "�Asset Tests."

        If we fail to qualify for taxation as a REIT in any taxable year, and the relief provisions described above do not apply, we would be subject
to tax, including any applicable alternative minimum tax, on
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our taxable income at regular corporate rates. We cannot deduct distributions to stockholders in any year in which we are not a REIT, nor would
we be required to make distributions in such a year. In this situation, to the extent of current and accumulated earnings and profits, distributions
to domestic stockholders that are individuals, trusts and estates will generally be taxable at capital gains rates (through 2010). In addition, subject
to the limitations of the Internal Revenue Code, corporate distributees may be eligible for the dividends received deduction. Unless we are
entitled to relief under specific statutory provisions, we would also be disqualified from re-electing to be taxed as a REIT for the four taxable
years following the year during which we lost qualification. It is not possible to state whether, in all circumstances, we would be entitled to this
statutory relief.

Tax Aspects of Investments in Partnerships

General

        We may hold investments through entities that are classified as partnerships for U.S. federal income tax purposes. In general, partnerships
are "pass-through" entities that are not subject to U.S. federal income tax. Rather, partners are allocated their proportionate shares of the items of
income, gain, loss, deduction and credit of a partnership, and are potentially subject to tax on these items, without regard to whether the partners
receive a distribution from the partnership. We will include in our income our proportionate share of these partnership items for purposes of the
various REIT income tests and in computation of our REIT taxable income. Moreover, for purposes of the REIT asset tests, we will include in
our calculations our proportionate share of any assets held by subsidiary partnerships. Our proportionate share of a partnership's assets and
income is based on our capital interest in the partnership (except that for purposes of the 10% asset test, our proportionate share is based on our
proportionate interest in the equity and certain debt securities issued by the partnership). See "�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation�Effect of Subsidiary Entities�Ownership of Partnership Interests."

Entity Classification

        Any investment in partnerships involves special tax considerations, including the possibility of a challenge by the IRS of the status of any
subsidiary partnership as a partnership, as opposed to an association taxable as a corporation, for U.S. federal income tax purposes. If any of
these entities were treated as an association for U.S. federal income tax purposes, it would be taxable as a corporation and therefore could be
subject to an entity-level tax on its income. In such a situation, the character of our assets and items of gross income would change and could
preclude us from satisfying the REIT asset tests or the gross income tests as discussed in "�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation�Income Tests" and "�Asset Tests" and in turn could prevent us from qualifying as a REIT, unless we are eligible for relief from the
violation pursuant to relief provisions described above. See "�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Income Tests" "�Asset
Tests" and "�Failure to Qualify," above, for discussion of the effect of failure to satisfy the REIT tests for a taxable year, and of the relief
provisions. In addition, any change in the status of any subsidiary partnership for tax purposes might be treated as a taxable event, in which case
we could have taxable income that is subject to the REIT distribution requirements without receiving any cash.

Tax Allocations with Respect to Partnership Properties

        Under the Internal Revenue Code and the U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations, income, gain, loss and deduction attributable to
appreciated or depreciated property that is contributed to a partnership in exchange for an interest in the partnership must be allocated for tax
purposes so that the contributing partner is charged with, or benefits from, the unrealized gain or unrealized loss associated with the property at
the time of the contribution. The amount of the unrealized gain or unrealized loss is generally equal to the difference between the fair market
value of the contributed property at the
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time of contribution, and the adjusted tax basis of such property at the time of contribution (a "book-tax difference"). Such allocations are solely
for U.S. federal income tax purposes and do not affect the book capital accounts or other economic or legal arrangements among the partners.

        To the extent that any of our subsidiary partnerships acquires appreciated (or depreciated) properties by way of capital contributions from
its partners, allocations would need to be made in a manner consistent with these requirements. Where a partner contributes cash to a partnership
at a time that the partnership holds appreciated (or depreciated) property, the U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations provide for a similar
allocation of these items to the other (i.e., non-contributing) partners. These rules may apply to a contribution that we make to any subsidiary
partnerships of the cash proceeds received in offerings of our stock. As a result, the partners of our subsidiary partnerships, including us, could
be allocated greater or lesser amounts of depreciation and taxable income in respect of a partnership's properties than would be the case if all of
the partnership's assets (including any contributed assets) had a tax basis equal to their fair market values at the time of any contributions to that
partnership. This could cause us to recognize, over a period of time, taxable income in excess of cash flow from the partnership, which might
adversely affect our ability to comply with the REIT distribution requirements discussed above or result in a greater amount of our distributions
being taxed as dividends.

Taxation of Stockholders

Taxation of Taxable Domestic Stockholders

        Distributions.    So long as we qualify as a REIT, the distributions that we make to our taxable domestic stockholders out of current or
accumulated earnings and profits that we do not designate as capital gain dividends will generally be taken into account by stockholders as
ordinary income and will not be eligible for the dividends received deduction for corporations. With limited exceptions, our dividends are not
eligible for taxation at the preferential income tax rates (i.e., the 15% maximum federal rate through 2010) for qualified dividends received by
domestic stockholders that are individuals, trusts and estates from taxable C corporations. Such stockholders, however, are taxed at the
preferential rates on dividends designated by and received from REITs to the extent that the dividends are attributable to

�
income retained by the REIT in the prior taxable year on which the REIT was subject to corporate level income tax (less the
amount of tax),

�
dividends received by the REIT from TRSs or other taxable C corporations, or

�
income in the prior taxable year from the sales of "built-in gain" property acquired by the REIT from C corporations in
carryover basis transactions (less the amount of corporate tax on such income).

        Distributions that we designate as capital gain dividends will generally be taxed to our stockholders as long-term capital gains, to the extent
that such distributions do not exceed our actual net capital gain for the taxable year, without regard to the period for which the stockholder that
receives such distribution has held its stock. We may elect to retain and pay taxes on some or all of our net long term capital gains, in which case
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code will treat our stockholders as having received, solely for tax purposes, our undistributed capital gains,
and the stockholders will receive a corresponding credit for taxes that we paid on such undistributed capital gains. See "�Taxation of Western
Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Annual Distribution Requirements." Corporate stockholders may be required to treat up to 20% of some
capital gain dividends as ordinary income. Long-term capital gains are generally taxable at maximum federal rates of 15% (through 2010) in the
case of stockholders that are individuals, trusts and estates, and 35% in the case of stockholders that are corporations. Capital gains attributable
to the sale of depreciable real property held for more
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than 12 months are subject to a 25% maximum U.S. federal income tax rate for taxpayers who are taxed as individuals, to the extent of
previously claimed depreciation deductions.

        Distributions in excess of our current and accumulated earnings and profits will generally represent a return of capital and will not be
taxable to a stockholder to the extent that the amounts of such distributions does not exceed the adjusted basis of the stockholder's shares in
respect of which the distributions were made. Rather, the distribution will reduce the adjusted basis of the stockholder's shares. To the extent that
such distributions exceed the adjusted basis of a stockholder's shares, the stockholder generally must include such distributions in income as
long-term capital gain, or short-term capital gain if the shares have been held for one year or less. In addition, any dividend that we declare in
October, November or December of any year and that is payable to a stockholder of record on a specified date in any such month will be treated
as both paid by us and received by the stockholder on December 31 of such year, provided that we actually pay the dividend before the end of
January of the following calendar year.

        To the extent that we have available net operating losses and capital losses carried forward from prior tax years, such losses may reduce the
amount of distributions that we must make in order to comply with the REIT distribution requirements. See "�Taxation of Western Asset
Mortgage Capital Corporation�Annual Distribution Requirements." Such losses, however, are not passed through to stockholders and do not
offset income of stockholders from other sources, nor would such losses affect the character of any distributions that we make, which are
generally subject to tax in the hands of stockholders to the extent that we have current or accumulated earnings and profits.

        If excess inclusion income from a TMP or REMIC residual interest is allocated to any stockholder, that income will be taxable in the hands
of the stockholder and would not be offset by any net operating losses of the stockholder that would otherwise be available. See "�Taxation of
Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income." As required by IRS guidance, we intend to
notify our stockholders if a portion of a dividend paid by us is attributable to excess inclusion income.

        Dispositions of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Stock.    In general, capital gains recognized by individuals, trusts and estates
upon the sale or disposition of our stock will be subject to a maximum U.S. federal income tax rate of 15% (through 2010) if the stock is held for
more than one year, and will be taxed at ordinary income rates (of up to 35% through 2010) if the stock is held for one year or less. Gains
recognized by stockholders that are corporations are subject to U.S. federal income tax at a maximum rate of 35%, whether or not such gains are
classified as long-term capital gains. Capital losses recognized by a stockholder upon the disposition of our stock that was held for more than
one year at the time of disposition will be considered long-term capital losses, and are generally available only to offset capital gain income of
the stockholder but not ordinary income (except in the case of individuals, who may offset up to $3,000 of ordinary income each year). In
addition, any loss upon a sale or exchange of shares of our stock by a stockholder who has held the shares for six months or less, after applying
holding period rules, will be treated as a long-term capital loss to the extent of distributions that we make that are required to be treated by the
stockholder as long-term capital gain.

        If an investor recognizes a loss upon a subsequent disposition of our stock or other securities in an amount that exceeds a prescribed
threshold, it is possible that the provisions of U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations involving "reportable transactions" could apply, with
a resulting requirement to separately disclose the loss-generating transaction to the IRS. These regulations, though directed towards "tax
shelters," are broadly written, and apply to transactions that would not typically be considered tax shelters. The Code imposes significant
penalties for failure to comply with these requirements. You should consult your tax advisors concerning any possible disclosure obligation with
respect to the receipt or disposition of our stock or securities, or transactions that we might undertake
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directly or indirectly. Moreover, you should be aware that we and other participants in the transactions in which we are involved (including their
advisors) might be subject to disclosure or other requirements pursuant to these regulations.

Taxation of Non-U.S. Stockholders

        The following is a summary of certain federal income and estate tax consequences of the ownership and disposition of our stock applicable
to non-U.S. holders. A "non-U.S. holder" is any person other than:

�
a citizen or resident of the United States,

�
a corporation (or entity treated as a corporation for U.S. federal income tax purposes) created or organized in the United
States or under the laws of the United States, or of any state thereof, or the District of Columbia,

�
an estate, the income of which is includable in gross income for U.S. federal income tax purposes regardless of its source, or

�
a trust if a United States court is able to exercise primary supervision over the administration of such trust and one or more
United States fiduciaries have the authority to control all substantial decisions of the trust.

        If a partnership, including for this purpose any entity that is treated as a partnership for U.S. federal income tax purposes, holds our
common stock, the tax treatment of a partner in the partnership will generally depend upon the status of the partner and the activities of the
partnership. An investor that is a partnership and the partners in such partnership should consult their tax advisors about the U.S. federal income
tax consequences of the acquisition, ownership and disposition of our common stock.

        The following discussion is based on current law, and is for general information only. It addresses only selected, and not all, aspects of
federal income and estate taxation.

        In General.    For most foreign investors, investment in a REIT that invests principally in mortgage loans and MBS is not the most
tax-efficient way to invest in such assets. That is because receiving distributions of income derived from such assets in the form of REIT
dividends subjects most foreign investors to withholding taxes that direct investment in those asset classes, and the direct receipt of interest and
principal payments with respect to them, would not. The principal exceptions are foreign sovereigns and their agencies and instrumentalities,
which may be exempt from withholding taxes on REIT dividends under the Internal Revenue Code, and certain foreign pension funds or similar
entities able to claim an exemption from withholding taxes on REIT dividends under the terms of a bilateral tax treaty between their country of
residence and the United States.

        Ordinary Dividends.    The portion of dividends received by non-U.S. holders that is (1) payable out of our earnings and profits, (2) not
attributable to our capital gains and (3) not effectively connected with a U.S. trade or business of the non-U.S. holder, will be subject to federal
withholding tax at the rate of 30%, unless reduced or eliminated by treaty. Reduced treaty rates and other exemptions are not available to the
extent that income is attributable to excess inclusion income allocable to the foreign stockholder. Accordingly, we will withhold at a rate of 30%
on any portion of a dividend that is paid to a non-U.S. holder and attributable to that holder's share of our excess inclusion income. See
"�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income." As required by IRS guidance,
we intend to notify our stockholders if a portion of a dividend paid by us is attributable to excess inclusion income.

        In general, non-U.S. holders will not be considered to be engaged in a U.S. trade or business solely as a result of their ownership of our
stock. In cases where the dividend income from a
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non-U.S. holder's investment in our stock is, or is treated as, effectively connected with the non-U.S. holder's conduct of a U.S. trade or business,
the non-U.S. holder generally will be subject to U.S. federal income tax at graduated rates, in the same manner as domestic stockholders are
taxed with respect to such dividends. Such income must generally be reported on a U.S. income tax return filed by or on behalf of the
non-U.S. holder. The income may also be subject to the 30% branch profits tax in the case of a non-U.S. holder that is a corporation.

        Non-Dividend Distributions.    Unless our stock constitutes a U.S. real property interest, or USRPI, distributions that we make which are
not dividends out of our earnings and profits will not be subject to U.S. income tax. If we cannot determine at the time a distribution is made
whether or not the distribution will exceed current and accumulated earnings and profits, the distribution will be subject to withholding at the
rate applicable to dividends. The non-U.S. holder may seek a refund from the IRS of any amounts withheld if it subsequently is determined that
the distribution was, in fact, in excess of our current and accumulated earnings and profits. If our stock constitutes a USRPI, as described below,
distributions that we make in excess of the sum of (a) the stockholder's proportionate share of our earnings and profits, and (b) the stockholder's
basis in its stock, will be taxed under the Foreign Investment in Real Property Tax Act of 1980, or FIRPTA, at the rate of tax, including any
applicable capital gains rates, that would apply to a domestic stockholder of the same type (e.g., an individual or a corporation, as the case may
be), and the collection of the tax will be enforced by a refundable withholding tax at a rate of 10% of the amount by which the distribution
exceeds the stockholder's share of our earnings and profits.

        Capital Gain Dividends.    Under FIRPTA, a distribution that we make to a non-U.S. holder, to the extent attributable to gains from
dispositions of USRPIs that we held directly or through pass-through subsidiaries, or USRPI capital gains, will, except as described below, be
considered effectively connected with a U.S. trade or business of the non-U.S. holder and will be subject to U.S. income tax at the rates
applicable to U.S. individuals or corporations, without regard to whether we designate the distribution as a capital gain dividend. See above
under "�Taxation of non-U.S. Stockholders�Ordinary Dividends," for a discussion of the consequences of income that is effectively connected
with a U.S. trade or business. In addition, we will be required to withhold tax equal to 35% of the maximum amount that could have been
designated as USRPI capital gains dividends. Distributions subject to FIRPTA may also be subject to a 30% branch profits tax in the hands of a
non-U.S. holder that is a corporation. A distribution is not a USRPI capital gain if we held an interest in the underlying asset solely as a creditor.
Capital gain dividends received by a non-U.S. holder that are attributable to dispositions of our assets other than USRPIs are not subject to
federal income or withholding tax, unless (1) the gain is effectively connected with the non-U.S. holder's U.S. trade or business, in which case
the non-U.S. holder would be subject to the same treatment as U.S. holders with respect to such gain, or (2) the non-U.S. holder is a nonresident
alien individual who was present in the United States for 183 days or more during the taxable year and has a "tax home" in the United States, in
which case the non-U.S. holder will incur a 30% tax on his or her capital gains.

        A capital gain dividend that would otherwise have been treated as a USRPI capital gain will not be so treated or be subject to FIRPTA, and
generally will not be treated as income that is effectively connected with a U.S. trade or business, and instead will be treated in the same manner
as an ordinary dividend (see "�Taxation of Non-U.S. Stockholders�Ordinary Dividends"), if (1) the capital gain dividend is received with respect
to a class of stock that is regularly traded on an established securities market located in the United States, and (2) the recipient non-U.S. holder
does not own more than 5% of that class of stock at any time during the year ending on the date on which the capital gain dividend is received.
We anticipate that our common stock will be "regularly traded" on an established securities market following this offering.
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        Dispositions of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Stock.    Unless our stock constitutes a USRPI, a sale of our stock by a
non-U.S. holder generally will not be subject to federal income taxation under FIRPTA. Our stock will not be treated as a USRPI if less than
50% of our assets throughout a prescribed testing period consist of interests in real property located within the United States, excluding, for this
purpose, interests in real property solely in a capacity as a creditor. It is not currently anticipated that our stock will constitute a USRPI.
However, we cannot assure you that our stock will not become a USRPI.

        Even if the foregoing 50% test is not met, our stock nonetheless will not constitute a USRPI if we are a "domestically-controlled qualified
investment entity." A domestically-controlled qualified investment entity includes a REIT, less than 50% of value of which is held directly or
indirectly by non-U.S. holders at all times during a specified testing period. We believe that we are, and will be, a domestically-controlled
qualified investment entity, and that a sale of our stock should not be subject to taxation under FIRPTA. However, no assurance can be given
that we are or will remain a domestically-controlled qualified investment entity.

        In the event that we are not a domestically-controlled qualified investment entity, but our stock is "regularly traded," as defined by
applicable U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations, on an established securities market, a non-U.S. holder's sale of our common stock
nonetheless would not be subject to tax under FIRPTA as a sale of a USRPI, provided that the selling non-U.S. holder held 5% or less of our
outstanding common stock any time during the one-year period ending on the date of the sale. We expect that our common stock will be
regularly traded on an established securities market following this offering.

        If gain on the sale of our stock were subject to taxation under FIRPTA, the non-U.S. holder would be required to file a U.S. federal income
tax return and would be subject to the same treatment as a U.S. stockholder with respect to such gain, subject to applicable alternative minimum
tax and a special alternative minimum tax in the case of non-resident alien individuals, and the purchaser of the stock could be required to
withhold 10% of the purchase price and remit such amount to the IRS.

        Gain of a non-U.S. holder from the sale of our stock that would not otherwise be subject to FIRPTA will nonetheless be subject to United
States tax in two cases: (1) if the non-U.S. holder's investment in our stock is effectively connected with a U.S. trade or business conducted by
such non-U.S. holder, the non-U.S. holder will be subject to the same treatment as a U.S. stockholder with respect to such gain, or (2) if the
non-U.S. holder is a nonresident alien individual who was present in the United States for 183 days or more during the taxable year and has a
"tax home" in the United States, in which case the nonresident alien individual will be subject to a 30% tax on the individual's capital gain. In
addition, even if we are a domestically controlled qualified investment entity, upon disposition of our stock (subject to the 5% exception
applicable to "regularly traded" stock described above), a non-U.S. holder may be treated as having gain from the sale or exchange of a USRPI if
the non-U.S. holder both (1) disposes of our common stock within a 30-day period preceding the ex-dividend date of a distribution, where any
portion of such distribution, but for the disposition, would have been treated as gain from the sale or exchange of a USRPI and (2) acquires, or
enters into a contract or option to acquire, other shares of our common stock within 30 days after such ex-dividend date.

        Estate Tax.    If our stock is owned or treated as owned by an individual who is not a citizen or resident (as specially defined for federal
estate tax purposes) of the United States at the time of such individual's death, the stock will be includable in the individual's gross estate for
federal estate tax purposes, unless an applicable estate tax treaty provides otherwise, and may therefore be subject to federal estate tax.
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Taxation of Tax-Exempt Stockholders

        Tax-exempt entities, including qualified employee pension and profit sharing trusts and individual retirement accounts, generally are
exempt from federal income taxation. Such entities, however, may be subject to taxation on their UBTI. While some investments in real estate
may generate UBTI, the IRS has ruled that dividend distributions from a REIT to a tax-exempt entity generally do not constitute UBTI. Based
on that ruling, and provided that (1) a tax-exempt stockholder has not held our stock as "debt financed property" within the meaning of the
Internal Revenue Code (i.e., where the acquisition or holding of the property is financed through a borrowing by the tax-exempt stockholder),
and (2) our stock is not otherwise used in an unrelated trade or business, distributions that we make and income from the sale of our stock
generally should not give rise to UBTI to a tax-exempt stockholder.

        To the extent that we are (or a part of us, or a disregarded subsidiary of ours is) a TMP, or if we hold residual interests in a REMIC, a
portion of the dividends paid to a tax-exempt stockholder that is allocable to excess inclusion income may be treated as UBTI. If, however,
excess inclusion income is allocable to some categories of tax-exempt stockholders that are not subject to UBTI, we might be subject to
corporate level tax on such income, and, in that case, may reduce the amount of distributions to those stockholders whose ownership gave rise to
the tax. See "�Taxation of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation�Taxable Mortgage Pools and Excess Inclusion Income." As required by
IRS guidance, we intend to notify our stockholders if a portion of a dividend paid by us is attributable to excess inclusion income.

        Tax-exempt stockholders that are social clubs, voluntary employee benefit associations, supplemental unemployment benefit trusts, and
qualified group legal services plans exempt from federal income taxation under sections 501(c)(7), (c)(9), (c)(17) and (c)(20) of the Internal
Revenue Code are subject to different UBTI rules, which generally require such stockholders to characterize distributions that we make as
UBTI.

        In certain circumstances, a pension trust that owns more than 10% of our stock could be required to treat a percentage of the dividends as
UBTI, if we are a "pension-held REIT." We will not be a pension-held REIT unless (1) we are required to "look through" one or more of our
pension trust stockholders in order to satisfy the REIT closely held test and (2) either (i) one pension trust owns more than 25% of the value of
our stock, or (ii) one or more pension trusts, each individually holding more than 10% of the value of our stock, collectively owns more than
50% of the value of our stock. Certain restrictions on ownership and transfer of our stock generally should prevent a tax-exempt entity from
owning more than 10% of the value of our stock, and generally should prevent us from becoming a pension-held REIT.

Tax-exempt stockholders are urged to consult their tax advisors regarding the federal, state, local and foreign income and other tax
consequences of owning Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation stock.

Other Tax Considerations

Legislative or Other Actions Affecting REITs

        The Housing and Economic Recovery Tax Act of 2008, or the 2008 Act, contains a number of rules intended to permit REITs additional
flexibility in conducting their operations. For example, the 2008 Act liberalizes the rules relating to foreign currency income associated with real
estate activities and permits the value of taxable REIT subsidiaries to represent up to 25% of a REIT's assets. The 2008 Act, among other things,
shortens from four years to two years the minimum holding period under the safe harbor provisions of the Code that prevent the imposition of
the 100% prohibited transactions tax. While the 2008 Act generally applies to taxable years beginning after the date of
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enactment, the rules relating to the prohibited transaction safe harbor apply to sales made after the date of enactment.

        The present U.S. federal income tax treatment of REITs may be modified, possibly with retroactive effect, by legislative, judicial or
administrative action at any time. The REIT rules are constantly under review by persons involved in the legislative process and by the IRS and
the U.S. Department of the Treasury, which may result in statutory changes as well as revisions to regulations and interpretations. Changes to the
federal tax laws and interpretations thereof could adversely affect an investment in our stock.

State, Local and Foreign Taxes

        We and our subsidiaries and stockholders may be subject to state, local or foreign taxation in various jurisdictions, including those in which
we or they transact business, own property or reside. Our state, local or foreign tax treatment and that of our stockholders may not conform to
the U.S. federal income tax treatment discussed above. Any foreign taxes that we incur do not pass through to stockholders as a credit against
their U.S. federal income tax liability. Prospective investors should consult their tax advisors regarding the application and effect of state, local
and foreign income and other tax laws on an investment in our stock.
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 ERISA CONSIDERATIONS

        A fiduciary of a pension, profit sharing, retirement or other employee benefit plan, or plan, subject to the Employee Retirement Income
Security Act of 1974, as amended, or ERISA, should consider the fiduciary standards under ERISA in the context of the plan's particular
circumstances before authorizing an investment of a portion of such plan's assets in the shares of common stock. Accordingly, such fiduciary
should consider (i) whether the investment satisfies the diversification requirements of Section 404(a)(1)(C) of ERISA, (ii) whether the
investment is in accordance with the documents and instruments governing the plan as required by Section 404(a)(1)(D) of ERISA, and
(iii) whether the investment is prudent under ERISA. In addition to the imposition of general fiduciary standards of investment prudence and
diversification, ERISA, and the corresponding provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, prohibit a wide range of transactions involving the
assets of the plan and persons who have certain specified relationships to the plan ("parties in interest" within the meaning of ERISA,
"disqualified persons" within the meaning of Internal Revenue Code). Thus, a plan fiduciary considering an investment in the shares of common
stock also should consider whether the acquisition or the continued holding of the shares of common stock might constitute or give rise to a
direct or indirect prohibited transaction that is not subject to an exemption issued by the Department of Labor, or the DOL.

        The DOL, has issued final regulations, or the DOL Regulations, as to what constitutes assets of an employee benefit plan under ERISA.
Under the DOL Regulations, if a plan acquires an equity interest in an entity, which interest is neither a "publicly offered security" nor a security
issued by an investment company registered under the 1940 Act, the plan's assets would include, for purposes of the fiduciary responsibility
provision of ERISA, both the equity interest and an undivided interest in each of the entity's underlying assets unless certain specified exceptions
apply. The DOL Regulations define a publicly offered security as a security that is "widely held," "freely transferable," and either part of a class
of securities registered under the Exchange Act, or sold pursuant to an effective registration statement under the Securities Act (provided the
securities are registered under the Exchange Act within 120 days after the end of the fiscal year of the issuer during which the public offering
occurred). The shares of common stock are being sold in an offering registered under the Securities Act and will be registered under the
Exchange Act.

        The DOL Regulations provided that a security is "widely held" only if it is part of a class of securities that is owned by 100 or more
investors independent of the issuer and of one another. A security will not fail to be "widely held" because the number of independent investors
falls below 100 subsequent to the initial public offering as a result of events beyond the issuer's control. The company expects the common stock
to be "widely held" upon completion of the initial public offering.

        The DOL Regulations provide that whether a security is "freely transferable" is a factual question to be determined on the basis of all
relevant facts and circumstances. The DOL Regulations further provide that when a security is part of an offering in which the minimum
investment is $10,000 or less, as is the case with this offering, certain restrictions ordinarily will not, alone or in combination, affect the finding
that such securities are "freely transferable." We believe that the restrictions imposed under our certificate of incorporation on the transfer of our
common stock are limited to the restrictions on transfer generally permitted under the DOL Regulations are not likely to result in the failure of
common stock to be "freely transferable." The DOL Regulations only establish a presumption in favor of the finding of free transferability, and,
therefore, no assurance can be given that the DOL will not reach a contrary conclusion.

        Assuming that the common stock will be "widely held" and freely transferable," we believe that our common stock will be publicly offered
securities for purposes of the DOL Regulations and that our assets will not be deemed to be "plan assets" of any plan that invests in our common
stock.

        Each holder of our common stock will be deemed to have represented and agreed that its purchase and holding of such common stock (or
any interest therein) will not constitute or result in a non-exempt prohibited transaction under ERISA or Section 4975 of the Internal Revenue
Code.
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 UNDERWRITING

        Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. and Citigroup Global Markets Inc. are acting as
representatives of each of the underwriters named below. Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in a purchase agreement among us and the
underwriters, we have agreed to sell to the underwriters, and each of the underwriters has agreed, severally and not jointly, to purchase from us,
the number of shares of common stock set forth opposite its name below.

Underwriter

Number
of

Shares
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith

Incorporated
Deutsche Bank Securities Inc. 
Citigroup Global Markets Inc. 

Total

        Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the purchase agreement, the underwriters have agreed, severally and not jointly, to purchase
all of the shares of common stock sold under the purchase agreement if any of these shares are purchased. If an underwriter defaults, the
purchase agreement provides that the purchase commitments of the nondefaulting underwriters may be increased or the purchase agreement may
be terminated.

        We have agreed to indemnify the underwriters against certain liabilities and our Manager has agreed to indemnify the underwriters against
certain liabilities with respect to certain information contained in this prospectus, in each case including liabilities under the Securities Act, or to
contribute to payments the underwriters may be required to make in respect of those liabilities.

        The underwriters are offering the shares of common stock, subject to prior sale, when, as and if issued to and accepted by them, subject to
approval of legal matters by their counsel, including the validity of the shares of common stock, and other conditions contained in the purchase
agreement, such as the receipt by the underwriters of officer's certificates and legal opinions. The underwriters reserve the right to withdraw,
cancel or modify offers to the public and to reject orders in whole or in part.

Commissions and Discounts

        The representatives have advised us that the underwriters propose initially to offer the shares of common stock to the public at the public
offering price set forth on the cover page of this prospectus and to dealers at that price less a concession not in excess of $            per share. The
underwriters may allow, and the dealers may reallow, a discount not in excess of $            per share to other dealers. After the initial offering, the
public offering price, concession or any other term of this offering may be changed.

        The following table shows the underwriting discount. The information assumes either no exercise or full exercise by the underwriters of
their overallotment option.

Per
Share

Without
Option

With
Option

Public offering price $ $ $
Underwriting discount(1) $ $ $
Proceeds, before expenses, to us $ $ $

(1)
The underwriters will be entitled to receive $                        per share from us at closing. In addition, our Manager will pay to the
underwriters $                        per share for shares sold in this
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offering at closing and the underwriters will forego the receipt of payment of $                        per share, subject to the following. We
will agree to reimburse the $                        per share to our Manager and pay the $                        per share to the underwriters if
during any full period of four consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters after the consummation of this
offering, our Core Earnings (as described herein) for any such consecutive four-quarter period exceeds an 8% performance hurdle rate
(as described herein). If this requirement is not satisfied, the aggregate underwriting discount would be $                        . The following
presents this information both assuming that the 8% performance hurdle rate is met and assuming that it is not met:

Performance Hurdle Rate Is Not Met
Per

Share
Public offering price $
Initial underwriting discount paid by us at closing ( %) $
Underwriting discount paid by our Manager at closing ( %) $

Total underwriting discount paid by us and our Manager if performance
hurdle rate is not met ( %) $

Performance Hurdle Rate Is Met
Per

Share
Public offering price $
Initial underwriting discount paid by us at closing ( %) $
Underwriting discount paid by our Manager at closing and reimbursed by us if
performance hurdle rate is met ( %) $
Additional underwriting discount paid by us if performance hurdle rate is met
( %) $

Total underwriting discount paid by us if performance hurdle is met ( %) $

        The performance hurdle rate will be met if, during any period of four consecutive calendar quarters during the 24 full calendar quarters
after the consummation of this offering, our Core Earnings for any such four-quarter period exceeds the product of (x) the weighted average of
the issue price per share of all public offerings of our common stock, multiplied by the weighted average number of shares of our common stock
outstanding (including any restricted shares of our common stock and any other shares of our common stock underlying awards granted under
our equity incentive plans) in such four-quarter period and (y) 8%.

        Payment by our Manager of a portion of the underwriting discount at the time of closing reduces the amount immediately payable by us. If
the performance hurdle rate is met, we will reimburse our Manager for the underwriting discount it had previously paid to the underwriters. If
this performance hurdle rate is not met, we will never reimburse our Manager for the                        % underwriting discount paid by our
Manager at the closing (unless the management agreement is terminated under circumstances in which we are required to pay the termination
fee). Payment of a portion of the underwriting discount is in our Manager's interest because in the event this offering is successfully completed,
our Manager will earn fees based on its management of us. By using this performance hurdle rate as a trigger for the reimbursement, this ensures
that the payment will only occur when and if we have reached a certain level of performance, instead of at the closing when we have not yet
invested any of the proceeds raised in this offering.

        Deferral by the underwriters of a portion of the underwriting discount further reduces the amount payable by us at closing (and, if the
performance hurdle rate described above is met, we will then pay to the underwriters the amount deferred, having the same timing benefit to us
as described above). If the performance hurdle rate is not met, we will never pay to the underwriters the deferred                        % underwriting
discount.
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        The expenses of this offering, not including the underwriting discount, are estimated at $                and are payable by us.

Overallotment Option

        We have granted an option to the underwriters to purchase up to                additional shares at the public offering price, less the
underwriting discount. The underwriters may exercise this option for 30 days from the date of this prospectus solely to cover any overallotments.
If the underwriters exercise this option, each will be obligated, subject to conditions contained in the purchase agreement, to purchase a number
of additional shares proportionate to that underwriter's initial amount reflected in the above table.

Reserved Shares

        At our request, the underwriters have reserved for sale, at the initial public offering price, up to            shares offered by this prospectus for
sale to some of our directors and officers or employees of our Manager. If these persons purchase reserved shares, this will reduce the number of
shares available for sale to the general public. Any reserved shares that are not orally confirmed for purchase within one day of the pricing of
this offering will be offered by the underwriters to the general public on the same terms as the other shares offered by this prospectus.

No Sales of Similar Securities

        We and our Manager have, and each of our directors and executive officers and each executive officer of our Manager has, agreed not to
sell or transfer any common stock or securities convertible into, exchangeable for, exercisable for, or repayable with common stock, for
180 days after the date of this prospectus without first obtaining the written consent of the representatives of the underwriters. In addition, our
Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager have agreed with the underwriters not to sell or transfer the shares of common stock that
they purchase in the concurrent private placement for a period of two years after the date of this prospectus without first obtaining the written
consent of the representatives of the underwriters. Specifically, we and these other persons have agreed, with certain limited exceptions, not to
directly or indirectly

�
offer, pledge, sell or contract to sell any common stock,

�
sell any option or contract to purchase any common stock,

�
purchase any option or contract to sell any common stock,

�
grant any option, right or warrant for the sale of any common stock,

�
lend or otherwise dispose of or transfer any common stock,

�
request or demand that we file a registration statement related to the common stock, or

�
enter into any swap or other agreement that transfers, in whole or in part, the economic consequence of ownership of any
common stock whether any such swap or transaction is to be settled by delivery of shares or other securities, in cash or
otherwise.

        The lock-up provisions described above apply to common stock and to securities convertible into or exchangeable or exercisable for or
repayable with common stock. It also applies to common stock owned now or acquired later by the person executing the agreement or for which
the person executing the agreement later acquires the power of disposition. In the event that either (x) during the last 17 days of the lock-up
periods referred to above, we issue an earnings release or material news or a material event relating to us occurs or (y) prior to the expiration of
the lock-up periods, we announce that we will release earnings results or become aware that material news or a material event will occur
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during the 16-day period beginning on the last day of the respective lock-up period, as applicable, the restrictions described above shall continue
to apply until the expiration of the 18-day period beginning on the issuance of the earnings release or the occurrence of the material news or
material event, as applicable.

New York Stock Exchange Listing

        Our common stock has been approved for listing on the New York Stock Exchange, subject to official notice of issuance, under the symbol
"WMC." In order to meet the requirements for listing on that exchange, the underwriters have undertaken to sell a minimum number of shares of
common stock to a minimum number of beneficial owners as required by that exchange.

        Before this offering, there has been no public market for our common stock. The initial public offering price will be determined through
negotiations between us and the representatives. In addition to prevailing market conditions, the factors to be considered in determining the
initial public offering price are

�
the valuation multiples of publicly traded companies that the representatives believe to be comparable to us,

�
our financial information,

�
the prospects for our company and the industry in which we compete,

�
an assessment of our management, its past and present operations, and the prospects for, and timing of, our future revenues,

�
the present state of our development, and

�
the above factors in relation to market values and various valuation measures of other companies engaged in activities
similar to ours.

        An active trading market for the shares of common stock may not develop. It is also possible that after the offering the shares of common
stock will not trade in the public market at or above the initial public offering price.

        The underwriters do not expect to sell more than 5% of the shares of common stock in the aggregate to accounts over which they exercise
discretionary authority.

Price Stabilization, Short Positions and Penalty Bids

        Until the distribution of the shares of common stock is completed, SEC rules may limit underwriters and selling group members from
bidding for and purchasing our common stock. However, the representatives may engage in transactions that stabilize the price of the common
stock, such as bids or purchases to peg, fix or maintain that price.

        In connection with this offering, the underwriters may purchase and sell our common stock in the open market. These transactions may
include short sales, purchases on the open market to cover positions created by short sales and stabilizing transactions. Short sales involve the
sale by the underwriters of a greater number of shares than they are required to purchase in the offering. "Covered" short sales are sales made in
an amount not greater than the underwriters' option to purchase additional shares in the offering. The underwriters may close out any covered
short position by either exercising their overallotment option or purchasing shares in the open market. In determining the source of shares to
close out the covered short position, the underwriters will consider, among other things, the price of shares available for purchase in the open
market as compared to the price at which they may purchase shares through the overallotment option. "Naked" short sales are sales in excess of
the overallotment option. The underwriters must close out any naked short position by
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purchasing shares in the open market. A naked short position is more likely to be created if the underwriters are concerned that there may be
downward pressure on the price of our common stock in the open market after pricing that could adversely affect investors who purchase in the
offering. Stabilizing transactions consist of various bids for or purchases of shares of common stock made by the underwriters in the open
market prior to the completion of the offering.

        The underwriters may also impose a penalty bid. This occurs when a particular underwriter repays to the underwriters a portion of the
underwriting discount received by it because the representatives have repurchased shares sold by or for the account of such underwriter in
stabilizing or short covering transactions.

        Similar to other purchase transactions, the underwriters' purchases to cover the syndicate short sales may have the effect of raising or
maintaining the market price of our common stock or preventing or retarding a decline in the market price of our common stock. As a result, the
price of our common stock may be higher than the price that might otherwise exist in the open market.

        Neither we nor any of the underwriters make any representation or prediction as to the direction or magnitude of any effect that the
transactions described above may have on the price of our common stock. In addition, neither we nor any of the underwriters make any
representation that the representatives will engage in these transactions or that these transactions, once commenced, will not be discontinued
without notice.

Electronic Offer, Sale and Distribution of Shares

        In connection with this offering, certain of the underwriters or securities dealers may distribute prospectuses by electronic means, such as
e-mail. In addition, certain of the underwriters may facilitate Internet distribution for this offering to certain of its Internet subscription
customers. These underwriters may allocate a limited number of shares for sale to its online brokerage customers. An electronic prospectus may
be made available on the Internet web site maintained by certain underwriters. Other than any prospectus in electronic format, the information
on an underwriter's web site is not part of this prospectus.

Other Relationships

        Some of the underwriters and their affiliates have engaged in, and may in the future engage in, investment banking and other commercial
dealings in the ordinary course of business with us and/or our affiliates. They have received, or may in the future receive, customary fees and
commissions for these transactions. The underwriters or their affiliates have engaged in transactions with, and have performed underwriting,
investment banking, lending and advisory services for Legg Mason and/or its affiliates in the ordinary course of their business and may do so for
us as well as Legg Mason and/or its affiliates in the future. Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Deutsche Bank Securities Inc.
and Citigroup Global Markets Inc. have previously acted as financial advisors to Legg Mason and/or its affiliates and have entered into
repurchase agreements, credit default swaps, equity swaps, foreign exchange contracts, guarantees or other derivative contracts with Legg
Mason. They have received or will receive customary fees and reimbursements of expenses for these transactions and services. In addition,
Merrill Lynch International, an affiliate of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, has agreed to provide us with a financing
commitment with respect to a repurchase facility.

Notice to Prospective Investors in the European Economic Area

        In relation to each Member State of the European Economic Area which has implemented the Prospectus Directive (each, a Relevant
Member State) an offer to the public of any shares of common stock which are the subject of the offering contemplated by this prospectus may
not be made in that
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Relevant Member State, except that an offer to the public in that Relevant Member State of any shares of common stock may be made at any
time under the following exemptions under the Prospectus Directive, if they have been implemented in that Relevant Member State:

(a)
to legal entities which are authorized or regulated to operate in the financial markets or, if not so authorized or regulated,
whose corporate purpose is solely to invest in securities;

(b)
to any legal entity which has two or more of (1) an average of at least 250 employees during the last financial year; (2) a
total balance sheet of more than €43,000,000 and (3) an annual net turnover of more than €50,000,000, as shown in its last
annual or consolidated accounts;

(c)
by the underwriters to fewer than 100 natural or legal persons (other than "qualified investors" as defined in the Prospectus
Directive) subject to obtaining the prior consent of the representatives for any such offer; or

(d)
in any other circumstances falling within Article 3(2) of the Prospectus Directive;

provided that no such offer of shares of common stock shall result in a requirement for the publication by us or any underwriter or agent of a
prospectus pursuant to Article 3 of the Prospectus Directive.

        Any person making or intending to make any offer of shares of common stock within the European Economic Area should only do so in
circumstances in which no obligation arises for us or any of the underwriters to produce a prospectus for such offer. Neither we nor the
underwriters have authorized, nor do they authorize, the making of any offer of shares through any financial intermediary, other than offers
made by the underwriters which constitute the final offering of shares contemplated in this prospectus.

        For the purposes of this provision, and your representation below, the expression an "offer to the public" in relation to any shares of
common stock in any Relevant Member State means the communication in any form and by any means of sufficient information on the terms of
the offer and any shares of common stock to be offered so as to enable an investor to decide to purchase any shares, as the same may be varied in
that Relevant Member State by any measure implementing the Prospectus Directive in that Relevant Member State and the expression
"Prospectus Directive" means Directive 2003/71/EC and includes any relevant implementing measure in each Relevant Member State.

        Each person in a Relevant Member State who receives any communication in respect of, or who acquires any shares under, the offer of
shares of common stock contemplated by this prospectus will be deemed to have represented, warranted and agreed to and with us and each
underwriter that:

(a)
it is a "qualified investor" within the meaning of the law in that Relevant Member State implementing Article 2(1)(e) of the
Prospectus Directive; and

(b)
in the case of any shares acquired by it as a financial intermediary, as that term is used in Article 3(2) of the Prospectus
Directive, (i) the shares acquired by it in this offering have not been acquired on behalf of, nor have they been acquired with
a view to their offer or resale to, persons in any Relevant Member State other than "qualified investors" (as defined in the
Prospectus Directive), or in circumstances in which the prior consent of the representatives has been given to the offer or
resale; or (ii) where shares have been acquired by it on behalf of persons in any Relevant Member State other than qualified
investors, the offer of those shares to it is not treated under the Prospectus Directive as having been made to such persons.

Notice to Prospective Investors in Switzerland

        This document as well as any other material relating to the shares of common stock which are the subject of the offering contemplated by
this prospectus do not constitute an issue prospectus pursuant to Article 652a of the Swiss Code of Obligations. The shares of common stock will
not be listed on the
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SWX Swiss Exchange and, therefore, the documents relating to the shares of common stock, including, but not limited to, this document, do not
claim to comply with the disclosure standards of the listing rules of SWX Swiss Exchange and corresponding prospectus schemes annexed to the
listing rules of the SWX Swiss Exchange.

        The shares of common stock are being offered in Switzerland by way of a private placement, i.e. to a small number of selected investors
only, without any public offer and only to investors who do not purchase the shares of common stock with the intention to distribute them to the
public. The investors will be individually approached by us from time to time.

        This document as well as any other material relating to the shares of common stock is personal and confidential and do not constitute an
offer to any other person. This document may only be used by those investors to whom it has been handed out in connection with the offering
described herein and may neither directly nor indirectly be distributed or made available to other persons without our express consent. It may not
be used in connection with any other offer and shall in particular not be copied and/or distributed to the public in (or from) Switzerland.

Notice to Prospective Investors in the Dubai International Financial Centre

        This document relates to an exempt offer in accordance with the Offered Securities Rules of the Dubai Financial Services Authority. This
document is intended for distribution only to persons of a type specified in those rules. It must not be delivered to, or relied on by, any other
person. The Dubai Financial Services Authority has no responsibility for reviewing or verifying any documents in connection with exempt
offers. The Dubai Financial Services Authority has not approved this document nor taken steps to verify the information set out in it, and has no
responsibility for it. The shares of common stock which are the subject of the offering contemplated by this prospectus may be illiquid and/or
subject to restrictions on their resale. Prospective purchasers of the shares of common stock offered should conduct their own due diligence on
the shares. If you do not understand the contents of this document you should consult an authorized financial adviser.

Notice to Prospective Investors in Hong Kong

        This prospectus has not been approved by or registered with the Securities and Futures Commission of Hong Kong or the Registrar of
Companies of Hong Kong. The shares of common stock will not be offered or sold in Hong Kong other than (a) to "professional investors" as
defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance (Cap. 571) of Hong Kong and any rules made under that Ordinance; or (b) in other
circumstances which do not result in the document being a "prospectus" as defined in the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 32) of Hong Kong or
which do not constitute an offer to the public within the meaning of that Ordinance. No advertisement, invitation or document relating to the
shares of common stock which is directed at, or the contents of which are likely to be accessed or read by, the public of Hong Kong (except if
permitted to do so under the securities laws of Hong Kong) has been issued or will be issued in Hong Kong or elsewhere other than with respect
to shares of common stock which are or are intended to be disposed of only to persons outside Hong Kong or only to "professional investors" as
defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance and any rules made under that Ordinance.

Notice to Prospective Investors in Singapore

        This prospectus has not been registered as a prospectus with the Monetary Authority of Singapore. Accordingly, this prospectus and any
other document or material in connection with the offer or sale, or invitation for subscription or purchase, of the shares may not be circulated or
distributed, nor may the shares of common stock be offered or sold, or be made the subject of an invitation for subscription or purchase, whether
directly or indirectly, to persons in Singapore other than (i) to an institutional
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investor under Section 274 of the Securities and Futures Act (Chapter 289), or the SFA, (ii) to a relevant person, or any person pursuant to
Section 275(1A), and in accordance with the conditions, specified in Section 275 of the SFA or (iii) otherwise pursuant to, and in accordance
with the conditions of, any other applicable provision of the SFA. Where the shares of common stock are subscribed or purchased under
Section 275 by a relevant person which is: (a) a corporation (which is not an accredited investor) the sole business of which is to hold
investments and the entire share capital of which is owned by one or more individuals, each of whom is an accredited investor; or (b) a trust
(where the trustee is not an accredited investor) whose sole purpose is to hold investments and each beneficiary is an accredited investor, then
shares, debentures and units of shares and debentures of that corporation or the beneficiaries' rights and interest in that trust shall not be
transferable for 6 months after that corporation or that trust has acquired the shares of common stock under Section 275 except: (i) to an
institutional investor under Section 274 of the SFA or to a relevant person, or any person pursuant to Section 275(1A), and in accordance with
the conditions, specified in Section 275 of the SFA; (ii) where no consideration is given for the transfer; or (iii) by operation of law.

Notice to Prospective Investors in Korea

        This prospectus should not be construed in any way as our (or any of our affiliates or agents) soliciting investment or offering to sell our
shares of common stock in the Republic of Korea, or Korea. We are not making any representation with respect to the eligibility of any
recipients of this prospectus to acquire the shares of common stock under the laws of Korea, including, without limitation, the Financial
Investment Services and Capital Markets Act, or the FSCMA, the Foreign Exchange Transaction Act, or the FETA, and any regulations
thereunder. The shares of common stock have not been registered with the Financial Services Commission of Korea in any way pursuant to the
FSCMA, and the shares of common stock may not be offered, sold or delivered, or offered or sold to any person for reoffering or resale, directly
or indirectly, in Korea or to any resident of Korea except pursuant to applicable laws and regulations of Korea. Furthermore, the shares of
common stock may not be resold to any Korean resident unless such Korean resident as the purchaser of the resold shares complies with all
applicable regulatory requirements (including, without limitation, reporting or approval requirements under the FETA and regulations
thereunder) relating to the purchase of the resold shares.
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 LEGAL MATTERS

        Certain legal matters relating to this offering will be passed upon for us by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, New York, New
York. Certain legal matters relating to this offering will be passed upon for the underwriters by Clifford Chance US LLP, New York, New York.

 EXPERTS

        The balance sheet of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation (a corporation in the development stage) as of June 9, 2009, included in
this prospectus has been so included in reliance on the report of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, an independent registered public accounting firm,
given on the authority of said firm as experts in auditing and accounting.

 WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

        We have filed with the SEC a registration statement on Form S-11, including exhibits and schedules filed with the registration statement of
which this prospectus is a part, under the Securities Act, with respect to the shares of common stock to be sold in this offering. This prospectus
does not contain all of the information set forth in the registration statement and exhibits and schedules to the registration statement. For further
information with respect to us and the shares of common stock to be sold in this offering, reference is made to the registration statement,
including the exhibits and schedules to the registration statement. Copies of the registration statement, including the exhibits and schedules to the
registration statement, may be examined without charge at the public reference room of the Securities and Exchange Commission, 100 F Street,
N.E., Room 1580, Washington, D. C. 20549. Information about the operation of the public reference room may be obtained by calling the SEC
at 1-800-SEC-0300. Copies of all or a portion of the registration statement may be obtained from the public reference room of the SEC upon
payment of prescribed fees. Our SEC filings, including our registration statement, are also available to you, free of charge, on the SEC's website
at www.sec.gov.

        As a result of this offering, we will become subject to the information and reporting requirements of the Exchange Act and will file periodic
reports, proxy statements and will make available to our stockholders annual reports containing audited financial information for each year and
quarterly reports for the first three quarters of each fiscal year containing unaudited interim financial information.
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 APPENDIX I

        The information in this Appendix I shows summary information concerning five investment vehicles managed by our Manager: the MBS
Fund, the Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund. The Prior
Performance Tables set forth information for each portfolio as of the dates indicated regarding (i) experience in raising and investing funds
(Table I); (ii) compensation to our Manager (Table II); and (iii) operating results (Table III). We have also included results of completed
programs (Table IV) for the LMP Variable Government Fund. For additional discussion on the prior performance of the MBS Fund, the
Structured Securities Fund, the Smash Fund, the LMP Government Fund and the LMP Variable Government Fund please see "Our
Manager�Historical Performance of Our Manager's Investments in Our Target Assets."

 MBS Fund

        The MBS Fund is a commingled investment vehicle offered privately on a continuous basis to investment management clients of our
Manager. Table I below provides a summary of the experience of our Manager in raising and investing funds in the MBS Fund for the fiscal
years ended December 31, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 and 2004. The MBS Fund began on December 2, 2004, so the disclosure for the year ended
December 31, 2004 is solely for that partial period.

Table I

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2004
(partial) 2005 2006 2007 2008

(dollars in thousands)
Date fund commenced

MBS Fund December 2, 2004
Dollar amount raised(1) $50,383 $7,136,623 $2,239,500 $3,255,099 ($ 6,198,952)
Less offering expenses(2)

Selling commissions and
discounts retained by
affiliates � � � � �
Organizational expenses 23
Other � � � � �

Reserves � � � � �
Percent available for
investments(2) 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Acquisition costs(3) � � � � �
Percent leverage(4) 0 0 0 0 0

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
No commissions or other offering expenses are attributable to the fund.

(3)
There are no acquisition costs attributable to the securities and other instruments purchased on behalf of the fund. Any fees or dealer mark-ups are
embedded in the price of the purchased asset and are not able to be segregated from the price paid for the asset.

(4)
Amount represents debt as a percentage of net assets.
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        Table II below summarizes the amount and type of compensation paid to our Manager for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008, 2007,
2006, 2005 and 2004, in connection with the ongoing operations of the MBS Fund. The MBS Fund began on December 2, 2004, so the
disclosure for the year ended December 31, 2004 is solely for that partial period. Our Manager does not receive any direct compensation for
management of the MBS Fund. The management fees paid by each investor are made pursuant to a separate investment management agreement
signed with our Manager and are based on the investor's overall investment account with our Manager rather than the specific allocation of such
investor's account among the funds managed by our Manager. The MBS Fund typically makes up only a portion of an investor's investment
account with our Manager.

Table II

As of and for the years ending December 31,
2004

(partial) 2005 2006 2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
MBS Fund December 2, 2004

Dollar amount raised(1) $50,383 $7,136,623 $2,239,500 $3,255,099 ($ 6,198,952)
Amount paid to sponsor
from proceeds of offering � � � � �
Realized net investment
income before deducting
payments to sponsor 114 46,712 555,406 627,004 616,837
Amount paid to sponsor
from operations: � � � � �

Management fees(2) � � � � �
Reimbursements � � � � �

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
Our Manager's fee is not charged to the fund, but is paid directly by the participants pursuant to a separately negotiated investment management
agreement.
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        Table III below summarizes the operating results of the MBS Fund, presented on a GAAP basis, for the fiscal years ended December 31,
2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 and 2004. The MBS Fund began on December 2, 2004, so the disclosure for the year ended December 31, 2004 is solely
for that partial period.

Table III

As of and for the years ending December 31,
2004

(partial) 2005 2006 2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Investment income $ 22 $ 130,840 $ 415,280 $ 620,073 $ 530,285
Expenses

Interest expense � � � � �
Management fee expense � � � � �
Other expenses � 458 3,708 2,444 2,152

Total expenses � 458 3,708 2,444 2,152
Other income (loss)

Net realized gain (loss) on
investments 92 (83,670) 143,834 9,375 88,704
Net unrealized gain (loss) on
investments 78 41,081 (87,687) (89,716) (1,438,788)

Total other income (loss) $ 170 $ (42,589) $ 56,147 $ (80,341) $(1,350,084)

Net income (loss) 192 87,793 467,719 537,288 (821,951)

Cash generated from (used in)
Operating activities (41,984) (7,134,963) (2,252,807) (3,282,633) 6,111,768
Subscriptions 42,383 7,319,556 2,880,892 5,914,670 479,763
Financing � 225 715 � 569

Total cash generated (used) 399 184,818 628,800 2,632,037 6,592,100
Less: cash distributions to
investors

Redemptions � (185,217) (628,800) (2,625,096) (6,598,101)
Special items � � � � �

Cash generated (deficiency) after
redemptions and special items 399 (399) � 6,941 (6,001)
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 Structured Securities Fund

        The Structured Securities Fund is a commingled investment vehicle offered privately on a continuous basis to investment management
clients of our Manager. Table I below provides a summary of the experience of our Manager in raising and investing funds in the Structured
Securities Fund for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008 and 2007. The Structured Securities Fund began on July 27, 2007, so the
disclosure for the year ended December 31, 2007 is solely for that partial period.

Table I

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2007
(partial) 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
Structured Securities Fund July 27, 2007

Dollar amount raised(1) $176,345 $123,678
Less offering expenses(2)

Selling commissions and discounts retained by affiliates � �
Organizational expenses 32 �
Other � �

Reserves � �
Percent available for investments(2) 100% 100%

Acquisition costs(3) � �
Percent leverage(4) 0 0

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
No commissions or other offering expenses are attributable to the fund.

(3)
There are no acquisition costs attributable to the securities and other instruments purchased on behalf of the fund. Any fees or dealer mark-ups are
embedded in the price of the purchased asset and are not able to be segregated from the price paid for the asset.

(4)
Amount represents debt as a percentage of net assets.
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        Table II below summarizes the amount and type of compensation paid to our Manager for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008 and
2007, in connection with the ongoing operations of the Structured Securities Fund. The Structured Securities Fund began on July 27, 2007, so
the disclosure for the year ended December 31, 2007 is solely for that partial period. Our Manager does not receive any direct compensation for
management of the Structured Securities Fund. The management fees paid by each investor are made pursuant to a separate investment
management agreement signed with our Manager and are based on the investor's overall investment account with our Manager rather than the
specific allocation of such investor's account among the funds managed by our Manager. The Structured Securities Fund typically only makes up
a portion of an investor's investment account.

Table II

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2007
(partial) 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
Structured Securities Fund July 27, 2007

Dollar amount raised(1) $176,345 $123,678
Amount paid to sponsor from proceeds of offering � �
Realized net investment income before deducting payments to sponsor 3,890 18,507
Amount paid to sponsor from operations:

Management fees(2) � �
Reimbursements � �

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
Our Manager's fee is not charged to the Structured Securities Fund, but is paid directly by the participants pursuant to a separately negotiated
investment management agreement.
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        Table III below summarizes the operating results of the Structured Securities Fund, presented on a GAAP basis, for the fiscal years ended
December 31, 2008 and 2007. The Structured Securities Fund began on July 27, 2007, so the disclosure for the year ended December 31, 2007 is
solely for that partial period.

Table III

As of and for the years
ending December 31,
2007

(partial) 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Investment income $ 4,386 $ 21,651
Expenses

Interest expense � �
Management fee expense � �
Other expenses 99 170

Total expenses 99 170
Other income (loss)

Net realized gain (loss) on investments (397) (2,975)
Net unrealized gain (loss) on investments (13,535) (80,969)

Total other income (loss) (13,932) (83,944)

Net income (loss) $ (9,645) $ (62,463)

Cash generated from (used in)
Operating activities $(176,323) $(124,219)
Subscriptions 176,345 130,178
Financing � 519

Total cash generated (used) 22 6,478
Less: cash distributions to investors

Redemptions � (6,500)
Special items � �

Cash generated (deficiency) after redemptions and special items $ 22 $ (22)
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 Smash Fund

        The Smash Fund is an open end mutual fund. Table I below provides a summary of the experience of our Manager or its affiliates in raising
and investing funds in the Smash Fund for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2008 and 2007. Our Manager began managing the Smash Fund
since the fund's inception on January 1, 2007.

Table I

As of and for the years
ending October 31,

2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
Smash Fund January 1,

2007
Dollar amount raised(1) $43,057 $76,070
Less offering expenses(2)

Selling commissions and discounts retained by affiliates � �
Organizational expenses(3) 63 �
Other � �

Reserves � �
Percent available for investments(2) 100% 100%

Acquisition costs(4) � �
Percent leverage(5) 0 0

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
No commissions or other offering expenses are attributable to the fund.

(3)
Organizational expenses were borne by Legg Mason.

(4)
There are no acquisition costs attributable to the securities and other instruments purchased on behalf of the fund. Any fees or dealer mark-ups are
embedded in the price of the purchased asset and are not able to be segregated from the price paid for the asset.

(5)
Amount represents debt as a percentage of net assets.
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        Table II below summarizes the amount and type of compensation paid to our Manager for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2008 and
2007, in connection with the ongoing operations of the Smash Fund. The Smash Fund does not charge a management fee. Shareholders of the
Smash Fund are participants in separately managed account programs and pay fees to program sponsors for the costs and expenses of the
programs, including fees for investment advice and portfolio execution. Our Manager may receive fees directly from a program sponsor when
the program participant elects to participate in an investment strategy managed by our Manager.

Table II

As of and for the years
ending October 31,

2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
Smash Fund January 1,

2007
Dollar amount raised(1) $43,057 $76,070
Amount paid to sponsor from proceeds of offering � �
Realized net investment income before deducting payments to sponsor 1,060 4,931
Amount paid to sponsor from operations: � �

Management fees(2) � �
Reimbursements (117) (151)

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
The Smash Fund does not charge a management fee.
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        Table III below summarizes the operating results of the Smash Fund, presented on a GAAP basis, for the fiscal years ended October 31,
2008 and 2007.

Table III

As of and for the years
ending October 31,

2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Investment income $ 443 $ 5,456
Expenses

Interest expense � �
Management fee expense � �
Other expenses 117 151
Expense reimbursements (117) (151)

Total expenses � �
Other income (loss)

Net realized gain (loss) on investments 617 (525)
Net unrealized gain (loss) on investments 66 (10,850)

Total other income (loss) $ 683 $ (11,375)

Net income (loss) 1,126 (5,919)

Cash generated from (used in)
Operating activities � �
Subscriptions 43,945 109,310

Financing � �

Total cash generated (used) 43,945 109,310
Less: cash distributions to investors

Redemptions (888) (33,240)
Distributions to shareholders (349) (5,437)
Special Items � �

Cash generated (deficiency) after redemptions, distributions to shareholders
and special items 42,708 70,633
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 LMP Government Fund

        The LMP Government Fund is an open end mutual fund. Table I below provides a summary of the experience of our Manager or its
affiliates in raising and investing funds in the LMP Government Fund for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2008, 2007 and 2006.

Table I

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2006 2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced
LMP Government Fund March 20,

1984
*

Dollar amount raised(1) $(56,162) $92,353 $3,772
Less offering expenses(2)

Selling commissions and discounts retained by affiliates 2 7 49
Organizational expenses � � �
Other � � �

Reserves � � �
Percent available for investments(2) 100% 100% 100%

Acquisition costs(3) � � �
Percent leverage(4) 0 0 0

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
No commissions or other offering expenses are attributable to the fund. Our Manager has managed the fund since January 1, 2006, and there were no
offering expenses associated with the transition of the fund to our Manager.

(3)
There are no acquisition costs attributable to the securities and other instruments purchased on behalf of the fund. Any fees or dealer mark-ups are
embedded in the price of the purchased asset and are not able to be segregated from the price paid for the asset.

(4)
Amount represents debt as a percentage of net assets.

*
Our Manager began managing the fund on January 1, 2006.
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        Table II below summarizes the amount and type of compensation paid to our Manager or its affiliates for the fiscal years ended
December 31, 2008, 2007 and 2006, in connection with the ongoing operations of the LMP Government Fund.

Table II

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2006 2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced

LMP Government Fund
March 20,

1984*
Dollar amount raised(1) $(56,162) $92,353 $ 3,772
Amount paid to sponsor from proceeds of offering � � �
Realized net investment income before deducting payments
to sponsor 20,591 37,972 37,202
Amount paid to sponsor from operations: � � �

Management fees 3,218 2,908 2,233
Reimbursements � � �

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

*
Our Manager began managing the fund on January 1, 2006.
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        Table III below summarizes the operating results of the LMP Government Fund, presented on a GAAP basis, for the fiscal years ended
December 31, 2008, 2007 and 2006. Our Manager began managing the LMP Government Fund on January 1, 2006.

Table III

As of and for the years
ending December 31,

2006 2007 2008
(dollars in thousands)

Investment income $ 30,540 $ 44,941 $ 32,320
Expenses

Interest expense � � �
Management fee expense 3,249 4,395 3,445
Management fee waiver (31) (1,487) (1,212)
Fees paid indirectly � (1) �
Other expenses 2,567 3,877 3,549

Total expenses 5,785 6,784 5,782
Other income (loss)

Net realized gain (loss) on investments (7,382) (3,093) 8,431
Net unrealized gain (loss) on investments 4,939 (6,715) (28,253)

Total other income (loss) $ (2,443) $ (9,808) $ (19,822)

Net income (loss) 22,312 28,349 6,716

Cash generated from (used in)
Operating activities 22,312 28,349 6,716
Subscriptions 62,902 119,295 127,677
Reinvestment of distributions 24,093 30,595 23,867
Net assets of shares issued in connection with merger � 389,475 38,794
Financing � � �

Total cash generated (used) 109,307 567,714 197,054
Less: cash distributions to shareholders

Redemptions (143,157) (447,012) (186,566)
Distributions to shareholders (27,353) (38,623) (26,979)
Return of capital � � �
Special items � � �

Cash generated (deficiency) after redemptions, distributions to
shareholders, return of capital and special items (61,203) 82,079 (16,491)
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 LMP Variable Government Fund

        The LMP Variable Government Fund was an open end mutual fund that closed on May 1, 2008. Table I below provides a summary of the
experience of our Manager or its affiliates in raising and investing funds in the LMP Variable Government Fund for the fiscal years ended
October 31, 2006 and October 31, 2007 and for the partial fiscal year 2008 through the LMP Variable Government Fund's closing on May 1,
2008. The disclosure for the fiscal year ended October 31, 2006 represents a partial year beginning from January 1, 2006 when our Manager
began managing the LMP Variable Government Fund.

Table I

As of and
for the period

1/1/2006 through
10/31/2006*

As of and
for the year

ended
10/31/2007

As of and
for the period

11/1/2007
through

4/30/2008**
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced

LMP Variable Government Fund
September 14,

1999
Dollar amount raised(1) $(11,329) $ (14,283) $ (111,453)
Less offering expenses(2)

Selling commissions and discounts
retained by affiliates � � �
Organizational expenses � � �
Other � � �

Reserves � � �
Percent available for investments(2) 100% 100% 100%

Acquisition costs(3) � � �
Percent leverage(4) 0 0 0

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

(2)
No commissions or other offering expenses are attributable to the fund. Our Manager managed the fund from December 2006 until its redemption in
April 2008 and there were no offering expenses associated with the transition of the fund to our Manager.

(3)
There are no acquisition costs attributable to the securities and other instruments purchased on behalf of the fund. Any fees or dealer mark-ups are
embedded in the price of the purchased asset and are not able to be segregated from the price paid for the asset.

(4)
Amount represents debt as a percentage of net assets.

*
Our Manager began managing the fund on January 1, 2006.

**
The fund closed on May 1, 2008.

        Table II below summarizes the amount and type of compensation paid to our Manager or its affiliates in connection with the management
of the LMP Variable Government Fund for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2006 and October 31, 2007 and for the partial fiscal year 2008
through the LMP Variable Government Fund's closing on May 1, 2008. The disclosure for the fiscal year ended October 31, 2006 represents a
partial year beginning from January 1, 2006 when our Manager began managing the LMP Variable Government Fund.
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Table II

As of and
for the period

1/1/2006 through
10/31/2006*

As of and
for the year

ended
10/31/2007

As of and
for the period

11/1/2007
through

4/30/2008**
(dollars in thousands)

Date fund commenced

LMP Variable Government Fund
September 14,

1999
Dollar amount raised(1) $(11,329) $ (14,283) $ (111,453)
Amount paid to sponsor from proceeds of
offering � � �
Realized net investment income before
deducting payments to sponsor 3,115 5,438 (3,514)
Amount paid to sponsor from operations: � � �

Management fees 576 664 293
Reimbursements (4) (3) (73)

(1)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

*
Our Manager began managing the Fund on January 1, 2006.

**
The fund closed on May 1, 2008.
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        Table III below summarizes the operating results of the LMP Variable Government Fund for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2006 and
October 31, 2007 and for the partial fiscal year 2008 through the LMP Variable Government Fund's closing on May 1, 2008. The disclosure for
the fiscal year ended October 31, 2006 represents a partial year beginning from January 1, 2006 when our Manager began managing the LMP
Variable Government Fund.

Table III

As of and
for the period

1/1/2006
through

10/31/2006*

As of and
for the year

ended
10/31/2007

As of and
for the period

11/1/2007
through

4/30/2008**
(dollars in thousands)

Investment income $ 5,172 $ 6,513 $ 2,714
Expenses

Interest expense � � �
Management fee expense 572 661 220
Other expenses 158 128 155

Total expenses 730 789 375
Other income (loss)

Net realized gain (loss) on investments (1,899) (947) (6,073)
Net unrealized gain (loss) on investments 1,345 (767) 949

Total other income (loss) $ (554) $ (1,714) $ (5,124)

Net income (loss) 3,888 4,010 (2,785)

� � �

Cash generated from (used in)
Operating activities 3,888 4,010 (2,785)
Subscriptions 5,939 6,536 2,533
Reinvestment of distributions � 5,000 6,000

Total cash generated (used) 9,827 15,546 5,748
Less: cash distributions to shareholders

Redemptions (17,268) (20,819) (113,986)
Distributions to shareholders � (5,000) (6,000)

Cash generated (deficiency) after redemptions
and distributions to shareholders (7,441) (10,273) (114,238)

*
Our Manager began managing the fund on January 1, 2006.

**
The fund closed on May 1, 2008.
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        Table IV below summarizes certain information with regard to the completion and closing of the LMP Variable Government Fund.
Disclosure is presented for the fiscal years ended October 31, 2006 and October 31, 2007 and for the partial fiscal year 2008 through the LMP
Variable Government Fund's closing on May 1, 2008. The disclosure for the fiscal year ended October 31, 2006 represents a partial year
beginning from January 1, 2006 when our Manager began managing the LMP Variable Government Fund.

Table IV

As of and
for the period

1/1/2006
through

10/31/2006*

As of and
for the year ended

10/31/2007

As of and
for the period

11/1/2007
through

4/30/2008**
(dollars in thousands)

Date of closing of offering May 1, 2008

Date of first sale of property(1)
January 1,

2006
Date of final sale of property(1) May 1, 2008
Dollar amount raised(2) (11,329) (14,283) (111,453)
Tax and distribution data per $1,000
investment through

federal income tax results:
Ordinary income (loss):

From operations 4,442 5,724 2,339
Capital gain (loss) (1,899) (947) (6,073)

Cash distribution to investors source (on
GAAP basis)

Investment income � 5,000 6,000
Receivable on net purchase money
financing � � �

(1)
The fund did not purchase any properties, but instead invested in real estate related securities and loans. Our Manager began managing the fund on
January 1, 2006, so our Manager's first purchases of securities on behalf of the fund was immediately following that date. Similarly, the fund closed
and redeemed all remaining investors on May 1, 2008, so the final sale of securities was immediately prior to that date.

(2)
Dollar amount raised equals subscriptions by investors to the fund less redemptions by investors from the fund.

*
Our Manager began managing the fund on January 1, 2006.

**
The fund closed on May 1, 2008.
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 REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM

To the Stockholder of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation:

        In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Western Asset Mortgage
Capital Corporation (a corporation in the development stage) (the "Company") at June 9, 2009, in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. This financial statement is the responsibility of the Company's management. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on our audit. We conducted our audit of this statement in accordance
with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States). Those standards require that we plan and perform the
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the balance sheet is free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the balance sheet, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates
made by management, and evaluating the overall balance sheet presentation. We believe that our audit of the balance sheet provides a reasonable
basis for our opinion.

/s/ PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS LLP 
Los Angeles, California
June 12, 2009
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 WESTERN ASSET MORTGAGE CAPITAL CORPORATION

(a corporation in the development stage)

BALANCE SHEET

June 9,
2009

ASSETS
Cash $ 1,000

Total assets 1,000

Commitments and contingencies

STOCKHOLDER'S EQUITY
Common Stock, $0.01 par value. 100,000 shares authorized, 100 shares issued
and outstanding 1
Additional paid in capital 999

Total stockholder's equity $ 1,000

See accompanying notes to the balance sheet.
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WESTERN ASSET MORTGAGE CAPITAL CORPORATION

NOTES TO BALANCE SHEET

(a corporation in the development stage)

1. Organization

        Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation (the "Company") was organized in the state of Delaware on June 3, 2009. Under the
Company's charter, the Company is authorized to issue up to 100,000 shares of common stock. The Company has not commenced operations.

        The Company has selected December 31 as its year-end.

        The sole stockholder of the Company is Legg Mason, Inc. ("LM"), a Delaware Corporation and a publicly traded company. On June 8,
2009, LM made a $1,000 initial capital contribution to the Company. The Company will be managed by Western Asset Management Company
("WAM"), which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of LM.

        The Company is considered in the development stage as defined in Statement of Financial Accounting Standards ("SFAS") No. 7,
"Accounting and Reporting by Development Stage Enterprises" and is subject to the risks associated with development stage enterprises.

2. Formation of the Company and Initial Public Offering

        The Company's ability to commence operations is contingent upon obtaining sufficient equity capital through a successful initial public
offering of common stock (the "IPO"), which is expected to raise $500 million and is anticipated to be finalized in 2009. The Company's
management has broad discretion with respect to the use of net proceeds from the IPO, although WAM, in its role as manager, intends to use the
proceeds to invest in the Company's target assets including residential mortgage-backed securities, commercial mortgage-backed securities and
other asset-backed securities.

        The Company will be subject to the risks involved with real estate and real estate-related debt instruments. These include, among others, the
risks normally associated with changes in the general economic climate, changes in the mortgage market, changes in tax laws, interest rate
levels, and the availability of financing. The Company intends to qualify as a real estate investment trust (a "REIT") under the Internal Revenue
Code commencing with its taxable period ending on December 31, 2009. As a REIT, the Company will generally not be subject to corporate
income taxes on taxable income distributed to stockholders. In order to maintain its tax status as a REIT, the Company plans to distribute at least
90% of its taxable income to its stockholders.

3. Significant Accounting Policies

Use of Estimates

        The preparation of the balance sheet in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America requires
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and
liabilities at the date of the balance sheets. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Underwriting Commissions and Offering Costs

        Underwriting commissions and offering costs to be incurred in connection with the Company's stock offerings will be reflected as a
reduction of additional paid-in-capital. Costs incurred that are not directly associated with the completion of the IPO will be expensed as
incurred.

        The Company is responsible for the payment of its obligations, and upon successful completion of the IPO, the Company will reimburse
WAM for these costs from the proceeds of the offering. As of June 9, 2009, WAM had not incurred any significant offering or organizational
costs.
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 WESTERN ASSET MORTGAGE CAPITAL CORPORATION

(a corporation in the development stage)

BALANCE SHEET (UNAUDITED)

June 30,
2009

(Unaudited)
ASSETS
Cash $ 1,000

Total assets 1,000

Commitments and contingencies

STOCKHOLDER'S EQUITY
Common Stock, $0.01 par value. 100,000 shares authorized, 100 shares issued
and outstanding 1
Additional paid in capital 999

Total stockholder's equity $ 1,000

See accompanying notes to the unaudited balance sheet.
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WESTERN ASSET MORTGAGE CAPITAL CORPORATION

NOTES TO UNAUDITED BALANCE SHEET

(a corporation in the development stage)

1. Organization

        Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation (the "Company") was organized in the state of Delaware on June 3, 2009. Under the
Company's charter, the Company is authorized to issue up to 100,000 shares of common stock. The Company has not commenced operations.

        The Company has selected December 31 as its year-end.

        The sole stockholder of the Company is Legg Mason, Inc. ("LM"), a Delaware Corporation and a publicly traded company. On June 8,
2009, LM made a $1,000 initial capital contribution to the Company. The Company will be managed by Western Asset Management Company
("WAM"), which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of LM.

        The Company is considered in the development stage as defined in Statement of Financial Accounting Standards ("SFAS") No. 7,
"Accounting and Reporting by Development Stage Enterprises" and is subject to the risks associated with development stage enterprises.

2. Formation of the Company and Initial Public Offering

        The Company's ability to commence operations is contingent upon obtaining sufficient equity capital through a successful initial public
offering of common stock (the "IPO"), which is expected to raise $500 million and is anticipated to be finalized in 2009. The Company's
management has broad discretion with respect to the use of net proceeds from the IPO, although WAM, in its role as manager, intends to use the
proceeds to invest in the Company's target assets including residential mortgage-backed securities, commercial mortgage-backed securities and
other asset-backed securities.

        The Company will be subject to the risks involved with real estate and real estate-related debt instruments. These include, among others, the
risks normally associated with changes in the general economic climate, changes in the mortgage market, changes in tax laws, interest rate
levels, and the availability of financing. The Company intends to qualify as a real estate investment trust (a "REIT") under the Internal Revenue
Code commencing with its taxable period ending on December 31, 2009. As a REIT, the Company will generally not be subject to corporate
income taxes on taxable income distributed to stockholders. In order to maintain its tax status as a REIT, the Company plans to distribute at least
90% of its taxable income to its stockholders.

3. Significant Accounting Policies

Use of Estimates

        The preparation of the balance sheet in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America requires
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and
liabilities at the date of the balance sheets. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Underwriting Commissions and Offering Costs

        Underwriting commissions and offering costs to be incurred in connection with the Company's stock offerings will be reflected as a
reduction of additional paid-in-capital. Costs incurred that are not directly associated with the completion of the IPO will be expensed as
incurred.

        The Company is responsible for the payment of its obligations, and upon successful completion of the IPO, the Company will reimburse
WAM for these costs from the proceeds of the offering. As of June 30, 2009, WAM has incurred approximately $0.4 million of offering costs.

4. Subsequent Events
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        The Company has performed an evaluation of subsequent events through October 2, 2009. In addition to the offering costs disclosed in
Footnote 3, the Company has incurred offering costs of approximately $1.2 million subsequent to June 30, 2009 through the date of the issuance
of the balance sheets.
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        Until                        , 2009 (25 days after the date of this prospectus), all dealers that effect transactions in these securities, whether or not
participating in this offering, may be required to deliver a prospectus. This is in addition to the dealers' obligation to deliver a prospectus when
acting as underwriters and with respect to their unsold allotments or subscriptions.

                Shares

Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

Common Stock

PROSPECTUS

BofA Merrill Lynch

Deutsche Bank Securities

Citi

                        , 2009
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 PART II
INFORMATION NOT REQUIRED IN PROSPECTUS

 Item 31.    Other Expenses of Issuance and Distribution.

        The following table shows the fees and expenses, other than underwriting discount, to be paid by us in connection with the sale and
distribution of the securities being registered hereby. All amounts except the SEC registration fee and the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, Inc. filing fee are estimates.

Securities and Exchange Commission registration fee $ 27,900
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc. filing fee 50,500
NYSE listing fee *
Legal fees and expenses (including Blue Sky fees) 1,000,000
Accounting fees and expenses 100,000
Printing and engraving expenses 250,000
Transfer agent fees and expenses 3,500
Miscellaneous 318,100

Total *

*
To be furnished by amendment.

 Item 32.   Sales to Special Parties.

        None.

 Item 33.    Recent Sales of Unregistered Securities.

        On June 8, 2009, Legg Mason, Inc. purchased 100 shares of our common stock for a purchase price of $1,000 in a private offering. Such
issuance was exempt from the registration requirements of the Securities Act pursuant to Section 4(2) thereof.

        Concurrently with the completion of this offering, we will complete a private placement in which we will sell an aggregate
of                shares of our common stock to our Manager and certain executive officers of our Manager at $        per share (which will represent
an aggregate investment equal to 5% of the gross proceeds raised in this offering, excluding the underwriters' overallotment option). Such
issuance will be exempt from the requirements of the Securities Act pursuant to Section 4(2) thereof.

 Item 34.    Indemnification of Directors and Officers.

        Section 102 of the Delaware General Corporation Law, as amended, or the DGCL, allows a corporation to eliminate the personal liability of
a director of a corporation to the corporation or its stockholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director, except where
the director breached his duty of loyalty to the corporation or its stockholders, failed to act in good faith, engaged in intentional misconduct or
knowingly violated a law, authorized the payment of a dividend or approved a stock purchase or redemption in violation of Delaware corporate
law or obtained an improper personal benefit.

        Section 145 of the DGCL provides, among other things, that a corporation may indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened
to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding (other than an action by or in the right of the corporation)
by reason of the fact that the person is or was a director, officer, employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at the corporation's
request as a director, officer, employee or agent of another
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corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, against expenses, including attorneys' fees, judgments, fines and amounts paid in
settlement actually and reasonably incurred by the person in connection with the action, suit or proceeding. The power to indemnify applies (i) if
such person is successful on the merits or otherwise in defense of any action, suit or proceeding or (ii) if such person acted in good faith and in a
manner he reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation, and with respect to any criminal action or
proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe his conduct was unlawful. The power to indemnify applies to actions brought by or in the right of
the corporation as well, but only to the extent of defense expenses, (including attorneys' fees but excluding amounts paid in settlement) actually
and reasonably incurred by the indemnified person and not to any satisfaction of judgment or settlement of the claim itself, and with the further
limitation that in such actions no indemnification shall be made in the event such person is adjudged liable to the corporation unless a court
believes that in light of all the circumstances indemnification should apply.

        Section 174 of the DGCL provides, among other things, that a director who willfully and negligently approves of an unlawful payment of
dividends or an unlawful stock purchase or redemption may be held liable for such actions. A director who was either absent when the unlawful
actions were approved or dissented at the time, may avoid liability by causing his dissent to such actions to be entered in the books containing
the minutes of the meetings of the board of directors at the time the action occurred or immediately after the absent director receives notice of
the unlawful acts.

        Article Sixth of our certificate of incorporation provides that our directors shall not be personally liable to us and our stockholders except
for liability (i) for any breach of the director's duty of loyalty to us or any stockholder (ii) for acts or omissions not in good faith or which
involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law, pursuant to Section 174 of the DGCL, or for any transaction from which the
Director derived an improper personal benefit.

        Our bylaws and certificate of incorporation provide that we may indemnify any person who is or was a director, officer, employee or agent
of us to the fullest extent permitted by Delaware law. The indemnification provisions contained in our bylaws and certificate of incorporation are
not exclusive of any other rights to which a person may be entitled by law, agreement, vote of stockholders or disinterested directors or
otherwise.

        Pursuant to the underwriting agreement to be entered into in connection with the offering of common stock pursuant to this registration
statement, a substantially final form of which is filed as an exhibit to this registration statement, the underwriters will agree to indemnify our
directors, officers and persons controlling us, within the meaning of the Securities Act, the Exchange Act or any U.S. federal or state statutory
law or regulation or at common law or otherwise, against certain liabilities that might arise out of or are based upon certain information
furnished to us by any such underwriter.

 Item 35.    Treatment of Proceeds from Stock Being Registered.

        None of the proceeds will be credited to an account other than the appropriate capital share account.

 Item 36.    Financial Statements and Exhibits.

        (a)    Financial Statements.    See page F-1 for an index to the financial statements included in the registration statement.

II-2

Edgar Filing: Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corp - Form S-11/A

238



Table of Contents

        (b)    Exhibits.    The following is a complete list of exhibits filed as part of the registration statement, which are incorporated herein:

Exhibit
Number Exhibit Description

1.1* Form of Purchase Agreement by and among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and the underwriters named
therein

3.1* Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation of Western Asset Mortgage
Capital Corporation

3.2* Amended and Restated Bylaws of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

5.1* Opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (including consent of
such firm)

8.1* Tax Opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (including consent of
such firm)

10.1* Form of Securities Purchase Agreement among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and certain individual
investors

10.2* Form of Management Agreement between Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation and Western Asset Management Company

10.3* Form of Registration Rights Agreement among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and certain individual holders

10.4* Form of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Equity Plan

10.5* Form of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Manager Equity Plan

21.1* Subsidiaries of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

23.1* Consent of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1)

23.2* Consent of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (included in Exhibit 8.1)

23.3 Consent of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

23.4**Consent of M. Christian Mitchell

23.5**Consent of Avedick B. Poladian

23.6**Consent of Richard W. Roll

24.1**Powers of Attorney (previously contained on signature page)

*
To be filed by amendment.

**
Previously filed.
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 Item 37.    Undertakings.

        (a)   The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes to provide to the underwriters at the closing specified in the underwriting agreement,
certificates in such denominations and registered in such names as required by the underwriters to permit prompt delivery to each purchaser.

        (b)   Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act, may be permitted to directors, officers and controlling
persons of the registrant pursuant to the foregoing provisions, or otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the SEC such
indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Act and is, therefore, unenforceable. In the event that a claim
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for indemnification against such liabilities (other than the payment by the registrant of expenses incurred or paid by a director, officer or
controlling person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit or proceeding) is asserted by such director, officer or controlling
person in connection with the securities being registered, the registrant will, unless in the opinion of its counsel the matter has been settled by
controlling precedent, submit to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question whether such indemnification by it is against public policy as
expressed in the Act and will be governed by the final adjudication of such issue.

        (c)   The undersigned registrant hereby further undertakes that:

        (1)   For purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act, the information omitted from the form of prospectus filed
as part of this registration statement in reliance under Rule 430A and contained in a form of prospectus filed by the registrant pursuant
to Rule 424(b)(1) or (4), or 497(h) under the Securities Act shall be deemed to part of this registration statement as of the time it was
declared effective.

        (2)   For the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act, each post-effective amendment that contains a form of
prospectus shall be deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such
securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.
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 SIGNATURES

        Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, the registrant certifies that it has reasonable grounds to believe that it meets all
of the requirements for filing on Form S-11 and has duly caused this Amendment No. 4 to the Registration Statement to be signed on its behalf
by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the City of Pasadena, State of California, on October 5, 2009.

Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

By: /s/ JAMES J. FLICK

James J. Flick
President and Chief Executive Officer

        Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, this Amendment No. 4 to the Registration Statement has been signed below by
the following persons in the capacities and on the date indicated.

Signatures Title Date

By: /s/ JAMES J. FLICK

James J. Flick

Director, President and Chief
Executive Officer
(principal executive officer)

October 5, 2009

By: /s/ STEVEN M. SHERWYN

Steven M. Sherwyn

Chief Financial Officer
and Treasurer
(principal financial and
accounting officer)

October 5, 2009

By: *

James W. Hirschmann III
Chairman of the Board October 5, 2009

*By: /s/ CHARLES A. RUYS DE
PEREZ

Charles A. Ruys de Perez
Attorney-in-Fact
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 EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number Exhibit Description

1.1* Form of Purchase Agreement by and among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and the underwriters named
therein

3.1* Amended and Restated Certificate of Incorporation of Western Asset Mortgage
Capital Corporation

3.2* Amended and Restated Bylaws of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

5.1* Opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (including consent of
such firm)

8.1* Tax Opinion of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (including consent of
such firm)

10.1* Form of Securities Purchase Agreement among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and certain individual
investors

10.2* Form of Management Agreement between Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation and Western Asset Management Company

10.3* Form of Registration Rights Agreement among Western Asset Mortgage Capital
Corporation, Western Asset Management Company and certain individual holders

10.4* Form of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Equity Plan

10.5* Form of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation Manager Equity Plan

21.1* Subsidiaries of Western Asset Mortgage Capital Corporation

23.1* Consent of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1)

23.2* Consent of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP (included in Exhibit 8.1)

23.3 Consent of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

23.4**Consent of M. Christian Mitchell

23.5**Consent of Avedick B. Poladian

23.6**Consent of Richard W. Roll

24.1**Powers of Attorney (previously contained on signature page)

*
To be filed by amendment.

**
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